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RADI 


Love Thy Neighbor’ Campaign Cues 


| 
| 





Film Distribs Move for Exhib Peace 


With the approach 
divorcement, major companies are | 
about to embark on a large-scale | 
effort to close the traditional gap 
with exhibitors via a new “Love | 
thy neighbor” campaign. Their | 
aim is the double-edged one of | 
saving tremendous sums by reduc- | 
ing the vast amount of distributor- | 
exhibitor litigation that has| 
marked the industry during the 
past 10 years and, through the| 
spread of honey, getting a better 
break. on divvy of income between 
theatre and producer now that the | 
Big Five may not have their own 
houses to fall back on. 


That’s the meaning of recent 
moves at the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America which will place v.p. 
Francis Harmon at the head of a/! 
new setup into which will be com- 
bined exhibitor relations and the 
industry’s contact work . with 
women’s clubs, civie organizations 
and other pressure groups. Han- 
dling this latter work has been 
the “Community Relations Dept.” 
Letout of three of its members 
over the weekend indicates that 
the emphasis is being shifted from 
this form of public relations to the | 
exhibitor lovefest. 


Plan of MPAA prez Eric John- 
ston and his associates is to do a. 
bigger job than has ever been. 
done before—and with less money. | 
Idea is to shift the actual physical 
burden of contacting exhibs and 

(Continued on page 61) 








Stop Music’ as Vaude 
Unit Cancelled as P.O. 
Questions Lottery Angle 


Inability of local postoffice de- | 


partments to rule on the status of | 
the vaudeville edition of “Stop the | 

usic” has resulted in Lou Cowan, | 
show’s packager, withdrawing the | 
Unit after it winds up at the Great | 





rer theatre, Buffalo, next week. 
total of 40 one-nighter and thea- | 


re dates are involved in the can- 
cellation, 


Difficulty started several weeks | 
480 in. Toledo when the advertis- 
= department of a local paper 
ior inquiry on show’s status to | 
cl at postoffice officials. P.O. unit | 
— that the show could be! 
pr as a lottery because an | 
ee price was involved and | 

nsequently paper didn’t accept 
a theatre’s ads. Incident was 
— in another town and fol- | 
decid that, show’s management | 
a fou." tO suspend the unit until | 

Ormal ruling could be made. 

The Post Office dept. view of | 
. S unit will have no effect on the | 
pchdl radio or TV editions be-| 
" > admissions are involved | 
“ er for a listener or viewer | 

Set a crack at the loot. 


pond show was headed by Bob 
ried hen Eddie Fisher and car-— 
—. ts own bandleader. techni- 


and house staff to facilitate 
ng of prizes. 





of theatres 


Time Marches On 
Hollywood, May 31. 

Gone is the eagle-eyed In- 
dian, whose unerring darts laid 
many a pioneer low. 

For the 20th-Fox picture, 
“Arrow,” a paleface named 
Abel Lewis is giving the red- 
skins lessons in archery, lest 
they shoot themselves by acci- | 
dent. 











Square Dancing's 


Big Boom; It's Not 
Just for Squares 


Steadily rising in popularity 
since its return inception at the. 
N. Y. World’s Fair in 1939, square 
dancing is becoming as prevalent 
a social pastime as it was in the 
days of the covered wagon. The’ 
craze for holding hands with a 
partner and doing a Virginia Reel, 
Paul Jones or other “shine” step, | 
has spread throughout the nation. 
Schools for the teaching of square 
dance calls have been springing up 
and sales on records, which teach 
calls and feature these rustic 
dances, have been hypoed. 

Square dance parties are now 
fashionable on both coasts. Some 
of the top New York night spots, 
most recent of which is the Hotel | 
Pierre’s Cotillion Room, feature , 
square dance sessions. New York's 
Roseland Ballroom, which used to 
draw some of the top Lindy terp- | 
sters in town, now offers square | 
dancing every Wednesday night. | 
The Bevhills and Bel-Air mansions 

(Continued on page 63) 


PHILLY EAGLES CANCEL 
VIDEO; HURTS THE B.0. 


Philadeiphia, May 31. 
Philadelphia Eagles’ prez James 
P.. Clark declared today (Tues.) 
there would be “positively” no tele- 
vising of the National Football 
League champions’ games next sea- 





|rather than a has-been. 





son, because of an anticipated | 
slump in gate receipts traceable | 
directly to video. His move is ex- | 
pected to touch off a series of sim- | 
ilar nixes on pro football telecasts | 


next fall because of the poor biz 


lracked up by most teams in the | 


1948 season. 

Clark sprang his announcement | 
at a specially-called luncheon for | 
sportswriters at the Hotel Warwick | 
here. He explained the team man- | 
agement had found, in trying to) 
sell season tickets, a large number | 
of old fans who claimed they would | 
rather sit home with their TV sets 
and a drink, instead of coming out 
to the ball park. i 


IMMER TY Uf 
Veo AM CHANGE 


With radio ‘on the spot” both 
in terms of sponsor acceptance 
and diminishing audiences in the 
key cities where video’s upsurge 
is becoming more pronounced, it 


J 














is the growing conviction within 
the trade that if the radio boys 
play it smart this summer they 


can go far toward redeeming the 
medium. 


The overall programming qual- | 


ity in television, they has 
been disappointing. 
segment of TV set owners, the 
novelty days are over. Some of 
the agencies have come up with 
surveys showing that a large per- 
centage of discriminating viewers 
aren’t bothering turning on their 
TV sets, except in isolated cases, 
and more and more find them- 
selves going back to radio. 

By the same token, some ex- 
radio sponsors who have plunked 
down exploratory coin for video 
programming have given up in 
disgust at the termination of the 
initial 13-week cycle and are 
again seriously contemplating a 
return to AM next season. 

Most of the bigtime video pro- 
ductions are going off for the sum- 


argue, 
Te & 


'mer and it’s figured that the pro- 


gramming for the most part will 


be on a hit-and-miss quality level 
‘through the hot-weather period. 


It’s at this point, it is reasoned, 
that radio has the opportunity of 
asserting itself as _ distinctive, 
If, it is 
contended, radio does a good job 
this summer and succeeds in woo- 
ing back audiences that have 
abandoned the medium in favor of 
TV, the °49-'50 inaugural this fall 

(Continued on page 40) 








Cooling Down Color TV 
Philadelphia, May 31. 
Entire television industry, 
apparently fearful the public 
might get the idea that color 
television is ready and willing 
for a quick start, has bom- 
barded the Smith. Kline & 
French laboratories here to be 
doubly careful of the way they 
publicize the forthcoming 
color demonstration at the 
American Medical Assn. con- 
vention in Atlantic City. 
Specifically, they have 
prompted the pharmaceutical 
outfit, which is staging a pick- 
up of surgical operations in 
full color on a closed circuit, 
to emphasize the system used 
will not constitute an actual 
broadcast—that color video is 
not yet developed to _ that 
point. It has been learned, 
meanwhile, that the new CBS 
converter, which reportedly 
ean furnish full-color images 
on a standard low-band receiv- 
ing set, will not be on demon- 
stration at the AMA meet. 
Web is believed to be holding 
it for the scheduled Federal 
Communications Commission 
hearings on color. 


large | 





| 





| Silent Pix for Free 
| Akron, O., May 31 
You can go to a drive-in 
restaurant here and see films 
| free. If you want to hear the 
pic sound, however, you have 
to drop a dime in a meter. 
Program consists of sports 
films, comedies and cartoons. 

It is called the Auto-Voice 
Movie restaurant. 








Palace's Big 286 
In 2d Week Stirs 
Cheers In Sticks 


The combination of “giving 
change from a buck,” the lure of 
‘eight acts and the keen interest 
in the revival of vaudeville at the 
| Palace, N. Y., is giving it another 
big week and providing a stimulus 
| for showmen all over the country. 
/ Second week at the Palace is ex- 
pected to draw $28,000 after the 
| $29,000 on the first stanza. 


While it’s still too early to draw 
any conclusions, it’s 
| more evident that a straight vaude- 
ville bill can be developed into a 
potent b.o. factor. The Palace’s 
gross is the strongest on the Stem 
considering it’s small _ seating 
capacity and low prices. 
top talent budget of $4,000, plus an 
inexpensive first-run picture, 





outgrossed at least one competitor 
in the deluxe division and has out- 
classed, financially, some of the 
Broadway firstrun picture houses. 
The extraordinary publicity, nat- 
urally, has been instrumental in 
(Continued on page 50) 


RODGERS-HAMMERSTEIN 
CAN'T TAKE IT EASY 


Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, who figured on 
| getting some relaxation after their 
i\“South Pacific’ settled down to 
sellout business at the Majestic, 
N. Y., are being kept as busy as 
ever—maybe busier. Asked last 
week if he and his collaborator. 
| partner have any ideas for a new 
| show, Hammerstein sighed, “None 
| at all, and I hope we don’t get any 
'soon. We'd just like a chance to 
| take it easy for a while.” 
| The pair seemingly won't be 
|able to get more than weekends at 
their respective homes at Fairfield, 
'Conn., and Doylestown, Pa. Be- 
| sides the complex managerial prob- 
lems with “Pacific,” their sched- 
uled fall presentation of Samuel A. 
| Taylor's “The Happy Time,” the 
|touring company and foreign edi- 
tions of “Annie Get Your Gun” and 
(Continued on page 63) 








tion levels by fall. 
not cutting prices on its standard 


becoming | 


With a} 


the | 
Palace, during its first two weeks, | 


'S BIG CHANCE TO NIP TELE 


Tele Set Prices Continue Down With 
Sharp Upbeat in Sales as Result 


— 





Television set prices continued 
| their downward trend this week, 
paced by a new RCA price of 
$269.50 for a standard 10-inch 
table model. Lower costs to the 


public, backed by a continuation 
of newspaper ad campaigns in 
most metropolitan dailies, have al- 
ready led to a sharp upbeat in 
set sales which is now expected 
to continue at its present pace or 
better throughout the year. 

Both manufacturers and re- 
tailers, in fact, anticipate no letup 
in sales during the upcoming sum- 
mer months, even though actual 
viewing may fall off. Pickups of 
major and minor league baseball 
games, coupled with a number of 
new stations scheduled to take the 
air during the next few moaths, 
are expected to maintain the cur- 
rent sales impetus despite the 
present impossibility of actual 
portable sets which can be taken 
to the beach, or of car sets. 

Phileco is now producing be- 
tween 4,000-5,000 sets monthly, 
following a recent settlement of 
labor grievances which halted 
work at the company’s plant for a 
month. Outfit does not anticipate 
any immediate cut in prices but is 
confident that the demand for sets 
will call for even higher produc- 
Admiral, while 


(Continued on page 63) 





Stripteuses a Fading 
Clan; Gals Start to Show 
Their Aging Epidermis 


The failure to develop any new 
names among strippers is giving 
New York’s 52d street cafe oper- 
ators something to worry about. 
They’ve run out of names and 
there are no new faces (and bodies) 
coming along. 

During the past two years the 
strip-street operators have been 
hitting fairly prosperous grosses on 
talent developed during the Min- 
sky era. What will happen when 
the same torsos are repeated toe 
often is something they’d rather 
not think about at the moment. 

Ever since burlesque houses were 
closed by the late Mayor F. H. 
LaGuardia there’s been no proving 
grounds for new talent in the G- 
string set. The experienced peel- 
ers are unchivalrous as it may 
be, showing their aging epidermis 
too much, 

This contention, according to 
some operators, was proven by the 
recent Sally Rand engagement at 
the Clique, N. Y. The stripteuse 
abdicated her stand long before ex- 
piration of her contract. Until a 
few years ago Miss Rand was a 
leader in the field. 

There's been only one new name 
among the divesting divas. The 
Cat Woman, who has achieved a 
degree of national prominence be- 
cause of her work in New Orleans 
cafes, has still to test her draw in 
New York. 
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Kathy in the Well, ° 


Langley Collyer 


New Wax Works in Same Old Coney 


By JO RANSON x 


Brooklyn, May 31. 

There remains a rubbishy, slap- 
e{ick-bladder quality about the 1949 
Coney Island, the poor man’s 
Shangri-La, despite the freshly- 
applied paint, papier-mache and 
beaverboard. 

This year’s pilgrims to the potato 
knishe pavilions and_ poker-roll 
parlors, in the _ not-so-humble 
opinion of the spa’s game, ride and 
comestible entrepeneurs, do not 
appear to be in a prodigal-spending 
mood. 

The eager-to-frolic moujik is 
putting a latch-string on his fast- 
fading roll of single dollar bills 
and thinking thrice before lavish- 
ing his precious kopeks at a freak- | 
ery or at the till of a feeler or 
gravity ride. 

At the Island this year, which 
officially opened Memorial Day 
(30), most of the panting prole- 
tariat will have itself a roaring, | 
blister-producing good time, but | 
for free, on the burning white sand | 
and in the choppy surf, which | 
City Hall doth declare isn't | 
polluted 

Fire-ridden Luna Park, one-| 
. fime ,Pride of showmen Fred 
Thomson and Skip Dundy, is no 
more. , Its multi-colored towers | 
are down and the park’s debris re- | 
moved to make way for a giant 
parking lot with entrance on West 
12th Street. Former Luna Park’s 
Surf Avenue front now boasts | 
modern one story structures open 
for concessions, games, exhibs, etc. | 

This leaves Steeplechase Park, | 
under Tilyou management, the 
sole large-scale dispenser of 
middle-class joy to city folks and 
their country cousins. No drastic 
changes contemplated in Steeple- 
chase’s operation. Amusement 
park is getting 50c for six rides | 

(Continued on page 50) | 


ACADEMY PLANS 752 
WORLD FILM FESTIVAL 


Hollywood, May 31. 





An international film festival— 
“more comprehensive than any 
ever attempted before’’—will be | 


held by the Academy of Motion | 
Picture Arts and Sciences in 1952. | 

Project is in keeping with the | 
program outlined by Jean Her- | 
sholt, who recently retired after | 
four terms as Academy prexy. 





Florence George Scores 
In Scotland Concert 


| 
Glasgow, May 31. | 


Mrs. Everett Crosby (Florence 
George, operatic soprano) came | 
from London to sing to 2,000 in St. 
Andrew’s Hall for one hour, 10 
minutes. She made the grade, with 
cheers coming early. 

Her husband and daughter are 
with her. touring Europe until 
August. She sings opera arias and 
popular ballads, with piano accom- 
peniment. 

“This is our best audience yet,” 
said Crosby. “In Holland we were 
ehilled till the intermission with- 
out a hand, but then the Dutch in 
Amsterdam brought the house 


down. They don’t clap between 
songs there.” 
Crosby, business-manager for 


brother Bing, is vacationing while 
nianaging his wife’s tour. “I’m on 
holiday,’ he said, “so I won't talk 
about Bing.” 





15 Years Ago This Week 


From the VARIETY Files) 


Everything in the entertain- 
ment line, from gigolos to 
union picture operators, were 
included in the social staff of 
the borscht circuit. About 25 
of the largest spots in the east 
were even employing chorus 


girls 


Toughest blow ever to hit 
Ainerican films abroad came 
the Chambre Syndicale 
recommended to the French 
government legislation that 
would virtually bar Yank films 
from French screens. Chambre 
comprises French producers 
and distribs. French exhibs 
were against the sought-for 
legislation. 


when 


“Sadie McKee,” starring 
Joan Crawford and Gene Ray- 
mond, proved sock b.o., and 
indications were that “Little 
Miss Marker” would do ditto. 
Latter was the Damon Run- 
yon story and showed the mop- 
pet Shirley Temple to advan- 
tage. 





Mike Shea died at 75 in Buf- 
falo. He was the last of the 
active vaudeville pioneers. 





“Come What May,” two-act 
drama which opened at the 
Plymouth, N. Y., didn’t look 
as if it would go. Hal Skelly 
was starred, and he also pro- 
duced. with the staging by Leo 
Bulgakov. .Mary Phillips was 
Skelly’s viz-a-viz. 
25 YEARS AGO 

Concert managers were 
against their artists broadcast- 
ing on radio; considered com- 
petition. 





“Dream Girl,” the Victor Her- 
bert operetta, debuted in Bos- 
ton, with Fay Bainter starred. 
Billy B. Van was jumped into 
the show, replacing Harry 
Delf. Miss Bainter was getting 
away surprisingly in attempt- 
ing several dance numbers. 





Four names stood out at the 
Palace on Broadway. Fritzi 
Scheff’s eight-people “opera 
comique,” Ted Lewis, Smith & 
Dale, plus Herb Williams and 
Hilda Wolfus. 








| 











364th WEEK! 
3.712 Performances 
All-time long run recora in the 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
|E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


And now in world-wide release 


Ken Murray's 








Mex Tourist Biz Drop 
About 25% From 1948 


Mexico City, May 31. 


Drop in tourist biz, contrary to 


calculations last winter that the 
weak peso would be a draw, is 
serious but not alarming, says the 
Mexican Tourist Assn. Trade this 
spring is off about 25% fiom that 
of last year. Biggest drop is in 
the number of U. S. visitors, de- 
crease figured at 30% from 1948. 
There are more motor tourists. 
MTA figures that 59% (new high) 
of tourists come in their own cars. 
That means much less spending, 
however. Planes bring 17% of 
tourists and railroads a mere 9%. 
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Academy Award Film 








| Claude Binyon in Hollywood. 


“BILL AND COO” | 


| would break and send him and his funniest story sweeping right past 


——$—$_ 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 





By Frank Scully +++s++erssseey, 


Coarse Gold, May 31. 

As my psychiatrist is out of town for the day, having his head ex. 
amined in a snakepit near Palm Springs, I have no one to go to for 
advice except my devoted public, and he is 2,000 miles away minding 
his own literary business in Chicago. 

The reason I’m in the market for advice is because I had a dream 
last night. I dreamed I stepped on the terrace of Cannes’ Carlton 
hotel and bumped into a table marked “Clawed Binon, Reserve,” I 
looked down only to discover the isolationist sitting there was Claude 
Binyon, the old VARIETY mugg, who years ago scripted “I Met Him ™ 
Paris” for Claudette Colbert, Melvyn Douglas and Robert Young with. 
out having ever seen France in his life. Since then he must have made 
a million dollars writing, directing and producing pictures about people 
and places as alien to him as were Parisians in 1934. 

Somebody Libeled Here? 

I kept expecting that Binyon would ask me to sit down and try some 
poulpe a la nicoise, as fried octopus is known among the ignorant. But 
each time I’d try to get his eye his image would blur till he looked like 


| Robert Preston about to kill somebody. 


What was particularly disturbing about the dream was that 20 years 
ago I used to stretch off on just such a terrace and write fan letters to 
At that time he was laboring under the 
Hollywood dam for VARIETY and fearful that at any moment the dam 


Long Beach heading for the beach at Waikiki. 

Years later, when we ultimately met in Hollywood, Binyon was an 
arrived genius on Par’s payroll. He was their love-scene script-surgeon 
| with a flair for triple entendres, which were beyond those who fell off 
at the daily double. Meaning the Hays office. 

Original Eternal Triangle 





Rita-Aly Press 
Hassle; Muggess 
Riviera Closeup 


By MARGARET GARDNER 


Cannes, May 27. 

Well, it's over and Rita 
Hayworth is a princess, and Cannes 
'is slowly recovering from the effect 
of hundreds of reporters, photog- 
|raphers, newsreel operators, radio 
| specialists, who for the last week 
|have been tripping over each 
| other, buttonholing any and all for 
| the latest news screaming for 
| non-existent passes, cursing the 
| princely staff gloating over an 
exclusive bit. 

Yes,, it’s over, and Rita and Aly 

|are not the only ones to sigh with 
‘relief. Never in the history of the 
| tiny village has such confusion and 
|excitement reigned. 
| The marriage itself at Villauris, 
the Communistic pottery village 
where Picasso makes his headquar- 
| ters, was an anti-climax to the 
| week's events preceding, at least 
for the world’s press. 





| As journalists from all over Eu- | 


|rope started pouring into Cannes, 
‘it soon became evident that some 
kind of press liaison would be nec- 
(Continued on page 22) 





Ken Englund Has More 
Things in the Air Than 
A Jap Juggling Act 


Ken Englund, already busy with 
production plans for his legit re- 
vue, “He and She,” also has four 
film projects and a television se- 
ries on the fire. Pending develop- 
ments on the various fronts, he’s 
doing some _ muscle-flexing and 





concentrated sleeping on his pa- | 


rents’ farm in Wisconsin. 

One of the picture possibilities 
is an independent production by 
I. G. Goldsmith, to be made in 
the east this summer. Englund 
is being sought to do the screen- 
play, from a story outline by Vera 
Caspery. 

He's also’ been approached by 
Edward J. and Harry Lee Dan- 
ziger to write the screen treatment 
and direct their indie production 
of John O'Hara's “Butterfield 8.” 
That will be done in the east, but 
may conflict with the production 
of “He and She.” 

There's also a_ possibility that 
Englund may do the adaptation for 
a film edition of John Dickson 
Carr's “Life of Conan Doyle,” 
with Fredric March in the title 
part and Ethel Barrymore as 
Jeanne, his second wife. It’s be-| 
ing considered by 20th-Fox. 

While these assorted deals are 
cooking, Englund has been work- | 
ing on a screen original, “The | 
Form Devine,’ which he’ll offer | 
to one of the major studios when | 
he gets a chance to complete it. 

The television series, an original 
musical comedy titled “The Spice 
of Life,” is being submitted to 
clients by the Kenyon & Eckhardt 
ad agenes 

“He and She, with book by Eng- 
lund, music by Vernon Duke and 
lyrics by Ogden Nash, is slated for 
fall production by Englund, Stew- 
art Chaney and John Shubert. 


. 


Very early Binyon formed a triangle with Claudette Colberj and 
Fred MacMurray which has been about as eternal as triangles come. 
He began working with them in “The Gilded Lily” back in 1934 and 
the trio was still gilding the lily in “Family Honeymoon” in 1949. 

Currently he is writing and directing “Oh Doctor!,” starring Dorothy 
McGuire and Bill Lundigan for 20th-Fox, but after that he will make 
another Colbert-MacMurray picture, this time using their own money 
and thereby breaking an almost ironclad Hollywood rule never to invest 
in what you make your living out of. 

What most of them do is invest in racetracks. Binyon tried this 
once. He started with something called “Virginia Mac” after he had 
been assured the overhead of supporting Mac would not run to more 
than $75 a month. The first month the tab read $350. At the end of 
the year Mac was carrying a handicap of $1,500 a month and nothing 
to show for it. 

Then one day Mac won. Not only that but the nag paid $82.10 on a 
$2 ticket. At least it would have if the Pomona track officials hadn't 
pronounced the horse officially dead on account the registry papers 
said so. 


Tale of Toluca Bangtail 

' Then Binyon began building another fortune with a horse named 
Toluca. Toluca is a lake on the right side of the Hollywood dam where 
Binyon has lived ever since he could afford to. Being named after a 
lake, Toluca Bangtail played the role of a seahorse and ran unsuccess- 
fully at Bay Meadows, Tanforan, Santa Anita and Del Mar. The only 
payoff Binyon got out of Toluca Bangtail was the script of “Sing, You 
Sinners,” which starred Bing Crosby and Fred MacMurray and had its 
premiere at Del Mar in which all of them, Binyon included, owned 
stock. 

' Binyon finally disposed of all his track odds and got a letter of credit 
for $1,500 for Toluca. He put his savings next time in Angus cattle 
and bought a ranch about 100 miles from Hollywood. Recently he 
asked the owner of Toluca for a $200 offspring to herd the cattle, 
| and thus settle the debt between them. 

“Did you get it?” I asked. - 

“They don’t even answer my letters,” he said. 

These business experiences convinced Binyon that to invest his spare 
cash in his own pictures couldn’t possibly pay off worse than trying te 
be a wealthy owner of thoroughbreds. 

The last time Binyon made any money from an animal was in Mis- 
souri. He was attending the university’s school of journalism. The 
| school’s humorous publication was called The Missouri Mule. Binyon 
| couldn’t horn in on this so he started a rival publication called The 
Missouri Outlaw. It did so well the official publication began to starve. 

The faculty issued a cease and desist order to the outlaws. The outlaws 
played it for laughs. So the faculty settled for that. Binyon left them 
laughing. 

| After that he tried te earn a living in Chicago. Here he did better. 
He worked up front $30 a week to $45 in six months on the Examiner. 
Then one day he felt hungry and guessed he’d go out to dinner. An- 
other reporter urged him to wait because the boss was pretty sore at 
that moment. So Binyon went up to the city desk and asked if he 
could go out to dinner. 

The editor said, “Yes, and don’t come back.” 

, ; The Egg and Binyon 

Binyon ignored this order, too. He came back a few days later, but 
the best the editor would do was to give him a letter to the Chi man- 
ager of Variety. He told Variety that Binyon would never be a news- 
paperman if he lived as long as Shaw. “But maybe you muggs can use 
him, he added, “on account his writing has a literary quality.” ; 

Binyon hung on for eight years. When America’s entire economic 
structure collapsed and VartetTy was trying to find a way to break the 
news of the catastrophe to its cloistered readers, Binyon came up with 
the headline, “Wall Street Lays An Egg.” It got the frontpage banner. 
It became the most quoted headline in history. It moved Binyon to the 
paper’s Hollywood office as a boy-wonder. 

: The Quiet One 

Binyon then went over to Par, specifically Harold Hurley, a producer. 
Hurley hired him for $200 a week. This time he stayed where he was 
put for 15 years. It took a world war to fire him the next time. 

Binyon looks the same now as he did 15 years ago. He really should 
look better because he now works and lives most of the time on the 
safe side of the Hollywood dam. 

During the war as Captain Binyon, Claude was assigned to polish 
the script of “This Is the Army,” a musical fantasy of the lives of dog- 
faces as viewed through the softlite lenses of Irving Berlin. 

Binyon in uniform was sometliing to see. The fat boy of 1934 was 
as thin by 1944 as a delicate brochure of 93 pages which he once 
caused tc be published under the title of “A Girl Ought To Work.’ 
But his doctors told him to get back to around 200, because that way if 
a dam ever broke, when he was in the way he would float farther. 


| 
| 


AUMONTS RECONCILE 
Paris, May 31. 


Jean-Pierre Aumont and his 
wife, Maria Montez, have patche 
up their differences and will aP- 
pear in films here. They already 
did one with Lilli Palmer. 


Garson Kanins Back 


Ruth Gordon and her husband, 
Garson Kanin, are jointly working 
on a film script with an English 
background, the couple revealed 
last week shortly after their re- 


Carn from a seven-week trip to Aumont is also writing a new 
Europe. At present the yarn is play. He previously authored “bm 
in a rather nebulous state, Kanin peror of China,” Paris lesiter, 


deciarcc, apd no thought has been which ran briefly on Broadway as 
given as to who would produce it. ‘“‘-My Name Is Aquilon.” 
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MORE FILM STARS ON % DEALS 





—+ 


Dramatists Guild's Legal Sethack 
Complicates ASCAP’s Pix Parleys 


Negotiations between the copy-* 


right committee of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America and the 
American ‘Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers, which have 
been stuttering along for some 
months, have slowed further in the 
past few weeks as result of the 
N. Y. federal court ruling holding 
the Dramatists Guild’s minimum 
agreement lillegal. ASCAP is very 
similar in makeup to the DG and 
if the latter cannot legally make a 
contract for its members, film com- 
pany attorneys doubt that ASCAP 


can. 


Deal which has been in the 
works between ASCAP and the 
MPAA group is to set the fee 


which producers would pay for use 
of ASCAP music. It results trom 
a previous court decision which 
nted further collections from 


preve 

theatres by the performing rights 
society. ASCAP had been collect- 
ing from both producers and ex 
hibs, but with that illegal is now 
trying to get its entire fee from 


the producers. 


There has been’ considerable 
doubt among film attorneys as to 
the legality—-and the feasibility 


of the entire negotiations with 
ASCAP. That’s principally why 
the talks have proceeded at such 
a turtle pace. The new ruling on 
the Dramatists by Judge Simon H 
Rifkind just throws another block 
in the path. 

One of the points that had 
already been bothering lawyers 
was that if it is illegal for ASCAP 
to collect money from theatres, 
why is it any more legal to collect 
from producers? Any agreement 
reached, they feel, might be de- 
clared void in the courts for the 

(Continued on page 14) 


SARAH CHURCHILL GETS 
EQUITY ALIEN WAIVER 





Sarah Churchill, actress-daughter | 


of former British prime minister 
Winston Churchill, has been grant- 


ed a waiver by Actors Equity to} 


make a number of strawhat appear- 
ances this summer. Okay was 

granted yesterday (Tues.) by the 

union’s council, at the request of 
10 cowbarn managements, who 
want her for the starring role in 
“The Philadelphia Story.” 


As an alien actress, Miss Church- 


ill would ordinarily be required to) 


wait six months between legit en- 
gagements, but the waiver was al- 
lowed on the plea that she could 
not_be replaced by a resident 
Plaver. 

Similar okay was given by the 
council to Elisabeth Bergner, who 
is slated for strawhat appearances 


in “Amphitryon 38” and “Escape 
Me Never.” Another was granted 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke to star in 


“The Winslow Boy” at Richard 
Aldrich’s Falmouth (Mass.) play- 


house and Cape theatre, Dennis, 
Mass. 





Someone Pulling Mink 
Over Public’s Eyes? 


Detroit, May 31. 
How 


case many mink coats does Bea 
cs l@ own? And how many of 
r mink coats are stolen each 


year? 


. These are burning questions in 
— theatre circles. And here’s 
4 tore Miss Lillie appeared here 

: “Inside U. S, A.” the local pa- 
De 's Carried a story from Cleveland 
reporting that her $8,000 mink coat 
— been stolen. When the play 
loved on to Chicago, a story ap- 
peared in the Chi Sun- Times re- 
Porting that Miss Lillie’s $15,000 
cn - aus been stolen in De- 

olice have n 

“= a theft.) fener 
‘e New York Daily News’ Ed 
ullivan also picked up the os 
Sed theft of her $15,000 mink 
Coat in Detroit. 
in servers here think Miss Lil- 
‘ press agent is a forgetful char- 


pied with a minkish imagination. 


| slack grosses that have been worry- 


|}down from 


| country. 
‘surprising strength in comparison | 


| reflected 


,the 


| person, 
'30 shillings ($6) each. | 


‘Mailer, Huston Cook 


‘hour 


oflicialdom. 





Whiteman’s Home-Town 


Pic Gets Dad’s Day Nod 


Paramount's one-reeler, “The 
Lambertville Story,’ got the 
Father's Day Assn. award last week 
as the “Father’s Day Picture of the 
Year.””’ Paul Whiteman plays the 


principal role and narrates the 
documentary, which was written 
and produced by Justin Herman 
as one of his Pacemaker series for 
rar. 

It shows how Whiteman, who 
lives neat Lambertville, N. J., 
came up with a solution for the 
Saturday night juvenile’ delin- 
quency problem there. He _ sug- 
gested and organized town dances, 
originally for the young people, 
but later attended by everyone. 
Thus, by giving the kids something 
definite to do, he kept them out 


mischief 


Biz Sees Holiday 
Weekend s Spurt 
Marking Upturn 


Some stronger-than-average pic- 
tures and a break in the weather— 
cool and clear throughout most of 
the country—-gave the nation’s the- 
atres over the past weekend the 
fillip they’ve been looking for. Ex- 
hibs are hoping that the strong 
Saturday-Sunday-Monday grosses 
mark the beginning of a reversal 
that has seen the b.o. in a slump 
since the week after Easter. 


of 


Major circuits reported income 
as good or better than the Memo- 
rial Day weekend of a year ago. 


That's a distinct improvement over 


ing theatre ops and distribs since 
April. Grosses have generally been 
12-15% during the 
two-month period. 

Weekend found Broadway weak- 
er than most of the rest of the | 
New York nabes showed | 





with the Main Stem situations and | 
the upturn felt out- =| 
Except for the Musie Hall, 

(Continued on oon gage 55) 


KAYE’S GLASGOW DATE 
A SPEC’S HOLIDAY 


Glasgow, May 24. | 
many people want to see 
Kave. whose week (June 6) | 


town. 


So 
Danny 
is a sellout at the Glasgow Empire, 
that specs are doing a fine trade in 
ticket “black market.” Seats, | 
limited at the boxoffice to four per | 
are bringing as much as 


Hundreds queued all Saturday 
(21) for seats, facing a 10- 
wait until the windows 
opened. They brought blankets and 
books, even gramophones and the 
latest disks of Kaye. Police sent a 
special detail to patrol the queue 
until 6 a.m. Sunday. 

Stall prices for week jumped 
from five shillings ($1) to 10. Specs 
asked the queued line to pay £1 
($4) each for a 10s ($2). stall. 
Around the corner they were being 
sold again for anything up to 30s 
($6). 


night 


‘Ambassador’ 
London, May 31. 
Danny Kave was described as 

“the greatest ambassador of Anglo- | 

American relations” by U. S. am- | 

bassador to Great Britain, Lewis 

Douglas, at a luncheon yesterday 

(Mon.) feteing Kaye at the Hotel 

Savoy, with cabinet ministers, 

members of Parliament and the 

Lord Mayor of London kudosing | 

the American comedian. 

Douglas declared that Kaye has 
done more to cement relations be- 
tween the two countries than all 


U.S. 


| Douglas. 
| Lorre and others. 


AFIELD, BEAL 


UIN OTHE 


Hollywood, May 31. 
It’s expected that papers will be 


J 








|: oma 


finalized this week for John Gar- 
field to join the Warner Bros. 
stable of stars in an alternating 
profit-sharing and flat deal. This 
means he makes one for himself, 
and an alternate picture for WB 
under a flat fee basis. His own 
unit is called Roberts Productions 


with Bob Roberts as associate pro- 
ducer. 


Deal is said to be for five years, 


ie. 10 pictures. on the order of 
‘James Cagney’s and Burt Lan- 
caster’s tieups. each also having an 
alternate participation deal. Danny 
Kaye likewise gets a cut of the 
profits under his WB pact, and so 
will Milton Berle on his new pic- 
ture, Always Leave ’Em Laugh- 
ing.” This was the property bought 
for Danny Kaye, but the comedian 
nixed it. Berle liked it. Comic is 
due here end-June and is supposed 


to start shooting July 15. Berle is 
reported getting $50,000 flat against 


25% of the profits | 
On the subject of WB stars’ par- 
ticipating. Paramount's deal with 
3ing Crosby is unique in that he 
shares in every picture on a 33% 
basis. However, Crosby Enter- 
prises, Inc., invests its own money. 


Bob Hope’s new deal also calls for 
a profit-sharing arrangement but in 
Hope’s case he only participates in 
every third picture, and when he 
does he tries to make it a Hope- 
Crosby comedy, as in the case of 
“Road to Rio.” 

Hope’s investment in pictures is 
also unique in that he sets his 
sights on a $500,000 gross of one- 
nighters, barnstorming across the 
country, and then through his Hope 
Enterprises that 500G is invested 
in film production, from which a 
capital gains yield is possible. 





Talent TV's East 


| priate deal can be set. 


To Get Coast Eye 


Hollywood, May 31. 

Filmsters are now going to New 
York in order to get to the atten- 
tion of motion picture producers. 
'Sereen performers now find that 
one television show kinescoped in 
Hollywood is more effective in ob- 
taining film employment than pes- 
tering agerts, lunching in Roman- 
off’s or the Brown Derby or going 
out with a casting director. 

The film plavers are now head- 
ing east in greater numbers in 
order to get on video. Among 


| those who have taken on tele as- 


signments are Poris Karloff, who 


‘in the last month or so has had 15 


tele assignments; Janet Blair, Kirk 
Charles Laughton, Peter 


Formerly, the  Hollywoodites 
would only go east for legit 
vaude engagements and would take 

(Continued on page 63) 





Up One World Pic 


Hollywood, May 31. 
Norman Mailer, author of “The 
Naked and the Dead,” hitherto 
averse to film offers, is talking a 
deal with John Huston for a pic- 
ture to be made for the One World 
Award Committee 
Project calls for Huston and 
Mailer to tour the world for back- 
ground material. Jean Malaquais, 
French novelist, will collaborate 
with Mailer on the screenplay. 


Goddard as Morgan 





Hollywood, May 31. 
Paulette Goddard, currently va- 
cationing in Mexico, agreed to 


play the lead in “The Helen Mor- 
gan Story,” based on the career 
of the late singer. 


Film will be made independ- 


lently by Fidelity Pictures, headed 


and Robert 
made 


by Howard Welsch 
Peters. Company recently 
“Montana Belle,” 


‘to RKO. 


| out the latter's seal, 





 Adeuaie Berle Shows Up Hollywood's 





Burns & Allen Booked 


For Palladium in Aug. 


Hollywood, May 31. 

George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
who close their NBC radio season 
June 23, go to London in August 
for two weeks at the Palladium. 
They will be accompanied by their 
chief writer, Paul Henning, 

This will be the second time for 
‘B & A at the Palladium. They 
worked there as vaude_ troupers 
long before they achieved note on 
radio 


Majors Nixing 
Lila Leeds Indie 


Pic on Reefers 


Despite the tightness of the indie 


product situation, United Artists 
has turned down proffers of two 
finished pix for distribution in the 
past few weeks. They are “Arctic 
Fury,” a documentary, and a 
quickie on marijuana, starring Lila 


Leeds, who was arrested with Bob 
Mitchum in that Hollywood reefer 
raid last fall 

“Arctic Furv” is a reedited ver- 
sion of “Tundra,” which was re- 
leased in 1936. Aside from being 
recut, some scenes have been added 
at the beginning and end, and a 


In the syndi- 
is Edward 
Fox-West 


new track put on it 
cate which now owns it 
Zabel, film buyer for 
Coast. 

The marijuana pic was shot for 
$60,000. Miss Leeds will make per- 
sonals with it wherever an appro- 
UA, like 
the other majors, won't touch it, 
because dope subjects are outlawed 
by the “fotion Picture Assn. of 
America’s Production Code. With- 
there are few 
UA had 
line 


houses a pie can play. 
some experience along that 


when it attempted distribution of | 
which | 
seal because of a dis- | 


Howard Hughes’ “Outlaw,” 


didn’t have a 


‘Slowdown, Avers WB's Jerry Wald 


+ By ABEL GREEN 
Jerry Wald, Warner Bros. pro- 
ducer, east on a quickie to powwow 


| Roth, 


pute with the MPAA on advertis- | 


ing copy. In any event, UA execs 
_know that owner Mary Pickford 
would not permit association of 
the company with a film of this 
type. 

Probability is now that owners 


and | 


will set up a unit that 
will barnstorm the film and Miss 
Leeds, booking what theatres they 
can get or hiring auditoriums on a 
four-walls basis. Educational pitch 
will be made that the pic reveals 
the evils of the “tea” habit. 


PASCAL’S SHAVIAN 
MISSION TO H’WOOD 


British producer 
left New York for the Coast last 
week to explore the possibilities of 
producing a picture in the U. S. 


of the pic 





'from the George Bernard Shaw 


| from 


which was sold. 


works which he controls. He's in- 
terested in doing ‘“Androcles and 
the Lion,” “Doctor's Dilemma” or 
“Devil’s Disciple.” 

Pascal hopes to determine dur- 
ing his two weeks in Hollywood 
whether he’ll make one or more of 
the pix there or in England—or at 
all at this time. He's getting an 
excellent income at the moment 
the reissue of “Pygmalion,” 

Jack Ellis is distributing. 
gets 10° of the gross and 
Pascal 50°7 of the remainder after 
advertising and prints come out. 
It is estimated the reissue, on the 
basis of strength shown so far, will 
get between $300.000 and $400,000 
in U. S. rentals. 

Ellis has just made a deal with 
Pascal to start reissuing “Major 
Barbara” in the fall and the pro- 
ducer has closed an agreement with 
Isidore Allen’s Astral Films in Tor- 
onto for reissue of the two pix in 
' Canada. 


which 
Shaw 


Gabriel Pascal | 


with Milton Berle on his upcoming 
WB picture, Always Leave 'Em 
Laughing.” is of the firm convie- 
tion that “Hollywood is guilty of a 
deliberate slowdown,” judging by 
Berle’s hour television program. 
The vet WB producer marvels at 
the comedian’s ability to produce 
an hour’s weekly musical comedy 
almost single-handed. 


Wald, who. started as radie 
columnist on the old N. Y. Graphie, 
and hence is familiar with the 


kilocycle business, sees television 


at least as Berle produced it this 


week—as not only the “new show 
business,” but is taking back with 
him tomorrow (Thurs. when he 
must hie back to Holly wood, a firm 
conviction that video comedy pro- 
grams “are not for old men.” He 
feels they may well be limited te 


just that special type of comie who 
is young enough to have the neces- 
Sary drive, and mature enough to 
have the background and the lore, 
steeped in the vaudeville tradition, 
Berle throug 
up to the 


gh the entire 
time when 
telecast was 
at the 


Eveing 
transition 
last night’s (Tues.) 
unreeled, Wald is amazed 
many components that go into a 
TV hour He knows that Berle 
does his TV show Tuesday, and the 
regular AM (radio) program Wed- 
nesday — both for Texaco — and 
that means Thursday is a very 
necessary ease-up day. Wald sched- 
uled his New York arrival to see 
how Berle gets rolling from Friday 
right until last night’s actual per- 
formance, Whipping his compo- 
nents—Benny Fields, Bert Wheel- 
er, et al.—into shape, plus the 
script and songs, and not knowing 
what his own (Berle’s) monolog 
will be until just a few moments 
before the show. 

Wald saw Berle’s rehearsals in 
action at the Nola Studios through 
Monday night, and for the dry run 
yesterday (Tues,) afternoon, cut- 
ting, pruning, working the cameras, 
arranging the music cues (with Al 
the conductor), ete. In be- 
tween, Berle did a marathon “guest 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Studios Again Targets of Exhibs On 
Pix Quality, Themes, Stars, Cycles 





Theatre chain operators in New¢ 


York, nipped by a b.o. slump in| 
the nabe areas, are blaming it on | 
the type and quality of Hollywood 
product. The video alibi is being | 
overworked, they claim, to shift | 
the responsibility off the major 
gtudios. Television isn’t hurting | 
good. films, their books show, but 
there aren't enough of these to sus- 
tain business a 

Specific squawk voiced by Bernie | 
Brooks, head booker for the Fabian 
circuit, was directed against the 
bunching of films in the same cate- 
gory for release during a given 
period. Although not deliberately 

ilanned by the major distribs, | 
ere pointed out that over the 
Memorial Day weekend filmgoers 
had prairie dust coming out of 
their ears. Too many westerns 
were being dished up both on 
Broadway and in nabe theatres, he 
eomplained. 

Other circuit execs threw scat- 
tered brickbats at Hollywood, rang- 
ing from a serious decline in pro- | 
duction quality to a lack of novel 
ideas. Aside from a general criti- 
ea) stance toward Hollywood, how- 
ever, the chain operators gave dif- 
fering, and in some cases contra- 
dictory, diagnoses of what’s ailing 
the wickets. 

Exhibs who decry the lack of 
noveity are countered by those who 
want heavier accent on marquee 
values. “Most of the current cycle 
of documentary films without name 
stars do okay in the firstruns,” one 
exhib said, “but they don’t mean 
a thing in small towns or in neigh- 
borhood theatres.” A couple of 
stars per pix, including those 
mames who have slipped a bit, are 
the best guarantees an exhibitor 
has for b.o. results, he said. 

Cutting corners in the produc- 
tion of films to save money is also 
being eved sourly by theatre oper- 
ators. Not only is it visible to the 
patrons, but the exhibs are burned 


at the alleged attempt of the dis- 
tribs to get “A” rentals for what 
formerly would have been classi- 
fied as “B” pix. There’s an ad- 
vancing cost in film rentals, an 
exhib said, while Hollywood is 
frankly reducing its production 


outlay. 


R.R. YOUNG PUTS IN HIS 
OWN MAN AS EL TREAS. 


Naming of David J. Melamed as 
Eagle Lion treasurer last week was 
another development in the battle 
between ownership and manage- 
ment in the company. Melamed 
was appointed by the owner, Rob- 





ert R. Young faction, to replace. 


{ E. Bollinger, kho had been 
rought in by the management. 

Bollengier had been EL’s studio 
financial man, and returns to that 

ost. He was switched to New 
Pork some months ago by man- 
agement execs to oversee financial 
@perations in the east. Since then, 
two members of the management 
team that disagreed with Young 
have resigned. They are prexy Ar- 
thur Krim and v.p. in charge of 
publicity-advertising Max Young- 
atein. 

Melamed’s appointment was an- 
mounced by William C. MacMillen, 
Jr., EL’s v.p. in charge of opera- 
tions. who reps Young in oversee- 
ing the company. Melamed has 
been assistant treasurer of EL’s 
parent company. Pathe Industries, 
since 1946. and has been with 





Law ‘Unconstitutional’ 


In Mo. on Safety Code 


St. Louis, May 31. 
A Missouri law under which a 
theatre may be fined for violation 
of a safety code was held uncon- 


stitutional last week by Circuit 
Judge Norwin Houser at Freder- 


icktown, Mo. Several theatres in 
Fredericktown have been named 
defendants in suits filed against 
them alleging lack of aisles at the 
walls and other violations. 

Judge Houser acted on a peti- 
tion filed by Mark Gorg and the 
city of Fredericktown against a 
Jocal theatre. The law provides 
that a theatre may be fined $25 to 
$5.000 for each performance, half 
of the fine te go to the plaintiff 
end half to the district school 
fund. Exhibitors in the state have 
introduced legislation to work out 
a modern uniform safety code. 


. . 
Gag on Britisher 

Cecil G. Bernstein, manag- 
ing director of Granada Thea- 
tres, England, given a demon- 
stration of Paramount’s “in- 
termediate TV film system, 
last Friday (22) in the Par 
homeoffice, was slightly 
abashed when he found that 
he was one of the subjects to 
be televized. Bernstein was 
seated at a small table while 
four television cameras ground 
out an informal interview. 
Then he was taken into a near- 
by room, where he saw the 
full results of the interview on 


the screen—about 60 seconds 
later. 

Bernstein, who has been in 
the U. S. and Bermuda for 
about five weeks, returns to 
London on the Queen Mary 
June 4. 








Par Sees Theatre 
TV Chiefly For 


Sports, News, Ete. 


While 20th-Fox thus far is stress- 
ing use of its wide-screen tele- 
vision as sort of vaude-presentation 
adjunct to its theatre operations, 
Paramount takes the position that 
the place of TV in the theatre is 
almost entirely that of bringing in 
big news events, outstanding sports 
contest and in offering latest de- 
velopments of national importance. 
It is building its whole conception 
of theatre television along these 
lines and almost entirely via its 
Intermediate Film method. 

Paramount expects to get into 
mass production of its Intermediate 
Film System before fall. Its 
pioneer plant for IFS is now in 
operation at N. Y. Paramount the- 
atre but cost will be heavily re- 
duced with the expectation that 
the Intermediate Film System will 
sell as low as $12,000 once whole- 
sale manufacture of the sets is in 
progress. They cost more than 
$25.000 at present. 


Par plans to establish its Inter- 
mediate Film System in about 10 


theatres of its circuits in as many | 
Communities will | 


different cities. 
be 25,000 population and larger. 
These will be used in a sort of test- 


‘Continued on page 24) 


DISNEY MULTI-LINGUALS 
FOR HIS NEXT TWO FILMS 


In accordance with his feeling 
that the foreign film situation will 
take a turn for the better, Walt 
Disney, through his releasing or- 
ganization, RKO, is planning to 
give his forthcoming all-cartoon 
features, “Cinderella” and “Alice 
in Wonderland,” the widest dis- 
tribution he has ever undertaken. 





Dubbed versions of the two pix in| 


about 10 to 15 languages are sched- 
uled to be shown throughout the 
world. 

A Paris headquarters for Dis- 
ney’s foreign production depart- 
ment will be established later this 
month to facilitate the making of 
the language versions and for 
broadening the scope of native 
talent to be used for these trans- 
lated films. John W. Cutting will 
be in charge. The Paris head- 
quarters will not only expedite the 
dubbing process but the versions 
can be rushed to London for Tech- 
nicoloring. Black-and-white prints 
of the two features will be sent out 


by Cutting to every European 
centre, along with copy sound 
tracks. which will facilitate 


recording. 


The different language versions 


slated to be made in their respec- 
tive countries include French. 
Italian, Swedish, Danish, Spanish. 
Portuguese, Hindustani and Japa- 
nese. There have been indications 
that Russia is interested in the pix 
and if the Iron Curtain is lifted 
Disney plans making Polish and 
Slovak versions. Conditions in 
China are too unsettled at the pres- 
ent time for Disney to predict or 


plan any showings of the films. 


there. 


re- | 


SWG MOVES TO DISMISS 
LAWSUIT BY ‘VARIETY’ 


Hollywood, May 31. 

Notice of motion to dismiss the 
VARIETY and DAILY VARIETY suit 
for conspiracy and restraint of | 
trade against the Screen Writers 
Guild, Ine., has been filed in Fed- 
eral Court here. Morris E. Cohn, 
attorney for the SWG, asks that 


Belvedere,’ ‘Flamingo’ and ‘Champion’ 
1-2-3 Boxoffice Champs During May 


a 
| 
May’s Golden Dozen | 
“Belvedere College” (20th). 
“Flamingo Road” (WB). 








the action, brought under provi- 
sions of the Sherman and Clayton 
Anti-Trust Acts, be dismissed on 
grounds that the U. S. 
Court has no jurisdiction and that 
the VARIETY and DAILY 
complaint fails to state a claim on 
which relief can be granted. 


No money damages are asked in | 
the suit filed by the two publica- | 


tions last April 12. Complaint al- 
leged that a conspiracy began in 
1940 when the SWG put into effect 
a resolution barring its members 
from advertising in any and all 
trade papers. 

Cohn’s motion asks that the 
VARIETY and DAILY VARIETY com- 
plaint have stricken from it the 
following allegations: 

“The aforesaid rules and regula- 
tions promulgated by the said Guild 
are unreasonable, unjust and dis- 
criminatory in that they cater to 
the interests of the well established 
writers while making it impossible 
for less well known writers to place 
their abilities or accomplishments 
before the trade by way of legiti- 
mate paid advertising. 

“While the said Guild has pro- 
mulgated and enforced the said 
rules against its members adver- 
tising, the Guild itself for a long 
period of time published a trade 
paper or house organ entitled ‘The 
Screen Writer.’ ‘The Screen Writer’ 
purported each month to list the 
screen credits of each member of 
the Guild, thus advertising, pub- 
licizing-and exploiting such mem- 
bers as have received screen credits 
during the previous month. 

“During the period of its pub- 
lication ‘The Screen Writer’ opened 
its pages to trade advertising and 
in each of its issues openly solicited 
advertising which would feature 
screen writers among other things, 
pointing out that said publication 
reached all important elements of 
the motion picture industry. Dur- 
ing the period of its publication the 
rates charged by ‘The Screen 
Writer,’ upon information and be- 
lief, were considerably higher than 
those charged by DAILY VARIETY.” 

Cohn’s notice of a motion to dis- 
miss asked Federal Judge Pierson 
Hall to set June 20. or a date soon 
after, for arguments to be heard. 





Youngstein Maps Unity 
For Par Flack Staffs 


Hollywood, May 31. 


Paramount’s eastern and western | 


publicity staffs will be welded into 
one organization, under a new for- 
mat worked out at a meeting be- 
tween Max Youngstein, new pub- 
ad chief, and Norman Siegel, studio 
flackery director. 

Youngstein will maintain head- 
quarters in N. Y., but will make 
periodical trips to Hollywood at 
the rate of six per year. 


Broder Re-Heads Realart 


Recent board meeting of Realart 
Piciures held in New York saw the 
reelection of Paul Broder as com- 
pany president. Norman Eisen- 
stein was named board chairman, 
secretary and assistant treasurer. 
Jack Broder becomes veepee and 
treasurer, while Budd Rogers and 
Alex Alexander will hold down 
the posts of exec veepee and as- 
sistant secretary respectively. 

Entire toard was reelected. 
Pane! includes Eisenstein, Jaek 





Broder, Paul Broder, Rogers, 


Joseph Harris and Alexander. 





Europe to N. Y. 
Jack Cummings 
Sir Henry French 
Leopold Friedman 
Mel Heimer 
Joseph Pasternak 
George Petrie 
Patty Pope 
J. J. Shubert 
Ethel Smith 
Philip A. Waxman 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Sir Sydney Clift 
Joan Fontaine 
Ed Gardner 
Jessie Royce Landis 
Ken Murray 
Jack Parsons 
Herman Robbins 
Jack Rose 
Marvin Schenck 
Mel Shavelson 

| Jerry Wald 


District | 


VARIETY | 


“The Champion” (UA). 

“Conn. Yankee” (Par). 
“Barkleys Broadway” (M-G). | 
“Undercover Man” (Co!). 
“Ball Game” (M-G). | 


“We Were Strangers” (Col). 
“Little Women” (M-G). 
“City Across River” (U). 


“The Window” (RKO). 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO). 





UA Pops Of Vs. 
Loew's and Sells 2 
Popkin Pix to RKO 


Continuing battle between Unit- 
ed Artists and the Loew’s circuit 
in New York resulted in booking 
of two UA pix on the RKO chain 
over the past weekend. It was the 
first time in years that UA product 
had played RKO houses in the met- 
ropolitan area. 

Pix were both Harry Popkin pro- 
ductions—‘‘Impact” and “My Dear 
Secretary.” Loew’s had rejected 
UA’s demand that the pair be given 
top-billed position or equal billing. 
This was an exampie, according to 
UA, of “a growing tendency to un- 
warranted choosiness on independ- 
ent product” by Loew’s bookers. 
As a result, UA offered the pix to 
RKO, and took advantage of an 
unusual booking situation that the 
latter chain was able to offer. 

Because the Memorial! Day holi- 
day occurred on Monday. during 
which RKO would have been play- 
ing its weak two-day Monday- 
Tuesday split, it had revised its 
schedule. It moved up the pre- 
vious picture, “Joan of Arc,” so 
that ‘“Joan’s five-day split would 
wind up oh Saturday. Then it was 
looking for appropriate product for 
a three-day booking Sunday-Mon- 
day-Tuesday. 

Since the potential of this en- 
gagement hinged almost entirely 
on the weather—heat and sunshine 
would drive people out of town for 
the holiday—UA agreed to accept 
the date if it could hedge in an- 
other way. Thus it was permitted | 
by RKO to accept day-and-date 
(Continued on page 22) 








BENEFICO SETTING UP 
SCHULBERG’S ITALO PIC 


Amerigo Benefico, associated | 
with B. P. Schulberg in the forth- | 
coming film, “Goya and the 
Duchess of Alba,” planed to Italy 
Saturday (28) to set the cast and 
make pre-production arrangements. | 
Picture will be made in Italy with 
American players. 

Benefico, who expects to be. 
away about 10 days, said in New | 
| York last week, prior to his depart- | 
ure, that the film will probably | 
start in late August. He plans to | 
cull a large part of the cast from 
U. S. parformers who are currently | 
working in Italy on other pictures. | 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Barney Balaban 
Binnie Barnes 

N. G. Blumberg 
Ann Blyth 
Norbert Brodine 
Laraine Day 
Sheilah Graham 
George Gruskin 
Bernie Hart 

Bob Hawk 
Russell Holman 
Amparo Iturbi 
William Keighley 
A. Atwater Kent, Jr. 
Fred LeRoy 

Lou Levy 
Harold Lloyd 
Harry Maizlish 
Oscar Morgan 
Richard Morgan 
Jack Murphy 
Allan Nixon 

Ted O’Shea 
Otto Preminger 
Bob Roberts 
George Sanders 
A. W. Schwalberg 
Marta Toren 
Joseph Walsh 
Max Youngstein 














| spring fever, “Belvedere” r; 
| sizeable coin, did holdover 


“Mr. Belvedere Goes to 


‘; ” 
(20th), which was brignt 0. *8 


en 
to win fifth money in April. really 
matriculated in May with top 


honors in the national boxoffice 
competition, according to reports 
received from Variety correspond, 
ents in about 22 representative " 
spots. In a period when many fij;, 
theatres were suffering from early 

led up 
in virtu- 
ally all keys and finished one-two- 
three all month. 

Strong second place winner was 
“Flamingo Road” (WB), which was 
among the top three every week 
of May. “The Champion” (UA) js 
third biggest boxoffice entry for 
May although not playing in as 
many key cities as some releases 
Steady to sock biz indicates jt will 
be heard from additionally. “Con- 
necticut Yankee” (Par), winner of 
April’s sweepstakes, finished No. 4 

Fifth place goes to “Barkleys of 
Broadway” (M-G), which was com- 
ing up fast as the month ended. 
Picture finished second final two 
weeks of May, but was only in re- 
lease the previous week in one city. 
“Undercover Man” (Col). among 
the top 12 in April, wound up in 
sixth slot. 

“Ball Game” (M-G), winner of 
third position in April, ended last 
month in seventh while “We Were 
Strangers” (Col) was eighth. “Little 
Women” (M-G), up in fourth spot 
in previous month, copped ninth 
place in May. 

“City Across River’ (U) took 
10th place coin, “The Window” 
(RKO), 11th position and ‘Portrait 
of Jennie” (SRO) landed 12th te 
round out the Golden Dozen box- 
office winners. 

Leading runner-up pictures, in 
order of strength were “Tulsa” 
(EL), “Ma and Pa Kettle” (‘U), 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th), “Red 
Shoes” (EL), “Life of Riley” ‘U) 
and ‘“‘Quartet” (EL). 

Few of new pictures showed 
much strength as the month neared 
its close. New product indicating 
the most possibilities to date are 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G), “Home of 
Brave” (UA) and to a lesser extent 
“Lady Gambles” (U). 

“Streets of Laredo” (Par), just 
going out to many spots, has been 
doing okay if not big trade in 

(Continued on page 24) 





N. Y. to Europe 


Walter Abel 

James Andrews 
Amerigo Benefico 
Fred A. Berle 

Cecil G. Bernstein 
Ernest Borgnine 
Charles Boyer 

Rav Boyle 

Robert Breen 

Jack Buchanan 
Wray Davis 
Clarence Derwent 
Thea Dispeker 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Kathleen Ferrier 
Ruth Ford 

John Garfield 

Phil Gersdorf 
Georgia Gibbs 
Larry Griswald 
Dennis Gurney 
Jascha Heifetz 
Ben Henry 

Jean Hodgin 

Mitzi Hyman 

Gerry Jedd 

Nat Karson 

Eric Wolfgang Korngold 
Arthur Kreutz 
Derrick Lynn-Thomas 
Aline MacMahon 

E. J. Mannix 

Joan McCracken 
Ib Melchior 

Benno Moiseiwitsch 
Donald Oenslager 
Lilian Okun 
Josephine Parker 
Robert Pastene 

Jo Patterson 
George Quick 
Walter Riemer 
Robert Schnitzer 
Reinhold Schunzel 
Will Sparks 
Donald Symington 
Mell Turner 
Frederick Warriner 











MAY STAY 


Henry Morgas 
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DEPINET PITCHE 





Hughes Would Buy Back Odlum’s RKO. WAN T! AKO TO 


Option So as to Speed Chain’s Sale 


Howard Hughes is reported try- 


holds for the purchase of the RKO 
theatre circuit. Odlum is said to 
want $500,000 for the option, while 
Hughes feels it is worth no more 
than $250,000. 

Option gives Odlum the right to 
acquire the chain for a minimum 
of $4,500,000 or to meet the bid of 
any other potential buyer who of- 
fers more. It was part of the agree- 
ment by which Hughes about a 
year ago acquired control of RKO 
from Atlas for slightly under $9,- 
000,000. 

Subsequently, Hughes. entered 
into a consent decree with the 
Dept. of Justice on the industry 
anti-trust case by which he agreed 
to divorce the theatres from the 
production-distribution end by next 
Nov. 8. Thus, by that date the sale 
of the theatres must be arranged, 
and Hughes feels that the Odlum 
option is scaring off other bidders. 

Potential buyers, Hughes report- 
edly feels, are wary of entering the 
picture because they think Odlum 


+ 
ing to buy back from Floyd Odlum | 
the option the latter’s Atlas Corp. | 





Dietz’s European 0.0. 


Metro ad-publicity veepee How- 
ard Dietz flies to Europe June 17 


on an extended business-vacation 
trip. He has not decided how long 


he’ll be away. 

Dietz will visit the Metro studios 
in both London and Rome to fa- 
miliarize himself with their opera- 
tions and to line up closer ties 
between the homeoffice and the 
English and Italian studio publicity 
departments. He will also spend 
some time in Paris before his re- 
turn. 


U.S. Court Cues 
Desire to Wind Up 
11-Year Pix Suit 





| 


has the inside track, particularly | 


inasmuch as it is known that asso- | 


ciated with him in plans to buy up 
the circuit is Malcolm Kingsberg, 
prez of the chain. Secondly, po- 
tential bidders are fearful that, no 
matter what they reasonably offer, 
Odlum and Kingsberg will top 
them. Getting a $5,000,000 or $6,- 
000,000 deal of this type set up is 
no simple or easy matter, and po- 
tential buyers don’t want to get 
into it if they think they are doing 
nothing but setting the price by 
(Continued on page 18) 





Temperamental Roberto 
Sells Same Pic to Two 


Different U. S. Distribs 


Gag among Roberto Rossellini’s 
business associates that the Italian 
producer-director ‘can’t say no” 
found him in a tepid bath from 
which a bevy of New York lawyers 
extracted him last week. Both 
Mayer & Burstyn and Lopert Films 
turned up some time ago with con- 


tracts signed by Rossellini granting | 


them exclusive rights to distribu- 
tion of his film, ‘“The Miracle,” in 
the U. S. Issue was finally settled 
last Friday (27) with an agreement 
between the two foreign film dis- 
tributing outfits that M&B would 
actually handle the pic, but Lopert 
would share in the profits. 

Rossellini, whose artistic temper- 
ament apparently causes him to 
find business dealings boring and 
irksome, has been a frequent head- 
ache to associates who've found 
that he’s promised the same pic- 
ture or role or job to any number 
of people. And that’s just what 
happened with “The 
Joseph Burstyn, of M&B, was in 
Rome a couple years ago and made 
a deal with Rossellini for some pix 
which included “The Miracle,” in 
which Anna Magnani is starred. 

In the meantime, Ilya Lopert 
went to Rome and, in association 
with Rossellini, set up Anna Inter- 
national, a corporation which was 

(Continued on page 20) 


AA-Mono’s East and West 
Sales Heads for Ist Time 


In an expansion of Allied Artists- 
Monogram sales force, Harold 
Wirthwein has been named west- 
ern sales manager with headquar- 
ters in Los Angeles. New Coast 
chief was with Paramount for 20 
years and last served as Par’s mid- 
ci division manager in Kansas 

L. E. Goldhammer, formerly AA- 
lono western sales manager, be- 
comes eastern sales manager. 
Headquariering in New York, he'll 





Supervise some 14 exchange areas | 


throughout the east and midwest. 
Personnel shifts, announced by 
8eneral sales manager Morey Gold- 
sa marks the first time that AA- 

fono has had a western and east- 
ern sales chief in the field. 


Miracle.” | 


The three judges of the New 
York federal court handling the in- 
dustry anti-trust proceedings are 
hearing no other cases, it has been 
learned, which indicates that a de- 
cision may be expected almost any 
day. That’s no sign, however, that 
the 11-year-old suit has finally 
come to an end. Lawyers for both 
the Government and the industry 
hint that appeals, no matter which 
way the decision goes, can take up 
another year, at least. 

Decision now being awaited is on 
|} arguments presented April 21 and 
| 22 by counsel for Metro, Warner 


| 
| 


| 





| 
| 


TEP UP PROD. 


Prime object of RKO president 
Ned E. Depinet in his current talks 
with Howard Hughes, RKO’s con- 
trolling stockholder, is to convince 
him of the need for throwing into 
gear at once the RKO production 
organization. Depinet and_ his 
fellow-officers in the east, as well 
as the board of directors, are great- 
ly concerned by the fact that 
Hughes, who is in effect running 
the studio, is making insufficient 
provision for keeping the distribu- 
tion organization supplied with 
product. 

With divorcement of RKO’s the- 
atres from its production-distribu- 
tion organization scheduled for 
next November, Depinet is fearful 
that RKO will be facing a cold 
world with a combination of 
troubles. First, it will have to 
learn to live without the support 
the theatre chain can give in tee- 
ing off product, as well as in pro- 
viding profits. Secondly, it will be 
confronted with this new situation 
just at a time when it will have 
run out of strong product—or per- 
the 


haps any product, at present 
rate. 
The’ distribution organization, 


Depinet is presumably pointing out 
to Hughes, costs about $175,000 a 
week to operate. Therefore it 
must have a constant supply of 
pictures that will give it billings of 
around $800,000 a week to keep it 
in the black. 

Another thing that has the RKO 
prexy in the middle has been the 
fight he has been forced to make 


|to get a Production Code Admin- 


| Bros. and 20th-Fox and the Little | 


| Three — United Artists, Universal 
'and Columbia. It will take the form 
|of a decree and findings. From 


judges during the hearings, it is 
| anticipated that the decree will ca! 
for partial divorcement of their 
| theatres by Metro, WB and 20th. 


| Paramount and RKO have been 'ductions 


‘eventual takeover by Julian of the | 


| eliminated from the case by sign- 
ing consent decrees. 
Either of both sides may take the 


statements and questions by the | 


| ment, 


decision to the Supreme Court, | 


| where it has already once been. 
(Continued on page 20) 


SEARS’ ODEON SALES 





Gradwell Sears, United Artists 
| president, returned to New York 
|over the weekend from two weeks 
in London. He was abroad for 





PLAN DOESN'T JELL 


the dual purpose of attempting to | 


find a solution for converting UA’s 
holdings in Odeon Theatres to dol- 
lars and for obtaining circuit 
bookings for the company’s 
product. 
| Sears is understood to have 
_ talked with J. Arthur Rank toppers 


istration seal from the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America for Hughes’ 
(Continued on page 24) 


SOL LESSER GROOMING 
SON TO TAKE OVER 1007, 


Hollywood, May 31. 

Sol Lesser has named his son, | 
Julian, a v.p. of Sol Lesser Pro- | 
in anticipation of the 





indie production unit. Appoint- 
it has been learned, a | 

made quietly about six weeks ago. | 
Lesser outfit is one of the oldest | 
and most successful of the indie 
outfits, making the “Tarzan” series 
among other pix. | 
Young Lesser, who is 33, will 
continue as president of Windsor 
Pictures, an indie outfit which has 
made two pix for Monogram-Allied 
Artists release and has commit- 
ments with that company for sev- 
eral more. Initial pic was “Michael 
(Continued on page 20) 


| 


National Boxoffice Survey 


S FOR MORE PIX 





Wanger Mulls Own Distribution 
Company Akin to Selnick’s SRO 








RKO Shooting Resumes 


Holly May 31 
resumes the RKO 
(2) 10 days of 


wood 
Shooting on 
lot Thursday atter 
darkness with George’ Bildon 
starting “The Newlyweds,” first of 
a new series of comic shorts. 

June production program consists 
of two features, “Bed of Roses” 
and “Terror,” and one oater, *Ari- 
zona Ambush.” 


Semenenko Would 
Tie Chi B.R. Into 
Fd Small-EL Dea! 


Effort is being made by Serge 
Semenenko to tie Walter FE. Heller 
& Co., Chicago financing firm, into 
the Edward Small deal for taking 
over partial control of Eagle Lion. 
Semenenko, whose First National 
Bank of Boston has a heavy finan- 
cial Stake in EL, is endeavoring to 
get a fiscal package together that 
would start Small off with some 
$7.500,000 or thereabouts in the 
till. 

Heller outfit is only one of sSev- 
eral independent money sources 
that the Boston banker is attempt- 
ing to interest in a share of FL 
This coin would be added to that 
being advanced by Small and an- 
other pot being put up Semenenko 
and Robert R. Young, controlling 


| stockholder in EL, to provide the 
| quantity of new money 


that it is 
felt would be desirable. 

Virtually all of this money, ex- 
cept for a small amount needed for | 
operations, would be used to fi- | 


|nance indie producers distributing | 


(Continued on page 22) 





U’s Special Selling 


For Its Palestine Pic 
Hollywood, May 31. 

“Sword in the Desert,’”’ Univer- 
sal’s upcoming film on the fight of 
the Israeli underground forces be- 
fore the British pulled out of the 
country, is to be given special ad- 
publicity treatment by the com- 
pany. 

Film, produced by Robert Buck- 
ner and directed by George Sher- 
man, has Dana Andrews, Marta 
Toren and Stephen McNally in the 
cast. 





Holiday Weekend Boosts Biz—‘Stratton,’ ‘Barkleys,’ 
‘Blonde,’ ‘Laredo,’ ‘Strangers’ Pacing Fieid 


| on the possibility of getting dollars | 
'for the Odeon holdings by selling | 


'them to Rank for about 
| 000 ($3,200,000), which would be 
‘paid by Rank handing UA the 


£ 800,- | 


equivalent in pictures for distribu- | 


|tion in the U. S. UA would keep 
'the dollar return. 
| derstood to have been generally 
| classified as unfeasible, however. 
Arthur W. Kelly, UA exec vee- 
| pee, who was in on the negotia- 
| tions in England with Sears, left 
'London over the weekend for 
Paris and is due in Rome Friday 
(3). He'll be back in the U. S. in 
about 10 days or two weeks. 


Al Daff Plans Joining 
Joe Seidelman Abroad 


| Al Daff, Universal’s assistant 
‘foreign chief, planes to Paris June 
'10 to join Joseph H. Seidelman, 
head of U’s foreign department. 
'Daff will be gone six weeks on a 
| joint European o.o. with his chief. 
U prexy Nate Blumberg, mean- 
'time, arrives in New York from 
the Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) for 
‘an indefinite stay east. Ben Henry, 
British chief, returns Saturday (4) 





with his wife following a Coast | 


’ visit. 


Project is un-| 


Memorial Day holiday weekend ' 
boosted biz in many key cities. 
Only in spots where unusually fa- 
vorable weather prevailed did 
trade lag. And in most of these 
cities, bigger pictures fared okay. | 

Word-of-mouth and plenty of 
ballyhoo apparently are selling 


'“Stratton Story” (M-G), it is zoom- 


ing into No. 1 position nationally, 
doing nuch better in key spots 
over the nation than it did at out- 
set in N. Y. James Stewart starrer 
is winding up this session with 
nearly $300,000 in some eight key 
spots. 

“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G), 
second last week, again is in same 
place, still going great. However, 
it is trailing ‘‘Stratton” by a size- 
able margin although playing in 
more than 12 cities. 

Third best is “Blonde From 
Bashful Bend” (20th), albeit on dis- 
appointing side in several cities. 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) is finish- 
ing fourth, confounding crix who 
claim western epics are washed up. 
“We Were Strangers” (Col) is cop- 
ping fifth coin while “Younger 


Bros.” (WB), another western, is 
winding up in sixth slot. 
“Champion” (UA) is seventh; | 


“Ball Game” (M-G), eighth; “Red 


Shoes” (EL), ninth, and “Portrait 
of Jennie” (SRO), 10th. Pacing the 
runnerups are “Flamingo Road” 
(WB), “Quartet” (EL), “Ma, Pa 
Kettle” (U) and “Window” (RKO). 

“Home of Brave’ (UA) is shap- 
ing up more and more like a future 
champ, setting new all-time high 
in Chicago this week, and still go- 
ing great guns in third N. Y. 
stanza. “It Happens Every Spring” 
(20th), fancy in Pitt, is sturdy in 
St. Louis with elaborate preem 
“Doolins of Okiahoma”™ (Col) is 
just fair in Frisco. A fourth new- 
comer, “Lady Gambles” (U), which 
is trim in Boston and solid in sec- 


ond N. Y. week, is only fair on 
second L. A. round. 

“Set-Up” (RKO) looks goed in 
Seattle. “Last Bandit” (Rep) is 
sturdy in Toronto. “Africa 


Screams” (UA) is doing nicely in 
Washington. 
“City Across River” (U) is doing 


socko in Philly. “Outpost in 
Morocco” (UA), okay in. Frisco, 
looms nice in Chi. “Tulsa” (EL) 


is okay in N. Y. 


“Gunga Din’-“Lost Patrol” RKO  cervices. 


reissue combo looks big both in 


| Boston an@ Providence. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9). 


* Walter Wanger is considering a 


plan for setting up his own dis 
tributing company along lines al- 
most precisely parallel to the Da- 
vid O. Selznick Releasing Organt- 
zation. Wanger has been confab- 
bing with Joseph Bernhard, prez 
of Film Classics, on a deal by 


which FC would perform the same 
function for him that Eagle Lion 
does for SRO. 

This sort of setup would mean 
establishment of a homeoffice by 
Wanger in New York with a sales 
chief and_ foreign department. 
There would be five or six sales 
execs throughout the country and 
some others abroad. The domestie 


staff would handle all the im- 
portant circuit accounts and first- 
runs. 

When Wanger’s own aides had 


milked a picture of perhaps 75% 
of its potential return out of these 


big accounts, it would be turned 
over to FC to peddle it to the 
smaller exhibs which Wanger’s 
own company wouldn't be fully- 


enough staffed to reach. FC would 
also provide physical handling fa- 
cilities for the product, do the ae 
counting and billing and other de- 
tail, just as EL does for SRO 
While Wanger’s plans are still 
rather nebulous, it is believed that 
he'd possibly build an organization 
around his New York sales rep, 
Producers Representatives, Ina, 
This is the Irving Lesser-Seymour 
Poe outfit that handles domestie 
and foreign sales supervision for 
Wanger, Sol Lesser, William Do- 
zier’s Rampart Productions and 


other indies. Possibility is also seen 


of other producers either coming 
in with Wanger as partners in the 
(Continued on page 18) 


Plan Test Case on U. S, 


Custom Dept.’s Right To 
Pre-Censor Film Imports 


Vog Film Co., New York indie 


| foreign film distributor, may instt- 
| tute a test case soon in New York 


federal court to determine whether 
U. S. Customs Bureau officials have 
the arbitrary right to withhold 
films from the U. S. market for 
reasons of censorship. Proposed ac- 
tion will be filed by Herbert Levy, 
staff counsel of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, which is cooper- 
ating with Vog chief Noel Meadow 
in the test. 

Suit will stem from the bureau’s 
action in refusing to release from 
customs a print of the French- 
made “White Legs,” to which Vog 


| has obtained U. S. distrib rights 
| through a down-payment to Majes- 
| tic Films, French outfit which pro- 
| duced it. Irving Fishman, chief of 


the customs bureau's restricted 
merchandise division, seized a print 


| of the film when it came over and 
| allegedly refuses to release it be- 


cause of some shots of a nude 
woman. Upon Meadow’s protest, 
the print was sent to Washington, 
which upheld the decision of the 
N. Y. office. 

Meadow has agreed to delete the 
nudity. but only if the cuts do not 


(Continued on page 6) 


Private Capital For 
Remake of ‘2 Hearts’ 


Philip Lipton, New York manu- 
facturer, is financing to the extent 
of almost $300,000 the remake of 
“Two Hearts in Three-Quarter 
Time,” which Douglas Sirk is pre- 
paring to shoot in Vienna. Budget 
on the pic is $800,000, half of 
which is being put up by a group 
of local Austrian financiers. 

No bank is involved in the deal, 





with Lipton advancing all the 
dollar credits that are needed. 
Remainder of the 50° in dollars 


is represented by the story, which 
Sirk tossed in the pot, and defer- 
ments on the producer-director’s 
Sirk made the original 
“Two Hearts.” 

United Artists will distribute 
the film and Sam Dembow, Jr., 
will rep the producer. 
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Sharp Upswing in No. of Theatres 
Throughout the World, Survey Reveals. 


country, Costa Rica, has only 77 
theatres, with 36,013 seats; El Sat 
vador has 28 theatres with 38,382 
seats. Hollywood product gets 98° 
of the playing time in British Hon- 
duras and 83° in Nicaragua. Over- 
all average for the section is 75%. 

In the Caribbean area, Cuba has 
che most theatres, 521, with 316,573 
seats. We get 70% of the playing 
time in them. Trinidad and Tobago 
between them have 40 theatres 
with 29,713 seats, and the Domini- 
can Republic has 53 theatres with 


Washington, May 31. 

The past two years have seen a 
sharp swing upward in the num- 
ber of picture theatres in the 
world. In a worldwide survey just 
completed by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce’s motion pic- 
ture-photographic branch, it is fig- 
ured that as of Jan. 1 last there ex- 
isted 90.097 film theatres, with a 
seating capacity of 48,750,147, in 
116 countries. While this does not 
take in everything, it includes the 
large countries and neatly sao 23.000 seats. Hollywood gets 95° 
gern of the playing time in Bermuda, 

About 72% of all features Windward Islands, Curacao and 
are American. Aruba; 97% in the Leeward Islands 

“This represents,” reported and 94% in Jamaica. U. S. does 


Nathan D. Golden, the depart- worst in the French West Indies | 








ment’s film chief, and his assistant, with only 50% of the total. 
Earl H. Young, “an increase of “Jn the Far and Middle East and 
11,123 theatres over the 1947 esti- the South Pacific countries, as of 
mated total of 78,974 theatres (Continued on page 22) 
with 42,667,411 seats. - sie 
“While a part of this increase, " -* Cj Mm 
especially in the European coun- 
re Pa and the Far East, ig werencre ompetitive ircuits : 
res that were closed because bs 
of the war and are now in opera- In Philly Co-op on 20th S 
ion again, a large portion repre- . 
pon new theatres that have been First 18 Day-and-Daters 
constructed during the past two Philadelphia, May 31. 
omer. 4 Seas New 20th-Fox “flexible availabil- 
PP coo es as a ities” plan kicked off to a fast start 
rein c pee ‘ here Thursday (26), as 18 nabe 
the parentage of Favy woes fs houses opened ‘Mr. Belvedere 
wet ergened over the, Worl, to. Goes to College” on a day-and-date 
7% in the Far East, where the @S!S. espite an all-day raintfa 
47% = ., for the opener, the Carman theatre 
U. S. is weakest, except for such i rma 
ts as the Soviet Union where took in $1,000 for the initial day as 
—". ; a against its usual gross of about $2,- 
our pictures fail to get through the aad Ses & toll cecahe 
iron Vere | Plan, which forms part of 20th’s 
Europe’s 52,344 Theatres recently-announced sales policy, is 
As of Jan. 1, Europe had 52,344 designed to reduce clearances and 
theatres with a seating capacity of permit multiple runs. As operated 
24,062,799, an upswing from the jn philly, theatres in 18 different 
43,652 houses and 21,147,707 seats jones established by 20th bid for 
in 1947. This is an increase of the product, which is released to 
19.9% in theatres and 13.8% 1M them 21 days after the close of the 
seats. . downtown first run, instead of the 
“Italy and (Germany, the sur 28 days they formerly waited. 
vey reveals, “have shown during Houses which win the bid in each 
the past two years the largest IM- joe then open simultaneously, 
erease of theatres on the — each playing the picture at least 
nent. While the figure for Italy coven days as against the former 
is not exact, it is the best estimate ailitvnstk valley of many of the 
available from sources considered aahe te Bi ‘y y 
iable. On Jan. 1, 1949,, d re : , 
to be relia , Excellent biz for the kickoff is 
Italy claimed 8,138 theatres with } icved to stem from the 1e- 
8,119,000 seats, against 5,400 the- Goo g bli it 4 Fo br 
tres with an estimated 3,000,000 Cemtee publicity an allynhoo 
aaole for the same period of 1947, 8!Ven the openings. Campaign was 
Germany reports 5,832 theatres in highlighted by a large co-op ad 
1949 with 2,000,000 seats, com papers, which for the first time was 
pared with 3,703 a in 1947 shamed by thauinas epevehed by 4it- 
7a ok decent the USSR ferent major circuits, including 
show that in 1949 there were 12,614 Warners, Goldman, etc., with 20th 
theatres with 5,300,000 seats, as Paying 50% of the cost. Ad report- 
compared with 10,565 theatres with — pry Ryd wins pater 
in 1947. 
ey ys aoe available out of UP by underline announcements in 
Albania, Estonia, Latvia and the theatre's regular directory list- 
Lithuania in this European round- ings. In addition, the houses prior 
up, and in Russia and certain satel- (Continued on page 22) 
lite countries the percentage - 
American screen time is not avail- 
able.” cect umm METRO STEPPING-UP 
Russia lists the largest number o 
theatres in Europe, by a wide mar- NO OF ITS RELEASES 
gin. Next is Italy with its 8,138 ae 
film houses. Other big exhibiting Indications that Metro may be 
countries are Germany, 5,832 the first of the majors to step up 
houses: France, 5,163 film houses; its releasing schedule were seen 
and the United Kingdom, 5,000 this week with the addition of ‘In 
theatres. U. S. films have their the Good Old Summer Time” to 
best playing time ratios in Ireland ‘he summer release roster. New 
and Luxembourg, in which the Hol- film ups the total -for July 
lywood product occupies 90% of and August from six to seven, 
the screen time. In Greece it has a he first time 2 — 
0%. vears tha e company has neare 
m In all of Latin America, includ- the one-picture-a-week schedule. 
ing the Caribbean area, there were While the hypoed distribution 
7.663 theatres seating 5.450.990 program ties in with M-G’s 25th 
on Jan. 1. as compared with 6,948 anni sales drive, it is also believed 
theatres and 4,772,664 seats in based on the faster playoffs now 
1947. This is an increase of 9.7% accorded pix in most situations and 
in theatres and 14.2% in seats over the upsurge in Metro’s production 
the two-year period. The U. S. activities, which makes _ possible 
features had 73% of the screen og the a of a backlog and 
laying time. the accelerated releasing. M-G 
° Brasil led South American on sales veepee William F. Rodgers 
Jan. 1. with 1,575 theatres and has often averred his release rate 
1,104,039 seats. Argentina had would be based on what the market 
1,690 theatres, but only 945,000 ‘ould absorb. Production veepee 
seats. Chile had 315 theatres and Dore Schary, meanwhile, has de- 
272.000 seats; and Colombia had clared 18 pictures would form a 
445 theatres and 250,000 seats. The “safe” backlog and it is believed 
U. S. averaged 64% of the South the studio will be able to attain 
American playing time. It did best that number despite the boost in 
in Surinam, with 90°, and British releases, since eight pictures were 
Guiana, 80%. It got only 40° in »°‘ore the cameras last week. 
Venezuela and 50% in Colombia -_ SS a a 
and French Guiana. It has 76% of DPiwan Megs ‘Iwo Jima’ 
the Brazilian screen time and 60° Sa Mav 31 
in Argentina. . ollywood, May 3 ; 
n ? ’ Republic assigned Allan Dwan 
Mexicans’ Wide Margin to direct its high-budget war pic- 
The Mexico - Central America ture, “Sands of Iwo Jima.” slated 
area shows the Mexicans leading to start in mid-July. 
by a wide margin with 1,666 thea- Edmund Grainger production 
tres and 1,500,000 seats, with the calls for practically am all-male 
U. S. getting 55% of the playiny cast, with only one gal in a minor 
time, lowest for this area. Next role. 
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Brasshat ‘Entry’ Preem 


cniversa nee 2%.2'~ | A Thumbnose Sketch—Freddy Block 


operation of the Justice Depart- | 

ment and the Swedish Embassy | By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
for an all-out brasshat preem of | 
its new semi-documentary, “Illegal! Fred Block was born in Los Angeles many years ago. This date has 
Entry,” night of June 8. It was been verified. The paper wrote, “An eight Ib. baby boy came to 

















Thursday in Philly’s three news- 


ert Cummings. Stars are ex- His early school days were spent at P. S. 39 on East 125th street 
pected to be at preem. where, at the age of seven, he was past his prime. At 10 he was a re- 
paint man for a hot tricycle ring! At 14 his parents talked him into 

/saw green grass was when they buried his uncle. 

He figured that all the world loves a lover and a man with authority 
bration. which has been confined He managed Bob in his first vaude touring show. In 1895-1899 Fred 
mostly to the trade until now, is managed the great James J. Corbett, and when James J. Jeffries de- 
slated for a nationwide publicity feated Fitzsimmons. Fred managed Jeffries for a short season. During 
are concentrating on their drive to 
have at least one Metro feature or 
short played in every available 
sumption was launched May 22 in 
the Sunday amusement sections 
of several New York newspapers 
other upcoming features. Look 
mag is scheduled to devote several 
pages in its June 21 issue to a 
the Best’ and produced by Frank 
Whitbeck of the studio publicity 
staff, will be released to theatres 
pany’s upcoming color features. 

Ten of Metro's 32 exchanges, 
meanwhile, have reported 100% 
end. M-G followed the same pat- 
tern in its 20th anni sales drive 
five years ago and discovered that 
| true this year. 

nni celebration is being ex- 
tended throughout the world and 


made with cooperation of Depart-| FRIGHTEN the home of Mr. and Mrs. Block.” When he was born hig 
running away from home. He was nearly a half mile from the house 
when he got hep and came back. He started going to burly shows at 
an early age; he went so often that when his mother would take off her 
|to write passes, so he decided to become a manager. He had an ex. 
| pression of contented gloom and misery decorating his face so he was 

and exploitation splash within the the fight between Jeffries and Fitzsimmons, Fred before the fight said to 

next several weeks via magazine Bob, “May the best man win.” And Bob said, “I thought you were on 

theatre in the world during the 

year, looking for the idea to pay 

via full-page ads. They plugged 

“Barkleys of Broadway” an 

picture layout on M-G’s_ studio 

anni party and Photoplay is also 

as socn as the company chiefs de- 

cide how best to distribute it. 

coverage of theatres in their terri- 

_tories and managers in the other 

many of the theatres which had 

not previously booked Metro prod- 

Loew's International prez Arthur 

M. Loew reports similar success 


ment of Justice. ‘ parents joined Parents Anonymous! He wasn’: a bad looking baby as 

Starring in film is the Swedish babies goo. Things were rough when he was a baby—no talcum pow. 

apron he would applaud! When other kids were cutting teeth, he was 

D0 N ON ITS cutting crap games. He finally decided to go out in the world to see, 

OTH ANNI just the type. In 1895 he became Bob Fitzsimmon’s manager. At the 

|time he said to Fitzsimmons, ‘“Let’s make this a gentleman’s agree- 
stories, newspaper ads and a spe- 
cial 40-minute M-G ballyhoo short. 
off with new exhib customers as 

well as with publicity. 

“Stratton Story,” both current 
N. Y. first runs, as launching the 
plugging the company with a sev- 
eral-page story in the June issue. 
Short is in black-and-white but 
includes several Technicolor se- 
. branches have guaranteed they’ll 
have a Metro film on the screen 
uct became permanent customers 
as a result of the drive. Company 
in getting Metro product on the 
|screens of all theatres in every 


Marta Toren, Ann Blythe and Rob- der! So his parents decided to move to N. Y. 
'his own misfortune. He went out west. Up to now the only time he 
Metro's 25th anniversary cele- ment.” And Fitzsimmons replied, “No use dragging in a third party!” 
Company sales execs, meanwhile, 
Anni ballyhoo for public con- 
anni celebration and also listed 
The special short, titled “Some of 
quences via clips from the com- 
of every theatre before the year’s 
| hopes the same situation will hold 
country open to U. S. pix. 





Rodgers plans to call a meeting of 
his divisional sales managers, 
either in New York or Chicago, 
following his return from the 
Coast at the end of July. Session 
will be given over to a discussion 
of M-G’s 25th anni sales drive and 
Rodgers will also discuss with the 
field toppers the new pictures he 
plans to onceover while at the 
studio. 

Sales exec is slated to ieave for 
the Coast June 20 to gander the 
new product and huddle with stu- 
dio execs Louis B. Mayer and Dore 
Schary. It will be his first trip to 
the Coast since February, when he 
held a national sa'es convention 
at the studio, so he will have four 
months of new features to look 
over. 

Schary, meanwhile, is schedued 
to arrive at the homeoffice from 
the Coast some time this week to 
see some Broadway shows and 
confab with Rodgers, Metro prez 
Nicholas M. Schenck and veepees 
Charles C. Moskowitz and J. Rob- 
ert Rubin. He'll be back at the 
studio before Rodgers gets out 


i there. 





MY side!” 

In 1899 Fred decided to stop managing the Knights of the Hit-and- 
Get-Away, and bec¢ame the representative of the U. S. Government at 
the Paris Exposition. He was in charge of the Retrospective Exhibits 
from the Smithsonian Institute. By the time he found out what Retro- 
spective Exhibits meant, the exposition was over. While in Paris he 
became acquainted with Oscar Wilde who had just finished his book, 
“De Profundis” or the “Ballad of Reading Gaol.” Oscar Wilde auto- 
graphed a copy to Fred—in back of the book. Fred later attended 
Wilde’s funeral, the least he could do for an autographed book. 


A Cardboard Lover 


| Some fellows become theatrical managers through an inherent talent, 

some by pull and some by birth, but Fred Block got cards printed. He 
| was a cardboard lover; he would give dames passes. He was a regular 
fellow going around town even slapping mosquitoes on the back. He 
‘now began wearing socks in the daytime! He became general manager 
for Sullivan, Harris & Woods in 1902. Traveled with Terry McGovern 
in “Bowery After Dark” until biz became too light. He also had charge 
of the production of ‘The Peddler,” starring the great Joe Welch. In 
1910 he took a crack at producing “The Right of Way” and “The 
| Barrier,” and took the profits to become a vaudeville producer with 
Jean Havez. In 1919 he had some money left so became active with 
Jack Gleason, producing two musical comedies, “The Rainbow Girl” 
and “Maid In Love.” The latter show won the storehouse prize of the 
year. 

In between times he never lost his love for fighters. He ran the 
James J. Corbett Special to Chicago for the Dempsey-Tunney fight 
where a bunch of the Friars heard a slow count for the first time. In 
1920 Block decided to take the matrimonial count and married the 
very charming Jean Walker. So far they have counted up to 29 and 
|expect to go to 50 at least! 

In 1923 Fred joined hands and bankroll with I. H. Herk with the 
Mutual Circuit of Burlesque Theatres. They were playing to a clientele 
that were in no mood for jokes. Fred stretched a million into a shoe- 
| String! “As one of the best amateur three cushion billiard players in the 
city (he never played in the country) he decided to buy the famous 
Jack Doyle’s Billiard Parlor and settle down. Fred was his own best 
customer. He finaliy got tired of seeing green cloths without faces so 
he took his cue and went out to manage Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
_Rascals. This lasted for two years and in 1946-47 he had charge of 

the concert unit for the USO, touring practically the entire U. S. 

You can see that this guy Freddy Block has a resistless energy. He 
is a go-getter. He goes into a revolving door behind you and comes out 
ahead of you; he even keeps walking when he is on an escalator! In 
1924 he found time, in conjunction with the late beloved William 
Morris, to help found the Jewish Theatrical Guild and has been its vice 
president ever since. In 1928 he took time off to run the James J. 
Corbett Special to Miami for the Friars to see the Sharkey-Stribling 
fight and while there decided to give a Friars’ Frolic. They played to 
$23,650 in one performance. On his return the Friars tendered him a 
testimonial dinner at the monastery where for the first time ladies were 
permitted. It was the first chance the wives had of seeing the place 
that their husbands claimed to be at during the day. He rated this big 
affair because Fred was one of the organizers of the Friars and man- 
aged practically all the Friars’ Frolics from 1910 to 1932. A pretty busy 
little guy. 


A Closeup 

| In looks, he looks like a guy that would sell you an Essex. He carries 
| his chest low; he must have something in his back pockets, because it 
can't be all him! He appears like a short wrestler who doesn’t like road 
work. His clothes are made by the best tailor in town . . . but not for 
him. He may not dress well, but he dresses warm! Without his glasses 
he couldn’t even hear! In a sports argument he is deadlier than & 
pigeon with a bombsight! 

And now Freddy Block is the executive manager of the new New 


- York Chapter of the Variety Club, which, like Freddy, leaves a wake of 


kindness and charity behind them. He belongs with a great gang like 
that, because he is an agreeable and generous friend and considerate 
man. He is as Broadway as Variery, a human person whose great asset 
is his naturalness and deep loyalty. In the neighborhood of Times S4. 
you can’t find another Block like him! 

















Plan Test Case 


Continued from page 5 


interfere with the story's continu- starred in the recent “Jenny 
ity. According to Levy, who also Lamour.” 
has seen the picture, there is no 
reason for cutting it since “anyone 
who blinks twice will miss the nude 
shots entirely.” He outlined the 
ACLU’s interest in the affair by pservers 
declaring the organization “do Poor picture, most trade 0 ustoms 
not believe in prior censorship of ae hey —. eon tury itse 
any form, includin ain- | Coaecres ba it with i 
mene.” & entertain rather than finding fault iyo 
If the scenes are obscene as *°* overtenss. Say a ! -_ ith 
charged, Levy said, then that point . a nS government 
should be made in the courts but film chief Fourre Cormeray de 




















No Over-Exposure? 
Paris, May 31. 
Terming ‘“Pattes Blanches” as 4 


It is wrong to give one man the clared that he is unaware of the 
power to order deletions. Film, real reason why “Blanches” has 
which Is now playing three then- been barred in the U.S. but added 
tres in Paris on a day-and-date the Customs’ decision is bein& 4P 
|run, stars Suzy Delair, who a!so pealed. 
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ANGLO COLD WAR IS HOT AGAIN 


Indies’ Battle for British Film 
Market Levels Attack on “48 Pact 


With 
Council 
now admitted 
dead—and the 


proposals of last 
on all 


Society of Inde- 


the Anglo-American Film+ 
month . 
sides to be | 


pending Motion Picture Producers | 


Jaying claim to being at least par- 
tially responsible — SIMPP prexy 
Ellis G. Arnal] is loading ammuni- 
tion for his next barrage in the 
indies’ Battle of Britain. He will 
demand immediate reopening —a 
year before schedule—of the entire 
agreement negotiated March 11, 
1948. between England and the 
American industry. 

Pact is the basic one, under 
which Yank firms are permitted to 
export $17,000,000 of their earn- 
ings in Britain. It was drawn up 
by Harold Wilson, prexy of the 
British Board of Trade; Eric John- 
ston, prez of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, and James A. 
Mulvey, prez of Samuel Goldwyn 
Productions, repping SIMPP. 

Two-year agreement is slated for 
reappraisal and possible renewal 
as of June 14, 1950. Arnall’s con- 
tention is that, since the British 
modified the pact unilaterally by 
subsequently adopting the 45% 
quota law and then both sides at- 
tempted to modify it further with 
the recent Anglo-American Coun- 
cil proposals, the entire agreement 
should at once be given a thorough 
0.0 

“One bite has already been taken 
out of the apple and it has teeth 
marks from a second try,” SIMPP 
prexy declared. “The result is that 
confusion and suspicion now sur- 
round the agreement. We’re back 
even farther than we were before 
the pact was made. It’s time, there- 
fore, that we clear the air by start- 
ing all over.” 

Stricly On a Govt. Level 

Arnald’s twist is, however, that 
the renegotiation not be by the 
British government on one side 
and the American industry on the 
other, but by the British govern- 
ment and the American govern- 
ment. This is in keeping with the 
policy that SIMPP has long advo- 
cated of the State Dept. doing the 
industry’s battling instead of it 
getting into uncqual contests con- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Rank Offers $3,240,000 
For UA Odeon Stock That 
Originally Cost $51,000 


Hollywood, May 31. 

Joseph M. Schenck enjoyed a 
chuckle when he heard that J. Ar- 
thur Rank is ready to pay 800,000 
pounds (about $3,240,000) for Unit- 
ed Artists’ interest in  Britain’s 
Odeon Circuit. When Schenck was 
chairman of the UA board about 
20 years ago he paid 250 pounds 
for a hunk of Odeon stock. Later 
the investment was increased 50° 
at an outlay of $50,000. Total cost, 
in dollars and pounds sterling, 
amounted to about $51,000. 

Incidentally, Schenck traded his 
two-thirds interest in Grauman’s 
Chinese theatre, a landmark on 
Hollywood blvd., for four Fox West 
Coast houses out of town. Deal 
means that the Chinese will be 
Owned completely by the 20th-Fox 
subsidiary circuit. 

Four theatres acquired by 
Schenck are: the Mission, a 1,178- 
seater, in San Jose; the Varsity, 
963, Palo Alto; the Wilson. 1,899, 
Fresno, and the Fox California, 
1,314, Richmond. 

Trade was part of a deal recent- 
ly made in Miami at a meeting be- 
tween Schenck and Charles P. 
Skouras, chief of FWC and. Na- 
tional Theatres, to conform with 
the 20th-Fox consent decree in the 
sovernment’s divorcement  pro- 
ceedings, breaking up joint inter- 
ests in United California Theatres. 

Eleven other UCT houses had 
previously been transferred to 
Schenck. They were: the United 
Artists theatres in Berkeley, El 
Centro, Long Beach, Inglewood, 
Pasadena and Belvedere Gardens; 
the Long Beach in Long Beach; 
the California and Capitol in Glen- 
dale; the Egyptian in Hollywood. 
and the Four Star in Los Angeles. 








U-I Options Siodmak 


Hollywood, May 31. 
Robert Siodmak is negotiating 
with UI to change his director con- 


tract into a one-picture-per-year 
deal. Option, calling for $2,850 a 


week, was recently 
the studio. 

Most of Siodmak’s recent work 
has been done on loanouts to other 
studios. His latest was “The Great 
Sinner” at Metro. 


Negro Pic Cycle 
Figures in H'wood 
Deal on Finian 


Sudden interest 
screen rights to “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” almost 2'2 years after the 
smash musical made its original 
click on Broadway, is believed to 
stem from Hollywood's new atti- 
tude on treatment of Negro dis- 
crimination. Instead of ducking 
the problem, three companies are 
racing with films on the subject— 
United Artists with Screen Plays 
Corp.’s “Home of the Brave,” 
which has already opened; Film 
Classics with Louis de _ Roche- 
mont’s “Lost Boundaries which 
will be out shortly, and 20th-Fox 
with Darryl F. Zanuck’s “Pinky,” 


picked up by 


currently in 


” 


which will be released later in the 


year. 


man is currently negotiating to 
acquire ‘“Finian” for $200,000. 
The musical, which ran almost two 
years on Broadway and has been 
on the road since October, has a 
very definite Negro discrimination 
theme. In it, a Southern senator, 
who treats colored people as sub- 


human, is by a miracle turned into | 


He learns first- 
like to be dis- 


a Negro himself. 
hand what it is 
criminated against. 

During the show’s Broadway run 
there wasn’t much film interest 
in it because of this angle. Feld- 
man has given no indication of his 
own intention, but it is thought 
that if this year’s trio of anti- 
Negro pix proves profitable at the 
b 


.o., he’d probably elect to leave | 


the script intact. 

Adding to this belief is the fact 
that E. Y. Harburg and Fred Saidy, 
who authored the show with Bur- 
ton Lane, have already completed 
a scenario in which Feldman is 
interested. Harburg said that the 
screenplay “provides a new ap- 
proach for film musicals.” 


50G Ad Budget For 


, b J 
Rep’s ‘Menace’ Opener 
Hollywood, May 31. 
Herbert J. Yates, Republic 
prexy, is spending $50,000 on ad- 
vertising to launch his new picture, 
“The Red Menace” in the Los An- 
geles district, starting June 9. 
Picture, made in secrecy, is 
described by Yates as “Republic’s 
most important film and certainly 
one that marks a milestone in the 
entire industry.” It deals 
the Communist situation. 





Sues for Minor’s Injuries 
Curly Fox and the Grand Ole 
Opry Co. were named defendants 
last week in a $50,000 damage suit 
filed in N. Y. federal court by 
Fred Schehorn. guardian of Donald 
Schehorn. An additional $7,500 is 
sought for the youth’s services. 

In August, 1947, according to 
the complaint, Fox wrongfully em- 
ployed the Schehorn lad to place 
seats and other certain work at Wi- 
nona, Mo. It’s charged that when 
the tent blew down the boy was 
badly injured. Fox assertedly is 
responsible due to his negligence 
in hiring an employee under age. 


Agent-producer Charles K. Feld- 


with | 


FFILMERS ASKING 
WHA HOPPENED' 


Hopes 0° a month ago for an 
armistice in the cold war between 





fhe U. S. and British film indus 
tries, following the Anglo-Ameri 
can Film Council peace _pipe- 


smoking in Washington, underwent 
a virtual atom-bombing during the 
past week. Not only was the slated 
session of British and U. S. nego 
tiators in New York tomorrow 
(Thursday) officially called off, 
but prospects .ook dim for the 
August meetings in London. If 
the latter are held at all, not much 
hope is seen that anything of value 
will come of them. 


Whole bevy of factors contribute 
to the current lack of sanguinity. 
No. 1 point, of course, is the lack 
of agreement in the industries on 
both sides of the Atlantic of the 
desirability of any such agreement 
for a promise of possible increased 
playing time on British circuits in 
return for a form of subsidy of 
British production as was proposed 
at the Washington conclave’ in 
April. Aside from that: 

1. The British Board of Trade is 
said to be opposed to the proposals 
because of their resemblance to a 
eartel arrangement and is unwill- 
ing to cut the quota below the 40% 
effective Oct. 1. 

2. Society of Independent Mo 
tion Picture Producers in the U. S. 
is continuing its barrage against 
the Washington proposals as a mat- 
ter of principle to “prevent any- 
thing thing similar happening in 

(Continued on page 24) 


SIR SIDNEY CLIFT PANS 
NEW ANGLO-U.S. ‘DEAL’ 


agreements reached 
by the recent Anglo-American 
Film Conference in Washington 
were characterized last week as so 
much “wishful thinking’ by Sir 
Sidney Clift, chairman and manag- 
ing director of Britain’s Clifton cir- 
cuit. In the U. S. for a month’s 
stay on a “fact-finding” trip, the 
onetime head of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors’ Assn. said he thought 
‘that Board of Trade prez Harold 
Wilson would hardly approve any 
of the proposals with the possible 
exception of the suggestion that 
the three major circuits in Britain 
annually show a minimum of 100 
American “A” features. 

Reflecting on the points contain- 
ed in the text of the agreements 





Tentative 


the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, Clift felt that as far as 
the independent exhibitors were 
concerned the Washington conclave 
had accomplished nothing. He said 
it was obvious that the delegates to 
the meet had no intention of aiding 
the exhibitor for prior to the ses- 
sions of April 21-22 the Anglo- 
| American Films Council refused to 
| permit exhibitors any representa- 
| tion at the conference. 

Clift rapped the existing British 
quota for, in his opinion, the regu- 
lation tends to restrict the theatre- 
man from booking films which 
have the greatest appeal to his pa- 
trons. The veteran exhib left for 
the Coast Saturday (28) for a 

| Short visit there. He was accom- 
panied by his son-in-law, Jack Par- 
sons, who is making his first trip 
to America. Both plan to return to 
Britain June 30 on the Queen Eliza- 
beth. 





ACAT Repudiates D.C. Deal 
London, May 31. 

Assn. of Cine & Allied Techni- 
cians is protesting to Board of 
Trade president Harold Wilson 
against the recent Anglo-American 
film talks. Claiming the British 
representatives at the Washington 
conference were not authorized to 
speak for the entire industry, the 
union urges that the BOT chief 
hold discussions with labor before 
the council's proposals are consid- 
ered. 

Meanwhile, a similar protest has 
been filed by the National Assn. of 
Theatrical & Kine Employees. 
Both complaints will be likely 
weighed when Wilson returns from 
his current Canadian trip. 





‘ments as 


outlined by Eric Johnston, head of | 


, New 


EL’s Rank Tie Forfends U.S. Distrib 


Of Selznick-Korda’s Competitive Pic 





L. A. Lockout Suit 


Los Angeles, May 31. 

Lockout suit against nine major 
film studios was filed here in fed- 
eral court by nine members of the 
AFL carpenters union 

Kach of the plaintiffs demands 
$100 a week wages, retroactive to 
Sept. 23, 1946, declaring they were 
illegally deprived of their jobs be- 
cause of a strike. 





Cal. Solons Call 
40% Brit. Quota 
A Govt Problem 


Washington, May 31. 
There has been an angry reac- 
tion by California congressmen to 
the British government’s refusal to 
consider shaving the 40° domestic 
film quota. The Californians noti- 
fied the State Department in no 
uncertain terms that the British 
government had no right to unload 
on the big American and English 
producers the settlement of a 
problem which was created by Act 
of Parliament. The Californians 
called for further action by our 
Government to break up. the 
British quota, asserting that the 
British were thumbing their noses 
to the Reciprocal Trade agree- 
well as the General 
Agreement on Trade and Tariffs. 
No comment was forthcoming 
from MPA, which was also notified 
of the British government decision 
by our State Department. 
Bluntest comment came from 
Rep. Cecil R. King (D., Calif.), 
chairman of a special sub-commit- 
tee of California congressmen, to 
work for lowering the British bar- 
riers. He wrote in part to Acting 
Secretary of State James E. Webb: 
“The British government’s reply 
can only be termed a shabby per- 
formance. No attempt by the 


British Ministry supinely to hide | 
behind the Joint Anglo-American | 


Film Advisory Council can obscure 
(Continued on page 24) 





| Expect Break Soon in N.Y. 


Pix Collarites’ Demands 


A break in the five month dead- 
lock between the major com- 
panies and homeoffice whitecollar- 
ite unions in new contract negotia- 
tions is expected within the next 
two weeks. Situation was eased 
slightly by an industry hint that 
they were ready to take the old 
whitecollarite pacts as a basis for 
bargaining. Formerly the com- 
panies held out for elimination of 
seniority and severance pay pro- 
visions. Committee of the Screen 
Publicists Guild and Screen Office 
& Professional Employees Guild 
will meet with the companies 
shortly in another effort to reach 
a settlement. 

Both unions, meantime, are 
stepping up their boycott demon- 
strations against major-owned the- 
atres. Pledges of support from the 
York City CIO Council and 
numerous trades unions were re- 
ceived this week with a postcard 
campaign being directed toward 
Major Leslie R. Thompson of RKO, 
spokesman for the industry com- 
mittee. Picketing has also been in- 
tensified against the Loew’s chain 
in the New York area. 

Attempts by the AFL’s sign 
painters and decorators Local 230 
to take over jurisdiction of home- 
office flacks were nixed yesterday 
(Tues.) by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board. Charles Douds, 
NLRB director for the N. Y. area, 
threw out Local 230’s petition for 
collective bargaining elections at 
RKO on grounds that it had no 
justifiable claim to represent that 
unit. AFL move was initiated by 
about a dozen RKO artists who 
resigned from SPG several months 
ago. 


* Deal 


between the Selznick Re- 
leasing Organization and Sir Alex- 
ander Korda for distribution by 
SRO in the U. S. and Canada of 
Korda’s “Case of Lady Brooke” has 
fallen through. Cancellation of the 
pact resulted from a nix by Eagle 
Lion on handling the pic for SRO, 
Since EL already distributes J. 
Arthur Rank product here and 
would be in the position of releas- 
ing films by the competing British 
producers. 

| EL got into the situation via its 
recent arrangement with SRO. Un- 
der this setup it handles residual 
selling of small accounts and pro- 
vides physical and accounting fa- 
cilities for the Selznick organiza- 
tion. When David O. Selznick re- 
cently made the agreement with 
Korda to take on distribution of 
“Brooke,” it no doubt did not oe- 
rur to him that EL would be block- 


ed from handling it by its Rank 
commitment 
Selznick has other deals with 


Korda for a series of pix which are 
being produced jointly in England. 
It is believed that there will be no 
restriction on EL handling them, 
since they are in a different cate- 
gory from “Brooke.” While the 
latter was a straight distribution 
deal on a percentage fee, the joint- 
ly-produced films will be wholly- 
owned by Selznick in the Western 
Hemisphere. They will actually be 
not Korda films but Selznick films 
in this country. 

“Brooke” stars Myrna Loy and 
was produced in England and Italy 
by Gregory Ratoff. It was to have 
been retitled “Capri Incident.” 

Sidney Deneau, SRO's v.p. in 
charge of distribution, is turnin 
over to EL this week‘“Portrait a 
Jennie” for residual selling. SRO’s 
own staff has been selling it to date 
and has pretty well run through all 
the major accounts. They'll con- 
tinue with some unsold situations 
and supervise EL’s selling of the 
other accounts. 


WB’s Ist Nat’] Sales 
Conv. in 3 Years Set 
For June 9-11 in N.Y.C. 


Warner Bros. top brass from the 
Coast and abroad will converge in 
New York next week for the com- 
pany’s first annual sales convention 
in three years to be held at the 
Waldorf-Astoria June 9-11. The 
three Warner brothers, Harry M., 
Jack L. and Major Albert, will be 
present at the meet over which 
Ben Kalmenson, distrib vice-prexy, 
will preside. 

One of the top points on the 
agenda will be discussions of mer- 
chandising plans for the company’s 
releases for the remainder of the 
season, including “The Fountain- 
head,” starring Gary Cooper and 
Patricia Neal; “The Girl From 
Jones Beach,” Virginia Mayo- 
Ronald Reagan starrer; “Look for 
the Silver Lining,” starring June 
Haver. Ray Bolger and Gordon 
MacRae, and “The Lady Takes a 
Sailor,” starring Jane Wyman and 
Joseph Cotten. Company execs 
will also describe the studio's large- 
scale production plans for the 
future. 








Variety Clubs’ Takeover 
Of Saranac Hosp Feted 


Saranac Lake, May 31. 

Variety Clubs International will 
mark the takeover of the Will 
Rogers Hospital here with an all- 
day ceremony June 9. Organiza- 
tion has extended invites to former 
officers and directors of the insti- 
tution, company heads, trade 
papers and other industryites to 
join in the festivities. Junket will 
leave from Grand Central Station 
via private sleeping cars June 8, 
arriving here early the next day, 
and making the return trip the 
same evening. 

Richard Walsh, International Al- 
liance of Theatrical and Stage 
Employees’ prexy, was elected & 
veepee of the hospital. 


— - 
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Outdoor Weather Bops L.A.; ‘Quartet 
Loud $9,000, Cat’ Not So Big $19,500, 


‘Window 486, ‘Younger’ Fair 376 





Los Angeles, May ar. @ 
Long holiday weekend failed to | 
sharpen firstrun grosses here be- 
cause of general out-of-town exo- 
dus caused by favorable outdoor | 
weather. However. “Quartet” | 
kicked off smash and looks great | 
$9,000 or better in first week at 
Laurel. 
“Lust for Gold” is showing 
strength in two theatres after 
opening last Sunday (29). “Younger 
Bros.” is only fair $37,000 in three 
Warner houses. “Blonde From 
Bashful Bend” shapes very slow 
$35,000 in four situations. = 
“Big Cat” looks weak $19,500 in | 
five spots. Second frame of “Lady | 
Gambles” looms mild at $22,000 | 
in five locations. Final six days | 
of “Champion” is okay $20,000 in | 
four sites, fifth stanza. “Streets oi 
Laredo” is just passable at $23,500 
in two Par houses, second frame. 
“Red Shoes” is climbing to near 
$7,000 in 22d roadshow week. 
Estimates for This Week 
3everly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (PrinCor) 
(834; 902; 1,106; 512; 55-$1)— 
“Champion” (UA) (5th wk). Okay 
$20.000 or near. Last week, $22,000. | 
binese. Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 


1,719; 60-$1)—‘“Beautiful Blonde” 
(20th) and “Leave To Henry” 
(Mono). Very slow $35,000. Last 


week, “Mr. Beivedere” (20th) and 
“Arctic Fury” (Indie) (3d wk), $27,- 
900. | 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern | 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— | 
“Younger Brothers’ (WB). Fair| 
$37,000. Last week, “Casablanca” 
(WB) and “G-Men” (WB) (reissues), | 
nice $28,700. | 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire | 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1)— | 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (3d wk-6 days). 
Down to $19,000. Last week, fine 
$27,300. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) 
—“‘Big Cat” (EL) and “Broken 
Journey” (EL). Mild $9,000 here, 
with slim $19,500 in 5 day-dating 
houses. Last week, “Fan” (20th) 
and “Fighting Fools’ (Mono) (8 
days), $9,600 here, with $19,300 in 5 
situations. 


Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) 
(2,812: 2,890; 50-$1)—‘tLust for 
Gold” (Col) and “Secret of St. 


Ives” (Col). Opened Sunday (29). 
Last week, “Window” (RKO) and 
“Woman’s’ Secret” (RKO) = (12 
days), okay $48,000. 

Los Angeles, 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Streets Laredo” (Par) and 
“Streets San Francisco” (Rep) 
(L.A. Par only) (2d wk). Just okay 
$23,500. Last week, good $34,600. 

United Artists, 
(2,100; 1,370; 60-$1)— Lady Gam- | 
bles” (U) and “Enchanted Valley” | 
(EL) (2d wk). Fair $13,500 with 
$22,000 in 5 spots. Last week, | 
$18,700, with $30,000 in 5 situa- | 
tions. . | 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) | 
—‘‘Marriage in Shadows” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Below $2,000. Last week, 
good $2,500. 


Fine Arts (FWC) (679: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (22d 
wk). Fast $7,000 or close. Last 


week, oke $5,300. 

Four Star ‘UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘Scott of Antarctic’ (EL). Scant 
$1,300. Last week. “Pygmalion” 
(Indie) (reissue) (2d wk), $2.700. | 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; $1.20)— | 
“Quartet” (EL). Smash $9,000 or | 
better. ast week, ‘‘Mons. Vin- 
cent” (Indie) (6th wk), $2,300. 


‘BLONDE’ NSC $14,000, 
DENVER; ‘WINDOW’ 116 


Denver, May 31. 
With Western League ball games 
cutting into film biz and long week- 
end that took many out of city, 
outlook currently is very dull. | 
“Blonde From Bashful Bend” is 
disappointing in three houses while 
“The Window” is not bright at Or- 
pheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1.500: 35- 
74),—“Criss Cross” (U) and “End 
of River’ (U) (2d wk). Down to 
3 500. Last week, good $7.000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 





| 


—‘Streets of Laredo” (Par) (2d 
wk). Nice $12,500. Stays again. 
Last week, big $14,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 


“Blonde From Bashful Bend” (20th) 
and “Angel in Exile” (Rep). day- 
date with Esquire, Webber. Modest 
$11,000. Last week. “Flamingo 
Road” (WB) and “State Depart- 
ment” (FC), $17,000. | 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—| 

(Continued on page 24) 


Hollywood Para- 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $567,500 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $649,500 
(Based on 16 theatres) 





Stratton’ Socko 
$74,000 Tops D.C. 


Washington, May 31. 

Biz is very spotty currently, with 
long weekend not too much help. 
“Stratton Story” is very hot at 
Palace, and getting lion’s share of 
holiday trade. “Africa Screams” 
plus vaude is better than average 
for Abbott-Costello at Capitol. 
“Green Promise” at RKO Keith's 
shapes slow despite favorable press. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Africa Screams” (UA), plus vaude. 
Good $22,000. Last week, “Bark- 
leys of Broadway” (M-G) (2d wk) 
plus vaude, big $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Green Promise” (RKO). Thin $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘Judge Steps Out” 
(RKO), same. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
—“‘Casablanca’”’ (WB) (reissue). 
Sturdy $10,000 in 9 days. Last 
week, “Since You Went Away” 
(RKO) (reissue), $3,500 in 5 days. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—‘Tree Grows in Brooklyn” (20th) 
(reissue). Slim $3,000. Last week, 








“Smith to Washington” (RKO) (re- 


issue), $3,000 in 4-days. 


Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Stratton Story” (M-G). Sock $24,- 
Last week, “Bel- 
vedere to College” (20th) (2d wk), 


000 to top town. 


$17,000. 
Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
—‘‘Quartet” (EL) (4th wk). Fine 


$7,000 for third consecutive week. 


Holds again. 
Warner (WB) (2,164: 
“Younger Brothers” (WB). 


“Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) 


week, ditto and over hopes. 
| 





weet crwe) Barkleys’ Bright 2246, 


Prov.; ‘Flamingo’ 136, 


- “Gunga Din’-‘Patrol’ 126 


Providence, May 31. 


With a fairly cool Memorial Day 
weekend tending to keep motorists 
near home, main stemmers are en- 
than average biz. 
Leading the list with hefty play is | 
of Broadway,” 
| “Flamingo Road” also is stout at! 


combo of 
“Gunga Din” and “Lost Patrol” is 


joying better 


State’s “Barkleys 


Majestic and_ reissue 


big at Albee. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2.200; 44-65)— 
“Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost 
Patrol” (RKO) (reissues). Big 


| $12,000. Last week, “The Window” 


'(RKO) and ‘Woman's’ Secret” 
(RKO), sock $15,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1.400: 44-65)— 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th) and 
‘‘Palooka Winner Take All” 
(Mono). Good £8,000. Last week. 
“This Time Keeps” (M-G) and 
Benny Desmond heading stage- 
show, nice $8,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 44-65)— 


“Flamingo Road’ ‘WB). 
$13,000. Last week, * 


(20th) (2d wk), big $12.000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100: 44- 


65\—“‘Crooked Way” (‘UA) and 
“Bomba Jungle Boy” (Mono). Dis- 
appointing $6,000. Last week, 


“Impact” (UA) and “Amazing Mr. 


X” (EL), $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3.200: 44-65)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G). 
Solid $22.500. Last week, ‘“Por- 
trait of Jennie” (SRO) and “Big 
Jack’’ (M-G), nice $16,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65)—“‘Bride of Vengeance” (Par). 
Opened Monday (30). Last week. 
“We Were Strangers” (Col) and 
“Make Believe Ballroom” ‘Col), 
trim $15,000 in 9 days. 





'(U) and “Rose of Yukon” 


44-74)— 
Satis- 
factory $14,000, but disappointing 
for holiday week. Last week, “We 
pe Strangers” (Col), good $17,- 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)—_ 
(6th 
wk). Spurting to nice $5,500. Last 


Nifty 
3elvedere To 
College” (20th) and “The Hideout” 


, week, 
\ 


‘Baltimore’ Okay $9,500 
Despite Port. Downbeat 


Portland, Ore., May 31. 

Biz is off in downtown houses 
this week because of outdoor activ- 
ities and only fair product. Ad- 
venture in Baltimore” is faring well 
but “Portrait of Jennie” is disap- 

inting. 
as Sotimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
__“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) and 
“Last Bandit” (Rep). Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “Family Honeymoon | 
( (Rep) | 





(10 days), $11,200. 

Oriental (H-E) 
“Adventure in Baltimore” ( 
and “Red Stallion in Rockies’ 
day-date with Paramount. Okay | 
$3500. Last week, “Tulsa” (EL) | 
and “Bad Men of Tombstone 
(Mono), okay $2,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Nick Beal” (Par) and “Feuding 
Sisters” (EL). So-so $6,000. Last 
week. “Tulsa” (EL) and “Bad Men | 
of Tombstone” (Mono), $5,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Adventure Baltimore” (RKO) and 
“Red Stallion Rockies” (EL), also 


(2,000; 50-85)— | 
(RKO) | 
(EL), | 


|Oriental. Okay $6,000. Last week, | 


“Bride of Vengeance” (Par) and) 
“The Mutineers” (Col), $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Big $9,500. Last week, 
$11,200. 

Guild (Parker) (485; $1.80-$2.40) 
— ‘Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk). 
Upped $7,500. Last week, strong 
$6,200. 





K. C. Lags But ‘Stratton’ 


Sturdy $19,000; ‘Blonde’ 
Modest 156, 3 Houses 


Kansas City, May 31. 
Two important new films are get- 


| ting moderate to good money, with 


others only so-so. “Stratton Story” 
shapes good at the Midland. “Beau- 
tiful Blonde Bashful Bend” in three 
spots will be only medium. “Streets 
of Laredo” at Paramount is mild. 
Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 

$2.40)—‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk). 


Excellent $2,800. Last week, $3,000. | 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 


“Stratton Story” (M-G) and ‘“Feath- | 


ered Serpent” (Mono). Stout $19,- 
000, and holdover. Last week, 
| “Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) and 
“The Judge” (FC) (2d wk), $11,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“The Window” (RKO) and “Wom- 
an’s Secret” (RKO). Average $10,- 
500. Last week, ‘Walking Hills” 
(Col) and “Song of India’ (Col), 
$9,000. “ 
Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) 
extra publicity from visit of Co- 
rinne Calvet and John Bromfield. 
Medium $10,000. Last week, ‘“‘Dream 
Is Yours” (WB; (2d wk), $9,000. 
| Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Ride, Ryder, Ride” (EL) and 
“Hold That Ghost” (Indie) (reissue). 
Fair $3,500. Last week, “Red Stal- 
lion in Rockies” (EL) and “Million 
Dollar Weekend” (EL), same. 
Tower-U ptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100; 2,043; 700; .45-65)— 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th). 
Modest $15,000 in 8 days. Last 
week, “Red Pony” (Rep). Mild 
$10,000 in 6 days. 


Seattle’s Lost Weekend; 
‘Kettle’ Beils $12,000 


Seattle, May 31. 
Batch of new product is bring- 
ing in the patrons this week. Long 
holiday weekend took many out of 
town. Top newcomer is ‘Ma and 
Pa Kettle,” fine at 


“Streets of Laredo” also is okay 
at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84)— 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) and 
“Cheated Law” (20th) (6th wk). 
Solid $5,000. Last week, $4,800. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877: 50-84)— 
“Big Jack” (M-G) and 
(SQ). Oke $8.000. Last 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) and 
Tribe” (Col), $7,400. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 50- 
84)—“Blonde From Bashful Bend” 
20th) and “Arson, Inc.” (SF). Mild 





week, 
“Lost 


$8,000. Last week, “Bride of Ven- 
geance” (Par) and “Lost Bandit” 
‘Rep), fair $7,900. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650: 
50-84)—“‘Barkleys of Broadway” 
(M-G) and “Mutineers” (Col) (24 
wk). Big $11,000. Last week 
$14.500. 


Music Hall (H-E) (2.200: 50-84) 
—-“‘We Were Strangers” (Col) and 
“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col). 
Just okay $8,000. Last week, “The 
Fan” (20th) and “Crime Doctor’s 
Diary” (Col), $3.300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 50-84)— 
“Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Homi- 
cide” (WB). Fine $12,000. Last 

“Flamingo” (WB) and 
(Continued on page 24) 


with | 


Orpheum. 


“Omoo”’ | 


Sock Pix Up Hub; Blonde’ Big $27,000, 
Barkleys’ $41,000, ‘Laredo’ Hot 206 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tota! Gross 
This Week $2,686,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 195 
theatres. chiefly mrst runs. tn 
cluding N Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,471,000 
(Based on 18 cities, 170 


theatres) 


Stratton’ Philly 
Leader, $32,000 


Philadelphia, May 31. 

Brisk holiday weather is keeping 
firstrun turnstiles clicking here 
this week. 
there pitching to land the highest 
gross at Stanley, a 
“Younger Brothers,’ at Stanton, 
|and “City Across River,” at Karl- 
|ton, are other sturdy entries. 
| Lionel Hampton band onstage is 
| boosting “C-Man” into a_ great 
| stanza at Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) — 
“Life of Riley’ (U). Fine $12,000. 
| Last week, ‘Lawton Story” (Indie), 
$5,000. 











é 


venture in Baltimore” (RKO). Mild 

| $10,000. Last week, “Night Unto 
Night” (WB), $14,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘“C- 
Man” (FC) with Lionel Hampton 
;on stage. Great $30,000. Last 
week, “Champion” (UA) (3d wk), 
sock $15,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — 
i\““Blonde from Bashful Bend” 
(20th). Mild $17,000. Last week, 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) (2d 
wk), $11,000 in 5 days. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
99) — “Barkleys of Broadway” 


; Boston, May 3} 

Memorial weekend biz here was 
boosted by cool weather and plenty 
of sock product, the Hub being in 
the groove currently. “Blonde from 
Bashful Bend” at the Met is in top 
but day-date run of “Barkley’s 
Broadway” at State and Orpheum 





and Fenway. 
ond week at three houses. 


|“One Woman’s Story” 


| 


“Stratton Story” is in| 


socko total. | 


will get biggest total. “Streets 
Laredo” looks okay at Paramount 
“Champion,” sec. 


roa shapes 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Jaycox) (1,200: 40-85) 


(U). Neat 


$9,000. Last week, “Secret Gar- 


den” (M-G) (3d wk), $4,500. 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-85) 
“Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost Pa- 
trol” (RKO) (reissues). Big $20. 
000 for these oldies. Last week 
“Big Jack” (M-G) and “Search for 


| Danger” (FC), $16,000. 


Esquire (ATC) (1,000: 40-85)— 
“Champion” (UA) (2d wk). Good 
$5,000, after big $6,000 first. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373: 40-85)— 
“Streets Laredo” (Par) and S 
Man” (FC). Staunch $8,000. Last 


week, “Manhandled” (Par) and 
“Temptation Harbor’ (Mono), $7- 
000. 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; 40-85)— 
“Champion” (UA) (2d wk.). Hold- 
ing to fine $5,000, after $6,500 
opener. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-85)— 
‘Lady Gambles” (U) and ‘Brothers 
in Saddle” (RKO). Trim $24,000. 
Last week, “Judge Steps Out” 
(RKO) and “Incident” (Mono), $21,- 


| 000. 


Boyd (WB) (2,360: 50-99)—“Ad- | 


Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 40- 
85)—“‘Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th) 


and “Arson, Inc.” (SG). On top 
with sock $27,000. Last week, 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) (2d wk.), 


$23,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)—~— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G). 
Great $26,000. Last week, ‘Force 
of Evil” (M-G) and “Caught” 
(M-G) $19,000. 


Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘‘Streets Lardeo” (Par) and “C- 
Man” (FC). Okay $12,000. Last 
week, “Manhandled” (Par) and 
| “Temptation Harbor” (Mono), $11,- 
000. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800: 40-85)— 


(M-G) (3d wk). Great $17,000. Last | 


week, $20,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
| —‘‘City Across River” (U). Sock 
| $16,000. Last week, ‘Ma, 
| Kettle” (U), $7,000. 


Keith’s (Goidman) (1,700; 50-99) 


| 
| 


Pa | “Barkleys of Broadway” 


'“Champion” (UA) (2d wk.). 


—“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (6th. 


wk). Good $5,000. 

about same. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)— 

“We Were Strangers” (Col) (2d 


Last week, 


| 


wk). Nice $19,000 after good $27,- | 
| 


000 opener. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99) — 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) Town’s 
topper at big $32,000. Last week, 
“Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk), $14.000. 

Stanton (WB) 
“Younger Brothers’ (WB). Solid 
$15,000. Last week, “Crooked 
Way” (UA), $9.000. 
® Studio (Goldberg) (490: 50-99)— 
| be ac ga yy (4th wk). Holding 
up well at $6,500. Last wee 
oh 006 t week, fine 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 2.40- 
$1.20)—“Red Shoes” (EL) fasa wk, 
| Nearing end of record run but still 
nice $6,500. Last week, $7,000. 


Indpls. Auto Race Hurts, 
But ‘Barkleys’ $17,000 


Indianapolis, May 31. 

Weekend crowds for the 500-mile 
| Memorial Day auto classic did no 
good to firstrun film biz. Only 
“Barkleys of Broadway” got a good 
holiday play, drawing a fine total 
at Loew’s. “Ma and Pa Kettle” 
is Okay at Circle. 

Estimates for This Week 





Circle (Gamble - Dolle) (2,800: 
44-65)—"Ma, Pa Kettle’ (U) and 
Streets San Francisco” (Rep). 


Oke $11,000. Last week. “Jigsaw” 
. Las ; gsaw 
(UA) with Benny Goodman orch 


onstage, modest $17,500 at 50-90¢ 
scale. 


Indiana (G-D) 
“El Paso” (Par) “Feathered 
Serpent” (Mono). Gloomy $9,000. 
‘a oo “Mother Is Freshman” 
( ) an “Search for Pf 
a 3 $12,000. _— 

soew's (Loew's) (2,450: 44-65)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) and 
Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). Hefty 
eee a week, “Undercover 

an” (Col) and “Big Jack” . 
so-so $10,000. ee ee 

Lyrie 


(3.300: 
and 


44-65)— 


: ‘(G-D) (1,600: 44-65)-— 
Red Pony” (Rep) and “Smoky 
Mountain Melody” (Col). Modest 
$5,000. Last week, “Bomba” 
‘Mono) and “Strike It Rich” 


; (Mono), ditto. 


| 





(1,475; 50-99) — | 


Good 
$9,000 after nice $12,000 first. 
State (Loew) (3,500; 40-86)— 
(M-G). 
week, 
and 


Very nice $15,000. Last 
“Force of Evil’ (M-G) 
“Caught” (M-G), $12,000. 


Ford Strike Hurts Det.; 
‘Blonde’ Robust $30,000, 
‘Laredo’ Lively $21,000 


Detroit, May 31. 
Ford strike here is beginning to 
cut into film boxoffice. But this 
is counteracted somewhat by 
plenty of stay-at-homes over Me- 
morial Day weekend because of 





cool weather. “Blonde From 
Bashful Bend” at Fox is showing 
plenty of life. Next best are 


“Streets of Laredo” at Michigan 
and “Ball Game” in second week 


|}at Adams. 





'“Amazon Quest” 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th) and 
(Agay). Sweet 
$30,000. Last week, “Belvedere 
to College” (20th) and “Last Wild 
Horses” (SG) (2d week), $21.000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,- 
000; 70-95)—“Streets of Laredo” 
(Par) and “Blondie’s Big Deal! 
(Col). Solid $21,000. Last week, 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) and 
“Mutineers” (Col), $18,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)— 
“Woman's Secret” (RKO) and 
“Tarzan’s Fountain” (RKO). Mod- 
est $13,000. Last week, “Man- 


handled” (Par) and “Loaded Pis- 
tols” (Col), $12,000. 


United Artists (UD) (2.000; 70- 
95)—“Lust for Gold” (Col) and 
“Manhattan Angel” (Col). Oke 
$17,000. Last week, “We Were 
Strangers” (Col) and “Make 
lieve Ballroom” (Col) (2d wk), 
$10,000. 


Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95) 
“Impact” (UA) and “Old-Fashione 
Girl” (UA). Slow $8,000. srt 
week, “Outpost in Morocco (UA! 
and “Duke of Chicago” ‘Mone 
(2d wk), nice $9,000. 

Adams (Balaban) 
—‘“Ball Game” (M-G) 
Fine $16,000. Last wee 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900: 
95)—“Big Jack” (M-G) and 


(1.700; 70-95) 
(2d wk!. 
"$20,000. 
. 70- 
“Su- 


sanna Pass” (Rep). Dull $8,000; 
Last week, “City Across River 
(U) and “Ride Ryder Ride (Be, 
| (2d wk), oke $7,000. 
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Chi Soar $ fo Strongest Biz In Weeks: “Omaha B.0. Offish But 


‘Laredo’ Fair at $10,000 


‘Yankee -Cats Fine $55,000, ‘Brave’ 
New High 466, Morocco’ Lush 18G ===" caes'dp se 


Chicago, May 31. 

Helped by Memorial Day, seven 
new bills and cool weather, Chi biz 
is soaring to best grosses in the 
past month. “Home of Brave,” at 
the Woods, broke pop price record 
with $8,000 and should hit a new 
high at $46,000 in first week. 

Chicago, with “Connecticut 
Yankee” and Harmonicats heading 
stage fare, looks dandy $55,000. 
“Portrait of Jennie” at Garrick 
should garner tall $14,000. Sur- 
prise entry is reissue combo of 
“Casablanca” and “G-Men” at Rial- 
to with robust $16,000. 

“Lust for Gold” at State-Lake is 
trim at $18,000. “Outpost in Mo- 
rocco” at the Palace appears very 
good at $18,000. 

In its second week, “Stratton 
Story” at Grand looks sharp with 
$13,000. 
“El Paso” also is okay holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) with 
Harmonicats to p ping stageshow. 
Nifty $55.000. Last week, ‘Belve- 
dere To College” (20th) with Fran- 
ces Langford and Jon Hall p.a. (2d 
wk), $47,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Portrait of Jennie’? (SRO). Big 
$14,000. Last week, “Arctic Man- 
hunt” (U) and “Duke of Chicago” 
(Rep) (2d wk), $4,500. 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding strong at $13,000. Last 


week, $17,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Africa Screams” (UA) with 
Three Stooges and Mischa Auer 
p.a. (2d wk). Okay $35,000. Last 
week, solid $44,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Outpost In Morocco” (UA) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). Very 
good $18,000. Last week, “Impact” 
(UA) and ‘“‘Make Believe Ballroom” 
(Col), $12,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Casablanca” (WB) and “G-Men” 
(WB) (reissues). Great $16,000. 
Last week, ‘“‘Raven” (FC), $7,400. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“El Paso” (Par) (2d wk). Neat $12,- 
000. Last week, $16,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40) — ‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (24th 
wk’). Trim $6,000. Last week, $7,- 
000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,500; 50-98) 
—‘“Lust For Gold” (Col). May hit 
bright $18,000. Last week, “Night 
Unto Night” (WB) (2d wk), $9,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98) — “Quartet” (EL) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $12,000. Last week, same. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073, 98)— 
“Home of Brave” (UA). Terrific 
$46,000, breaking all records for 
house, and all per grosses in Loop. 
Last week, “To Sea in Ships” (20th) 
(4th wk), $10,000. 


World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Mons. | 


Vincent” (Indie). Sweet $5,000. 
Last week, “Tragic Hunt” (Indie), 
$2,500. 


‘Barkleys’ Cheers Buff., 
$23,000; ‘Laredo’ 156 


Buffalo, May 31. 

Pacing field this week is ‘“Bark- 
leys of Broadway,” smash at the 
Buffalo. “Streets of Laredo” also 
is in the money at the Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G). 
Socko $23,000. Last week, “Crooked 
Way” (UA) and Sammy Kaye orch 
Onstage, $24,000. 

Great Lakes (Par) (3,400; 40-70) 
— "Streets of Laredo” (Par). Okay 
$15,500. Last week, “Bride of Ven- 
Seance” (Par) and “Tucson” (Fox), 
$13,000. 

Hipp 





(Par) 
“Younger Bros.” 
Dragon” (Mono). 
ess. Last week, 
(Par) and “Michael 
(Mono), $7.500. 

: Teck ‘Loew’s) (1,400; 40-70)— 
‘Big Jack” (M-G) and “The Hide- 
out” (Rep). Passable $6,000. Last 
week, “Litthke Women” (M-G) 
(m.o.), $5,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“He Walked by Night” (EL) and 
“Mutineers” (Col). Nice $13,000. 
Last week, “Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and 
‘Song of Indiay (Col), solid $16,000. 
_ Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40- 
70) — “Impact” (UA) and “Four 
Faces West” (UA). Oke $10,000 or 


(3,400; 40-70)— 
(WB) and “Sky 
Good $9,000 or 
‘“Manhandled” 
O'Halloran” 


near. Last week, “Pride of Yank- 
ees” (RKO) (reissue) and “Parole, 
Inc.,” (EL), nice $7,500 in 5 days. 


+ 


Roosevelt with $12,000 for | 


| Window” 











Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 


estimated figures are net in- 
come. 
The parenthetic admission 


prices however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Stewart $22,000 
Best St. Loo Bet 


St. Louis, May 31. 
“Stratton Story” is the brightest 
spot among mainstem houses this 
week, with three-day holiday slow- 
ing trade. James Stewart opus is 
sock at Loew’s Huge Memorial 
Day parade downtown helped Am- 
bassador and Loew’s a bit but hurt 
other spots. Personals by Linda 
Darnell, Paul Douglas and Jean 
Peters at preem of “It Happens 
Every Spring” helped biz at St. 

Louis, where sturdy week looms. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—"Casablanca” (WB) and “G-Men” 
(WB) (reissues). Nice $11,000. Last 
week, “To Sea in Ships” (20th) and 








“City Across River” (U) (m.o.), 
$10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G). Smash 
$22,000. Last week, ‘‘Barkleys of 


Broadway” 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 50-75)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) and “Make 
Believe Ballroom” (Col) (2d wk). 
Down to $10,500 after socko $15,- 
500 first stanza. 


| St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— | 
“Happens 


Every Spring” (20th) 
and “Red Stallion in Rockies” (EL). 
Sturdy $14,000. Last week. 
(RKO) and ‘“Woman’s 


| Secret” (RKO), $9,000. 








‘Shoes’ Frisco Stepper, 


$8,000; ‘Laredo’ Lusty 


17G, ‘Jennie’ Hep 216. 


San Francisco, May 31. 
Holiday trade is brisk if not big 
here this week. Helped by big 


| preem, “Red Shoes” shapes smash 
| at small Stagedoor. Great week is 


in prospect for “Streets of Laredo” 
at St. Francis. Also standout is 
showing being made by ‘Portrait 
of Jennie’ at Golden Gate. Shap- 


ing up well, too, is “Blonde From | 


Bashtul Bend” at Warfield. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60- 
85) — ‘Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) 
and “The Avenger” (EL). Strong 
$21,000. Last week, “The Window” 


'(RKO) and “A Woman's Secret” 
|(RKO) (2d wk). down to $10,000 
after solid opener. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 


“Flamingo Road” (WB) and “Mir- 
anda” (EL) (2d wk). Off sharply to 
$14,000. Last week, husky $22,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85) — 
“Blonde From’ Bashful Bend” 
(20th) and “Man About House” 
(20th). Trim $18,000. Last week, 
“Night Unto Night’ (WB) and 
“Louisiana Story” (Indie), $8.500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) and 
“Little Orphan” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Strong $16.000. Last week, smash 
$25,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-65)— | 


“Streets of Laredo” (Par). Great 
$17.000. Last week. “Bride of 
Vengeance” (Par) (2d wk), $7,500. 


(M-G) (2d wk), $15,000. | 


“The | 


Omaha, May 26. 


week’s generally duli biz. “We 


at the Orpheum while “Streets of 
_Laredo” is fair at Paramount. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—‘‘Sun Comes Up” (M-G) and 


“Highway 13” (SG). Slender $9.- 
000. Last week, “Bad Men of 
Tombstone” (Mono) with Orrin 


Tucker-Preston Foster stageshow, 
fair $18,500 at 20-80c scale 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)) 

“We Were Strangers” (Col) and 
“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col). 
Good $8,000. Last week, “Under- 
cover Man” (Col) and “Song of 
India” (Col), $8,500. 


| Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
| 65)—“Streets of Laredo” (Par) 
Fair $10,000. Last week, “To Sea 
in Ships” (20th), $11,300. 

State (Goldberg) (865: 16-65) 
“Pa, Ma Kettle” (U). Opened Sun- 
day (29). Last week, “Ball Game” 
(M-G) (3d wk), great $6,000. 


Stratton’ Wham 
$24,000, Pitt Hit 


Pittsburgh, May 31. 

_ Two baseball pictures are lead- 
ing the pack this week, both 
“Stratton Story” at Penn and “It 
Happens Every Spring” at Harris 
doing very well and building into 
holdovers. “Bad Boy” is taking it 
on chin at Warner. “Younger 
gual looks only so-so at Stan- 
ey. 





Estimates for This Week 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th). Got 
good sendoff via opening day per- 
sonals by Linda Darnell, Paul 
Douglas and Jean Peters. Reach- 
ing for fancy $15,000 and may 
hold. Last week, “Canadian Paci- 
| fic’ (20th), $13,000. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
|—"Stratton Story” (M-G). Looks 
| (Continued on page 24) 





‘Bandit’ Big 116, Toronto 


Toronto, May 31. 
With plenty of holdovers. biz is 
on spotty side. Top coin is being 
| garnered by “Little Women” and 
|“Flamingo Road.” “Last Bandit” 
shapes stout in four houses. 


Estimates for This Week 
Downtown, Glendale. Scarboro, 


} 
State (20th Cent) (1,059, 955, 698, | 


694; 35-60)—“‘Last Bandit” (Rep) 
and “Fighting Fools” (Mono). 
Sturdy $11,000. Last week, “Cover 


Up” (UA) and “Leather Gloves” 
(€ol), $10,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) (2d _ wk). 


| Good $10,500. Last week, $15,600. 
| Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)— 
“Little Women” (M-G). Smash 
$19,000. Last week, “Portrait of 
Jennie” (SRO) (2d wk), $5,900. 


Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)—_ 


“Blue Lagoon” (EL) (3d wk). Oke 
$11,500. Last week, $13,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-70) — 
“Woman’s Secret” (RKO). Light 
$8;000. Last week, “Streets of 
Laredo” (Par), $7,500. 

University (FP) (1,556; 40-70)— 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) (3d 
wk). Holding up to $6,500 after 
last week’s big $8,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
“Caught” (M-G). Mediocre $9,000. 
Last week, “Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) (3d 
wk), big $9,500. 


‘Champ Wow 156, Cincy; Barkleys’ 
Terrif $19,000, ‘Strangers’ Tall 136 


Orpheum (No. Coast) ‘2,448; 55-| 


85\—“‘Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) | 
and “Gas House Kids West’ (EL). | 


Fair $15,000. Last week, “Family 
Honeymoon” (U) and “State De- 
partment—File 649” (FC), $13,000 
in 9 days. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.- 
207: 55-85)—“‘Outpost in Morocco” 
(UA). Good $10,000. Last week, 
“Champion” (UA) (2d wk), $7,200. 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370: 
$1.20-$2.40) — ‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL). 
Verv big $8,000 or under. Last 


week, “Hamlet” (U) (28th wk), $4,- 
500. 


Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85)— | 


“Champion” (UA) (3d wk). Held to 


$5,000 or over. Last week, good 
$6,000. 

Clay (Roesner) (400: 65-85)— 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (7th wk) 


Nice $2,900. Last week, $2,800. 


Cincinnati, May 31. 
| Four bell-ringing new bills, a 
pair of stoutish holdover and the 
holiday-hypoed weekend are giving 
downtown houses a real feast cur- 
rently. On top in sensational 
stride is “Barkleys of Broadway,” 
several jumps ahead of “Champion,” 
also hotsy. Another sturdy new- 
comer, “We were Strangers,” holds 


a similar lead over “Younger 
Brothers.” Solid holdovers are 


“Mr. Belvedere” and “Ma, Pa Ket- 
tle.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3.100; 50-75)—"We 


Were Strangers” (Col). Sturdy 
/$13,000. Last week, “The Window’ 
| (RKO), $9,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
'“Barleys of Broadway” (M-G). 


| 


Lack of product with strong pull | 
|looks to be the answer to this | 


B'way Spotty Despite Holiday Crowds; 
Blonde’-Stageshow $78,000; Stratton 
Solid 1276, ‘Brave’ Loud 226, Both 3d 


Despite cool, rainy weather, nine 


new bills and usual Memorial Day 


'—‘*Lady Gambles” 


weekend visitors, Broadway first- 
run business in current stanza is 
very spotty. Houses like the Capi- 
tol and Strand are disappointed 
with their new shows in view of 
being a holiday week 

Standouts this week are the Mu- 
sic Hall and Palace. Third week of 
“Stratton Story” at Hall is heading 
for solid $127,000, which would top 
opening week’s total. This huge 
house did very big both Sunday 
(29) and Memorial Day, with up- 
surge continuing even until late 
Monday night. Second week of 
vaudfilm at Palace looks to hit $28,- 
000, virtual capacity; first stanza 
went beyond expectations to $29.- 
600. Draw of vaudeville is credited 
for bulk of this. 

Roxy, with “Blonde From Bash- 
ful Bend,” plus Al Bernie, Viola 
Layne, ice show, others, is barely 
good at $78,000 or below, and mild 
money for holiday session. 
“Younger Bros.” with Bobby Byrne 
orch and others is getting no place 
at $37,000 in Strand. 

Capitol is hoping for so-so $60,- 
000 for “Tulsa” with Marilyn Max- 
well and Eddy Howard topping 
stageshow. ‘“‘Manhandled” with 
Janet Blair heading stage bill also 
is modest at $56,000 in Paramount, 
staying only four extra days. This 
enables Par to open “Sorrowful 
Jones” next Sunday (5), first time 
this house has launched a bill on 
Sunday in 23 years. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘We Were Strangers” (Col) (6th 
wk). Fifth stanza ended last night 
(Tues.) firmed up to $13,000, with 
boost from Memorial Day weekend. 
Last week, just okay $12,500. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40) —“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (32d wk). 
Looks to perk up to $12,000 this 
session with the aid of one extra 
matinee. Last week, $10,500. Con- 
tinues. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) | 
—“Tulsa” (EL) with Marilyn Max- | 
well, Eddy Howard orch, Chill | 
Wills, Clifford Guest topping stage 
bill. Only mild $60,000 or less 
looms. Holds. Last week, “Sun 
Comes Up” (M-G) with Glen Gray 
orch, Jacxie Miles heading stage- 
show (2d wk), very dull $19,000. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
(U) (2d wk). 
Holiday weekend helping to hold 
near $20,000. Last week, nice $23,- | 
600 way over hopes with rain help- 
ing. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Champion” (UA) (8th wk). Con- | 
tinues in chips at $17,000 after fine 
$14,000 last frame. Stays on. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-90)— 
“Hellfire” (Rep). Getting okay $10,- 
000. Last week, “Big Jack” (M-G’, 
$11,200. 

Mayfair (Brandt: (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Jigsaw” (UA). Shapes to hit 
dull $15,000. Holds. Last week, | 
“Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) (reis- | 
sue), mild $12,000 and out. | 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— | 
“Slightly French” (Col) with 9-act | 
vaude show. Memorial Day week- 
end helping maintain recerd gait 
here, with great $28,000; first week 
of vaude with ‘Canadian Pacific” 
(20th), $29,600, virtually capacity 
at this scale and over hopes. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 
$1.50)—‘‘Manhandled” (Par) 
Janet Blair, Jan Murray, 





55- 
with 
Black- 


Sensational $19,000. 
week, “Ball Game” 
big $8,000. 


Holds. Last 
(M-G) (3d wk), 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Younger Brothers” (WB). Strong 
$9600 Last week, “Bad Boy” 
Mono}, all right $7,000 

Guild (Indie) (278; 75-$1.25)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (3d wk). Good 


$2 300 atter $2,000 second stanza. 
Keith’s (City Ine). (1.542; 50-75) 


-‘Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) (2d wk). 
Hefty $8.500 in wake of sock 
$12,500 preem. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 50-75)— 


“Champion” (UA). Hotsy $15,000 
Last week. “Bride of Vengeance” 
(Par). modest $9.500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Belvedere College” (20th) (m.o.) 
(2d wk Very good $7,500 after 
big $9,000 last week. 


| wk). 


burn Twins, Bobby Sherwood 
orch heading stage bill (2d wk-4 
days). First week ended last 


night (Tues.) only modest $56,000. 
Stays only four extra days with 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) opens 
Sunday (5). In ahead, “Streets of 
Laredo” (Par) plus Peter Lorre, 
Victor Lombardi orch, Pied Pipers 
topping stageshow (2d wk), 
$53,000. 

Park Avenue 
$2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (36th wk). 
Thirty-fifth week ended Monday 
(31) night picked up a bit via holi- 
day weekend and one extra mati- 
nee to good $11,000. Last week, 
$10,500 Student ticket sale re- 
cently slow because of spring 
exams. Cutting prices on some 
mat seats this week. 


(U) (583; 


$1.20- 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-62.40)—‘'Strat- 
ton Story’ (M-G) with stageshow 
(3d-final wk) Holiday weekend, 


which drew lines, boosting this to 
neariy $127,000, solid, and ahead 
of okay $118,000 for second frame. 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.) 

Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-98)—“C- 
Men” (FC Fine $10,000 but not so 
big for holiday week. Holds. Last 
week, “Crash Dive’ (20th) and 
“Show No Mercy” (20th) (reissues), 
$9,000 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 
—“Johnny Allegro” (Col). Opened 
very well Monday (30). In ahead, 
“One Woman's Story” (U) (2d wk- 
5 days), very dim $9,500 after thin 
$13,000 opener. 


Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 


“Blonde From Bashful Bend” (20th) 


plus Al Bernie, Berry Bros., Viola 
Layne, iceshow onstage. Barely 
good $78,000, and below hopes for 


holiday week. Holds. In ahead, 
“Forbidden Street” (20th) with 
|Dick Haymes, iceshow (2d wk), 


mild $61,000 and below expectancy. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“Barklevs of Broadway” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Fourth frame ended last night 
(Tues.) held to torrid $30,000 or 
close after fine $33,000 in third 
week. Stays on. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)— 
“Younger Bros.’ (WB) with Bobby 
Byrne orch, Alan Dale, Lenny 
Bruce, Eugenie Baird onstage. Very 
disappointing at slim $37,000. 
Holds. In ahead, “Flamingo Road” 
(WB) plus Ted Lewis orch and 
stage unit (3d wk), $33,000. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 


$1.80)—“Home of Brave” (UA) (3d 


wk). Still doing very stoutly at 
$22,000, with lift from Memorial 
Day crowds, after fine $23,000 for 
second. Stays on. 

Sutton (Rugoff & Becker) (561; 
70-$1.20)—“‘Quartet” (EL) (10th 
Ninth stanza ended Monday 
(30) pushed ahead to great $12,800 


,after $12,000 for eighth week. 





Mpls. Clipped by Fine 
Weather; ‘Barkleys’ Oke 
$15,000, ‘Pacific’ 116 


Minneapolis, May 31. 
Pleasant weather for Memorial 
Day holiday took hordes to lake 
resorts. Many spent three and 


four-day vacations out of town and, 
grosses suffered as a result. Sole 
two outstanding newcomers, “Bark- 
leys of Broadway” and “Canadian 


Pacific’ look best. 
Estimates for This Week 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70) —~ 


“Can't Take It with You” (Col) and 
“Girl Friday” (Col) (reissues). Fair 
$4,000 Last week, “Flamingo 
Road” (WB) (2d wk). okay $5,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G). 
Oke at $15,000. Last week, “Belve- 
dere to College” (20th) (2d wk), 
fine $14.000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70:'—“‘We Were Strangers” (Col). 
Modest $9,000. Last week. “Un- 
dercover Man” (Col), $10,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Pride of Yankees” (RKO) and 
“Tall in Saddle” (RKO) (reissues). 
Despite age, this pair looks healthy 
$8.000. Last week, “Casablanca” 
(WB) and “G-Men” (WB) (reissues), 
$7,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — “Ca- 
nadian Pacific’ (20th). Doing okay 
at $11,000. Last week, “The Bribe” 


(M-G), same. 
Wor'd ‘Mann) (400; 50-70)—"Ball 
Game” (M-G) (5th wk). Winding 


up satisfactorily at $2,500. Last 


week, $2.800. 








Wednesday, June 1, 1949 


Le , 








4/ 








ALL-TIME HOUSE 
RECORD SET BY 
ED RIVER’ AT THE 
WOODS THEATRE, 
CHICAGO / 
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SCREEN PLAYS CORP. presents 


‘Yome of Te Bare’ 
with DOUGLAS DICK + FRANK LOVEJOY + JAMES EDWARDS + STEVE BODIE « JEFF COREY « LLOYD BRIDGES 


PRODUCED BY STANLEY KRAMER + Based on an original play by ARTHUR LAURENTS « Screenplay by CARL FOREMAN 
Associate Producer ROBERT STILLMAN * Directed by MARK ROBSON » Musigal Score by DIMIT 8s TIOMKIN 
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Take One False Ste 
Hollywood, May 28. 


rsal release of Chester Erskine 
gun Havely) production, directed by 
Erskine. Stars William Poweil, Shelley 
Winters; features Marsha Hunt, James 
leason, Dorothy Hart, Jess Barker, 
$afix Bressart. reenplay, Erskine and 
Irwin Shaw; based on story, Night Call,” 
by Irwin and — cig ll eet, rigek 
; ; editor, Russell Scho : - 
tome i Running time, 94 


.. William Powell 


viewed May 27, °49. 


MINS. 
‘Andrew Gentling....... 


Catherine Sykes.....-- Shelley Winters 
Martha Wier pedeocesecess REEDO Ent 
Helen Gentling.....- .++-.- Dorothy Hart 
Gledhill........-++++ +++++.James Gleason 
Prof. Morris Avrum....... Felix Bressart 
Henry Pritchard.......-- ‘ Art Baker 
PaccianO ...--seeeeees Sheldon Leonard 
Dr. Markheim.....--. Howard Freeman 
Thatcher — ...«+eees- Houseley Stevenson 
Mr. Arnspiger.....++++.-- Paul Harvey 
Doctor Watsom....++--+- Francis Pierlot 
Arnold SyKeS....seeseeeess Jess Barker 
Freddie ....---+deceseseres Mikel Conrad 





“Take On@ False Step” presents 
William Powell in an airy, amateur 
detective type of role and proves 
to be a fairly entertaining comedy 
melodrama. The pace is pleasant 
in mixing the light and thriller 
shenanigans. While not destined 
for any fancy boxoffice, the payoff 
should be okay. 

Powell assumes the role of a 
rather proper professor who was 
quite a gay dog in his pre-marital 
davs. Plot crosses his path with 
an old love and demonstrates the 
complications that can mess up a 


{ 

|from the big game stalking and 
| finale indicates that both he and 
|Miss Foch will be forgiven a good 
| part of their crimes. 

Outside of Will Geer as the 
Treasury agent, others in the cast 
have little to do, but all perform 
acceptably under Ted Tetzlaff’s 
direction, which keeps it unfold- 
ing at a smart pace. Irving Starr 
achieves nice production values; 
Joseph Biroc did the excellent 
lensing and Jerome Thoms con- 
tributed a tight editing job. 

*  Brog. 





The Seeret of St. Ives 

Hollywood, May 29. 

Columbia release of Rudolph C. Flothow 
production. Features Richard Ney, Van- 
essa Brown, Henry Daniell. Directed by 
Philip Rosen. Screenplay, Eric Taylor: 
based on story by Robert Louis Steven- 
son; camera, Henry Freulich; editor, 
James Sweeney. Reviewed May 29, ’49. 
Running time. 75 MINS. 
Anatole de Keroual.. 
Floria Gilchrist 
Major Edward Chevenish 


Richard Ney 
Vanessa Brown 





Henry Daniell | 


Sergeant Carnac..... Edgar Barrier | 
Daniel Romaine...... Aubrey Mather 
Clausel ee Ce eee Luis Van Rooten 
¢ CURSING. 05.5. 0'rccneese John Dehner 
Amiot iatetibéye een Paul Marion 
OS a ee Douglas Walton 
Count St. Ives... cccccece Jean Del Val 
Annie Gilchrist.......... Phyllis Mortis 
Portuguese Joe......... Maurice Marsac 
PEE Oui as & Kkese k Harry Cording 
NTE S604 & Gok wale oeeease Alex Frazer 
ARREARS eee Tom Stevenson 
ee ere Billy Bevan 
EN Swab GA odis aha ae hole od Guy de Vestel 
a Sey e re ee ee eee See Charles Andre | 


man’s life if he takes one false 
step, even though innocently | 
enough. 


Shelley Winters is the old amour, 


still with plenty of yen for Powell. 
She talks him into an evening for 
old time’s sake and then dis- 
appears after the date. Circum- 
stances point toward murder and 
Powell sets out to find her, or the 
reason for her disappearance, be- 
fore the police discover he had 
spent the evening with the victim. 
Keeping one jump ahead of the 
law, Powell’s flight takes him 
from Los Angeles to San Francisco 
and into plenty of rough escapades 
before the mystery is cleared. 

Producer-director-scripter Ches- 
ter Erskine uses a number of 
amusing devices in projecting the 
original by Irwin and David Shaw 
and playing up title implications. 
Idea of a prof trying to stay clear 
of troubles because he’s promoting 
a new. university from a strait- 
laced philanthropist has it’s good 
points. For thrills, the Erskine- 
Irwin Shaw script tosses in the 
pees battle with a police dog, the 
ong suspect- police chase,+ tough 
hoodlums and mysterious meet- 
ings, and fear induced by having 
Powell believe he may have con- 
me rabies in his battle with the 

og. 

Powell and Miss Winters make 
for okay teaming as the co-stars. 
James Gleason and Sheldon 
Leonard, homicide cops, rate 
chuckles and Marsha Hunt and 
Dorothy Hart are around as added 
femme attractions. Others are 
competent. Brog. 





Johnny Allegro 
Hollywood, May 13. 


Columbia release of Irving Starr pro- 
duction. Stars George Raft; features Nina 
Foch, George a Directed by Ted 
Tetzlaff. Screenplay, Karen DeWolf, Guy 
Endore; ag James Edward Grant; cam- 
era, Joseph Biroc; editor, Jerome Thoms. 


Previewed May 12, ’49. Running time, | 


80 MINS. 
Johnny Allegro...........-- George Raft 
Glenda Chapman............. Nina Foch 
Morgan Vallin..........George Macready | 
_wenNtzy ... 65. eerie wg 
fe xa Ee ee, Bee, 
Pelham Vetch........ ...--Ivan Triesault 
OS PT Harry Antrim 
__.. SRE William “Bill” Phillips 
Oo , Se eee eS Walter Rode 
Detective..... ....-Thomas Browne Henry 
WO 4.580% isevkbiwniourys Paul E. Burns 





“Johnny Allegro” is a typical 
George Raft melodrama and, as 
Such, can be expected to snare 
some business in the more general 


situations where his following is 


Strongest. It has been given a 


g00d production presentation, ex-| 


cellent direction and photography 
to help shape interest for its best 
playdates. 


Plot rings in a twist or two to. 
dress up the melodrama of an ex- | 


Zangster who is trying to go 


straight and who takes on a dan- 


8erous assignment from the Gov- 
ernment to help prove his good 
intentions. From the time Raft 
crosses paths with Nina’ Foch, 
wife of a bigtime international 
agent, his fate is marked with 
danger and he runs through it 


with his usual deadpan style that. 


appeals to his fans. 


Miss Foch pleases in her assign- | 


ment as a gal who is not all bad 
and only needs Raft to put her on 
the proper course. George Ma- 
cready is the villainous husband, 
working with foreign powers to 


flood this country with counterfeit | 


and disrupt the national economy. 
When the Treasury Dept. fingers 
Raft to snoop out how Macready 
Operates, the hero takes on the 
chore, frames a cop-killing and 
flees to a small Florida coast 
island with Miss Foch. There he 
nds Macready an effete, cultured 
and suspicious host. 


on the 
Macready hunts him down with 
bow and arrow. Raft is saved 


Just as the. 
Government is ready to move in. 
gang, Raft is exposed and | 


for minor bookings. 
*sworder with a minimum of swash- 
buckling, it barely gets by 
programmer. Picture is overlength, 
at 75 minutes, for the lowercase 


“The Secret of St. Ives” is strictly | 
A cloak-and-' 


| 
| 


as a) 


| 
| 


position it will occupy on second- | 


ary twin bills. 

Director Philip Rosen had a 
wordy script by Eric Taylor to 
work with but he could have in- 
jected some derring-do action that 
would have made it more passable. 
Plot is based upon a Robert Louis 
Stevenson story about a group of 
French soldiers captured by the 
British during the war with Napo- 
leon. Such a setup is a rather 
ambitious undertaking for a budget 
production; costuming, sets and 


other physical properties reflect 
corner-cutting. 
Richard Ney impersonates a 


blue-blooded Frenchman who is 
one of the prisoners. He leads an 
escape from Edinburgh Castle and 
strikes off across the countryside 
for London in companion with 
Vanessa Brown, his English fiancee. 
Stereotype adventures befall the 


couple, Ney is recaptured but finale | 


has him saved from the hangman’s 
rope. ; 
More sword play and physical 
clashes would have helped immeas- 
urably in giving the footage some 
dash. Instead it plods along and 
the players give stock reading to 
the lines. Chief villain is Henry 
Daniell, English officer, and there’s 
a sub-heavy plot that has Aubrey 
Mather and Douglas Walton trying 
to do Ney out of a rich inheritance. 


Rudolph C. Flothow’s production | 


guidance is standard for secondary 
product and technical credits strike 
the same level. Brog. 


The Doolins of Oklahoma 


Columbia release of Harry Joe Brown 
production. Stars Randolph Scott; fea- 
tures George Macready, Louise Allbritton, 
John Ireland, Virginia Huston, Charles 
Kemper, Noah Beery, Jr., Dona Drake, 
Robert H. Barrat, Frank Fenton, Jock 
| O’Mahoney. Directed by Gordon Douglas. 
Screenplay, Kenneth Gamet; camera, 
Charles Lawton, Jr.; editor, Charles Nel- 
son. Tradeshown N. Y., May 26, 49. Run- 
ning time, 90 MINS. 





Miniature Reviews 

“Take One False Step” (U). 
Pleasing comedy melodrama 
of a proper professor and an 
amorous femme. 

“Johnny Allegro” (Col). 
George Raft melodrama for 
general situations. 

“The Secret of St. Ives” 
(Col). Dull programmer for 
fill-in bookings. 

“The Doolins of Oklahoma” 
(Col). Randolph Scott, Noah 
Beery, Jr., in actionful west- | 
erner. 

“Maytime in 
(Lion). Colorful British musi- 
cal with Anna Neagle, Mi- 
chael Wilding. 

“Law of the West” (Mono). 
Low-budget western suitable 
for dualers. 

“Stallion Canyon” (Songs- 
Color) (Astor). Shapes up 
nicely for action market. 

“Hellfire” (Songs-Color) 
(Rep). Oater with religioso 
motif, good dualer. 

“Now Barabbas Was a Rob- 
ber” (WB). Meaty British- 
made prison drama, with 
Richard Greene. 

“The Perfect Woman” 
(GFD). Frothy British farce 
about a femme robot. 





Mayfair” 


“A Boy, A Girl and A Bike” 
(GFD). Feeble British ro- 
mantic yarn. | 

“The Bandit” (Italian) (In- | 


die). Anna Magnani, Amadeo 
Nazzari in meller of postwar 
Italy; strong for arty houses. 

“Man on the Run” (ABP). 
Good British-made man-hunt 
dualer. 








have interwoven a nice pattern of 
humor to contrast with the shoot- 
ings and hard-riding. 

Scott chips in with one of his 
better acting jobs while Noah 
Beery, Jr., comes close to stealing 
most of the picture with a slick 
portrayal as an ex-con. Louise 
Allbritton does well as the operator 
of the dancehall-hotel where the 
gang hangs out. 

Miss Huston is okay as the girl 
who falls in love with Scott. Dona 
Drake, as a tomboy who seeks to 
join the gang, is vivacious enough 
but seems a superfluous character. 
Charles Kemper is outstanding as 
a member of the gang. Other gang 
members, John Ireland, Frank | 
Fenton and Jock O’Mahoney, atl 
are well cast. | 


Charles Lawton, Jr., contributed | 
a bangup camera job along with 
Charles Nelson’s editing. Wear. 





Maytime in Mayfair 
(BRITISH-COLOR) 
London, May 25. 


British Lion release of Herbert Wilcox- 
Anna Neagle production. Directed by 
Wilcox. Stars Miss Neagle, Michael Wild- 
ing. Screenplay by Nicholas Phipps; cam. | 
era, Max Greene, Austin Dempster; edi- 
tor, Raymond Poulton; music, Robert Far- 


| the 


| be around for the trial.” 


| poker invitations). 


which enhances the magnificent | 


fashion display as well as the dance | 
routines. 

With her accomplished skill Miss 
Neagle romps through the main 
Starring role, retaining her cus- 
tomary grace, charm and sincerity. 


| Wilding, still somewhat different, 


is without a doubt one of Britain’s 
safest boxoffice bets, but the 
choicest lines go to Nicholas 
Phipps who plays the old-school- 


| tie cousin with sufficient restraint 


to avoid an obvious. burlesque. 
Peter Graves as the rival who sells 
with a song, and Thora Hird, who 
elegantly moves into Mayfair, top 
supporting players, who in- 
clude Tom Walls in a guest part as 
a police inspector. Myro. 





Law of the West 


Monogram release of Barney Sarecky 
Production Stars Johnny Mack Brown: 
features Max Terhune Bill Kennedy, 
Gerry Pattison. Directed by Ray Taylor 
Screenplay J. Benton Cheney; camera. 
Harry Neumann; editor. Johnny Fuller; 
music, Edward Kay. At New York. N. Y., 
week of May 24, 49. Running time, 54 
MINS 
Johnny Mack .. Johnny Mack Brown 
Alibi :sabanee Max Terhune 
Nixon a PO: Bill Kennedy 
Tennessee ..Gerry Pattison 
Burke Jack Ingram 

LS ere fe Eddie Parker 
ae Riley Hill 
EE. cr cthe ares a cekaced Steve Clark 
EEE cine énecs ...James Harrison 
BRP ee ee ee eee Bob Woodward 
Drago pie ee le.a Marshal Reed 
Stevens Kenne Duncan 
MONEE a. Sie ia bia Www rane ..Bud Osborne 

Cut from an old pattern, this 


mustang meller is grooved for the 
Sat.-mat. trade and_ secondary 
spots on double bills. 
Johnny Mack Brown, as a 
eral marshal, finds his 
turned into a busman’s holiday 
when several ranchers lose their 
property to a realestate agent who 
has phonied-up flaws in their 
deeds. To find out who is behind 
the psuedo-legal thefts and some 
incidental murders, Brown hires 
himself out as the realestater’s 
bodyguard. Eventually, the real 
mastermind—the local land agent 
—has the land shark rubbed out 
and gives the order for Brown 
to be ambushed. Latter and his side- 
kick, who is manager of the gen- 
eral store and an amateur ven- 
triloquist, are surrounded by a 
half-dozen bloodthirsty gunmen. 
Brown picks off a couple, when his 
shooting-iron jams. Things look 
black, but the ventro comes 
through with a trick that outwits 
the outlaws and the prairie pirates 
are rounded up. 
The scripting is obvious and the 
dialog includes hackneyed lines 
like, “I didn’t shoot to kill—he’ll 
Brown 
plays up a cocksure attitude and 
clean-living behavior (even while 
posing as a desperado, he coolly 
says “no thanks” to drinks and 
Max Terhune 
is okay as the voice-throwing store- 
keeper. Bill Kennedy avoids 
hammy heaviness as the crooked 
land agent, and Gerry Patterson is 


fed- 


vacation 


non. At Empire, London, May 24, 49. fair in the single femme role. 
Running time, 95 MINS. 'Camera work is so-so and some 





Eileen Grahame 


ns a ae aa Anna Neagle 
Michael Gore-Brown.....Michael Wilding 
D’Arcy Davenport.......... Peter Graves 
Sir Henry Hazelrigg..... Nicholas Phipps 
SEE ee ....Thora Hird 
Pr ee Michael Shepley 
Inspector..... BUSS Cee ead Oa es Tom Walls 
OS ae re Max Kirby 
Mr. Shelley......... esmond Walter-Ellis 
Pg eee ee Tom Walls, Jr. 








Gay, scintillating atmosphere 
that made “Spring in Park Lane” | 
the boxoffice hit of 1948, is recap- | 
tured in the new Herbert Wilcox. 
film which again stars Anna, 
Neagle and Michael Wilding. “May- 
time in Mayfair’ is a natural for. 


| British exhibs who recall the un- 


Bill Doolin..........+.-- Randolph Scott 
| Sam Hughes.........-. George Macready 
| Rose of Cimarron...... Louise Allbritton 
i Pitter Creek. ...icccsseces John Ireland 
Elaine Burton..........-: Virginia Huston 
Arkansas .....-..0- ......Charles Kemper 
| Little Bill....... kane eaes Noah Beery, Jr. 
| Cattle Annie..... coccee-. 5s MOORS DEON | 
Heck Thomas......-- ...Robert H. Barrat | 
Melissa Price..... PP ae Lee Patrick | 


Deacon Burton.. Griff Barnett 


errr Frank Fenton 
gg m8 [aes eee ....-..Jock O’Mahoney 
| Rev. Mears..... seeeees.- James Kirkwood 
“eee Leen es Rovert Osterloh 
| Mrs. Burton......- beeeunns Virginia Brissac 
|} Dunn.....--ee- pe Sebia ceaes John Sheehan 





The James, Younger and Dalton 
‘brothers, et al., have had their ex- 
_ploits recorded on the screen, now 
‘it’s the Doolin gang in another 
westeyn. This gang rides as hard, 
shoots as straight and schemes as 
‘cleverly as its predecessors. Result 
is a swift-moving actioner calcu- 
‘lated to do well at the b.o. ; 

Yarn relates how Big Bill Doolin 
(Randolph Scott) 


organized his 
band of outlaws when U.S. mar- 


Dalton brothers. From then on it’s 
'a case of the Doolins riding again. 
Plot shows the gang of six, includ- 
ing Scott, holing up first in a 
dancehall, then in an isolated inn, 
between holdups of trains, banks 
and station agents. Complication 
comes when Scott falls for Virginia 
Huston, daughter of a small com- 
munity’s respected deacon, and 
weds her. But gang won't let him 
settle down. They disclose his real 
identy to his wife, and so he re- 


joi his outlaw pals, only to be’ 
a den ‘ r 'with grandeur in the settings of 


shot down finally. 

Credit goes to Director Gordon 
Douglas and Producer Harry Joe 
Brown for keeping the excitement 
and action aj high pitch. They Also 


shals wiped out his two friends, the | 


|to the Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers Pictures, 


/same casual, lighthearted romance | and for situations 
'featuring the debonair young man | outdoor-actioners. 


} 
} 


‘tic comedy. 


precedented success of its predeces- | 
sors. But the 
combo is still an unknown factor in | 
the U.S. and the boxoffice merits | 
must largely be measured by the. 
response to earlier productions. 


Wilcox has developed the Neagle- 
Wilding team as Britain’s answer 
He the 


combination. has chosen 


and attractive woman, and in this 
situation interpolated colorful | 
dance scenes and_— glamorous | 
fashion displays. In many respects | 
it must be readily admitted that he 
has succeeded und British audi-' 
ences look to the two stars as their 
favorite means of escapist enter- 
tainment. 

The plot is no more than a peg 
on which to hang this gay, roman- 
When Michael Gore- 
Brown inherits a Mayfair dress 


_salon it is no surprise to find that 


the manager is the attractive 
Eileen Grahame. The rival store, 
controlled by D’Arcy Davenport, 
succeeds in getting trade secrets 
from Michael’s cousin, Sir Henry 
Hazelrigg, and this leads to a rift 
between the two stars which is re- 
solved after a trip to Paris and the 
South of France. 

This is a luxury production plus, | 


the store, as well as of the homes 
of the two principals. Opulence 
of the backgrounds is rightly em- 
phasized by the,use, of Teghnicolor, 


Neagle-Wilding | Pts 


sets have a fake backdrop quality. 
Bril. 





Stallion Canyon 
(COLOR-SONG) 


Astor release of Kanab Production. 
Stars Ken Curtis, Carolina Cotton. Di- 
rected by Harry Fraser. Story and 
screenplay, Hy Heath; camera (Trucolor), 
Jack McCloskey; music, Emil Velazco; 
song, Heath. Tradeshown N. Y., May 27, 
49. Running time, 72 MINS. 





Curt Benson.........s0++- . Ken Curtis 
errr rrr Carolina Cotton 
OO RRO Shug Fisher | 
ECE eer Ty Forrest Taylor 

SS ss 8b6000- Ted Adams 
Little Bear... ...cccccsss Billy Hammond 
Breezy (Sheriff).........+---- Roy Butler | 


Aunt Millie 


eee GN ’. L. H. Larsen | 
“Sere coeaes E. N. Wick) Hammer | 
Dobie. .:....06 boneennes kee Clark Veater | 
SE. ccavons n0seeesneentes . C. Swapp | 
Laramie........+ dbooveddecees Gail Bailey 
DU 0.5 00s ccntbases neutadas Bud Gates 
Johnny Adams......--.--+-> Bob Brandon 





First film by a new outfit, Kanab 
“Stallion Canyon” has a 
lot to recommend it as a dualer 
specializing in 
Filmed around 
Kanab, Utah, the cayuse carnival 
catches plenty of photogenic 
mountains and canyons and uses | 
local talent in some fresh bit parts. | 

Ken Curtis —foreman of Aunt) 
Milly’s Curley Q Ranch — and 
Thunderbred, a wild stallion who 





frees the outfit’s horses from their | 
‘corral, are the central figures. A 


friendly Indian, who is framed on 


a murder ~ap, and the purse of the | 


annual stockmen’s race, which lifts 
the mortgage motivate the plot. 

Curtis handles his role naturally 
and croons the tune, “Hills of 
Utah” well. Carolina Cotton is 
good as niece, while Alice Richey 
is okay as the aunt. The two 
heavies, played by Forrest Taylor 
and Ted Adams, are too hokey. 
Billy Hammond rides well as Little 
Bear, but over overdoes the heap- 
big-Injun talk. 

Some good knock-down-drag-out 
fights, stampeding cattle scenes 
and a race over a_ break-neck 
course add to the draw of color 
and song. Pic could use tighter 
editing. ; ya Bril. 


| by William Douglas Home. 


Hellfire 


(COLOR—SONGS) 

Republic release of Elliott-McGowara 
(William J. O’Sullivan) production. Starg 
Wittiam Elliott, Marie indsor; features 
Forrest Tucker, Jim Davis, H. B. Warner, 
Directed by R. G. Springsteen. Screen- 
play, Dorrell and Stuart McGowan; cam- 
era (Trucolor), Jack Marta; editor, To 
Martinelli; music, Dale Butts (songs by rd 
Shaw and G. A. Minor, B. Reeves and 


Campbell). At Gotham, N. Y., week of 
May 28, *49. Running time, 90 MINS. 

Me MOEN ..«« coike'emss UBS William Eliott 
Pa eee Marie Windsor 
Bucky McLean......cces:: Forrest Tucker 
Gyp Stoner TT Te Jim Davis 
Brother Joseph........... H. B. Warner 
Se WOOO... «erbcceecieds Paul Fix 
Sheriff Martin.......0.0.:; Grant Wither 
Sheriff Duffy..........-. Emory Parnel 
Birdie eat wees . Esther Howard 
Pe In. ate habebue es Jody Gilbert 
ee eee Louis R. Faust 
a ss ¢uedar vee Harry Woods 
SH Wiens wit hd oS Oe Denver Pyle 
Wilson Trevor Bardette 
| Bartenders Dewey Robinson, Harry Tyler 


A slambang actioner with a rell- 
gioso motif and a helping of s.a., 
“Hellfire” should draw strongly on 
double bills. It’s a well-paced 
blend of hoss-opry and a Sadie 
Thompsonish romance—the _ rela- 
tionship of a gal who likes a uy be- 
cause he’s very good, while he 
sticks by her because she’s so very 
bad 

Screenplay throws together s 
gambler, played by William Elliott, 
who becomes a lay preacher when 
his life is saved by a minister, and 
a femme bandit, Marie Windsor. 
Elliott, who had promised the sky 
pilot to build a church, sees a 
chance of raising some big coin in 
the $5,000 price placed on the gun- 
moll’s head. But because he has 
given his word to use no violence, 
it is necessary to convince her that 
outlawry doesn’t pay off in the 
hereafter and that she must give 
herself up. Elliott saves her from 
capture and death several times 
and helps out even when she doffs 
her boots and levis for the decol- 
lete of a cabaret girl. In a gory 
finale, after she has wounded her 
brother-in-law and is _ herself 
plugged twice, the bandit-beauty 
sees the power of faith and repents. 

Paradoxical linking of the 
naughty gunmoll with the two- 
fisted believer provides the main- 
spring of the drama and some hu- 
morous moments: when they ge 
into a bar they order two drinks, 
both of which she downs, while he 
takes the chaser. Scripting is good 
and neatly sidesteps the pitfalls 


which result from a staunch wor- 
shipper aligning himself with a 
lawbreaker. 


Elfott, hero of some 60 oaterg 
and co-producer of “Hellfire, 
makes the role of the converted 
gambler believable. Miss Windsor 
does a capable job as the gun-tot- 
ing, cigaret-rolling lass, looking 
equally fetching in her toughie out- 
fii and in her dancehall finery. 
Forrest Tucker registers nicely as 
the law officer. Color is well han- 
died and there are some good shots 
of a chase on a moonlit, foggy night. 





Bril. 

Now Barabbas Was a 
Robber 
(BRITISH) 


London, May 24. 
Warner Bros. release of Anatole @ 
Grunwald production. Stars Richa 
Greene, Cedric Hardwicke, Stephen Mur 
ray, Kathleen Harrison, William Hartnell, 
Ronald Howard. Directed by Gordor 


| Parry. Screenplay by de Grunwald, from 


play by William Douglas Home; camera, 
Otto Heller; editor. Gerald Turney-Smiths 
music, George Melachrino, Leighton 4 


cas. At Warner, London, May 24, 
Running time, 87 MINS. 

SO”. Pra Richard Greene 
COVGGEER . 55 ccncesees: Cedric Hardwicke 
Mrs. BOWE... wccccses Kathleen Harris 
RODSTES. . occ cccccceses: Ronald Howar 
CHADIAIM. . oscccsccccess Stephen Murra 
SRCRSOM . co vcccccsereess William Hartne 
BRBOED « 5 ccc cecseseuvese Beatrice Campbe 
Paddy..... $6b4506060> Richard Burton 
MOE. . cccccsoeseceses Betty Ann Davies 
BPOWR. ccccdcccccccccess Leslie Dwyer 
eer Alec Clunes 
Ss sth cay reewes ne 0 Harry Fowler 





The odd assortment of men who 
make up a prison community are 
the central characters in ‘Now 
Barabbas was a Robber.” adapted 
from the successful West End play 
The 
pic rarely moves outside its prison 
setting but the gloomy atmosphere 
is frequently relieved by human 
touches from the guards and in- 
mates. It is strong meat _— 
should earn a reasonable rewa 
at the boxoffice at home and may 
appeal to American audiences whe 
are interested in having an inside 
climpse of an English prison, al- 
though they may feel that the 
theme has been tackled sufficl- 
ently by Hollywood. 

There is no connected plot in 
the accepted sense but the film is 


| focused on a number of the prison- 


ers with an occasional flashback 
to indicate how they landed up 
inside There is the bank cashier, 
who “borrowed” from the till to 
buy his fiancee an engagement 
ring; the Irishman serving 10 years 
for sabotage; the_ irrepressible 
Cockney. who used forged tickets 
at the dog races; a Negro sailor 
serving five years for smuggling; 
the bigamist. and the inevitable 
murderer with a death sentence 
ahead. 
The camera adroitly switches 
from one to the other, cleverly 


(Continued on page 20) 
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MARGOT GRAHAME - Produced and Directed by GREGORY RATOFF - screenptay by CHARLES BENNETT . additional Scones and Dialogue by Rickard Schayer 
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Mex Pix Bank Grants 


Mexico City, May 31. 
Banco Nacional Cinematografico, 
Mex pic trade’s own bank, an- 
nounces cash aid to the industry 
during the first four months of 
| 1949 amounting to $3,113,241.63 in 


San Miguel, Where Eva Peron Got Film 
Start, on Rocks With Casino Coin Gone 


+ 


Buenos Aires, May 24. + 





ithe form of loans, credits and dis- | 


San Miguel Studios, for 13 years 


Farrow Quits Odeon Bd. 


ene of Argentina’s major studios, | Pedro Infante, pic actor, was | 
ia being sued by Mexican director London, May 31. hospitalized, and Lupita Torren-| 
, Complexion of the board of tera, dancer, was treated for 


Roberto Gavaldon, and receivers 


; ,. Odeon Theatres and its subsidiaries 
are in possession of the company s 


changed this week when chartered 


| counts. 


bruises and shock in the crash of 


the 


actor’s plane which he was 


shuttered studios, whic] closed sev- accountant Leslie Farrow resigned piloting, returning here from Aca- 
eral months ago, allegedly due to from the circuit’s directorate. Now pulco. 


Zurich June 


shortage of stock. past 60 and under a physician’s 
Machinandiarena, who founded the care, the execs withdrawal was at- 
eRiE3 oF tributed to ill health. G. I. Wood- 
studio out of proceeds of the huge jam-Smith. J. Arthur Rank’s per- 
profits he used to receive aS CON- | onal counsel, replaces. | 
eessionaire of the Mar del Plata Despite his Odeon exit, Farrow | 
gambling casinos, sent in his resig-' ij) still retain his directorship in | 
mation as prexy of the Assn. Of Manorfield Investments, Ltd, 
Argentine Producers, which Tre- which holds Rank’s personal pic- 
fused to accept it. ture interests. The former Odeon 
It was at San Miguel Studios that director is also resigning from the | 
Senora de Peron began her film Institute of Chartered Accountants. | 


eareer, taking a ge Me “ 
fo —" an: Carril Pe U. S. Dancers All Over 
Iberian Lot This Year 
With 3 Troupes Active 


raw Miguel 





Libertad Lamarque were stars. Her 
second picture “La Prodiga,” in 
which she starred, was never re- 
leased, as she became the Argen- | 
tine President’s wife before it was | 


tival, 
/ Schauspielhaus and Tonhalle (Con- 





Festival Set 


Zurich, May 31. 
The traditional Zurich June Fes- 
including Stadttheater, 


cert Hall), will have its official 


| opening Friday (3), at the Schau- 


spielhaus with a lecture by Thomas 
Mann on Goethe. 
Festival includes several outstand- 


actually in the can, and conse- Madrid, May 24. : : : 

quently San Miguel lost out on) Ballet is becoming big business 18 events of legit, opera and bal- 

both productions. in the Iberian peninsula, and more let. Schauspielhaus will present 
San Miguel never quite recov- and more companies are coming special performances for the 


ered-from loss of the coin which here on tour. At the moment the 
the Machinandiarenas could pour Grand Ballet de Monte Carlo is in 
into it when the Mar del Plata gam-, Barcelona and on June 2 will open 
bling concession was still theirs, in the newly-constructed Teatro 
but when the government com- Lopes de Vega in Madrid. The com- 
mandeered the gambling setup, pany is starring Americans Tamara 
things started to go from bad to Toumanova, Rosella Hightower, Ta- 
worse and the quality of the San tiana Riabouchinska, Andre Eglev- 
Miguel productions gradually de- sky, George Skibine, Marjorie Tall- 
teriorated. Most of the San chief and Ethery Pagava. 
Miguel stars, including Hugo del 
Carril, Mecha Ortiz, Carlos Cores, pez (sister of Argentinita) is tour- 
Guillerme Mattaglia, and even the ing Spain and Portugal prior to a 
Italian actress Emma Grammatica,' return visit to the U. S. The 
have not been paid for several pic- troupe has lost American dancers 
tures, to the extent that del Carril Jose Greco and Nila Amparo, who 
has taken a lien on his last picture have formed a company of their 
for the studio, “Historia del 900,” own, but is still starring Roberto 
and has made most of the arrange- Ximenez, Manolo Vargas, Alejan- 
ments for it’s release. dro Vego and Elvira Real. ‘ 
Gavaldon’s claim against San ¢ 
Miguel is based on alleged con- Vassily De Basil has left Spain 
stant delays caused in the making and is filming in Paris with Amer- 
ef “Mi Vida por la Tuya” by the ican dancers Doukodowsky, Bar- 
disorganization in San Miguel, bara Lloyd and Anna Karina. 
which prevented him from fulfill- Troupe is composed almost exclu- 
ing contracts he had pending in sively of American boys and girls. 
Mexico, and in addition, he says,, Company is supposed to go to Lis- 
cost around $10,000 (U.S.) which bon in July. . 
he had to pay out of his own! Dancer Paul Szilady, now an 
pocket. Amefican citizen, has .arrived in 
San Miguel had applied to the Lisbon as ballet master and chore- 
Argentine Central Bank for finan- | ographer for Circulo Coreografico. 
cial aid, it now appears that the gov-| F 
ernment feels that it could only, Higginson to U.S. For 


» bolster up this studio if it is. 
placed under an entirely sour | Warner Bros. Huddles 
Sydney, May 26. 


ganized management. 
Stanley Higginsou, head of the 


MEX GOVT. SUBSIDY AIDS i snc “ie? ste ens 
jit ; H M ’ 
‘ST REETCAR’ IN HIT RUN Seall pots eltwannd the 
: before going on to N. Y. 
D _ Mexico City, May 31. | Warner owns a big site here and 
ramatie stock which Seki Sano, 


the Japanese producer, is present has been trying for a long time 
ae in ducer, IS present- to get an okay for building a thea- 
ing at the Teatro Iris here, is being g 3 g ea 


tre. 
sustained by a federal government jo¢g]) government nixed. W: 
eash subsidy of $3.500. g xed. arner 


ap : ay may decide to have another try 
Click of the season is “A Street- after talks with its Aussie head. 
ear Named Desire’ in Spanish. 


. . + :. Warner product goes through the 
Baro is readying ‘Brute Force” in P g gh t 


‘ tial valine -“ | Hoyts loop now. 
panish. “Streetcar” is in its ’ P 
ourth solid week. 














Ben Rose, Eagle Lion British 
managing director, returned to 


Technician Bids Cue More 


The Ballet Espanol of Pilar Lo-| 


The Original Ballet. Russe of Col. | 


Exhib interests opposed and) 


_EL’s Rose Back to Britain 


Goethe Bicentennial of “Goetz von 
Berlichingen,’ “Torquato Tasso” 
and “Faust,” Parts I ang II; then 
Eichendorff’s romantic comedy, 
“Die Freier” (‘The Wooers’’) and 
Shakespeare's “Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” in open-air setup, as well 


as foreign guest troupes from Kon- | 


stanz (Germany) and Milan. 
Stadttheater opens its Festival 

program with the preem of a new 

opera by the Swiss composer Willy 


Burkhard, “The Black Spider,” fol- | 


lowed by several Wagner per- 
formances starring Kirsten Flag- 
stad and Maria Reining, and Rich- 
ard Strauss’ “Rosenkavalier.” The 


Paris Grand Opera Ballet will give | 


two performances. 

The Concert Hall announces four 
concerts with conductors Georg 
Szell, Hans Knappertsbusch and 
Volkmar Andreae and _ soloists 
Walter Gieseking, Rudolf Serkin, 
Ginette Neveu, Erna Berger and 
Paul Schoeffler. 











| Dramatists’ Setback 


| 


—m=, continued from page 3 = 











| same reason that the theatre fees 
| were found illegal. 


Producer-Owned Music Cos. 


In addition, the attorneys for 
some of the companies have trepi- 
dat:ons about a deal because four 
of the producers—Metro, Para- 
mount, 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. 
—have interests in music publish- 





ing firms which are members of | 


ASCAP. These studios, therefore, 
profit via ASCAP earnings and in 
any negotiations with the Society 
are actually on both sides of the 
fence at once. 


In this regard, some of these le- 
gal-eagles think that it may throw 
them open to attack by non-MPAA 
producers, the pattern of whose 
payments might be fixed by a body 


Schedule of the | 


Postwar Com'l Radio on Comeback — 


Trail in Britain; Radio Lux Leads 








Birkhahn’s Polish Post 


Jean Birkhahn, Motion Picture 
|Export Assn. rep in Bulgaria for 
the past 212 years, has been shifted 
to Poland, it was announced in New 
York last \week by Irving Maas, 
|MPEA v.p. and general manager. 
|Birkhahn will supervise the MPEA- 
| Film Polski contract. 

He replaces John Swanink, who 
held the post temporarily and who 
| will resume his regular duties as 
| MPEA’s Continental field auditor. 
Birkhahn’s successor in Bulgaria 
will be announced at a later date, 
Maas said. 





London Daily Mail Poll 
Honors Neagle, Wilcox, 
Wilding for ‘Park Lane’ 


London, May 31. 

British and American film indus- 
try leaders gathered at the Dor- 
chester hotel Thursday (26) to see 
ithe Herbert Wilcox-Anna Neagle- 
Michael Wilding combo collect 
their ’ silver star trophies for 
“Spring in Park Lane,” awarded 
in the recent Daily Mail British 
film ballot. 

In the absence of Lord Rother- 
mere, the awards were made by 
Daily Mail editor Frank Owen, and 
the trophies formally handed over 
by Lady Rothermere. Owen re- 
vealed that, owing to the increas- 
'ing popularity of the ballot, its 
scope was being extended abroad, 
and the Overseas Daily Mail would 
be launching a similar content in 
Canada next month. 

Value of the ballot to indie pro- 
| ducers was underlined by Herbert 
| Wileox, who declared that the 
|news of their combined success 
was received while en route to the 
'U. S., and on his arrival in New 
| York he learned that “Spring in 
| Park Lane” was being hailed from 





| 
! 
} 
| 


coast to coast as the triple crown | 
This had assisted him | 


| winner. 

greatly in concluding a successful 
| deal for this and other productions. 
| A one-act cabaret was provided 
eby Gracie Fields, who was joined 
| fleetingly by Danny Kaye in sing- 
|ing “Lily of Laguna.” 


‘SKATING VANITIES’ 
WOWS IN SWISS DEBUT 


Zurich, May 31. 
First Swiss appearance of Harold 
Steinman’s “Skating Vanities of 
1949” at Hallenstadion, Zurich, is 
a sock success. It is the first big- | 
scale skating show ever seen here. 








Show stars Gloria Nord and fea- 
tures the Three Craddocks, Peggy 
Wallace and Norman Latin, Count 
le Roy, Boy Foy and crooner Dick 
Finney. It is set for a six-day run 


|in Zurich. 


(The MPAA copyright committee) | 


on which they are not represented. 


Even more important, however, is | 


_ that the studios which do not have 


London last week on the Maure-|2iiliated publishing concerns are 


reluctant about terms being de- 


1 tania. He had been in N. Y. for 
US. Films Made in England two weeks huddling with Sam) “en , 
London, May 31. |Seidelman, company’s foreign) ,>!™larity of ASCAP and the 


American film technicians to work 
in British studios which have been 
submitted for Ministry of Labor 
okay, indicates a substantial up- 
ward trend in the number of U.S.- | 
financed productions likely to be 
made in Britain during the com- 
ing 12 months. 

Among the productions due to}! 
be made with frozen assets are the 
KO-Disney version of ‘‘Treasure 
sland,? three from 20th-Fox, an- | 
ether from Metro and four under 
the recently concluded Monogram- 
Associated British-Pathe tieup. 


LONGHAIRS’ 16M. PRODS. 
Artists Films, Inc., has been 
formed by a number of top musi- 


Rose revealed that Eagle Lion 
pictures now are being released in 
England only about three months 
behind distribution in the U. S. 





McHUGH, JR.’S ITALO TREK 
Rome, May 25. 

Jimmy McHugh, Jr., of Music 
Corp. of America’s London office, 
is here on business. 

From Italy he goes to Sicily to 
see MCA clients Roberto Rossel- 
lini and Ingrid Bergman, then to 
Paris to see Michele Morgan. 








A joint advertising stunt ar- 
ranged by the Central Motion Pic- 
ture Exchange, U. S. film distribu- 


of creative artists 
ganized themselves for the purpose 
of enforcing economic demands on 
the people with whom they do 
business. They have held them- 
selves to be in the category of 


unions, which are under special | role in his film “Othello” 


exemption from the Sherman anti- 
trust act. Courts have held, how- 
ever, that since they are independ- 
ent workers and not employes, they 
are not entitled to be considered 
unions and so are subject to the 
anti-trust laws in joining together. 

All the film lawyers agree that 
ASCAP—or an organization like 
it—is a virtual necessity. Other- 


who have or-| 





London Film Notes 


London. May 25. 

Michele Morgan and _ Kieron 
Moore back from Austria where 
they went to do location work in 
“Marie Chapdelaine,” with the rest 
of shooting taking place at River- 
side studios with Mare Allegret 
directing . . . Richard Greene is 
latest star added to cast of Gregory 
Ratoff’s “My Sister Joy”; others 
are Edward G. Robinson, Con- 
stance Bennett and Peggy Cum- 
mins. Shooting starts early July. 


|... Leigh Stafford to Italy to ne- 


x 


wise, it would be exceedingly dif- | 


ficult to make sure that studios had 


gotten clearances from all the in- | 


oo rn pend po age a tor in Japan, and a Nipponese terested parties in each piece of 
| set ge oom My pond ho'll per truck manufacturer has paid off Music. Feeling is that it is neces-¢ 
formers. Paul Lazare, whol! pro- well in central Japan. Nagoya Sary, however, to get Congress to 


duce the pix, heads the venture. | hranch of CMPE made deal with 
Associated in the project are | Toyoda Truck Co. for a caravan of 
Albert Spalding, Leopold Stokow- decorated trucks which toured six 
ki, Jacques Thibaud and Lawrence prefectures (states), advertising 
ibbett. Company plans to start American pix as well as showing 
off new vehicles. 


production immediately. 
ze . , 


i 4 c 


pass a special law covering the 
right of creative artists to organ- 
ize economically just as special 
laws give workers the right to form 


‘unions, 


ar 


gotiate three plays he owns to be. 
made into films with outdoor loca- 
tions in Italy and indoor shooting 
in London .. . Orson Welles pag- 
ing Fay Compton to play the Emilia 
... Metro 
has not entirely given up idea of} 
producing “The Miniver Story”; 
it’s only postponed due to Greer | 
Garson’s illness. 

“My Favorite Husband” will be | 
produccd in Italy by Orlux Films 
‘combination of Ortus and Lux 
Films) with Jean Kent, Robert 
Beatty and Margaret Rutherford 
starred. Outdoor shooting at Rome | 
and Naples to take 10 weeks, with | 
rest of pic to be made in London. 
. -. Lux Films dickering with Rob- 
ert Beatty for another pic in Sep- 
tember, and also want him to sign 
for one pic a year for next five 
years ... Pierino Gamba, youthful | 
conductor, is to star in film with | 


private backing, to be made partly | 


in _Rome and England. Special | 
script is being written by Doreen 


, Montgomery, with shooting to start | 





end of August. 


. By HAROLD MYERS 


London, May 24 
Commercial radio, which ¢ame 


British listeners mainly thoes “4 
the medium of Radio Luxembous 
and which took a 100% nosedive 
on the outbreak of war, is now i 
| its way back. The distinctive Brit. 
ish characteristics of the earlier 
programs are now giving place to a 
new high-powered sales techniqu 
modelled more and more on the 


lines of the American advertisin 
programs, with giveaways can 
other inducements to attract the 
maximum listening public. 

With the bar on sponsored radio 
from the_ British Broadcasting 
Corp.’s monopoly service, potentia| 
| advertisers are compelled to turn 
to Luxembourg if they wish to 
sell their products over the air But 
in the initial stages, publicizing of 
| the programs is an uphill fight 
particularly as the British press 
does not refer to or publish pro- 
| &rams of this commercial under. 
| taking. 

Consequenily listener appeal has 
to be built up by word-of-mouth 
publicity, but so successful has this 
policy been in a short period that 
a market research survey has con. 
cluded that 750,000 households 
tune in to the Luxembourg wave. 
length every Sunday. This repre- 
sents about 7% of the potential 
but the programs are heard from 
time to time by as many as 1,200- 
000 families on a Sunday and py 
about 250,000 on week nights. ; 

Many of the pre-war advertisers 
are returning to the Luxembourg 
programs and results to date indi- 
cate a better and more economical 
response than through the normal 
press media. Space rates at the 
present are topped by a figure of 
$2,000 an hour for the peak Sun- 
day afternoon listening period and 
are scaled down to as low as $120 
for the hour before midnight. 
Weekday rates vary between $100 
and $120. 

Payments are in non-convertible 
|sterling and the money earned here 
by Luxembourg’s London organi- 
zation is being expended in the 
preparation and production of pro- 
grams, which will be used to de- 
velop the popularity of the station. 

Giveaway Pattern 
| Using the U. S. participation 
show as a pattern, Radio Luxem- 
|bourg sponsors are following the 
/precedent of giveways, with the 


‘initiative being taken by Pin-up, 


with every program, will have a 
“Princess for a Day,” in contrast to 
the U. S: “Queen for a Day,” in 
which the winner chooses the 
things she would like to do in the 
course of 24 hours. This program, 
which features Stewart MacPher- 
son with Pat Hutton and Sidney 
Lipton’s Band, has a guest star for 
each occasion. 

Another participationer, details 
of which for the time being are on 
the secret list, is also being mod- 
elled on U. S. lines, but instead of 
the customary telephone call to 
listeners the approach will be made 
via a knock on the front door. It 
is hoped with this show to make 
prizes so attractive and the inter- 
est so keen that regular listeners 
won't risk being away from their 
homes during the Sunday peak lis- 
tening periods. This program is be- 
ing prepared by J. Walter Thomp- 
son, which has already booked lis- 
tening time for many prominent 
advertisers, including Personna 
Razor Blades, Rowntrees, Horlicks. 

Program time on Luxembourg is 
also being taken’ by American 
religious organizations, such as the 
Lutheran Layman’s League, whose 
program is entitled “Bringing 
Christ to the Nation,” and the Ad- 
ventists Union with “The Voice of 
Prophecy.” Both these organiza 
tions pay for their program time in 
dollars which is directly remittable 
to Luxembourg. 


Third Fest at Edinburgh 


For Documentary Films 


Edinburgh, May 31. ; 

The third international fest!v? 
of documentary films will agaln 
form part of the Internationa 
Festival of Music and Drama n 
Edinburgh Aug. 21 to Sept. de. 
It is the only event which Is 
voted entirely to the judging 
documentary films. 

At last year’s festival. 
from 26 countries were § 
Wider participation from, is 
major film-producing countries 
expected this year on the basis 
preliminary inquiries. _ 
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Raw Stock ‘Essential’ in Arg., Easing 


~ Film Situations; 


Buenos Aires, May 17. 
The Central Bank has included 
raw stock as an essential import in 
a list of other raw materials for 


which it will grant exchange per- | 


mits in order to keep local indus- 
tries going. The Bank also in- 
cluded photographic plates in the 
list. stocks of which had come 
down to a minimum, greatly af- 
fecting the taking of stills at local 
studios 

Despite this easing in the curb 
on imports, it will be some time be- 
fore stocks of film begin to ar- 
rive in the country, and meanwhile 
work at the major studios is crawl- 
ing along as the result of the 
shortage. Some are. switching 
plans and sending crews over to 
Chile and Uruguay, to make some 
sequences of their pix there, using 
raw stock they were able to pick up 
in those countries but could not 
import into Argentina. 


Independencia Studios, indie 
vroduction unit, which last year 


made the surprise hit “Ragged 
Football” (“Pelota de Trapo’’), has 
started work on “Los’ Perez 
Garcia,” based on the popular radio 
feature by Oscar Luis Massa, 
which ran for over six years on the 
Mundo web. Some top radio per- 
sonalities who helped this program, 
Sara Prosperi, Manolita Poli, Mar- 
tin Zabalua, Gustavo Cavero, 
Julian Bourges and Tito Gomez, 
are to play their usual parts in the 
film version. — 

Emeleo plan on teaming Olga 


Zubarry with Narciso Ibanez 
Menta in “La Muerte Esta Min- 
tiendo” (“Death Is Lying”), which 


Francisco Mugica will direct, from 
a story by Abel Santa Cruz. 

Yet another production unit has 
been formed, undeterred by raw 
stock difficulties, in Rosario de 
Santa Fe. First production of new 
outfit, Alza Films, is to be a com- 
edy called ‘“‘Que Tiempos Aquellos”’ 
(“The Good Old Days”), with a 
number of local comics doing im- 
personations of famed film come- 
dians of long ago. 

Argentina Sono Film is getting 
set to start work on “Nacha Re- 
gules,” which is to team Zully 
Moreno with Arturo de Cordova 
once more, and it is hoped to re- 
peat the success achieved last vear 
with “Que Dios se lo Pague.” se- 
lected as the best picture of the 
year, and which has opened a cer- 
tain amount of interest in Argen- 
tine pix in some foreign markets. 
_Film Andes is completing a mu- 
sical directed by Marianito Mores, 
“Corrientes—Streat of Dreams,” 
which treats the Argentine Broad- 
way as the mecca of Argentine en- 
tertainment talent. 


Emeleo currently has four pix. 


in production at its Martinez stu- 
dios, one of these being ‘“Fascina- 
tion,” from a story by Pondal Rios 
and Carlos Olivari, with Arturo de 
Cordova, Elisa Galve and Alicia 
Barrie. 


American Artists Set 


For German Zone Tours 


Frankfurt, May 24. 

Four groups of American artists 
will tour the U. S. Zone of Ger- 
many this summer under a pro- 
gram sponsored by the cultural 
affairs branch, U. S. Military Gov- 
ernment. Artists for the German 
junket are to be selected by a 
Panel of musicians and critics in 
New York. 

Milton Katims, guest conductor 
of the NBC Symphony Orchestra 
and prominent violinist, heads the 
list selected so far. Sixty mem- 
bers of the Yale Glee Club will 
Visit the zone about mid-July, 
directed by Marshall Bartho!omew. 
Mack Harrell, Met Opera baritone, 
will give recitals and appear as 
Suest artist with leading German 
Opera companies. The Walden 
String Quartet, members of the 
music faculty at the U. of Illinois, 


will start a six-week tour about 
June 15. 








Mills as Actor-Producer 


London, May 31. 

John Mills has turned actor-pro- 
ducer for J. Arthur Rank’s “The 
Rocking Horse Winner.” being 
made at Rank’s Denham studios. 
Besides Mills, the cast features 
Valerie Hobson and John Howard. 

Rank is currently using frozen 
marks for the filming in Germany 
of sequences for “They Were Not 
Divided,” 


Studios Are Active 


4 





Rodgers, Hammerstein To 
Fly to Brit. ‘Annie’ Anni 


London, May 31. 

Emile Littler has booked the en- 
tire Cafe de Paris for June 12. to 
celebrate the second anniversary 
of “Annie Get Your Gun.” at the 
Coliseum. Chief item on the all- 
night party will be a fancy mas- 
querade; only guests wearing fancy 
dress will be admitted 
also going to show biz people 
abroad, in the States. There will 
also be a big floor show 

Entire gathering will be hosted 
by Mr. and Mrs. Littler, and Rich- 
ard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, who are specially flying 
over from New York for the oc¢a- 
sion. 


Legit Crisis 
In Portugal 


Lisbon, May 24. 

Legit in Portugal is going 
through its worst crisis since pre- 
war days. By the middle of June 
all Lisbon theatres will be closed 
and legit and revue artists will be 
out of work. The Nacional thea- 
tre will close June 8. Same date 
the revues now at the Victoria and 
Variedades theatres will close after 
the usual end-of-the-season period 
at half-price. Lack of public sup- 
port is cause of the Lisbon theatre 
season’s early closing. Touring 
companies in the provinces have 
fared no better and are back in 
Lisbon. 

No Portuguese shows are on at 
Oporto, where only one theatre is 
open for a fortnight stay of Tom 


Invites are 





Arnold’s “Ice Follies.” A com- 
pany starring Laura Alves and 
Igrejas Caeiro has left Oporto 


and gone on tour, hoping for bet- 
ter business. ; 

Only theatre paying its way in 
Lisbon is the Apolo with a Spanish 
revue presented by “The Kids from 
Sevilla.” a group. of talented 
youngsters. But they are Spanish, 
not Portuguese. The only futures 
are a new revue at the Avenida 
theatre already cast with 10 artists 
and chorus of 18—a very economi- 
cal cast—and the opening in June 
of the People’s Theatre, employing 
only six artists. 


IRISH NEWSREEL ROW 
TEMPORARILY PATCHED 


Dublin, May 31. 

A temporary patch has been put 
on the row between the Kinema- 
tograph Renters Assn. 
Theatre and Cinema Assn. It has 
been agreed that exhibs will play 
out unexpired parts of their con- 
‘tracts for the showing of these 
reels. These contracts 
pended when Newsreel Assn. 
ceased sending editions to Ireland 
in May, 1943. 





In the meantime talks are going | 


/on to fix new trading conditions for 
future contracts and new houses 
opened since 1943. Exhibs will 
start to play out old contracts from 
June 6. 


International Lineup 





For Italo ‘Devil’ Film. 


Rome, May 24. 

An interesting array of interna- 
tional talent will be used by direc- 
tor Mario Marinotti in his forth- 
coming film, tentatively titled “To 
the Devil with Celebrities.” Mischa 
Auer is due to arrive in Rome June 
1 to play the starring part. Others 
signed are Ferrucio Tagliavini, 
N. Y. Metropolitan Opera star; 
Marcel Cerdan, French world 
middleweight champ; William C. 
Tubbs. of “Paisan.”” who is now in 
‘Italy, and Marilyn Buford, Miss 
America of 1946. 

Film is to be made in Rome and 
Florence in two languages, Italian 
and English. 





“The 
zone film 


As an answer to 20th’s 
Iron Curtain,” Soviet 
houses in Germany have siated 
four productions—"“The Meeting 
at the Elbe River.” “The Man 


From Wall Street,” “The Marked 
Dollar” and “We Defend the 
‘ Peace.” ‘ 


and Irish) 


were sus- | 


New Sheckman Unit 


London, May 31. 
The Sol Sheckman circuit of 
picture theatres. which controls 
seme 50 cinemas 
north of England, is floating a 
stock issue, and forming a com- 
pany with a capital of $4,000,000. 
New company, which has been 
registered under the title Essoldo 
Associated Theatres, will have 
5,000,000 shares with a par value 
of 80c. 


U. S., British Coin Block 
Still Disturbs Austria 
AKM; Group in OK Shape 


Vienna, May 24 
The annual report of the board 
of directors of AKM (Austrian 
Society of Authors. Composers and 
Publishers) has been approved 
unanimously by the general assem 
bly. 


Total revenue was 7.615.000 
schilling ($761,500 at the official 
rate — but that doesn't mean a 


|thing). Pop music had, as usually, 
the lead with $496,000; film income 
increased considerably, while ra- 
dio contributed a mere $71,000 
Belgium, Holland, Poland, Switz- 
erland and Hungary remitted a to- 
tal of $40,000, while Spain and 
Czechoslovakia didn’t answer let 
ters of AKM requesting that a 
reciprocal treaty be drawn up, as 
existed before World War II 
Members learned to their great 
surprise that all amounts due to 
them in U. S. and Great Britain 
are still under sequestration. The 
explanation for “formal reasons 
only” doesn’t solve a problem still 
existing more than four vears after 
the end of hostilities. In addition 
to the excellent financial situation 
of AKM,. came news that Richard 
Strauss signed up as member. With 
the exception of Germany, AKM 
will collect all royalties tor Strauss. 


‘Trees’ Leads B. A. Legit; 


Nacional Still in Dumps 


Buenos Aires, May 24. 

Government -controlled Teatro 
Nacional de Comedia, which has 
run into one bad season after an- 
other, and isn’t doing any better 
this year. Revival of Enrique Gar- 
cia Velloso’s one-time hit. “Los 
Amores de la Virreina,” has run 
the theatre into a production cost 


of around $18,000 (U.S.) — high 
for Buenos Aires. 
Lola Membrives. veteran Span- 


|ish-Argentine legiter, is getting set 
'to produce Jean Cocteau’s “Eagle 
with Two Heads.” 

Best legit grosser last month 
was Alejandro Casona’s “Los Ar- 
boles Mueren de Pie” (“Trees Die 
Standing”) at the Ateneo theatre 
with Luisa Vehil and Esteban Ser- 
rador heading the cast, and Em- 
'presa Gallo producing.-Grosses for 
April were around $60,000 (U.S.). 





Jouvet Makes Grade 
Paris, May 31. 
Actor Louis Jouvet crashed the 


Larousee, French equivalent of 
Webster’s, with about 10 lines and 
|a photo. 


Maurice Chevalier and Misting- 
uett, “tainted” with revue asso- 
ciations, will have to wait 








urrent London Shows 


London, May 31. 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Adv. Story,” James (11 
“Ann Veronica,” Piccadilly (2). 
“Annie Get Gun.” (Col’sm (104: 
“Beaux Stratagem.” Phoenix (5) 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (110). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty ‘7! 
“Belinda Fair,” Savoy (10). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (5). 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (10) 
‘Dark of Moon,” Ambassador (7 
“Foolish Gent’w'n,” Duch. (14). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (62). 
“Harvey,” Wales (22 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (18 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (24). 
“Lady's Burning,” Globe ‘4 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (11). 
“Lilac Time,” Palace ‘6 
“Man About Dog,” Princess (2). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (109). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (26) 
“Queen Came By.” York (10) 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (2 
“September Tide,” Ald. (25 
“Shooting Star,” Playhouse (5). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (112 
“Turners’ Husb.,” St. Mart. (5). 
“Two Dozen Roses,” Lyric (1) 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (110 


mainly in the. 


Big Name Shortage Adds to Woes 


Of Paris Boites 





‘ 4 ‘ a! 
Czech Pix Industry Sets 
NN . Y a y 
Goal Under 5-Year Plan 
Washington, May 31 
Czech film industry is shooting 
for a production increase which 
by 1953, will be vielding 56 fea 
tures and 143 shorts 
Nathan D. Golden, 
motion. picture 


reports 
chiet of the 
photographic 


branch of the U. S. Dept. of Com- 
merce 
Under the five-year economic 


total value of film 
production in 1953 would be 575 
000,000 crowns, compared’ with 
370,000,000 crowns in 1948 The 
country also plans to up the num- 
ber of the picture houses by 1.380 
At present there are 1,928 in the 
country 


plan laid down 


Brit. Vauders Nix 
100%, U.S. Rodeo 


London, May 31 
Projected importation of a 100° 


American rodeo is meeting with 


strong opposition from the Variety 
Artists Federation, and 
little likelihood that the applica 
tion for labor permits as requested 
will be granted 

VAF executive council, which 
considered the application on a 
number of occasions, has now de 
cided that the application must 
comply with its “circus conditions,” 
which demand that a substantial 
percentage of the acts be British 
and only a limited number of for- 
eign origin. 


there is 


Tentative approach has been 
made for the rodeo to go into the 
Empress Hall, the 12,000-seat sta- 
dium at Earl’s Court 


BLOOM IS OFF ‘ROSES’ 
IN ITS LONDON DEBUT 


London, May 27 


The opening of “Two Dozen 
Roses” at the Lyric May 25 was 
cordially received, but because ol 
its unoriginal theme, it leoks like 
an unlikely prospect. Italian com- 
edy was adapted by Kenneth Horne 
and stars Evelyn Laye as a bored 
wife seeking rejuvenation. 

Miss Laye’s talent seems wasted 
in her first non-singing role. 





Folies’ to Replace Vaude 
At Paliadium in Fall 


London, May 31. 

Palladium vaudeville season 
terminates end of September or 
early October and will be replaced 
by Bernard Delfont’s “Folies 
Bergere,” currently touring the 
provinces for 10 to 12 weeks. This 
will be replaced by the annual 
pantomime, with vaudeville re- 
sumed in late March or early 
April. ‘ 

The “Folies’” will have several 
American and continental acts in- 
cluded to elaborate the presenta- 
tion. 


20th’s Cortese in Milan 
Hosp.; Due Sept. on Coast 
Rome, May 24 

Valentina Cortese, Italian film- 
star. is in a hospital in.Milan for 
an appendicitis operation. She is 
expected to return to Rome in a 
week. This is her first trip home 
after spending a year in Hollywood 
under contract to 20th-Fox 

Actress Anna Marie Padoan. fa- 
miliar to Italian filmgoers and 
U. S. radio audiences where she 
was heard on the N. Y. Italian ra- 
dio program, “Voce d'Italia.” is 
with her. In September, Miss Cor- 
tese will return to Hollywood for 
further film work. She had just 
completed “Malaya” tor M-G on 
loan from her own studio 





Gracie’s 92G in 8 
London. May 31 
Gracie Fields’ eight pertorm- 
ances at Empress Hall drew 55,000 


people, for a $92,000 bo. gross 
English star was paid by pro- 
moter Victor Hochhauser $3,000 


per show. 


: Tourist Hypo Seen 


+ By ART BUCHWALD 


Paris, May 31. 

Paris niteries recently plagued 
by bad biz are now suffering from 
a shortage of big name entertain- 
ers. In hopes of popping a lot of 
champagne corks and filling up 
empty tables, boite owners are 
desperate for drawing cards to 
catch the tourist trade Les Am- 
bassadeurs, shuttered for the win- 


ter, managed to grab Josephine 
Baker to headline the new show 
Miss Baker's own nitery Chez 


Josephine Baker, folded, and has 
now returned to the original name 
of Club des Champs Elysees. The 
singer is doubling between the Fol- 
ies Bergeres and Ambassadeurs 
Her cafe date is reported at areund 
$1,500 per week, a top figure for a 
Paris entertainer 

Copacabana’ also opened its 
doors to catch some of the tourist 
dollars The club, which looks 
like it was transferred from a 
tollywood set, has been trving to 
tind a big name to draw 
tomers The Copa 
\lbert Prejean, a 
star, but 
very 
Rene 


the cus- 
opened with 
French cinema 
slow and not 
well staged. Jean Audier and 
Cipriani, who bought the 
place after a two-year fling at Club 
Florence, are angling for Edith 
Piaf. Chances for getting her are 
good, since Audier was formeriv 
impresario for Miss Piaf before 
the war. The singing star has been 
having throat trouble since her 
ABC stint and is taking it easy for 
the moment Meanwhile the Club 
des Champs Elysees which was 
bought by Bernard Phillips, a 
Capetown, South Africa, hotel and 


show was 


night club director, has signed 
Pops and Louie and an all-Negro 
show including the Three Just 


Men, Kilroy and the Ben Johnson 
dancers 
Reinhardt Still Tops 

Ethel Smith did good business 
at the Lido Club where she made 
a two-week guest appearance. The 
Lido’s new spectacle premiered 
May 26. The Pavilon D'Elysees, 
also known as Paris-Paris, changed 
its policy and signed a show to re- 
place the dinner music combo 
which has been playing at the 
restaurant since the end of the 
war. Andre Ekyan is swinging the 
baton and Helene Robert does the 
warbling. Django Reinhardt, top 
guitar player, is the main attrac- 
tion. The gypsy musician whom 
the “Duke” brought over to the 
States a few years ago for a con- 
cert tour, is still the No. 1 man ina 
the French jazz picture 

Suzy Solidor returned to her 
own Club de l'Opera May 27. The 
night spot has been suffering since 
Miss Solidor went to the U. S., but 
is expected to do solid business, 
especially since the American tour 
has made many mere. staieside 
fans. Ciro’s, which had Lucienne 
Boyer for six months, is now with- 
out a name singer. The club is 
looking around for a headiiner 

Yves Montand has followed the 
Piat-Compagnons des Chansons 


combination into the ABC. Mon- 
tand was scheduled for a Ver- 
sailles, N. Y., performance early 


this year but U. S. State Dept. of- 
ficials said nix on issuing him a 
visa .because of political affilia- 
tions. While the consul refused 
to give a definite no on the appli- 
cation, they have had the matter 
“under consideration” for six 
months and chances of getting the 
visa are slim. The French Com- 
munist journals have given the 
story quite a play. Both “Ce Soir” 
and “L’Humanite” have run 
stories on it It is believed Mon- 
tand is the first French entertainer 
to receive this type of treatment 

The lesser niteries, except a few 
musts and plush spots like Mon- 
seigneur and Casanova, are empty 
because the tourists won't go any- 
where except where they are sure 
that the name place is one they 
can't miss and will give them, if 
not a run for their money, at least 
something to talk about on their 
return home. So they go to the 
Lido, Tabarin and Folies Bergere, 
and would patronize them even if 
they were still far worse. Then 
they save their coin. The Rue Fon- 
taine and Rue Pigalle spots are 
empty 

Emily Markus, wellknown dra- 
matic actress of Budapest Na- 
tional Theatre, and mother-in-law 
of the Russian dancer, Nijinsky, 
celebrated the 75th anniversary o 
her stage career. 
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‘| want the Big One 

down early tomorrow... 

when we open 

It Happens Every Spring! 
Remember what happened 

when we played 

Mr. Belvedere Gees To College... 

A Letter To Three Wives... 

| Yellow Sky. ..The Snake Pit... 

The Beautiful Blonde From Bashful Bend... 
Canadian Pacific... 

Down To The Sea In Ships... 

Mother ‘Is A Freshman 
Like I been tellin’ you 

There’s NO Business 

Like Business!" 












CENTURY-FOX 





OUT SATURATION PREMIERES "TT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING’ ST. LOUIS! PITTSBURGH! ATLANTA 





dust AVINGS BONDS DRIVE, May 16-June 30 < 
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Big Spurt Seen in Comm! Films 


Production in Eastern Studios 


After several false starts, eastern 
film studios are confidently ex- 


pecting to hit a bigtime stride 
within the second half of 1949. 
Although frankly admitting that 


previous big claims brought only 
gmall results, eastern filmmakers 
are now counting on several new 
factors operating in their favor. 

Most important is the fact that 
eommercial advertisers are once 
again entering the field. Many of 
these advertisers were stung In the 
early postwar period by inferior 
films turned out by an inexperi- 
enced crop of GI’s who learned 
how to crank a camera in the Army 
film corps. According to Jack 
Glenn, prexy of the eastern Screen 
Directors Guild, the novices have 
been weeded out via the bank- 
ruptcy route. At the same time, 
big manufacturers are returning 
to the film medium to promote 
their product in the current com- 
petitive market. 

Films for television, as far as 
eastern studios are concerned, 
have proven to be only a glittering 
rainbow thus far but the expect- 
ancy is still there. Most of the 
feature pix planned for video have 
been allocated to Coast studios 
with the east getting only the 
ackal’s share of spot commercials. 
oc operators, with the help 
ef such industry-minded guilds as 
the SDG, are intensively embarh- 
ing on a selling campaign ac- 
eenting New York’s cheaper costs, 
reater flexibility and superior 
nventiveness. That more vidpix 
obs will fall into their lap as the 
feta expands is considered certain 
y eastern producers. 

Glenn stated that the develop- 
ment of noninflammable raw stock 
will soon prove to be of tremend- 
eus importance in the growth of 
eastern production. Non-flam film 
will give cameramen access 
eountiess locations now 


the interiors of buildings 
auditoriums which now, 

gaid, can be added to the variec 
multiplicity of eastern exteriors. 





Y LAUREL’S 2D PIC PROD. 
IN N.Y. AS WAS ‘C-MAN 


With “C-Man,” its initial produc- 
#ion already in distribution, Laurel 





'N. Y. City College Adding 
A Film Institute in Fall 


Broadening its motion picture 
curriculum, City College of New 
York is adding another building to 
its uptown campus which will be 
devoted exclusively to the study of 
film techniques. To be called the 
Film Institute, three-story struc- 
ture will be fully equipped with 
35m and 16m gear, sound studio, 
cutting and projection rooms and 
processing lab. With opening of 
the institute next fall, City Col- 
lege will be on a par with motion 
picture studies given at New York 
University, under Prof. Robert 
Gessner, and the University of 
California in Los Angeles, the only 
other academic institutions offering 
full-time film courses. 

Prof. Hans Richter, currently 
heading City College’s film depart- 
ment, will be in charge of the In- 
stitute. Over 300 students are ex- 
pected to enroll for the course 
which will entitle them to a Bache- 
lor of Arts degree in cinematog- 
raphy. Faculty members at the 
institute will number several top- 
flight documentary and commercial 
filmmakers in the east. Among 
them will be Jack Glenn, March of 
Time producer; Sidney Myers, pro- 
ducer of “The Quiet One”; Lewis 
Jacobs, Philip Freund, Jack Knapp, 
Leo Seltzer, Karl Hinkle, and Louis 
Goodman. 


City College students are prepar- 
ing to produce a three-reeler next 
term on teaching problems. Film 
is being aimed for widespread dis- 
tribution in schools and other non- 
commercial channels. 











Wanger Mulls 








Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, May 31. 


Stephen MeNaliy drew the top| 
role in ‘‘Tomahawk,” which Leon- 
ard Goldstein will produce at U-I, | 
starting June 20, with George. 
Sherman directing ... Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Seal Island” 
gold star by the Southern Cali- 
fornia Motion Picture Council for 
“unusual and outstanding merit.” 

Walter Reisch going to Eng- 
land to write a screenplay for pro- 
duction by Gregory Ratoff in col- 
laboration with Sir Alexander 
Korda Betty Hutton checked 
in at Metro for costume fittings 
for her role in “Annie Get Your 
Gun.” 

Charles Bickford joins 
Tierney, Jose Ferrer and Richard 
Conte in “Whirlpool,” which whirls 
| June 6 at 20th - Fox, with Otto 
|'Preminger producing and direct- 








ling . Joe Newman brought in 
“Abandoned” one day ahead of 
schedule at UI and shifted to 


Service to direct “Blood 
Money” for Frank Seltzer’s indie 
outfit .. . Fred Brannon renewed 
for a year aS cameraman at Repub- 
llic . .. Richard Von Opal, former 
cavalry officer, is technical ad- 
visor on Indian war sequences for 
“Arrow” at 20th-Fox ... Joe Recht 
completed his chore in “Baby Is 
Here” at Columbia and switched 
to UI for “Francis.” . . . Republic’s 
“Pride of the Indians” will be shot 
entirely in Cleveland, with coop- 
eration of city officials. 

MacKinlay Kantor checked into 
Samuel Goldwyn’s to ready “The 
New York Story,” a tale of the 
police department, designed to star 
Dana Andrews .. . Michael Wilson 
is doing the screenplay for “An 
| American Tragedy,” to be pro- 
duced and directed by George 
| Stevens for Paramount... UI re- 
moved Stephen McNally from the 
itop male role in “Java” to hold 
| him for an impostant loanout job 
for another studio ... John Monks 
is scripting “The West Point 
Story,” a James Cergney starrer 
slated to follow his current stint 
in “White Heat.” .. . William Moss 


| General 





——— Continued from page 5 


to 
barred to 
them by fire laws. That will cover 

and 
Glenn 


new setup or merely using it for 
distribution of their pix, just as 
Selznick has been attempting to 
get the product of outside produ- 
cers. 

While SRO has been beset by 
many difficulties, growing princi- 
pally out of insufficient product, 
| the setup as a whole has proved 
economic and efficient in the form 
9 to which it has finally shaken down. 
Indecision by Selznick himself has 
been partly responsible for the 
lack of product. It is thought 
Wanger might solve the product 


1 


Films pians to roll its second ven- situation with proper banking and 


ture within the next two weeks. 
the 
gcript is based upon a novel by 
Wade Miller and the project would 
in New York as was 


Tagged “Guilty Bystander,” 


e filmed 
C-Man.” 
Mary Boland has already been 
et for a top role in “Bystander.” 
eanwhile, Laurel prez Rex Carl- 
ton is lining up playgoers to round 





financing connections despite the 
small number of indies now pro- 
ducing. Among those reportedly 
interested in the idea with him 
are the Nassour brothers, who op- 
erate the Nassour studio in Holly- 
wood. 


Wanger was in New York for 
two days last week on his way to 


will produce a series of pictures 
on Texas history, starting with 
“The Life of Sam Houston,’ fi- 


nanced by a syndicate of oil big- 
gies in the Lone Star State. 

Sanford S. Shear, who recently 
pulled out of Sandre Productions 
is Organizing a new indie produc- 
tion unit with eastern financial 
backing ... Warners bought “The 
Lady Dances,” authored by Gard- 
ner Justine, as a starrer for Vir- 
ginia Mayo . . . Peggy O’Connor 
signed a piayer ticket at 20th-Fox 
. . . Metro’s “Ambush” troupe left 
for Gallup, N. M., for six weeks 
of location shooting ... Irving 
Brecher is closing his production 
unit at U-I and leaving for N. Y. 
to start casting his “The Life of 
Riley” television show 











Indies’ Battle 


umes continued from page 7 

















‘tests in which it is bested by for- 
eign governments. 


SIMPP prexy and its counsel, 


Italy and huddled with Bernhard Robert J. Rubin, head to Washing- 
briefly on his plan. They had pre- _ton tomorrow ‘Thursday) to lay the 
viously spoken of it on the Coast.' groundwork of their demands in 








out the cast. A Film Classics re- 

, entail Wanger buying into FC or 
having anything to do with its 
actual operation any more than 

Hughes-Odlum Selznick has with EL. Bernhard 
will remain top man in every sense 
i Continued from page 5 in FC after its divorcement from 











which Odlum will eventually ac- 
quire the circuit. 


Reporiediy urging Hughes to re- | 


acquire the option from Atlas are 
gome would-be buyers who would 
_ up the coin by ‘vhich he would 
uy back the option. One of the 
reasons that Hughes is willing to 
enter into such a deal, which might 
mean a lower price than he'd get if 
he could stimulate real bidding, is 
his fear that when Nov. 8 rolls 
around he'll have no other bona 
fide offers and be forced into ac- 
cepting the $4,500,009 from Odlum. 
A deal now for anything over that 
Hughes feels, therefore, would be 
advantageous. Also a factor, it is 
understood, is Hughes’ desire to 
sell to a “friendly” buyer, so that 
RKO product might get some break 
on the circuit after the present af- 
filiation of production-distribution 
with exhibition is dissolved. 

In a somewhat paradoxical posi- 
tion inthe whole situation 
Kingsberg, who is more or less on 
both sides of the fence at once as 
Hughes’ rep in running the circuit 
and as a potential buyer of it. He 
admits his position is ticklish, but 
holds that it is not an unfair one, 
“since it is open and above board, 
and everyone knows exactly where 


I stand in the matter.” j 


is | 


Cinecolor, now slated to be voted 
on by Cinecolor stockholders 
June 14. 

Wanger, accompanied by his 
wife, Joan Bennett, is expected to 
be in Rome until about the middle 
of June, making arrangements for 
shooting of the Greta Garbo star- 
rer, “Duchess of Langeais,” which 
he'll make there. He'll also survey 
the situation for the production 
of other films in Italy. 





Selanick’s Can. Setup 

Formation of a new Canadian 
sales organization, Selznick Alli- 
ance, Ltd., was announced in New 
York vesterday (Tues.) by Sidney 
G. Deneau, veepee in charge of 
sales for the Selznick Releasing 
| Organization. Associated in the 
new setup, which starts operations 
as of today (Wed.), are J. L. Smith 
ye Ray Lewis of Alliance Films. 
Ltd. 

Joseph Marks, SRO Canadian 
| Sales manager, will be SAL’s gen- 
eral manager. Headquartering in 
Toronto, the new outfit will have 
olfices in the principal Canadian 
exchange cities. Company will 
handle all films for which SRO 
holds Canadian distribution rights 
as well as Alliance Films, Ltd., 
product. 


ciple and te prevent repetition. 


talks with State Dept. officials and 
with members of Congress. Con- 
siderable work has already been 
done—and results seen—in enlist- 
ing the aid of Congress on the side 
of the industry by both Arnall and 
reps of the MPAA. Senators and 
representatives can be expected to 
keep their needles busy in prod- 
ding State to continued action. 


| betwe 


awarded the | 


TT. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Some intra-family feuding and a modicum of professional jealousy 
en two of the Marx Bros. during the making of their latest pic 
“Love Happy,” is reported by producer Lester Cowan. He has fre. 
quently been in the middle and forced into the position of arbiter 
between Groucho and Harpo, the pair who are toting the chip. 
Cowan's original pact was with Harpo, who figured that in the past 
Groucho always got the lion’s share of any pic, and this time wanted 
Groucho kept in a subordinate role in “Love Happy.” As a result, he 


|appeared only at the beginning and end. When the pic was siieaked, 


Gene 


Cowan and execs of United Artists, the distributors, felt that more of 
Groucho was needed. As a result, Cowan took the film back to the 
Coast from the New York sneaks and reedited it. Apparently, however, 
his contract with Harpo permitted only a limited amount of Groucho 
in the pic, so Cowan was able to add very little, but shifted sequences 
around to spread Groucho out. 

Chico. the third brother, is not involved in the dispute, so far as is 
known. He and Harpo are now in Europe together, with Groucho doing 
his radio show from the Coast. 


Twentieth-Fox exees this week are pointing both to the preems of 
“It Happens Every Spring” last week in St. Louis and Pittsburgh and 
the kickoff of its flexible availabilities plan in Philadelphia as proof 
that they meat just what they said in their recently-announced new 
sales policy. Since biz in all three situations was way above average, 
20th is confident the plan will pay off for both the company and ex- 
hibitors. 

“Spring” preemed in St. Louis Thursday (26) and Pitt the following 
day, highlighted by personal appearances of Linda Darnell, Paul Doug- 
las and Jean Peters. These served to cement goodwill for local exhibs 
in those cities, as well as hypoing biz for theatres in surrounding terri- 
tories that will play the film, according to 20th execs. Philly plan, 
which substantially reduced clearances and created multiple runs, per- 
mitted exhibs to benefit from national and local first run advertising, 


Metro sales veepee William F. Rodgers plans to revive his executive 
training course at the homeoffice in September or October, bringing in 
six salesmen or head bookers from the field for an intensive month's 
study at the homeoffice. Trainees, as in the past, will sit in on ho, 
sales cabinet meetings, attend several lectures at the Dale Carnegie 
Institute, visit all company operations including M-G-M Records and 
WMG\. its N. Y. radio outlet, and get generally a thorough indoctrina- 
tion in all Metro activities. 

Idea, which was instituted by Rodgers for the benefit both of the 
company and his more promising field staffers, has paid off for the two 
previous courses given during the last year. Three field men attended 
the first sessions and six sat in on the second. Majority of these have 
now been promoted either to branch managers or assistant branch 
managers. 





The Jock ‘Rank) Lawrences are running out of Prime Ministers’ 
daughters to house-guest. They entertained the Sydney Wynnes last 
fzll; he’s Rank’s pub-ad head in England, and Mrs. Wynne (‘‘‘Q.” as 
she is better known) is Ernest Bevin’s daughter. Last week, the Law- 
rences repeated by hosting Sarah Churchill, actress-daughter of Win- 
ston. Latter flew back to England over the weekend and while she has 
bids for five weeks of strawhats in “Philadelphia Story,” she was not 
sanguine of agent Harold Hoyt’s endeavors to get Equity to OK her 
return this summer for professional purposes. However, Equity said 
OK yesterday ‘Tues.). Miss Churchill, incidentally, did a quick flying 
trip to Canada and the U. S. in connection with her new Rank picture, 
“All Over the Town.” 


Johnny Hyde, vice-president of the William Morris agency, is also 
veepee of Beckworth Productions, the Rita Hayworth production sub- 
sidiary threugh which she operates for Columbia release. The star's 
dependence on her agent and partner for counsel is w.k., so it was no 
intra-trade surprise that she insisted he come to the Riviera for the 
wedding. The surprise was Hyde's flight of 6,000 miles from Holly- 
wood to make it, interrupting his plane hop to Paris with a two-day 
stayover in New York. Incidentally, still convalescing from a heart 
attack he was given the go-ahead on the plane ride despite his col- 
leagues’ concern in the matter. It’s Hyde’s first visit to Europe. 


Betty Hutton’s loanout for the title role of “Annie Get Your Gun” 
kayos her obligation to B. G. DeSylva for his indie production based on 
the life and times of Theda Bara, champ vamp of the silents. Apart 


from the fact that Miss Hutton must first do one at her home lot, Para- 


mount, before the Metro replacement for Judy Garland—who was first 
under suspension and is now in a Boston hospital for a physical checkup 
—DeSylva is faced with a casting retake. Miss Hutton already has 
personated Pearl White (“Perils of Pauline’), Texas Guinan and will 
do Mabel Normand in the Mack Sennett biopic, hence it became a 
problem how many silent screen stars could she plausibly personate. 


Jerry Wald, east on a quickie, saw “South Pacific’ the hard way 
Monday (30) night by having to phone his agent, Lew Wasserman, prez 
of Music Corp. of America, to Hollywood. Latter had assured Wald 


“there'll be a pair in your name for Memorial night,” but flew west 


President Truman himself, at the | 
behest of Arnall, has likewise told | 


the Department he wanted action, 
so the SIMPP prexy’s campaign 
may wel! show startling results. 

| Perhaps equally important’ in 
their trip to the capital tomorrow 
is the scheduled meeting of Arnall 
and Rubin with officials of the 
Dept. of Justice. They have been 


|“invited to discuss procedures” re- | 


‘garding the squawk SIMPP filed 
against the Anglo-American Coun- 
cil proposals. Meeting will be with 
Herbert Bergson, head of the D. 
of J.’s anti-trust division, and Her- 
bert Borklund, his assistant. Ar- 
nall and Rubin held preliminary 
discussions with  Borklund last | 
week. 

SIMPP based its complaint on 
the charge that the Motion Picture 
Export Assn., the cooperative of 
major companies which negotiated 
last month’s proposals with the 
British, had violated the anti-trust 


laws bv going beyond the Webb- 
Pomerene act, under which the 
MPEA is organized. While the 


proposals themselves are acknowl- 
edgedly dead, SIMPP will pursue 
the complaint as a matter of prin- 


Sunday. Wald phoned him to the Coast to verify the locations. Was- 
serman meantime had arranged with Leland Hayward, one of the pro- 
ducers, and a veepee in the MCA setup, to leave a pair no matter what, 
but in the transition of flying back to Hollywood from New York, he 
had forgotten to leave details with the Warner Bros. producer. 


“The Lady Gambles,” now in second week at N. Y. Criterion, may 
get a little switch, picture already being plugged as “female Lost Week- 
end almost as importantly as title itself. Universal 1s reported mull- 
ing the idea of getting away from the “gamble” angle. 

Besides “Female Lost Weekend,” tags suggested are “Lady Is Tramp” 
and “Wild Weekend.” Film perked up at Criterion to get a nice week 
after Slow opening, heavy rains being held responsible for smart re- 
covery. U's N. Y. bally for picture included bringing in Stephen Me- 
Nally, pie co-star, for radio and press interviews. 


One reason for 


Universal's ability to improve its financial condition 
in the last three n 


hree months, as viewed in Wall Street, is that the company 
has been bringing in productions at half what they cost 18 months age. 
In some instances, U-I has turned out sizeable boxoffice films at nearly 
$1,000,000 less than what they cost less than two years ago. 

Difficulty Universal was experiencing six months ago was that it had 
a big backlog of product that averaged $1,500,000 per picture. 


Taking advantage of pieces on Mae West and the late W. C. Fields 
in Life mag and the Saturday Evening Post respectively, Realart Pic- 
tures Is reissuing “My Little Chickadee.” a nine-year-old Universal 
film which co-stars the two players. Both weeklies make references to 
the picture. In its May 23 issue, Life had a spread on Miss West which 
described her as “America’s favorite hussy,” while Satevepost currently 
has a series of eight yarns on Fields. 


Harry Cohn. who had a mad on against Rita Hayworth because of 
her headlines, is getting a lot of response from “The ‘Loves of Carmen,” 
starring Miss Hayworth, which is beginning to leap at the boxoffice in 
all sectors. domestic and foreign. Other films, such as “Gilda,” “Lady 
From Shanghai” and “Down to Earth” are reported gaining impulse 


,at the boxoffice. 
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Ne ——————_ 
(ful, W-G-M ADVERTISES REGULARLY 
IN ALL THESE TOP MAGAZINES! 


WE ADVERTISED THESE 
PICTURES FOR YOU: 











Not just once in a while but 
regularly M-G-M advertises its 
pictures for your benefit. When 

you sign an M-G-M contract you ae Ee 
can consider M-G-M’s regular | ~raKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME” 


oe f vour cam- (Technicol.r) 
advertising as part of yo | “LITTLE WOMEN” 
paign! And not only in these (Tech. icolor) 
magazines with readership of ; paageees eeCION 
“BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY” 
148,600,803, but also regularly (Technicolor) 


“EDWARD, MY SON” 
“THE STRATTON STORY” 


contracted radio spots in 46 
cities, Plus regularly established 
Coming campaigns will be chosen from these: 


e ” ts 
teaser Campaigns in sialic 2a ds “Madame Bovary” - “Forsyte Saga” 


in 50 cities. | “Any Number Can Play”:“In the Good 
x Old Summertime’ and many more 
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Film Reviews 
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Now Barabbas Was A 


Robber 
achieving sympathy for the un- 
happy prisoners, but finding suf- 
ficient in the drab atmosphere to 
relieve the gloom. Handling of 
the death-cell sequences is a model 
of restraint and good taste and 
the tense atmosphere at the time 








of the execution is cleverly sug- 
gested. 
A firstrate cast has been as- 


sembled by Anatole de Grunwald 
and even the smallest part has ob- 
viously been filled with utmost 
eare. Richard Greene, as the man 
in the condemned cell; Cedric 
Hardwicke, as the prison warden; 
Ronald Howard, as_ the’ bank 
cashier, and Stephen Murray. as 
the chaplain, handle principal roles 
with ease and dignity, and there 
is a choice cameo from Kathleen 
Harrison who demonstrates how to 
pass a packet of cigarettes when 
visiting her bigamist husband. 

The main prison setting has 
been faithfully reconstructed and 
lends color and authenticity to the 
production. The theme may lack 
the drama and virility of Ameri- 
ean productions of a similar type 
but it has a sineerity which is 
typically British. Myro. 

Miracte of Life 
Washington, May 26. 
Welfare Pictures, Ine., release 
Productions (Samuel Cummins). 


Dr. S. Dana Hub- 
Friedenthal. Run- 





Public 
f Jewel 
Faited and endorsed by 
bard and Prof. Hans 
ming time, 50 MINS. 


“Miracle of Life’ is a sexer for 
sercregated audiences, preeming in 
D. C. for the women matinees and 
men in the evenings. Film, almost 


entirely in animated cartoon, ex- | 
—— the fertilization of the 
14uman seed and conception until 


birth. 
‘icture has been put together by 
S:.a Cummins of the Pix Theatres, 








rom page Il 


_robot woman who obeys a set series 


of commands, and who hires a man- 
about-town as an escort for the 
dummy, provides the obvious farci- 
cal situation around which this 
film is developed. It is good | 
escapist material for the home} 
trade and should raise a_ laugh | 
among the less sophisticated U. S. 
audiences. 


The professor’s robot is the per- 
fect example of womanhood, al- 
ways doing what it is told and 
never answering back. But the 
scientist doesn't reckon with his 
neglected niece, who takes the 


place of the dummy and gets in- 
volved in a series of misadventures 
in a bridal suite hired for the oc- 
casion. 

Frivolous plot yields a series of 
laughs in quick succession and 
every obvious situation is devel- 
oped in light fashion. The climax, 


in which the real robot is brought | 


on to the scene and is eventually 


short-circuited, provides a fitting 
end to this improbable, inconse- 
guential subject. 

Main individual credit for the 
success of this farce goes to 
Patricia Roc, whose impersonation 


of the dummy is as perky as the 
plot demands. Whether parading 
in a tasteful evening gown or in 
black lace lingerie she is always 
“the perfect woman.”’ Stanley Hol- 
loway and Nigel Patrick are the 
two male escorts who have a lot of 
fun with their charge, and Miles 
Malleson is particularly well cast 
as the absent-minded professor. 
Myro. 


‘ 4 
A Boy. a Girl and a Bike 
(BRITISH) 
London, May 23. 
GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Gains- 
borough (Ralph Keene) production. Fea- 
tures John McCallum, Honor Blackman, 
Patrick Holt. Directed by Ralph Smart. 
Screenplay by Ted Willis, from the story 
by Keene and John Sommerfield: camera, 


5 ans it for a series Nec: Ray Elton, Frank Bassill; editor, James 
who plans it for a series of special Needs; music, Kenneth Pakeman. At 
road engagements, accompanied by Odeon, London, May 23, ’49. Running 
lecturer, sale of books on sex info, time, $1 MENS. 
and a_=second smaller picture, David Howarth John McCallum 
vs d “Miracle 7 ir * which ic Susie Bates onor Blackman 
called “Miracle of Birth,” which is Qe waters Patrick Holt 
teamed with it in Washington Aaa Foster Diana Dors 
showing. Bill Martin Maurice Denham 

lirecle of Life” opens with | Seve Hail ame Dwyer 
= F pent . Charlie Ritchie Anthony Newley 
some “bees and flowers stuff Nan Ritchie Megs Jenkins 
about snakes, frogs, plant life, ete. Frankie Martin John Blythe 
Mr. Bates Hal Ozmond 


Then cuts over to still life diagrams 


of human figures from medica 
texts and finally gets into the ani 


mated cartoon story showing the 
month by month growth 

foetus. There are occasional cut 
ins of an actual woman's ovary 


After 40 minutes, the picture cuts | 


Thora Hird 
Amy Veness 


Mrs 


Bates 
l Grandma 


Bates 


An open-air background provides 


of the the setting for this feeble British 


- production. Seems valueless for the 
.| American market. 
The story centers around the 


to live shots in a hospital where members of a cycling club and the 


a baby is born and the navel cord 
is tied and cut to sever the infant 


from the mother. 


jealousy between a young couple 
when an affluent and presentable 


é Picture then young man forsakes his sports car 
cuts to a scene in a farm field in’ to 
which a horse gives birth to a foal 


join their weekend activities. 
Plot takes all the familiar turns 


before the camera eye. This is the and there is some pseudo-comedy, 


most interesting and unusual por-| but at no time does 


tion of the film. 
“Miracle of Life” 


is an assem- 
bling job with virtually all, if not, 


it achieve 
either conviction or entertainment. 

Limited material offers little op- 
portunities to the cast and the 


of the material coming from pre- principal players, John McCallum. 


wer Kuropean pictures. 
The companion piece, ‘Miracle 


Honor Blackman, Patrick Holt and 
Diana Dors, go through their rou- 


of Birth,” is mainly a German pic-| tine without any apparent enthu- 


ture, more than 20 years old. 
shows a girl getting picked up on 
the street by a stranger and then, 
after she discovers she is pregnant, 
going to an illegal abortionist 
where she dies. There is a further 
warning against abortion dealing 
with a married woman who thinks 
she has too many children. Tight 
fiiting women’s hats and knee 
length skirts are those of the 
flapper age of the mid-twenties. 
Cut into this picture, which ap 
pears to be a patch up of three 
different stories, is a hospital scene 
of an actual Caesarian birth, un- 
doubtedly the best thing in either 
of the films. 

Together the two ‘Miracles” 
strip some of the mystery from sex 
and birth, and also preach a moral 
lesson. Apparently put together 
inexpensively, they should make 
money, with proper promotion and 
hoopla since the advertising gen- 
erally promises _ livelier doings 
than the pictures deliver. Lowe. 





The Perfect Woman 
(BRITISH) 
London, May 24. 


__GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Two 
Cities (George and Alfred Black) produc- 
tion. Stars Patricia Roc; features Stanley 
Holloway, Nigel Patrick. Directed by 
Bernard Knowles. Screenplay by George 
Black. Bernard Knowles, from play by 
Wallace Geoffrey, Basil John Mitchell: 
camera, Jack Hildyard, Russell Thomson: 
editor, Peter Graham Scott; music, Arthur 
Wilkinson. At Dominion, London, May 23, 


"49. Running time, 89 MINS. 

Penelope Bind Patricia Roc 
Riamshead Stanley Holloway 
EN 1:5 ass Pah eee ee Nigel Patrick 
Brot. Deimone. .....«s. Miles Malleson 
OS eee eee Irene Handl 
SL: > a 8s 5 vG See GR ae Re eee Pamela Devis 
a Ser ee Fred Berger 
: fre ra David Hurst 
Lady Diana Anita Bolster 
Tady Mary Phillipa Gill 


A professor who turns his scien- 
tific mind towards inventing a 





It 


siasm. The Yorkshire dialect, which 
the locale of the plot demands. 
would be another embarrassment 
for American audiences. Myro. 


The Bandit 
(ITALIAN) 


_ Times Film release of Lux Film produc- 
tien, Stars Anna Magnani. Directed by 
Alberto Lattuda. Screenplay. O. Diancoli, 


M. Caudani, E. “ Margadonna: camera, 
Aldo ‘fonti: English titles, Charles Cle- 
ment. Previewed in N. Y., May 25, °49. 
Running time, 77 MINS. 

Lydia , Anna Magnani 
Ernesto....... Amadeo Nazzari 
er Carla Del Poggio | 
oS) ae ers re Carlo Campenini 
Das \s bane f &ORes Z Mino Doro 
iv aera ee es Faleo Luli 
a Eliana Banducci 





(In Italian; English Titles) 

Showing the social and economic 
marks left by the war in Italy, 
“The Bandit” is a forthright 
melier that should do well in the 
_ arty houses. aided by such names 
as Anna Magnani and Amadeo 
Nazzari. 

American censors obviously have 
worked overtime scissoring the 
more lurid scenes of a postwar 
Italy with its thugs and killers. 
Particularly have episodes between 
the bandit chieftain (Nazzari) and 
Magnani, his torrid moll, been 
clipped to mere flashes. The story 
basically is of an Italian soldier, 
just back from the battlefields, who 
goes to pieces morally when he 
ean’t adjust himself to postwar 
conditions. Only his love for a 
buddy’s little daughter tends to 
save him near the end. In the end 
he’s shot down bv the police. 

Director Aiberto Lattuda has 
stressed action and suspense to 
good effect. His closeups of the 
sordid conditions are aided by the 

‘fine lensing of Aldo Tonti, par- 


ticularly in the bawdv-house epi- 
sode, where Nazzari discovers a 


prostie to be his own sister (Carla 
Del Poggio). 

Miss Magnani adds another fiery | 
characterization to her long string. | 
Nazzari, who is not unlike Errol | 
Flvnn in looks and actions, 1S ex-| 
cellent as the returned war hero 
whe turns bandit. | 5 
gio does superbly in a dramatic 
bit while Eliana Banducci is okay 
as the child Rosetta. ~ Wear. 





Man On the Run 


(BRITISH) 
London, May 24. 

Associated British-Pathe production and 
release. Stars Derek*Farr and Joan Hop- 
kins. Written and directed by Lawrence 
Huntington; camera, Wilkie Cooper, Ar- 
thur Graham; editor, Monica Kimick; mu- 
sic, Philip Green. At Plaza, London, May 
20, *49. Running time, 82 MINS. 
Peter Burdon.... Derek Farr 
Jean Adams Joan Hopkins 
Inspector Mitchell . Edward Chapman 
Det. Sgt. Lawson Laurence Harvey 
lst Paratrooper Howard Marion Crawford 
Bargee’s Mate Leave Alfie Bass 
Dan Underwood ees John Bailey 
Inspector McBane... John Stuart 
Slim ia Edward Underdown 
Charlie ed Leslie Perrins 
Corp. Newman Kenneth More 


“Man on the Run” spotlights the 


Miss Dei Pog- | 


deserter problem, which is current- | 


ly of intense topical interest, and 
the theme is developed on_ the 
basis of an emotional man - hunt 


drama. It has clear boxoffice pos- 
sibilities at home and should prove 
an okay dualer. : 

Central character in the yarn 1s 
a deserter who tries to raise money 
by selling his ex-Army revolver. 
While he is in the store a holdup is 
staged and inevitably he is impli- 
cated, but a strange 
friends him and with her aid he 
is able to clear himself and look 
forward to a future of hope and 
happiness. 

This is*completely unrelieved 
drama and although clearly made 
on modest lines, has valuable sus- 
pense. Romantic leads are in the 
competent hands of Derek Farr and 
Joan Hopkins, and there is a typi- 
cal performance from Edward 
Chapman as the pipe-smokine in- 
spector from Scotland Yard. Myro. 


City of Pain 
(La Citta Dolente) 


(ITALIAN) 
Genoa, May 10. 


Scalera release of Scalera-Istria Film 
production. Stars Luigi Tosi, Barbara 
Costanova. Directed by Mario Bonnard. 
Screenplay. A. G. Majano;: camera, To- 
nino Delli Colli. At Olympia, Genoa. 
Running time, 110 MINS. 

Berto Luigi Tosi 
Silvana Barbara Costanova 
Sergio Gianni Rizzo 
Martini Elio Steiner 
Lubitza Constance Dowling 


“The City of Pain” is the com- | 


munity of Pola, where inhabitants 
in 1947 were given a choice of 


woman be-| 


going to Italy or remaining when | 


the city was taken over by Yugo- 
Slavia. Film is an attempt to cash 
in on the patriotic feelings stirred 
up here by these events. Though 


| better than run-of-mill Italo film, | 


‘it does not quite come off because 
| of lack of unity. 


the Italian element left Pola, story | 


/concerns a young married couple 
and their child who stay behind 
because the husband has fallen 
for Communist propaganda. Be- 
cause of the child’s sickness, his 
wife is evacuated with the help 
of a Yugo official, Constance Dowl- 
ing, who seduces him. He realizes 
his error, is tossed into a concen- 
tration camp and is killed by 
guards when he tries to escape. 
Pic does not stick close enough 
to its main theme. After a news- 
reel-type start which graphically 
explains the situation in Pola, the 
film settles down to relate the 
story of this young couple. Then 
the last third of the footage is 


devoted to documenting the hus- | 


band’s troubles, his 
tempt and death. 
Values are further decreased by 
the total lack of humor, and cer- 
tain vagueness in defining the two 
principal characters. Luigi Tosi 
is good as the husband. His 
wife, played by newcomer Barbara 
Costanova, is okay. But it is Miss 
Dowling, here in her second Ital- 
ian picture, who turns in the best 
performance as Lubitza. Hawk. 


escape at- 


Woman Trouble 
Molti Sogni Per Le Strade 
(ITALIAN) 


Lux release of Dino de Laurentis pro- 


duction. Stars Anna Magnani; features 
Massimo Girotti. Directed by Mario Cam- 
erini. Screenplay, Piero Tellini; camera, 
Aldo Tonti. At Little Cine Met, N. Y., 
May 25, ‘49. Running time, 82 MINS. 

Linda Anna Magnani 
Paolo Massimo Girotti 
Donato. .......0.000. Checco Rissone 
| Se ee Dante Maggio 
oO ee eee Luigi Pavese 
Ltalo Checeo Durante 
Romoletto Anthony Terlo 


(In Italian; English Titles) 

“Woman Trouble” is a_ light- 
weight Italian import whose story 
implausibilities are offset by the 
performance of Anna Magnani. 
Handling a comedy role with gusto, 
the actress measures up to her 
previous thesping stints and is 
certain to please her admirers in 
the U.S. market. It’s for the art 


| costumes, 
‘ filmed 


. . | > 
| houses and Italian language situa- the most of it. Cenerentola (c 
/tions only. 
In keeping with a trend of the dubbed, respectively, by 
Italian film industry toward stories | Barbieri 


with a social background, “Woman | 


Trouble” revolves about an im-/ interiors in Turin’s Royal Pa 
poverished head of a family. Job- | settings are rich and lavish, 
less and without funds to care for costumes to match. Sound re 


his wife and child, he turns to car 
theft. However, what could have 
become a tragedy is softened by 
scripter Piero Tellini who weaves 
in a series of humorous sequences. 
Film is brightened by the hus- 
band and wife characterizations 
provided by Massimo Girotti and 
Miss Magnani respectively. Former 
registers as a dour individual 
overcome with financial worries 
while the actress has more 
or less a field day as a jealous 
helpmate. Supporting players are 
competent with Anthony Terlo 
standing out as the moppet son. 
Producer Dino de _ Laurentis’ 
liberal use of location sequences 
helps give the entry an air of 
authenticity while at the same time 
achieving obvious monetary econ- 
omies. Aldo Tonti’s camerawork is 
good ,as_ are the score and other 
technical credits. Gilb. 


I Pompieri Di Viggiu 
(The Firemen of Viggin) 
(ITALIAN) 

Genoa, May 10. 
LUX release of Dino De Laurentis pro- 


duction. Stars Toto, Nino Taranto, Wan- 
da Osiris. Carlo Dapporto, Carlo Cam- 
panini, Silvana Pampanini, Ave Ninchi. 
Directed by Mario Mattili. Screenplay, 
Marchesi and Steno; camera, Aldo Tonti. 
At Universale, Genoa. Running time, 
90 MINS, 


With a title based on a current 


hit song, and a cast of Italy’s 
favorite stage comedians, plus 
|plenty of gals at costume mini- 


mum, this one looks big at home 
but will cause no riots at foreign 
boxoffices. The barest framework 
of a plot is used to introduce 
sketches, songs, and dances taken 
from the top musical shows now 
touring Italy. 

Produced on a shoestring (there 
was no expenditure for scenery, 
ete., as each bit was 
exactly as it appeared on 
the stage), the pic is technically 
amateurish, with usually reliable 


| Aldo Tonti’s camera work particu- 


larly poor. Several tunes are lis- 
tenable, and Toto and Carlo Dap- 
porto contribute some good comedy 
(latter, a double for Bob Hope, 
does a terrific impresh of Charles 
Chaplin’s ‘“‘Verdoux’’). Film will 
pack them in here. Hawk, 


La Mies Es Mucha 


(Harvest Is Plentiful) 
(SPANISH) 


Barcelona, May 17. 

Distribuidora Cinematografica Ballesie- 
ros’ release of Chapalo Films production. 
Stars Fernando “ernan-Gomez, Sarita 
Montiel; features Enrique Guitart. Rafael 
Romero Marchent, Antonio Almoros. Di- 
rected by Jose Luis Saenz de Heredia. 
Screenplay by Vincente Escriva and J. R. 
Boeta; camera. Ricardo Torres: music, 
Manuel Parada; editor. Julio Pena. At 
the Montecarlo, Barcelona. 


| 100 MINS. 
Taking place during and after) 


Film, which won the Superior 
Counsel of Missions’ Prize, has ap- 
peal for Catholic audiences every- 


Running time, , 


where, and isn’t restricted to them. | 


The plot concerns a 


young mis-, 
sionary, Father Santiago, who. 
lands in Madras, India, to take. 


charge of the Catholic Mission in 
the interior of the country. As- 
sorted dangers, trickery of the na- 
tives, rivalry with the Protestant 
pastor, are all brought out in a 
dramatic narrative. Lead role is 
earnestly depicted by Fernan- 
do Fernan-Gomez, who wins audi- 
ences with his simplicity and faith. 
Rest of the cast is praiseworthy. 
Caba. 





Cenerentola 


(Cinderella) 
(ITALIAN) 
Genoa, May 17. 

Artisti Associati release of Mzrio end 
Ugo _Trombetti production. Stars Wori 
Landi, Gino Del Signore, Afro Poli; fea- 
tures Vito de Taranto, Fiorella Carmen 
Forti, Franca Tamantini. Enrico Formichi. 
Directed by Fernando Cerchio. Screen- 
play by Piero Ballerini, Angelo Besozzi. 
Fernando Cerchio, Fulvio Palmieri, Aldo 
Rossi; music by Gioacchino Rossini: orches- 
tra and chorus of the Rome Opera Co. di- 
rected by Oliviero De Fabritiis: camera. 


Mario Albertelli. At Nuovo Odeon. Run- 
ning time. 100 MINS. 

Cenerentola Lori Landi 
Don Ramiro . Gino Del Signore 
Nos <a se bikin » : Afro Poli 
Don Magnifico Vito De Taranto 
Clorinda Fiorella Carmen Forti 
eg Te Franca Tamantini 
Alidoro.. Enrico Formichi 


_Appeal of film version of Ros- 
Sini’s early and little-known opera 
will be limited to music lovers. Ap- 
parently with a view towards ex- 
port, film has no dialog, thus eas- 
ing foreign version. Slow-moving 
at first, film picks up speed and 
some light touches are contributed 
by director Fernando Cerchio. Lat- 
ter succeeds in keeping action 
moving most of time by eliminating 
traditional static pauses for arias. 

Performances are okay, with Cin- 
derella’s usually ugly sisters steal- 
ing the show on looks from their 


~ 


inder. 
were 
Fedora 
Cadoni, 
nN, with 
lace, 
with 
( l cord- 
ing is clear and good; camera work 
is okay, Hawk, 


ella) and Tisbe’s voices 
and Fernanda 
Filmed in Milan and Turi 





La Sepolta Viva 

“La Sepolta Viva” (“Buried 
(ITALIAN). Variety Films release of 
Flora Film (Foleo Laudati) production 
Stars Milly Vitale, Paul Mulier; features 
Evi Maltagliati, Tina Lattanzi, Piero Pale 
mini, Carlo Tamberlani, Enzo F iermonte 
Directed by Guido Brignone. Screenplay. 


Alive’) 


Fulvio Palmieri and Gherardo Gheradi: 
camera, Mario Albertelli; music Franeo 
Casavola. At Moderno, Genoa. Running 
time, 85 MINS, 

This costume piece should do 


moderately well at home. Its taken 
from a popular novel and is keved 
for heavy femme appeal. But 
chances overseas are slim. Direc- 
tor Guido Brignone, no newcomer 
to the game, does what he can with 
the script, which has a young girl 
locked in a cellar by her brother 
who has killed their mother to vet 
at the family inheritance. Hawk. 











Roberto Sells 


Continued from page 5 —_— 








to own the Rossellini pix, finance 
the producer and make distribu- 
tion deals. Lopert and his Ameri- 
can associates put coin into Anna, 
and Rossellini, as his share, put in 
assets which included “The Mir- 


acle.” Anna subsequently made a 
deal with Lopert Films, Inc., for 
distribution in the U. S. of the 
Anna ovix, including, of course, 


“The Miracle.” 

By coincidence, Lopert and Bur- 
styn both have the same counsel, 
Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, 
of New York. Rather than let the 
two distribs get into a lawsuit. the 
firm got each to select an outside 
counsel and try to work out a set- 
tlement, which the attorneys were 
able to do. Irwin Margulies repped 
Lopert, and Herbert Jacoby, of 
Schwartz & Frohlich, took Bur- 
styn’s side. 

Plan calls for part of the rentals 
to go to Anna to recoup “The Mir- 
acle’s” pro rata share of the coin 
that Lopert advanced. Another 
portion will go to Lopert Films, 
Inc., and the third portion to M&B 
for actually handling the pic. 

Film over which all the fighting 
has taken place runs only 40 min- 
utes, and was made by Rossellini 
to run with another of his pix. 
Burstyn plans, however, to dual 
it with some other film. . 





Sol Lesser 


Continued from page 5 aa 


C’Halloran,.” distributed under the 
Mono label, and the second, *Mas- 
sacre River,” bearing the Allied 
Artists imprint. 














Lesser Back to Coast 

Producer Sol Lesser returned to 
the Coast over the weekend after 
three weeks in New York on a 
combined business-vacation jaunt. 
He huddled with RKO exees in 
the east on a new plan by which 
he’ll release one new “Tarzan” pie 


and one “Tarzan” reissue world- 
wide through the company each 
‘year. He has released seven !f 


{ which 


sister in this version. Vito De Tar- | 


anto has meatiest part as the buf- 
foon, Don Magnifico, and makes 


the series via the distrib to date, 
zives him a considerable 
backlog for the reissues. 

Lesser also confabbed with his 
brother, Irving, and Seymour Poe, 
who head Producers Representa- 
tives, Inc. Outfit reps Lesser and 
a number of other indies on sales. 











U. S. Court 


Continved from page 5 








order 
n either af- 
court, It 


The Supreme Court could 
more argument and the 
firm or reverse the lower 
is not considered likely 


would affirm or reverse parl © 


that it 
f the 


! New York tribunal’s decision and 


then remand the case to it. as was 


done before, for further adjudica- 
tion by that body. 

The New York court 
sO many arguments and 
many briefs on the case 
vears that it is obviously now '')~ 
ing to get it out of its hair once 
and for all with a quick decision. 
That’s seen as the reason presid- 
ing Judge Augustus N. Hand and 
his two associates have broken 
their normal routine of hearing 
cases and writing decisions !0 be- 
tween time in order to concentrate 
on the decree and findings in the 
film suit. 


has he ard 
seen SO 
over the 


























e 
a 


ae 


xT 


of 








ee Tr 























_ 


Wednesday, June 1, 1949 





VARIETY 





—e¢ a) 
*% » ; : 
‘ “ay 
POO INO IOS OOOO AAAI AIALIO LIP SLL LP III a ? 


PADDLE MO id 


f 
| 
: 


CO-STARRING 





DIRECTED BY 


THIS IS HIS ROLE OF ROLES! 


RI 


ING V! 


RY COQ 


“No man takes — 
what’s mine!” ° 


cy 


OMAN HAIN 


> 

. 4 

ee, oe 
~ 


LOO EERO OR ERI IIIB A 


ANEAD TO THE THRILL OF THE 


NIAINFEAD 


é 











[BACK THE BOND DRIVE NOW! ] 








KENT SMITH 


RAYMOND MASSEY 


ROBERT DOUGLAS 
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RAY COLLINS 


OR seoweaeHENRY BLANKE 


Screen Play by AYN RAND « From her Novel “The Fountainhead” » Music by Max Steiner 


ES ii i sc seb 


ow witipapigaearg sss 8 





ARE 


21 


ALBANY 
Warner Screening Room 
79 W. Pearl St. + 12:30 P.M 
ATLANTA 
20th Century-Fox Screening Reem \ 
197 Wolton St. N.W. + 2:30 PB 
BOSTON 
RKO Screening Room 
122 Arlington St. + 2:30 PLM 
BUFFALO 
Paramount Screening Room 
464 Franklin St. + 2:00 P.M 
CHARLOTTE 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room ' 
308 S. Church St. + 10:00 AM 
CHICAGO 
Warner Screening Room 
1307 So. Wabash Ave. + 1:30 PMR 
CINCINNATI 
RKO Palace Th. Screening Room = 
Poloce Th. Bidg. £. 6th + 8:00 PL 
CLEVELAND 
Warner Screening Room 
2300 Payne Ave. + 8:30 P.M 
DALLAS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M 
DENVER 
Paramount Screening Room 
2100 Stout St. + 2:00 P.M 
DES MOINES 
Paramount Screening Room 
1225 High St. + 8:00 P.M. 
DETROIT 
Film Exchange Building 
2310 Cass Ave. + 2:00 P.M 
INDIANAPOLIS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
326 No. Illinois St. + 1:00 P.M 
KANSAS CITY 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. + 1:30 PLM 
LOS ANGELES 
Warner Screening Room 
2025 $. Vermont Ave. + 2:00 P& 
MEMPHIS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. + 10:00 A.M 
MILWAUKEE 
Worner Theatre Screening Room 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. + 2:00 PR 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Warner Screening Room 
1000 Currie Ave. + 2:00 P.M 
NEW HAVEN 
Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M. 
NEW ORLEANS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 $. Liberty St. - 6:00 PLM 
NEW YORK 
Home Office 
321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 PM 
OKLAHOMA 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
10 North Lee St. + 1:30 PLM 
OMAHA 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport St. - 10:00 AMM 
PHILADELPHIA 
Warner Screening Room 
230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 PLM 
PITTSBURGH 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Blvd. of Allies + 1:30 P.M 


1 


1947 WLW. Kearney St. - 2:00 PX 
SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East Ist South - 2:00 PM 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Republic Pict. Screening Room 

221 Golden Gate Ave. - 1:30 Pl 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

2318 Second Ave. + 10:30 AM 
$T. LOUIS 

S'renco Screening Room 

3143 Olive St. + 1:00 PML 
WASHINGTON 

Warner Theatre Building 
_ Vth BE Sts, WW, + 10:30 Ak 
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Assures Indie Exhibs of Tele As 
Complement to Pix at Hub Parley 


| 
+ 


Five Hellinger Titles 


Filed by Santana 
Hollywood, May 31. 





Boston, May 31. 


The historical beef of indie ex- 
hibs against the big producing com- 
panies occupied plenty of time at) 
the 21st annual convention of the | 
Exhibitors of New 


Independent im 5h : 
England here last week, but this Five film titles owned by_ the 
: nage ager Pas late Mark Hellinger have been 
year a new ogre in the form of : : 
video was seriously ogled registered with the Johnston Of- 
sad ae ae fice by Santana Productions, an 


Although the word hardly passed outgrowth of Mark Hellinger Pro- 
anyone’s lips, as the 300 men gath- qyetions. 
ered for their annual powwow, it Titles are “Every Man for Him- 
made itself felt in the indies’ activ- cel¢’ “New York Story.” “Once 
ities, with the main discussions fo- Tog Often,” “Springboard” and 
cussed on problems of attendance «power of Attorney.” 


inducements, public relations, busi- 
ness hypos and ways ” live with ' 
the encroaching “monster. NY. Variety Clubbers 
To Snip Ribben Friday; 
Pitt.’s Harris Memorial: 


Plenty of reassurance was forth- 
coming in a speech by Don E. 
Hyndman, of the motion picture di- 

Newly organized N. Y. Variety 
Club formally opens its clubrooms 
at the Hotel Astor Friday (3). 


vision of Eastman Kodak. Hynd- 
man claimed that-films and video |} 
Ribbon - cutting ceremonies will 
be held on 10th floor where the 


would, in the end, complement | 
each other, and he urged theatre 

Variety Club has its own private 
roofgarden off the clubrooms. 





owners to install large-size video 
sets in lobbies as an added attrac- 
tion. 

Eventually, Hyndman told the 
indie exhibitors, theatres may take 
time out from regularly scheduled 
films to present half hour or one- 
hour special telecasts on the the- 
atre screens. He maintained that 
people always have to go out in 
public so they can see and be seen. 





Pitt Variety to Help Home 
Pittsburgh, May 31. 
Variety Club’s next undertaking 
will be building of hospital wing 


“The desire for assemblage is still at Roselia Foundling Home, one 
an important factor in the enter- Of Pet nae ~ ~~ e 1. The 
‘ainment world.” new wing is to be known as 
* ge Eleanor M. Harris Memorial. The 


The two-day convention culmin- | 13+. Mrs. Harris was the widow of 
ated ina banquet with Charles Ein- John P. Harris, pioneer Pittsburgh 
feld, veepee in charge of adver-| snowman, and mother of John H. 
tising-publicity for 20th, as chief Yarris, one of founders of Variety 
speaker. Einfeld urged the mem- | 
bers to drop the suggestion of fear 
and to overcome their inferiority 
complexes. 





Murray Whiteman Honored 
Buffalo, May 31. 

- - 5 Murray Whiteman, proprietor of 

We have no apologies to offer,” Whiteman’s Song Shop and con- 
he said. “We have a proud profes- fidante of many stage stars who 
sion, an unparalleled record of have played Buffalo in the last 35 
helping people to live the good life years, was feted by the Variety 
and an unsurpassed setup for let- Club this week for his efforts in 
ting people know we're proud of connection with charity shows, and 
our achievement.” He said that to celebrate his recent marriage. 
the critics of Hollywood either do Local theatre industry, political 
not know or don’t care to acknowl- 
edge that no other entertainment 
medium offers so much for so little. 

Pointing out that theatres are a 
solid and stabilizing factor in any 
community, Einfeld reminded the! 
indie exhibitors that they are al- | 
ways the focal point of local drives | 
and collections. Other speakers,| Arthur Dreifuss signed Gloria 
emphasizing the chin-up approach, Jean, Peggy Ryan and Ray McDon- 
were Abram F. Myers, Allied Wash- | ald for “10 McTaggart Street” as 
ington counsel; Maurice Wolf, M-G the first picture to be made by his 
public relations expert: Bill Kos- reorganized Sandre Productions 
ter, of the Variety Club of New. for Allied Artists release. 
England; Dan Murphy, prexy of | Dreifuss recently purchased San- 
the exhib group, and Art Moger, ford Shear’s stock in the indie com- 
local Warner flack. pany and rounded up new capital 
in Colorado. 





SANDRE PRODUCTIONS 


Hollywood, May 31. 





and business notables turned out. | 


SIGNS THREE PLAYERS 


'3 WARNERS REDUCE 


COMMON VIA GIFTS 


Washington, May 31. 
The three Warner Bros. reduced 
their holdings of WB $5 common 
a total of 11,300 shares last month, 
through a series of gifts, in what 


| was otherwise a dull month in| 


“insider transactions.” 

Figures released by the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission for 
the period from April 11 to May 
10 disclose that Jack Warner made 
six separate gifts aggregating 5,- 
000 shares. He retains 421,500 
shares, plus an additional 21,5000 
in a trust account. Harry Warner 
gifted away 3,200 shares, leaving 
himself with 265,750, plus 16,000 
held in a trust. Brother Albert 
Warner gave away 3,300, but bought 
in 200, for a net decrease of 3,100 
shafts. Nevertheless, he continues 
long on WB common with 441,800 
shares in addition to 21,000 in a 
trust account. 

Charles D. Prutzman made a gift 
warrants for 
$1 common. He owns 
6.100 shares, in addition to war- 
rants for 20,250 more. Loew’s, 
Inc., always on the hunt for loose 
shares of Loew’s Boston Theatres 
$25 par common, managed to pick 
up an extra 25 shares during the 


of 
Universal 


month. The parent company now 
owns 124,330. 
Harry Cohn of Columbia Pic- 


| tures got 9,795 shares of Columbia 
no-par common, and now owns 
151,122. He explained to SEC that 
he got the stock “‘in satisfaction of 
indebtedness.” Jack Cohn report- 
ed buying 400 shares to up his 
bundle to 48,968, and another 100 
to increase his trust account to 
| 19,057. Joseph A. McConville now 
owns 400 shares with the 236 he 
got last month. Abraham Schnei- 
der bought 300. Now has 10,028 
| shares. 

Herbert J. Yates bought his first 


1,000 shares. of Republic Pictures. 
$1 preferred to add to his 79,311 | 


shares of 50c common stock. Jo- 
seph E. McMahon bought his first 
100 shares of common. He also 
has 200 shares of preferred. Ar- 
thur J. Miller bought 100 shares of 
preferred. He also has 100 of the 
common. 

Harry Brandt added 500 shares 
of Trans-Lux $1 par common, mak- 
ing his share now 93,615. He also 
reported substantial holdings in 
other names—Broadyork, Inc., 1,- 
000; Harday, Inc., 1,400; Brandt 
| Foundation, 2,800; and his wife, 
| 14,700. 





Mrs. Zegiob Sued on % 

Cleveland, May 31. 
| Six of the major film companies 
| filed a separate action last week 
| against Mrs. Nazera Zegiob, charg- 
,ing her with submitting false re- 
ports on grosses for percentage pic- 
| tures in the three houses she op- 
erates in Lorain, O., and one in 








N. Y. STATE’S NEXT MUSICAL 


While “Great Sinner’ has been 
tentatively set to go into Loew’s 


UA-Small 








Vermilion, O. 
| Suit was filed in U. S. district 
court hére by Columbia, Universal, 








State, N. Y., after “Barkleys of 
Broadway,” next picture may be 
“In Good Old Summer Time.” 

House has been most successful 
with musicals and this picture has 
been moved up on Metro’s national 
releasing sked. “Sinner” now is 
back of it on release date. “Bark- 
leys” is figured to go two or three 
weeks longer at house if current 
pace is maintained. 





Continued from page 5 =e 


through EL. Industry insiders 
familiar with efforts being made 
by Semenenko and the participants 
in his efforts to get as high as 
$7,500,000 together question the 
need for that much coin, although 
they admit it’s a nice amount if he 
can get it. 

It is this need for getting money 
together from varied sources that 
is holding up final consummation of 
the deal by which Small would be 
in charge production for EL, ob- 
tain considerable control over dis- 
tribution, and become a partner of 
Young in ownership of the com- 
pany. Semenenko, whose bank ad- 
ministers a loan of more than $10.- 
000,000 to EL and its perent com- 
pany, Pathe Industries, has been 
working for more than a month to 
get the fiscal package together and 
insure the future of EL. 

He has already obtained agree- 
ment to go along with his plan 
from the three banks and the John 
Hancock Insurance Co., which 
share with First National of Bos- 
ton in the loans to EL and Pathe. 
Hancock has several million dol- 
lars in the two firms, with Semen- 














Philly Circuits 


Continued from page 6 


to the opening ran cross-trailers in 
all allied theatres pointing to the 
Thursday kickoff. 

Anticipated stir ovr price rises 
failed to materialize. Only five 
houses raised the ante—a nickel 
was the average. Prices varied 
from 26c to 45c for the matinees. 
and from 45c to 70c for the evening 
shows. Normal clearance step-up 
was seven days, but in many in- 
stances the houses cooperating in 
the 20th plan have had clearances 
slashed 21 days and more. Subur- 
ban théatre in nearby Wavne, Pa., 


also ran “Belvedere” under the enko’s bank holding about 35% of 
plan. upping the total of house: the remainder, the Bank of the 
to 19. Manhattan Co. holding about 25°% 


Nabes ballyhooed the film with 
other showmanship techniques, in- 
cluding sound trucks, window dis- 
plays, special posting, distribution 
of heralds and special lobbies. Plan 
will continue henceforth for all 
20th product and the company is 
reported to be priming it for in- 
auguration in several other cities 
in which it believes the clearance 
is now too long. 


and the Chemical and Marine Mid- 
land Banks sharing the rest. 

Semenenko was involved in dis- 
cussions with Young and Robert 
Purcell, chairman of the board of 
Pathe, two days last week and will 
probably continue the talks today 
(Wednesday) or tomorrow. In the 
meantime, he is continuing efforts 
to get the coin together from the 
outside sources. 


mount. Cleveland law firm of 
Jones, Day, Cockley & Reavis is 
repping the plaintiffs. 


UA Pops Off 














\! 
| 


_ bookings in a large number of in- 
dependent circuits in the area to 
give it playing time in almost 100 
class A situations. As it happened, 
weather was favorable to business 
and the booking turned out well 
for UA. 

What will happen when the next 
UA product is available for metro- 
politan circuit bookings remains to 
be seen. UA execs refused to state 
whether their tactics would be to 
submit it to Loew’s or RKO. Not 
affected are bookings out of town. 
with a number of UA pix dated on 
the Loew's chain. 

Terms have not been at issue in 
the dispute, since they are pretty 
well standardized. Pix which get 
top billing, whether on the long 


five-day end of the week or the’ 


short two-day end, play percent- 
age, getting a split over house ex- 
penses. Films which get equal 
billing split between them the top 
pic’s percentage and the second- 
feature rental. 

Lower half pix on the long end 
of the week get $18,000 flat rental 
and on the short end $3,000. An 
added angle is that distribs try to 
avoid short-end bookings because 
the subsequent run circuits which 
play the product as it comes off the 
Loew’s and RKO skeins have auto- 
matically the right to cancel out 

,any of the two-day pix. 


. 


1,000 shares of | 


RKO, Loew’s 20th-Fox and Para- | 
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-essary in order to maintain some 


|kind of order. For that purpose 
Lee Elroy, the star’s business man- 
ager, arrived from Hollywood, 
called a press conference, and laid 
‘it on the line. He told the assem- 
|blage that, because Prince 
Khan wanted a comparatively quiet 
and private ceremony, the mar- 
riage itself would be closed to the 


press and that a very limited num- | 


ber of passes would be distributed, 
upon the prince’s okay and ap- 
proval, to the reception later at the 
chateau. 

For those who would not receive 
a press pass, Helen Morgan, Holly- 
wood journalist, former Life staf- 
fer and friend of Rita’s from her 
Columbia Pictures publicity days, 
would act as an information bu- 
reau, available at the Carlton ho- 
tel, to give a vicarious eye-witness 
account of the ceremony. 

Elroy also announced that one 
photographer, to be named at a 
later date, would take all the pic- 
tures, which would be placed in a 
pool, available to all at a moderate 
fee. Elroy promised to be at the 
disposition of the press at the 
Carlton, where he set up headquar- 
ters, to give any new information 
as he got it. He was unable to 
assure even those who had come 
from London, Paris, Stockholm and 
other capitals of Europe, expressly 
for the wedding. 
passes would be distributed the 
day before the marriage and not 
before. 

After that the mad scramble be- 
gan. People began pulling strings, 
callirg upon Aly Khan in person 
|requesting aid from mutua! 
friends. As ihe days passed, Elroy 
| became practically invisible. The 
| date ofethe marriage and the time 
\had been set for May 27 at 11:30, but 
not even the prince knew where 
‘the ceremony would be held. He 
had tried to get a dispensation to 
have it at the villa, but there is a 
French law that prohibits a mar- 
riage ceremony in a home except 
|in the case of sickness or a diplo- 
matic emergency. 


Agented by Louella? 

The day before the marriage an- 
| other press conference was called, 
this time by Charles Smith, gen- 
|eral manager of INP for Europe, 
| who announced to those present 
| that International News Pictures 
| had been selected as the official 
photographic agency for the cere- 
mony, the reception later, the fam- 
|ily group, etc. 

| He was sincere in wanting every- 
'one to get-a break. He explained 
b~- after a great deal of persua- 
sion the prince had consented to 
/pass on 12 pictures in all—three 


|of the ceremony, two of the cake-| 


| cutting, and the rest of the recep- 
‘tion at the villa. These would be 
| developed and printed at a small 
| laboratory which Smith had set up 
‘in the laundry of the chateau. 
| They would then be dispatched to 
the Carlton hotel, where’ they 
| would be distributed at a moderate 
fee to all the press. Smith had 
| brought his top black and white 
‘photographer from Berlin and a 
color specialist from London. 


great deal of expense in bringing 


Continued from page 4 ——~—'#| a dryer and enlarger from Paris, 


, and that they had no hope of get- 
_ting their expenses back from the 
small fee to be obtained for the 
| pictures’, since they didn’t feel that 
' they could charge a publication fee 
on a pool arrangement. 

For those photographers with a 
pass into the chateau after the 
ceremony, there would be an open 


photographic session for 15 min- | 
utes, to be followed by a half-hour | 


press conference for the reporters. 

The following day Elroy gave 

out the passes to approximately 45 
journalists and photographers. 
with over 100 having been turned 
away. (Note to editor: yes, I got 
one.) 
‘ That the marriage would be held 
in the mayor’s office at Vallauris, 
and not at the villa, was now a 
common fact, since it could be 
held nowhere else. Vallauris ad- 
ministers the affairs for Golf-Juan. 
the tiny community outside of 
Cannes where the prince makes 
his home. That the prince could 
not prohibit the press from enter- 
ing and witnessing the ceremony 
was also common fact, since in 
France a “mairie” is the property 
of the people, and cannot be closed 
to the press. 

This if wee thot of 11:16 on the 
morning of May 27 Rita Hayworth 
bes the wife of Prince Aly 
| Khan, in a simple five-minute cere- 
{mony performed by Mayor Paul 


TY 


Aly | 


He said that the | 


He | 
explained that INP had gone to a’ 


a 


Rita and Aly 


Continued from page 2 





ee 


| Derigon. She wore a Jacques 

/model in sky blue silk ana ae 
|a matching pigture hat of organdy 
tulle. She was nervous, and her 
voice shook as she answered “Oyj” 
|to the mayor’s question. Aly’s 
witness was General Catroux — 





‘ xX, to 
whom he served as an aide during 
the war; and her witness \ as 


Prince Jean Orleans Bregance. 
| Present at the ceremony was 
Louella O. Parsons, who had set 
|up an elaborate transmission sys- 
tem of relaying her story through 
the radio facilities of the Ray Mor- 
gan troupe, who are housed in 
Cannes with the Maurice Chevalier 
show. With the aid of Sam Pierce 
and Bill Robson, Miss Parsons had 
transmitted her eye-witness ac- 
count by magnetic tape, which was 
rushed to Paris and then sent by 
shortwave to New York. : 

The wedding ceremony was fol- 
lowed by a reception at the cha- 
teau, where an elaborate banquet 
was served. Yves Montand and 
the orchestra of the Cannes Casino 
entertained the 80 guests. who 
were assembled around the swim- 
ing pool. 

The contemplated schedule of a 
regulated photographic session at 
the chateau broke down upon the 
onslaught of the swarms of jour- 
nalists and photographers who 
crowded into the place, despite 
police precaution. The couple gra- 
'ciously posed, and answered ques- 
tions, until it became untenable to 
| continue. After overstaying its 
welcome by hours, the press finally 
departed. * 











No. of Theatres 


| ¥—___. Continued from page 6 





Jan. 1, 1949, said the survey “there 
was a total of 8,467 motion pic- 
ture theatres with a seating capa- 
city for 5,639,560 persons — con- 
trasting markedly with the 6,657 
theatres seating 3,742,841 persons 
in 1947. It is in this area of the 
world that the greatest theatre ex- 
pansion has taken place in the past 
two years. 

“Theatre construction and re- 
openings to the extent of a 27.2% 
increase is indicated for 1949 as 
against 1947, involving a 50.7% in- 
crease in the number of seats. 

“Percentage-wise, the showing of 
U. S. films on the screens in this 
area is the lowest in the world, 
reaching only 55%. As will be 
noted, this low percentage is attri- 
_butable primarily to the situation 
‘in the Far East; and it can be as- 
sumed that, with the so-called re- 
birth of the Japanese motion pic- 
ture industry and the _ intensive 
drive by British film distributors, 
‘the showing of American films is 
affected considerably. 

“Japan, as would be expected, 
shows the greatest increase in thea- 
tres during this two-year period. 
On Jan. 1, 1949, 2,157 theatres seat- 
ing 1,223,914 people were reported, 
against 1,603 theatres seating 658,- 
374 persons in 1947. This repre- 
sents a 34.5% increase in theatres 
and an 85.9% increase in seats. 

“In the countries comprising the 
Middle East there were, as of 
Jan. 1, 1949, 2,676 theatres seating 
' 1,583,425 people, as compared with 
1,876 theatres seating 969,088 per- 
sons at the same time in 1947. The 
increase thus being 42.6°° in thea- 
tre facilities and 63.3% in seats. 
Of the screen time available in the 

Middle East countries, films from 
the U.S. held 52% of the showings. 


India Area’s Top Increase 


“The India area shows the larg- 
est increase in theatre develop- 
‘ment in this great region. Before 
the splitting up of India and Pakis- 
tan in 1947 there were in the coun- 
try 1,605 theatres seating 802,500 
people. Today there are 1,948 thea- 
tres in that portion now comprising 
India, seating 1,266,200, and 352 
theatres in Pakistan, seating 88,000 
persons. 

“In the countries and possessions 
comprising Africa, information at 
hand shows that on Jan. 1, 1949, 
there were 1,281 theatres with 
784,818 seats, as compared wi! 
1,171 theatres with 706,024 seats in 
1947. This represents a 9.4% In- 
crease in theatres and an 11.1%e 
increase in seatage. Films from the 


U. S. occupy 62% of the screen 
time in all of Africa. 
“In the Atlantic Islands there 


were a total of 166 theatres seat- 
ing 72,914 persons, as of Jan. 1, 
against 122 theatres seating 59.363 
persons in 1947. Eighty-one per 
cent of all the films shown in th: 
far-flung area came from the U. 5. 
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World Premiered at Criterion Theatre, New 
























York, and 5-theatre combination, Los Angeles, 


“The Lady Gambles” is running way ahead of 


“*The Lady Gambles’ is a 
feminine ‘Lost Weekend.’ | 
Miss Stanwyck has re- | the River,” “Tap Roots,” “Rogues Regiment”! 


sponded with magnificent 
skill.” —N.y. World-Telegram 


| top-grossing hits like “Criss Cross,” “City Across 


At 9 ahaa tas! WA Rtas 


“It is ‘The Lost Weekend’ 
' of clicking dice and whir- | 
ring roulette wheels.” 

— Los Angeles Times 


“Another of Barbara 
Stanwyck’s achieve- | 
ments.” — Walter Winchell 


“Barbara Stanwyck’s per- 
formance...is being com- 
pared to Ray Milland’s | 
in ‘The Lost Weekend.'” 

— Dorothy Kilgallen 








“Barbara Stanwyck gives 
a remarkable perform- ; 
ance.” —WN. Y. Daily News 





And now showmen are setting their sights 
on two more U-I “SHOWMANSHIP LEADERS”! 


“ILLEGAL ENTRY”... Washington Invitation Premiere, June 8, with personal appearance 
by Marta Toren » “CALAMITY JANE and SAM BASS”... *io''wwood Cavalcade heads. 
for World Premiere, June 8, in Dallas, with 350-City territezia:’ openings. 
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Can. Film Censors Getting Tougher ie 
On Brutal’ Scenes; Theatre Bldg. Up ice eal 


very basis of the reciprocal prin- | 
ciple is cooperation among nations. 

“The British position on the new 
40% film quota is singular evidence 


“When the British government, 








Toronto, May 31. ¢f 


Apprehensive of the increasing 
sequences of violence and brutality 
in certain current film releases, the 
Motion Picture Censorship Board 
will continue to eliminate such 
ecenes to a greater degree in the 
ensuing months, according to O. J. 
Silverthorne, board chairman. 

Apart from this, his annual re- 

ort to Prime Minister Frost re- 
foes to the terrific theatre-building 
expansion program of the fiscal 
year, the fact that British pictures 
now account for some 20% of play- 
ing time here, and that foreign | 
films (European) are securing | 
greater screen time than ever be-! 
fore. 

“Mistreatment of animals,” said 
Gilverthorne, is never permitted on | 
the screen, yet violence toward hu- 
man beings appears to be running 
rampant. Men were being shown | 
kicked and beaten into uncon- 
sciousness in many of the cheaper | 
grade and gangster type of feature 
pictures. 





The board viewed these | 
scenes with alarm, and was of the | 
opinion that copying of such tac- 
tics (by the mentally immature) 
could easily result in death or per- | 
manent injury to some innocent 
person.” 

During the fiscal year, ending | 
March 31, Silverthorne reported, | 
new construction totaled 47 houses 
completed, with 10 of these majors, 


ranging from the $2,000,000 Odeon | pre-release 
in Toronto to others in the $650,-| Judge Steps Out” (Ann Sothern, | 


000-$800,000 bracket. The need of 


outlets for British films has been | (Ropert 


in some measure responsible for 
the building of theatres by United 


The Board reviewed 606 features 
during the fiscal year, these com- 
ing from the U. S., Britain and the 
Continent; and made deletions in 
approximately 25% of the total. 
Labelled as adult entertainment 
and not suitable for children were 
54 features. Excessive display of 
firearms in newspaper and poster 
advertising of western and crime 
films was reduced to a greater ex- 
tent than ever before, with 1,018 
pieces of advertising rejected. 





\its return. | tions on the film quota.” 


| (Victor 
Kingdom interests (Arthur Rank). | 


‘in its reply, speaks of the discus- 
sions between the leaders of the 
British and American film indus- | 
‘tries through the Anglo-American | 
|Film Advisory Council, and sug- | 
indie production, “The Outlaw.” | gests come ag sre the | 
as : - | ment level be held up pending the 
Seal was revoked several years a80 | outcome of these talks, it is evad- 
because Hughes refused to abide ing the issue of the quota. 
by rules covering advertising. Now | “private industry can do nothing 
he has submitted substantially the | about the quota. That is a Govern- | 
same ads and has offered to with- mental matter. 
draw a $2,500,000 suit against the | “Inasmuch as we intend to go 
MPAA if at okays them. It riggs into the British film quota thor- 
‘Outlaw Pings distributec Y | oughly when the Reciprocal Trade 
United Artists before Hughes ac- Agreement Act is before the Sen- 
quired RKO and turned the oe ate. we desire your assurance at 
over to it. Depinet, as a member . ‘ aaeth. 
of the MPAA ne voted for rev- the earliest sg oe me a srl 
ocation of the seal and is now in easel Vi og it i aeseunie 
; Pe “agen - teste 0 e Britis J 
the position of having to argue for | requesting the opening of negotia- | 


Depinet Pitches 
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Only Three Pix In a Year Earlier Eric Johnston announced 
Product situation has been made | that the American members of the 
acute by the fact that, since Hughes | Film Council had agreed to the 
took over almost a year ago, the | British request for a postponement 
studio has made only three films, | of the June 2-3 meeting. 
has two in production and one in Ellis Arnall was in town last | 
preparation. In addition, it has a | week to confer with State and Jus- 
few indie pix, and Hughes has /| tice Department officials, Senator 
turned over to it “The Outlaw” and Claude Pepper (D., Fla.), and Rep. 
two others of his own negatives— | Wright Patman (D., Tex.), chairman | 
“Vendetta” and “Mad Wednesday.” | of the House Small Business Com- 
That gives the company a total | mittee against the proposed Anglo- 
backlog of about 20 pix, plus some | American deal which, Arnall 
reissues. | charged, was in gross violation of 
Aside from Hughes’ three, the | the Webb-Pomerene Act. 
films in the backlog are “The Win- | 
dow,” which has already had a few 


cnaagements;" “the Eliott Roosevelt Heads 
Hyde Park House Group; 
Other New Theatres 


“They Live by Night” (Farley Hyde Park, N. Y. 
| Granger, Kathy O’Donnell), “Weep Construction of a 500-seat inti- 
|No More” (Joseph Cotten, Valli), | mate type of theatre is under way 
“Follow Me Quietly” (William Lun- | in community development project 
|digan, Dorothy Patrick, “It’s Only | here headed by Elliott Roosevelt. 
|Money” (Groucho Marx, Frank | [jt is being built on a site opposite 
|Sinatra, Jane Russell), “Savage the entrance to Franklin D. Roose- 
|Splendor”’ (jungle pic), “Mighty velt Memorial library on Route 9. 
Joe Young” (Robert Armstrong, | House will show firstrun pix and 





Alexander Knox), ®@Big Steal” 
Mitchum), ‘“Roughshod” 
|(Robert Sterling), ‘Interference” 
Mature, Sonny Tufts), 





Terry Moore), “She Wore a Yellow | will be operated by Eisenberg ya 
e 


Ribbon” (John Wayne), “Roseanna | Cohen, owners of theatres in F 
McCoy” (Goldwyn,) “Ichabod and Hook, Rhinebeck and Pine Plains, 
Mr. Toad” (Disney), “Love Is Big | N. Y. 

| Business” (Claudette Colbert, Rob- | 


| 


ert Young) and “Strange Bargain” | 





2 New Texas 600-Seaters 










Picture Grosses 
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DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 
“Blonde From Bashful Bend” (20th) 
and “Angel in Exile” (Rep), also 
Denver, Webber. Dim $1,500. Last 
week, “Flamingo Road” (WB) and 
“State Department” (FC), $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“The Window” (RKO) and “Wom- 
an’s Secret” (RKO). Mild $11,000. 
Last week, “Adventure in Balti- 
more” (RKO) and “Clay Pigeon” 
(RKO), $11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Red Stallion in Rockies” (EL) and 
“Old-Fashioned Girl” (EL). Slight 
$7.000. Last week, “Dark Past” 
(Col) and “Jungle Jim” (Col), $7,- 
000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) — 
“Blonde From Bashful Bend” (20th) 
and “Angel in Exile’ (Rep), also 


Denver. Esquire. Drab $1,500. Last | 


week, “Flamingo Road” (WB) and 


| “State Department” (FC), $2,500. 











Cold War 
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the future.” The Society wants the 
whole Anglo-British agreement of 

1947 reopened for investigation. 

3. Members of Congress are con- 
tinuing—and stepping up — their 
'attacks on the British restrictions, 
| which may result in strong action 
by the State Dept. 

4. The Dept. of Justice is going 
into the legality of the concerted 
|action on the British question by 
the Motion Picture Export Assn., 
under which the American majors 
operate abroad. 
| In the meantime, Eric Johnston, 
president of the Motion Picture 
| Assn. of America, was in Toronto 





‘yesterday (Tuesday), where Har- | 
‘old Wilson, prez of the Board of | 
Trade, was also a visitor. It was | 


| thougnt some action might come 


out of their meeting, although Wil- | 
|'son has shown no desire for com- | 


| promise. 


British Lay Talks Delay 





To Absence of Wilson | 





‘BARKLEYS’ BRISK 
$19,000 IN L’VILLE 


Louisville, May 
_ “Barkley’s of Broadway” is i 
ing quite a stir at Loew’s State this 
week, with other firstruns trailing 
“Tulsa” at Rialto shapes okay 
|while “Riders of Whistling Pine«* 
bolstered by p.a. of Renfro Valley 
Folks at National is moderate, 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1 400- 
45-65) — “Flamingo Road” (WwB} 
| (2d wk). Still perky at $7,500. Last 
week, sturdy $10,000. 
National (Standard) (2,400: 50. 
| 85)—“Riders of Whistling Pines” 
/(Col) and Renfro Valley Folks on- 
stage. Modest $7,000. Last week 
| “‘Mom and Dad” (Indie), $8,000. * 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.000: 
45-65)—“Tulsa” (EL) and “Sham: 
| rock Hill” (EL). Fair $13,000. Last 
week, “El Paso” (Par) and “Own 
True Love” (Par), about same 
State (Loew’s) (3,000: 45-65) — 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) and 
|“Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col) 
| Solid $19,000. Last week, “Ma. Pa 
| Kettle” (U) and “Act Of Violence” 
| (M-G), $12,000. 
| Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—“To 





Sea In Ships” (20th) and “Hide- 
out” (Rep). Lightweight $4,500. 
Last week, “Last Bandit” (Rep) 


| and “Moonrise” (Rep), about same. 
| 


‘St. Louis’ $12,000, Montl. 


Montreal, May 31. 

Biz looks good in all houses with 
cool weather drawing the trade. 
“South of St. Louis” looks best of 
newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855: 40-65)— 
| “Ball Game” (M-G) (2d wk). Big 
$17,000 following smash $26,000 
opener. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412:- 34-60)— 
“Northwest Mounted” (Par) (ree 
issue). Solid $19,000. Last week, 
| “Sun Comes Up” (M-G), $13,500. 








Palace (C.T.) (2,625: 34-60)—“To 
| Sea in Ships” (20th). Good $15,000. 
| Last week, “Mother Is Freshman” 
| (20th) (2d wk). $8,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131: 34-60)— 
“South of St. Louis” (WB). Nice 





(Martha Scott, Jeffrey Lynn). 

In addition, there is a compi- 
| lation of old vaude shorts into a 
feature labeled ‘Make Mine 
: Laughs,” a half-dozen Tim Holt 
ing program to ascertain how the | westerns, six George O’Brien west- 
public reacts. ern reissues, the “Tarzan” series 

One of the Intermediate System | reissues and possibly “Man on the 
plants will go into the Chicago the- | Riffel Tower,” Franchot Tone 
atre, Chicago, when new TV station | starrer, on which there has been 
is opened there June 16. ‘some negotiation but no_ pact 

The Intermediate Film System | signed. 
now requires about 60 seconds In production at the moment are 
from the time it is picked up by | “] Married a Communist” (Robert 
TV cameras until ready to throw Ryan, Laraine Day) and “Bail Bond 
on the screen. It has the advantage Story” (George Raft, Pat O’Brien, 
of recording by TV cameras, with | Ella Raines). In preparation is 
30 frames per second, and then | “Bed of Roses.” 
switching them into regular film 
with 24 frames a second. This im- 
proves the image of the picture. 

The Par film method has the 
advantage of enabling crack film | 
cutters to eliminate some footage 
and give almost a completely edited 
story in record time—virtually in- 
stantaneous. 

Matter of being able to televize 
big sports events is something for 
the future. Par believes that in | 
the future it will be able to supply 
the big coin necessary to grab 
these big events just as the net- 
works now are doing it. 


a B.0. Champs 


Continued from page 4 


Par Theatre TV 


—m= Continued from page 4 ——! 




















Cal. Solons 


Continued from page 7 





its patent evasion of the quota 
issue. 

“The quota is not an industry 
matter. It is a British government 
matter. 


| through Parliament under the 
‘whip of the British government. 


“The British Ministry, in its 
|'great wisdom, says the quota 
doesn’t violate the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade, to 
which Britain and_ the 
States are signatories. 
Dept. will be derelict if it permits 
D the British government to. get 
larger keys but shapes stronger i ray wi j i j 
southwest area. “Tounmer Bros.” eo ae eres SRE” 


(WB) did nice in Omaha and lied 
K. C. but not in enough locations 
to tell how it will ultimately shape 
up. “Pride of Yankees” (RKO) 
(reissue) came through with some 
profitable weeks. 

“Adventure in Baltimore” (RKO), 
which fared nicely on_ several | 
initial playdates, floundered during 
past month. “Outpost in Morocco” : icin 
(UA), in contrast, shapes up better mewon coreg 
than in April with a sturdy session California’s Senators Sheridan 
in Detroit and fine stanza in Buf- | Downey and William F. Knowland 
falo to its credit. In Montreal it Wrote a joint letter to the Secre- 
proved so sock the pic held a tary of State in which they de- 




















“I therefore call upon the State 
Dept., 


Government at once to negotiate 
the reduction or elimination of the 
excessive film quota, that so clear- | 
ly discriminates against American | 


second strong frame. “Blue. Clared: 
Lagoon” (EL) is credited with big “In our opinion, the British atti- 
trade in Toronto. tude has seriously damaged the | 


“Joan of Are” (RKO), which was | cause of reciprocal trade to which | 
big to solid in several key cities this government, in the interest of | 


last month, finally wound up its promoting the flow of commerce new $100,000 theatre. being built | 


and trade around the world, has 
been so strongly committed. The 


record run of 26 weeks at N. Y. 
Victoria. 


It was proposed by the, 
| British government and jammed | 


United | 
Our State | 


in accordance with this | 
treaty authority, to protest in writ- | 
ing to the British government and | 
to demand a meeting with our | 


Hughes Springs, Texas. 

New 600-seat house will be built 
|} herve by Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Mc- 
Natt, replacing their present 200- 
'seat Village theatre. Plans also 
‘call for a 600-seater to replace 
their current 250-seat house, the 
| Morris, at Daingerfield. 





Interstate Plans 1,400-Seater 

‘ Denton, Texas. 
Interstate Theatres Circuit start- 
'ed construction here on new 1,400- 
_ Seater which will be built at an es- 
| timated $300,000. It will be one 


of largest theatres in north Texas. 





| New $400,000 Texas City House 
‘Texas City, Texas. 
New $400,000 Showboat theatre 
opened here by the Long Theatres. 
This is fourth house bearing that 
name to be built here by Long cir- 
cuit. The first was déstroyed by 
| fire, second by a hurricane and 
the third in Texas City disaster of 
| 1946. New house seats 1,000. 





$400,000 Downtown St. Loo House 


St. Louis. 
New 1,260-seater film house to 
cost $400,000 being planned by H. 


| Paul Stroud, owner of World News- | 
reel house. New house would of- | 


fer stiff opposition for Loew’s State 
and Fanchon and Marco’s Ambas- 


sador nearby. House will be built | 


on site of former department store. 





$150,000 Texas House 
Carthage, Texas. 
Construction started here on new 
Esquire, $150,000 house to be op- 
erated by Horace Turner and H. L. 
Hampton. 





1,200-Seater for Halli Industries 
Kingsville, Texas. 
Bob Beddow, local manager for 
Hall Industries, has signed con- 
tract for new 1,200-seater to be 
built here. 





Complete Texas 600-Seater 
Whiteface, Texas. 
Construction completed on new 
600-seat Home here, town’s first 
and only house. It will be oper- 
ated by Jack Holman. It cost 
$75,000. 





New $100,000 Texas House 
San Angelo, Texas. 
Construction started here on 


by Concho Theatres, a partner of 
Robb & Rowley circuit. 


London, May 31. $12,000. Last week, “Set-Up” 

Hopes of a rapprochment be- | (RKO) (2d wk), big $9,000. 
a : | Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) 
tween the British and American | __ “Jungle Patrol” (20th) and 
motion picture industries via the |“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th). 


Anglo-U. S. Film Council are 
rapidly receding. News of the post- 
ponement of the talks is seen here 
as a clear indication that so far 
there is nothing concrete to offer 
in response to the American over- 
tures for a lowering of the quota 
and substantially increased playing 
'time on the major circuits. 

Official excuse is that the post- 
ponement was due to the absence 
in Canada of Board of Trade prez 


Harold Wilson, and that conse- | 
quently the British industry lead- | 


-ers have not had an opportunity of 


submitting the American represen- | 


, tations to him for consideration. 

Even in Wilson’s absence, it is 
understood that the proposals have 
been examined by Board of Trade 
film experts and that they look 
askance at them. Policy of the La- 
bor Government has consistently 
been to frown on any arrangement 
| that resembles a cartel and which 
may interfere with existing legisla- 
tion, and they've interpréted the 
major U. S. demands as falling 
| within these categories. 

Doubt persists as to whether 
there will actually be a meeting in 
London in August, but if it is held, 


the inclusion of Sir Philip Warter | 


'in the British delegation, as the 
head of the Associated British Pic- 
ture Corporation, would allow the 
chiefs of the three major circuits 


| to participate in the negotiations, | 


and not leave J. Arthur Rank, as 
the controller of the Odeon and 
Gaumont-British groups, the sole 
spokesman. 

No attempt is being made to dis- 
guise the embarrassment which the 
publication of the Johnston letter 
caused to the British team, who 
had previously refused to admit 
that a lowering of the quota had 
been discussed at Washington. 
They are now suggesting that while 
| they kept their part of the bargain 
to maintain complete secrecy, 
there has been a breach of faith on 
the American side. 


| 





MORE MOSCOW PIX HOUSES 


Washington, May 31. 
Twenty-four new film houses are 
being built in Moscow this year, 
Russian Embassy reports. 
Of these, 18 will be located on 
the street floors of apartment 


‘houses under construction. 





| Sturdy $8,000. Last week “Countess 
Monte Cristo” (U) and “Cheated 
Law” (20th), $10,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1.040; 34-60)— 
| “Impact” (UA) and “Bungalow 13” 
| (20th). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
| “Jigsaw” (UA) and “Lucky Stiff” 
(UA), $7,000. 


| PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 9) 


like best thing here in long time. 
Swell notices and fine word-of- 
mouth ought to bring sock $24,000. 
Stays another week. Last week, 
“Barkleys of Broadway” ‘M-G) (2d 
| wk), $13,500. 

| Ritz (Loew’s) (800; $1-$2.40)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (3d-final wk). 
Disappointment here, mainly be 
cause house is not for road-show 
dates. Despite holiday will only 
be okay $7,000, about same as last 
| week. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800; 45-80)— 
'“Younger Bros.” (WB). Not much 
| excitement over this, and it can 
‘thank Decoration Day and Dr. LQ. 
broadcast from stage for $14,500 
obtained. Better than recent biz 
but still mild for holiday week, 
Last week, “Night Unto Night 
(WB), $11,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Bad Boy” (Mono). Even all the 
/help Variety Clubs are giving this 
|doesn’t seem to be helping. Not 
‘much more than $5,000, rather 
sad. Last week, “State Depart- 
/ment—File 649” (FC) and ‘Shot 
'Jesse James” (SG), fair at $7,000, 
; over hopes. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 
Pe geal (Mono) (2d wk), 
| $7,300. 
to lomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
—The Set-Up” (RKO) and “Song 
of India” (Col) (2d runs) plus 
vaude. Good $5,000. Last week, 
“Walking Hills” (Col) and “Kiss 
‘in Dark” (WB) (2d runs), plus 
| vaude, $3,600. 
| icoees (H-E) (3.039; 50-84) 
—‘“Streets of Laredo” (Par) an 
'“Law Barbary Coast” (Col). .Oke 
| $12,000. Last week, “Outpost in 
bere (UA) and “Amigo” (UA), 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 50-84) 
-—“She” (RKO) and “Last Days 
Pompeii” (RKO) (reissues). TrM 
$4,000. Last week, “Flying Tigers, 
(Rep) and “Fighting Seabees 
i(Rep) (2d runs), fair $3,200. 
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‘during the FOUR WEEKS 
ending May 7th, your 








a O29, 224 accessory items and 
a 233,848 trailers —or a total of 


1263072 units 5 


F which means an 
average of b 
i y Our SERVICE Being On A RENTAL 


dj BASIS, it is apparent that practically the 


















Y same number of Items (less posting-paper, 
5 heralds, etc.) is being RETURNED by Exhibitors, each week. These Items must be 
sorted, recorded and returned to Shelves and Vaults in NSS Offices. 
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26 PICTURES VARIETY Wednesday, June 1, 1949 
Houston from headquarters here. | State one of its biggest weeks this | creased from 700 to 1,500, so that 
Also set trucking deal to get ma-| year. . second picture can run while an- 
» terial to Galveston. e Gertrude Guimont, Warner) other is being projected on the 
S rom OW Final injunction _ restraining| Bros.’ head booker, vacationing | old screen. 
Local Union No. 407, IATSE, a in Florida and Cuba, makirg trip 
maintaining picket line in front of | by plane. 
DESH Ss+oeroese |San Antonio’s International Rees Al Putz, former to —e pe DENVER 
P entrance and businesses in build-| manager and recently checking ie ocky ountain Inde- 
NEW YORK Preps gg g Migs ae ing other. than in front of Alameda | supervisor, placed in charge of pendent Theatres second yearly 
Maurice J. Miller, of the Lin-| Threat to close both it and the theatre issued by local district | booking department. convention June 8-9 will be af- 
@oln theatre, Passaic, N. J., wWaS| Ambassador, in dispute over in- court. Pickets have been at house! Earl Perkins, Warner salesman, | tended by Abram Myers and True- 
eelected prez of the New Jersey ovennni film rentals. was rescinded | Since theatre opened March 9. __| back from Des Moines branch | man Rembusch, of national Allied. 
heatre Owners of America in when Edward B. Arthur said satis- Although the meeting of Allied where pinchhitting. _ | Myers is expected to talk on di- 
assaic last week. Harold Haskins aie alk ee sd on) Lheatre Owners of Texas, now in Golden Valley, Minneapolis | vorcement while Rembush jl] 


@lected veepee; Adam Adams, 
eoeree Frank Fowler, secretary 


alter Reade, Jr., was named as- 
ciation representative on the 
OA board Following the busi- 
ess session, the chapter feted 
Becl Sullivan and Edward Lach- 


an, TOA and Allied national ex- 
Bibiior co-chairmen of the film 
dustry’s division for the Treas- 
wry Dept.’s current bond drive. 
aymond Hodgdon, manager 
RKO Keith’s, Richmond Hill, N.Y.., 
nd Harry Schreiber, manager 
RKo Palace, Columbus, O., copped 
KO Theatres’ Showmansnip 
Awards for April. Hodgdon’s prize 
was for promotion of a cooking 
gchool with local gas company 
while Schreiber’s stemmed from 
his campaign on a personal appear- 
ance of Eddie Cantor at his house. 
Edward Lachman, Prez of N. J. 
llied Theatre Owners, took in 
st week’s Boston convention of 
e Independent Exhibitors of 
ew England, then planed Satur- 
gay (28) to Dallas to attend the 
exas ATO conclave as well as 
e national board meet of Allied 
Biases Assn. of Motion Picture 
hibitors. 


ST. LOUIS 


The Freeburg, owned by Basil | 
©. Clark, Freeburg, Ill., suffered 
$600 damage when a wall was 


racked by a backing truck on ad- 
Dining parking lot. 


George Evanoff opened his new | 


idtown, a 650-seater in Wood 

iver, Ill. 

Harry Barker assigned to North 
Missouri and Northern Illinois 
territory for United Artists after 
transfer from Omaha. 

Gerald Williams, East 
Mll., purchased the Alamo, Stew- 
ardson, Ill., from L. Gorski. 

The Grayville, new $100,000 

ouse in Grayville, Ill., 

urner-Farrar interests, likely will 

lighted July 4. Replaces the 
remier, destroyed by fire April 

, 1948. 

Fanchon & 


Alton, | 


built for | 


factory rental had been reached on 
10 new pix. No reason given shut- 
tering. Biz has been off sharply 
and even reissue bill was used re- 
cently. 

First-run policy inaugurated at 
the St. Louis and Missouri, other 
F&M houses a few blocks from the 
Fox, since darkening of the big 
house. 

Herman Schwarz 
staff of Screen Guild; 
traveled South Illinois 
Lion. 

Nat Hall and the Dickinson 
Operating Co., lighted their new 
Belasco, Quincy, III. 

The Lion, a new 500 seater, Troy, 
Ill., operated by Sheldon Lending 
for Lion’s Club of Troy, opens 
June 1. 

Earl Farrell, Charleston, Mo., 
purchased site for 400-car drive-in 
near Sikeston, Mo. 

Arthur Morris, coal mine oper- 
ator of Dawson Springs, Ky., pur- 
chased the Strand, 400-seater, in 
same town from J. H. Meadows. 

Suit to invalidate a section of 
ordinance in Richmond Heights, 
St. Louis county, that provides for 
collection of 5% of gross receipts 
|at theatres filed in circuit court at 
Clayton by owners of the Esquire, 


joined sales 
formerly 
for Eagle 


indie secondrun and St. Louis 
|Amus. Co., owner of the Rich- 
mond. 


DALLAS 


Paramount’s “Streets of Laredo” 





Laredo with the entire border 
town turning out to meet a con- 
tingent of visiting Hollywood stars. 
| It was held at the time the settle- 
ment of Laredo 194 years ago was 
| being observed. 

| Texas Allied Theatre Owners 
| will hold its convention here May 
| 30-June 1. The organization is 
headed by Phil Esley. 

Interstate Theatres purchased 
|an interest from G. A. White in 
common carrier truck line he 
_operates between Dallas and Hous- 
|ton. Will utilize in sending films, 


Marco temporarily candy, popcorn and accessories to 













nL. 


incandescent or vertical are spotlight 2. ae 
light such as is obtainable only with high in- 
tensity ares, 


Easily operated. 


Employs a silvered gless reflector end two-ele- 
ment variable focal length lens system, 


Draws only 10 amperes from any 110-volt A.C. 
convenience outlet, Adciustable, self-regulating 
transformer which is an integral part of the 


base for the first time makes possible a bigh 


Use coupon to obtain literatur 
Independent theat 


THE nearest dea 
STRONG Bf 
ELECTRIC CORP: [iaaeeeee 
The World's Largest Manu- Ouneene 


focturer of Projection 
Arc Lamps 


74 City Park Ave. 
Toledo 2, Ohio 


PEON ices 








For Theatres, Auditoriums and Night Clubs 


— © — 
Produces a sharp, snow-white, uniformly #- Intensity are spotlight without the vee ef 
tuminated spot far surpassing in brillieney any heavy rotating equipment, 


Please send free literature, prices and name of the 


SECRETE HEHEHE THERE HEHEHE ETH EEE HEE EEE: 


City and State. 


pARKLE 


SEF TO YOUR 
PRESENTATIONS 






Automatic sre control maintains constant are 
gap and a steady light, free from hiss or 
flicker. A trim of carbons burns one hour 
and 20 minutes at 21 volts and 45 amperes 
Horizontal masking control. Can be sengled 
at 45 degrees in each direction. Color boom- 
erang contains six slides and ultraviolet filter 
holder, 


Mounted on casters, 
shipping. 


Easily disassembled for 


e, prices and name of nearest 
re supply deaier. 


ler In Strong Spotlights. 


SHEER ORE EH OH EH HEH ORE EERE EEE 


was given a typical Texas preem in | 


session here will be attended by 
members of state 
final banquet honoring Col. H. A. 
Cole, past prexy of group, will 
attract many 





INDIANAPOLIS 

Ken Collins, city manager of 
Dolle-Gamble group, installed tele- 
vision sets on Indiana, Circle and 
Lyric mezzanines for Indianapolis’s 
video preem, 500-mile speedway 
race being telecast by WFBM-TV 
Decoration Day. 

Pev Marley arrived ahead of 
Linda Darnell to view race pre- 
liminaries. Miss Darnell came 
here to award victory trophy to 
race winner. 

Alfred W. Sechwalberg, Para- 
mount sales manager, and Bill 
Ainsworth, president of National 
Allied, will be headliners at sum- 
mer convention of Associated The- 
atre Owners of Indiana, 
Lick, June 22-23. 

Larry Shubnell, formerly 
Columbia and Syndicate theatres, 
rejoined Columbia sales staff and 
will live in Fort Wayne. 

Laddie Hancock, ex-20th-Fox 
salesman, now selling for Para- 
mount. 

Sam Perk and Oscar Alpert, took 
;over Mecca, Indianapolis nabe, 
|from John Servas. 

J. F. Heinlen, who formerly man- 
aged the house, acquired the 
Arcade, Gas City, from Mallers cir- 
cuit. 

Horton and Pfiseter reopened 
old Dixie at Jeffersonville as the 


organization, | 


out-of-town visitors. | 
| hibitor, 


suburb, banning drive-ins. 


BOSTON 


Joe Stanzler, Rhode 
signed deal to 


Island ex- 
operate a 


| drive-in to be built in West Bridge- 


French | 


with | 


water on Route 28. 

William E. Evison appointed of- 
fice manager at E. M. Loew office, 
replacing Gertrude’ Rittenberg, 
who resigned. 

E. M. Loew circuit took over the 
Taconic, Williamstown,  transfer- 
ring lease from Lon Hacking, Jr. 

Apache Room of Latin Quarter 
taken over for June 2 by 200 
friends of Larry Laskey, of E. M. 
Loew’s circuit, who will honor him 
at stag party prior to marriage to 


Eleanor Robinson, former secre- 
tary of E. M. Loew. 

Jack Meadow, former office} 
manager here for United Artists, 


joined Film Classics as salesman. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Bud Freeman, former district 
manager for A. M. Ellis theatres, 
upped to ad-publicity director. 

Metro will use Philly as a guinea | 


‘pig to determine type and amount | 


of advertising and promotional 
work needed for “Edward, My 
Son.” Will set pattern for all spots 
in the country, except New York. 

Certified by State Labor Rela- 
tions Board as collective bargain- 
ing agent for film theatre cashiers, 
ushers, ‘doormen, cleaners, porters 
-and matrons, IATSE Local B-100 
is negotiating a new contract and 


'Neon. House was long shuttered. | will demand pay increases. 


CHICAGO 


Alliance theatres embarking on 
$1,000,000 remodeling 


Grand, Terre Haute, Ind., reopens | Albany, 


June 3 after facelift with Sipe, 
Kokomo, Ind., and State, Anderson, 
|Ind., also undergoing refurbishing. 
| Circuit also opened three drive-ins 
recently. 

| Screen Guild exchanges in De- 
| troit,<Cincinnati and Cleveland will 
handle All-American, 
newsreel. 

Max Roth is out as district man- 
ager of Film Classics, with no re- 
placement as yet. 

Arthur Young, with United 
Artists for years, quit job as office 
manager here. 

Third of a series of equity ac- 
tions by drive-ins was filed in Chi 
federal district court by Seymour 
Simon on behalf of Star View Out- 
door, Elgin, Ill. Suit against all 
major distribs, except United Art- 
ists, Balaban & Katz, and Publix 
Great States, claims that distribs 
gave 30 days prior clearance to 
Great States houses, Crocker, 
Rialto, and Grove, over the John 
Reckas ozoner. Reckas seeks equal 
| clearance. 


PITTSBURGH 


| 





H. Arthur Pearce, former WB 
| circuit manager, will be in charge | 
of Laskey Bros.’ new Starlite, | 
850-car drive-in on outskirts of fair- 
mont, W. Va. 

Arthur Isaacs, ex-Rep salesman 
here, into exhibition, with purchase 
of Ridge, Cleveland. 

C. Kellenberg, local sales 
manager for 20th-Fox, is an official 
of convention corporation which 
will handle the annual department 
meeting of American Legion of 
Pennsylvania. 

Gene Angeli, district exhib, and 
his wife planed to Italy on a three- 
month vacation to visit relatives. 

David Kimmelman, Par branch 
manager, recuperated satisfactor- | 
ily after operation. | 

Maurice (Red) Silverberg, who 
was critically ill with pneumonia, 
back at his Universal sales spot. 








| MINNEAPOLIS 


| Anoka, suburb of city with 5,- 
_000 people, will have three the-| 
atres in opposition to one another | 
as the result of “invasion” of town | 
by Ed Baehr, circuit owner, who) 
has started work on 1,040-seat. 
/house. C. B. Closson, who now 
_owns and operates the town’s only 
| theatre, also has been granted al 
_permit to build a new deluxer. 
Minneapolis Colosseum, film 
salesmen’s union, re-elected all of- 
ficers at its annual meeting. They 
are headed by Paul Weiss as presi- | 
dent. 
Berger at this convention also 
warned distributors that his or- 
' ganization will be on alert to detect 
violators of Supreme Court indus- 
try decision. 
“Ma and Pa Kettle,” panned by 











‘morning daily columnist, gave, 


| Gebhardt 
/here to succeed Oscar Peck who 


| Jeffersonville, Ind., near here. 
/second screen will be built and 


| celebrated his 
colored| 


ALBANY 





Amos Leonard, veteran sales- 
program. | man, now with Film Classics in 
Binghamton and _ Syra- 


cuse. 

Paramount made Peter Holman 
chief booker here and advanced 
Richard Keating from assistant to 
top booker. Francis Lynch, son 
of George Lynch, who recently 
30th anni with 
Schine circuit, sent here from New 
Haven as Keating’s aide. | 

Andrew J. Benya named man-. 
ager of Palace, Troy, a unit of the | 
Neil Hellman Theatres of Albany. 


ROCHESTER | 


Eastman House, projected insti- | 
tute for display of “the art and) 
science of photography,” also will | 
include a  600-seater theatre, 
housed in a separate building. It 
will be called the Dryden theatre, | 
after Mr. and Mrs. George B.| 
Dryden of Evanston, IIl., who con- 
tributed $200,000 for the theatre. 
Eastman House is mapped as a) 
memorial to George Eastman, | 
founder of Eastman-Kodak. 


POUGHKEEPSIE 


Paramount is reopening former 
State here July 1. 
the Colonial. 

Paramount will cooperate with | 
Poughkeepsie Regatta Assn. in se- | 
lecting National Regatta queen | 








Will be called f 


| talk on television. 


| TROY, N. ¥Y. 


| Fabian Theatres took over op- 
eration of Griswold here. Victor 
Bunz, formerly manager of Amer- 
ican, will manage. Jack Swartout, 
former manager of Griswold, goes 
to the American. WB formerly 
operated the Griswold. . 


ATLANTA 


Charlie Brook, Negro manager of 
Georgia Theatre Co.’s Carver for 
Negroes at Waycross, handed spe- 
cial cash award plus letter of com- 
mendation for outstanding 
agement from the chain's 
William K. Jenkins. 





ane 
prez, 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
United Theatres acquired 
Liberty in Camas, Wash 
Roxy, in Washougal, Wash., from 
Melvin Bennett. Plan to build a 
new stadium-type house in Camas 
with 900 capacity. 


the 
, and 


William Gillam, manager of 
Quaker and Unien for Shea Thea- 
tres in New Philadelphia, O.. for 
years, transferred to Newark, O., 
where he will manage Shea’s Mid- 
land and Auditorium. 
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New York 
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again this year. Regatta queen will | 
preside at various functions day of | 
intercollegiate regatta on Hudson 

river June 25. 


DETROIT 


Detroit film executives launched | 





their own residential colony across 
| Detroit River in Belle River, Ont. | 





BETTY GRABLE 


“THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
From BASHFUL BEND 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Teehniccicr 
ON ICE STS GE—Exeerpts from ‘Mile. Mediste’ 
starring ARNOLD SHODA - JEAN ARLEN 
ON WONDER STAGE— BERRY BROE. 
VIOLA LAYNE - GASTON PALMER 








| Charley Perry, manager of Down- | 
|town and Adams, 


migrated first. 
Now he has Ollie Brooks and 
George Berger, Butterfield men, 
and Jack Saxe, of Monogram, as 
neighbors. 


LOS ANGELES 


Fox West Coast appointed F. O. 
manager of Carleton 





is leaving the circuit. Art San- 
tiago took over Gebhardt’s old post 
at the Western and Joseph Buzeth 
assumed Santiago’s chores at 
Rivoli. 





LOUISVILLE 


Scoop, 700-seat house, operated 
by New York group headed by 
Robert Velaise, taken over by new 
operating firm known as Louisville | 
Playhouse, Inc. No change in 
house volicy is contemplated; spot. 
been playing foreign films. | 

New idea in exhibition will be to | 
offer two feature films simultane- | 
ously at Theatair, open-airer near 








| § Donald - 


7th Ave. & 
50th St. 





——ROX 











Poromount presenis 


‘Manhandled, Cr 


starring 


DOROTHY LAMOUR 
DAN DURYEA 
STERLING HAYDEN 


Directed by Lewis R Foster 
















RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 
Spencer Tracy * Deborah Kerr 


“EDWARD, MY SON” 


jan Hunter - Leueen MacGrath james 
Mervyn Johns - Harriette Jenne 


: A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
ed 





auto accommodations will be in-' 
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Godfrey vs. D.A.R. Cues CBS Jitters 


CBS had a slight case of the jitters last week when Arthur 
Godfrey on his morning network show let out all the stops in a 
blast at the Daughters of the American Revolution in connection 
with his appearance in Washington next Saturday (4) to do a 
benefit in the juvenile delinquency fund-raising campaign Hide- 
bound CBS policy puts the reins on either commentators or per- 
formers when it comes to controversial issues : 

-Alluding to the fact that he was taking along his mixed quartet 


of Mariners (which includes two colored boys). Godfrey 


off because the D.A.R. tabu on 


him out of Constitution Hall, with result that the show 


into the National Guard Armory 


Following is the Godfrey text, 


( sounded 
Negro performers had cancelled 


is going 


as monitored off the air: 


“We're goin’ to do the show at the armory down there—in the 


national’s capital. 
to do this show in the armory. 


Oh, yeah, I've got to tell you why we’ve got 
Originally we had planned to do it 


in Constitution Hall, in our nation’s capital, but we can’t do it 
in Constitution Hall, in our nation’s capital, because of the D.A.R 


God bless them, they won’t let 


into our nation’s capital, in Constitution Hall. 


me bring my Negro entertainers 
So nuts to the 


D.A.R., we're putting it on in the armory down there. 
“Every time I think of that Ku Klux Klan outfit, I'm telling you, 


I get—inside I just go nuts. It 


just makes me white. Of all the 


shameful things in our nation’s capital, for Heaven's sake. the 


Citadel of Democracy. 


( eral We had to give up our only legitimate 
theatre in the district because of that. 


Oh-h-h brother—that’s— 


you'll forgive me, but it just makes me boil. 


“That’s just what it is 
one of those horrible cancerous 
about. It’s too bad, but there 
think straight—just won’t. 
do about it. 


—it’s ‘just one of those things’. 


It’s just 
things that you can’t do anything 
are just some people who won't 


I guess there isn’t anything you can 
If you talk about it, you only boil up things, and if 


you sit by and take it, it makes you sick—you don’t know what to 


do about it. 


I have often sat—and lain awake nights—trying to 


> 


figure out ways to do it and I guess the only thing is just don’t say 


anything about it and go on and do your own business. 


makes you mad.” 


Gosh it 








Hayes Seen as CBS Top Operator On ®: 


Coast; Thornburgh to WCAU, Philly 


With Donald W. Thornburgh, 
v.p. in charge of the western divi- 
sion for CBS, named president and 
general manager of WCAU in 
Philadelphia, reliable sources say 
that Arthur Hull Hayes, Columbia 
veepee in San Francisco, will be 
moved to Hollywood as Thorn- 
burgh’s successor. 

Resigning after 13 years in 
Hollywood for Columbia, Thorn- 
burgh takes over on Aug. 1 as 
WCAU successor to Dr. Leon Levy. 

Hayes, former manager of WCBS, 
Columbia’s flagship station in New 
York, was recently transferred to 
Frisco with the title of veepee. 
Move was said to be part of the 
CBS plan to groom him for a more 
important post and those close to 
the network operation believe the 
resignation of Thornburgh opens 
the way for his next advancement. 
CBS statement indicated that no 
announcement would be made until 


(Continued on page 40) 


WARING A.M. SHOW 
BEING LOPPED OFF 


After several seasons of attempt- 
ing to establish Fred Waring as a 
permanent morning fixture on NBC 
via his 10-10:30 musical, the net- 
work is cancelling him out of time 
at the end of the current cycle. The 





time is being inherited by Procter. 
& Gamble’s half-hour, cross-the- 


board “Welcome Traveler,” which 
switches from ABC. 

Waring has been sponsored in 
the morning slots this season by 
American Meat Institute and Min- 
nesota Canning, but both sponsors 
are dropping out. NBC is still try- 


ing to persuade the Meat Institute | 


to pick up the Waring tab for a 
once-weekly showcase either Sat- 
urday or Sunday daytime, but thus 
far there’s no deal. 

Waring is also sponsored Thurs- 
day nights on NBC by General 
Electric (which also features the 
Pennsylvanians on CBS-TV Sunday 
nights), and indications are now 
that GE will continue with the 
Same setup in the fall. 


Miles Pacts ‘Massey’ 





7 





Bob Hall Blows ABC 


Hollywood, May 31. 

Bob Hall checked out as ABC’s 
western division publicity director 
after holding down the post for 
five years. 

Ned Hullinger, formerly his aide 
and more recently in sales promo- 
tion, moved into the top spot. 


Raiding Fever 
Spreads as ABC 
Eyes MBS Stars 


| It’s now ABC vs. Mutual in what 
is reported to be an all-out raiding 
party and a reported change in 
policy on the part of ABC. 

Both Gabriel Heatter and Victor 

| Lindlahr are the two Mutual per- 
|sonalities involved in what the 
'trade calis the “No. 2 Company of 
|the NBC vs. CBS drama.” 
| Serutan, which sponsors both 
|Lindlahr and Heatter on Mutual, 
| wants to move the 11:15 a.m. Lind- 
|lahr program to ABC. At the same 
|time, Serutan wants to negotiate a 
'deal whereby it can carry Heatter 
'on ABC Sunday nights. 
The fly in the ointment is that 
'Mutual has Heatter committed to 
ia five-year exclusive contract. 
However, it doesn’t want to an- 
-tagonize an important client who 
‘lays it on the line for a two-night 
pickup of the Heatter commentary 
\(along with Semler and Noxema). 
Willingness of ABC to accept 
|Lindlahr is considered a complete 
‘revamp of network thinking, for 
it’s recalled that the web had pre- 
‘viously nixed him. Similarly, ABC 
‘only last week let down the bar- 
‘riers in pacting commercial re- 
|ligious airers which will bring in 
$800,000 a year in billings. 











1 


| AJC’s Tel Aviv Setup 


| 
| American Jewish 


Committee, 
|which plays an important role in. 
ithe “Eternal Light’? Sunday pro- 


BESE 


UUaTO INCREASE, 
ANI GOIN DOWN 


The advertising agencies are go- 
ing “through 
moil, 


ee 





unprecedented tur- 

It’s anticipated that the next 
months will witness wholesale 
this 


few 
reorganizations. Usually at 
time of the year the agencies’ cli- 
ents have definite 
ments season’s 


made commit- 


on next program 
plans. Except in cases where bank- 
rollers have issued cancellation or- 
ders, however, this 
cloud of indecision 
the 15% rooftops. 

The agencies 
chunks of 
each 


year finds a 


hovering over 


fat 


with 


are losing 


percentage coin 


and with each 


edict to shave off the top-budgeted 


cancellation 
them with 
And as the 
sors lop off AM shows in favor of 
embracing video, it adds up, at this 
stage of the game, to a losing prop- 
osition for the agency involved. 
Where one production man sufficed 


shows and_ replace 


cheaper ones. spon 


in the past for a radio airer, it 
takes three or four to get the TV 


before the camera And a 
TV program represents a far cry 


show 


from the $1,000,000 time-talent 
involved on a big-budget ra- 
show (which always meant 


“‘take’’). 

Now .some of the top agencies, 
finding themselves becoming more 
and more involved in video, are 
confronted with the additional fi- 
nancial burden of possibly install- 
ing their own TV studios in order 
to satisfy their clients. 

Tele sponsors, in the wake of a 
succession of flops, are tiring of the 
practice of having to buy their 
shows from “paper presentations.” 
They’re squawking that while it 
| might read good, it’s another story 
when it goes before the cameras, 


$150,000 as the agency’s 


and then it’s too late because 
|they’ve made their commitments 
already. 


The bankrollers are insisting on 
live off-the-air auditions before 
making a decision. 
the TV sponsor wants to get into 
the act with his own production 
assist. They realize that they lost 





with New York solidly entrenched 
as the key TV production center, 
'they’re already asserting them- 
| selves as “showmen.” 

| The agencies don’t like it, but 
'there’s nothing they can do about 





Furthermore, | 


out when the bulk of radio show | 
| production moved to the Coast, but | 


T AGENCIES 





—— +> 


K&E's Turbulent Period Is Saga No. 3 
In Agency Empire Decline and Fall 





The New Hoopers 


May 31 
Lux Radio Theatre... EY 
Walter Winchell....... 18.7 
Diy Frievid’ IFMA@.<. vsce<% 18.3 
ROCHE GCOUGS .. & i.s.0<.vanx 16.8 
SHOE DOBBY)... scccevdes 16.6 
Piper d MOUy : : ciseds ce 16.2 
| en ee ee 14.2 
Meu S4ODG}. 6. Sixseeen en 13.9 
OD TENE Scie case ees 12.9 
Bek, MOONS its Soha ews 12.7 
People Are Funny 12.6 
Crime Photographer 12.4 
SS eS a API 2.3 
Duffy’s Tavern 12.1 
Stop the Music 11.8 





P&G Also Cutting 
Daytime Budget; 
Revamping Sked 


Procter & Gamble, which re- 
cently shaved a cool $1,000,000 off 
its nighttime programming sched- 
ule by cancelling out “Life of 
Riley.” is also retrenching in the 
daytime field. Company has noti- 
fied CBS that it is dropping the 
Addison Smith-packaged ‘What 
Makes You Tick” cross-the-board 
program on July 8. Show will have 
had a year’s ride on the P & G 
bankroll. 

Stanza is heard in the 2:45-3 p.m. 
niche, with John McCaffrey as em- 
cee. It is packaged at $3,000 a 
week and currently pays off with a 


3.6 rating. Program plugs Ivory 
Flakes. 
Cancellation of “Tick” is only 


part of a wholesale revision of 
the daytime P & G schedule, which 
now contemplates dropping of the 
|/ 10:30 to 11 morning segment on 
NBC, where the soap company 
sponsors “Road of Life” and 
“Brighter Day.’ In return, CBS 
will inherit one of these two stan- 
zas for the niche being vacated by 
“Tick.” 

ABC, under the present plan, 
stands to be the big loser, with P & 
|G mulling a switchover of the half- 
hour noontime “Welcome Traveler” 
| program to NBC. 





CANTOR PREPS NEW 


, ‘RADIO ONLY’ FORMAT 


| 
ABC Ready For “Abe Lastfogel and other William 


| Morris agency execs in whipping 


Economy Binge ‘=: 


| ABC is reported set to embark 
‘on an economy spree, designed to 
whittle expenses in the face of pro- 
gram cancellations and increasing 
TV outlays. It’s anticipated that 
the web’s owned - and - operated 
managements will get a thorough 
going-over. Network’s press dept. 
in N.Y. this week suffered a three- 
man lopoff, leaving 
operating with a skeleton crew. 

| The loss of the U. S. Steel ‘“Thea- 
tre Guild of the Air’ to NBC; the 
Philco (Bing Crosby) and Elgin- 
American (Groucho Marx) Wednes- 
day night cancellations; the loss of 
the Procter & Gamble cross-the- 
board “Welcome Traveler’ pro- 
gram on NBC, with its $1,400,000 
annual billings; plus the likelihood 


Earl Mullin | 


Eddie Cantor is huddling with 


up a new type radio format for the 
Meanwhile, the comedian is 
nixing all television until January, 
1950, at the earliest, preferring to 
concentrate on evolving his new 
AM airer. 

It was because Cantor didn’t 
want to do both a radio and video 
show on a weekly basis that he’s 
parting company with his Pabst 
bankroller at the end of the cur- 
rent season. Cantor reports one 
sponsorship nibble already on his 
radio show. 

Cued to the current trend to- 
ward low-budgeted programming, 


+ Saga No. 3 
Thompson and Young & 


Walter 
Rubicam 
Fall of the 
Agency Radio Empire) Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt going through a 
turbulent transitional period 


(matching J 


in the Decline and 


finds 


Ford Motor Co.’s_ cancellation 
last week of the $15,000-budgeted 
CBS “Ford Theatre” leaves K&E 


confronted with the probability of 
going to bat for the °49-'50 broad- 
casting with but a single 
coast-to-coast airer, Borden’s 
“Counts Fair.” On the other 
hand, K&E has one of the major 
stakes in bigtime video production, 
with two top showeases, “Ford Tel- 
evision Theatre” (automotive com- 
pany dropped its AM airer to con- 
centrate on a  $20,000-budgeted, 
once-a-week program), plus the Ed 
Sullivan “Toast of the Town,” 
sponsored by Ford's Lincoln-Mer- 
division. 

In contrast, K&E was riding wide 
and handsome in radio three years 
ago, with billings on network pro- 
gramming in excess of $5,000,000. 
included two Borden shows 
(“County Fair” and the nighttime 
“Arthur’s Place’); three Kellogg 
shows, (Galen Drake, “Superman” 
and “Breakfast in Hollywood”), a 
Hudnut-sponsored nighttime must- 
cal with Jean Sablon, the Detroit 
Symphony, sponsored by Reichhold 
Chemical, plus the top-priced Ford 
programming. 

All have vanished from the K&E 
books except the “County Fair” 
stanza. There’s been an upbeat 
in the agency’s spot business, and 
K&E Coast activity includes a cou- 
ple of Wesson Oil regional shows 
plus Kellogg’s ‘Mother Knows 
Best” Coast-slanted program. 


FCC, San Anton’ Police 
Crack Down on Teenager 
Airing Without Permit 


San Antonio, May 31. 
The first unlicensed local radio 
station to be in operation since the 
war years was closed down by an 
,agent of the FCC with the assist- 
ance of local police. The unlicensed 


‘transmitter had been heard 
‘throughout most of the city at vari- 
ous times during the past four 
months. It had operated from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. each Saturday and 
at sporadic intervals on other days. 
| The station was using the unas- 
' signed call letters KXWW. 

Broadcastson the outlet con- 
| sisted mostly of recorded music, 
interspersed with voice programs, 
When the station ended its career, 
investigators found some commer- 
'cial broadcasts of local outlets 
which had been recorded and were 
| being prepared for airing. 

The outlet was found in the bed- 
room of a 16-year-old boy. Loca- 
‘tion was determined by a series of 
‘tests with a mobile directional 
‘finder, and also power evaluation 
and other technical tests. 


COLGATE BOWS OUT 
OF NBC’S ‘BLONDIE’ 


| NBC is suffering another can- 
cellation reverse. William Esty 
agency, which handles the Super 


season 


cury 


These 











Cantor is reported mulling a for- suds account for Colgate, has in- 


mat to showcase young and prom- 
ising talent, bypassing heavy out- 
lays for top scripters and guest 


stars. 





(of Bristol-Myers moving “Break | 


| the Bank” 
|night ‘“Duffy’s Tavern” 
| NBC, have all contributed toward 
the web’s coin-saving conscious- 
ness, spreading out to all the 


owned-and-operated stations. 





Miles Labs has pacted “Curt gram on NBC, is making arrange-| BALTO’S WBAL KUDO 


Massey Time,” with Martha Til- 
ton, as the summer replacement 
for the Herb Shriner late-after- 
con” cross-the-board show on 


aa eanemnent stanza goes in 


June 


/ments to open a branch in Tel 


| Aviv. 


‘ber of broadcasts 
j activity in Israel. 


H ) 


“Eternal Light” has had a num- | 
on Palestine plugging Baltimore’s “Clean City 
Radio and the AJC’s move-in is| Campaigns,’ WBAL has been ku- 
expected to cue heightened radio | dosed with a special citatfon from 

| Mayor Thomas D. Alesan¢ 0, Jr 


| Baltimore, May 31. 
In recognition of five years of 


. 
r¢ 


24 so2 229 Veeo fis 


into the Wednesday | 
s.ot on) 


Judith Waller to Paris 


Chicago, May 31. 
Judith Waller, NBC 


division public affairs director 


will represent the U. S. at the UN 
Scientific and Cul- 
meeting in 


Educational, 


tural Organization 
Paris June 27 to July 1. 


Object of meeting is to activate - 
an earlier study made of educa- Bank” Al 
foreign as replacement for the exiting 


tional broadcasting in 
countries. 
Racouweereeest er reeeweeeeeneee 


formed the web that the client’s 
“Blondie” show, heard Wednesday 
nights in the 8 to 8:30 segment, is 
| being dropped, along with the time. 
'Show. which has a weekly talent 
nut of $9,500, was inherited by 
|'NBC about a year ago from CBS. 

Cancellation is attributed to a 
sales dip in the soap division of 


central Colgate. Network is trying to wrap 


up a new sponsor and show for the 
time, before officially announcing 
the cancellation. 

Next season will also see & 
change in the 9-9:30 Wednesday 
stretch on NBC, with Bristol-Myers 
scheduled to move its “Break the 
into the period from ABC 


“Duffy's Tavern.” 


or eewnanwe “evo eweoenee reeves 
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Drastic Revamp of FCC to Ease 
Workload Proposed by D.C. Solon 


Washington, May 31. 

A bill to reorganize the Federal 
Communications Commission hori- 
gontally to enable it to cope more 
fully with its workload has been 
introduced into the Senate Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce com- 
mittee by Sen. Ernest W. McFar- 
land (D., Ariz.). The bill also pro- 


vides for an independent legal- 
engineering - accounting review 
staff. divorced from the legal 
division. 


Sen. McFarland told the Senate 
he hopes to get action on the bill 
this session and will call a meet- 
ing of a sub-committee this week 
to pian hearings. He said that the 
bill is confined to organizational 
problems and was in part drafted 
after consultation with the FCC. 


It provides for division of the FCC | 


into panels, both on the commis- 
sion and staff levels. He said he 
has avoided controversial matters 
in his measure “simply because the 
most urgent and pressing problem 
of the Commission today deals with 
its internal oragnization. If legis- 
lative or substantive 
policy are found 
careful committee 
other legislation.” 

He said there is little 
Federal 
badly needed. “It 
he declared, ‘‘that 
can and will consider 
promptly.” 


is my 


Among provisions of the bill is 
one that would empower each com- 
missioner to appoint a legal as- 
Another 
provision would prohibit the secre- 
chief en- 
gineer, the chief accountant, the 
general counsel and the legal as- 
sistants from practicing before the 
FCC within a year after resigning 


sistant at $10,000 a year. 


tary of the FCC, the 


from the Commission. 





matters of 
necessary, it is 
my belief that they must be given 
consideration, 
either in this ,bill or, possibly, in 


doubt 
that procedural amendments to the 
Communications Act aré 
hope,” 
our committee 
this bill 


Jas. D. Shouse, LL.D. 





Cincinnati, May 31. 

James D. Shouse, president of 
the Crosley Broadcasting Corp., 
will be honored with a Doctor of 
Laws degree by the University of 
Kentucky at the 82d graduation 
exercises Friday night in Lexing- 
ton, when vice president Alben 
Barkley delivers the commence- 
ment address. 





Fla. Station Claiming | 


Hurricane ‘Act of God’ 
In Plea on Violations 


Washington, May 31. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission was asked last week 
to recognize acts of God as having 
caused a radio station in Holly- 
wood, Fla., to violate its engineer- 
ing regulations. A petition filed 
by station WINZ requested that 
the Commission set aside a revoca- 
tion order issued for non-compli- 
ance of technical requirements and 
declared that damages caused by 
hurricane and flood had been in 
large part responsible. 

The station said a violent hurri- 
cane last September knocked down 


one of its towers and a second hur- 
ricane, a few weeks later, knocked 
down two more. Then, after the 
hurricanes subsided, it related, the 
area was inundated by flood waters 
which surrounded its transmitter 
and antenna site, and the construc- 


| show 


tion company refused to go ahead 


with the pre-flood contract. 

As a result, said WINZ, it was 
forced to make temporary repairs 
which later failed to pass FCC in- 


The panel provisions would 
divide the FCC into two groups of 
three members each, one of which 
would be devoted to AM and TV 


spection. The station claimed it 
has spent over $18,000 to repair 
the hurricane damages and that it 
is now operating in conformity 


and the other handling common : . 
carrier operations The staffs with FCC standards. Other infrac- 
would be reorganized into three | ions prior to the hurricanes, it ad- 


each with | vised, have been corrected. 


trie i Shae 
integrated divisions, The station, owned by Jonas 


legal, engineering’ and accounting | . ; , 
personnel to function on the basis | be ee has its . h Mute os the 
of principal workload operations, | #°llywood Beach hotel | and an 
The Senator pointed out that his, auxiliary studio in Miami Beach. 
nage is the product of several | 
years of work by himself and other | Yj 
members of his committee. Hear- WJLB, DETROIT, BACK 
ings were held on some of the 
provisions in previous years and 
other sections have been proposed + 
jd the Commission from time to 
me. 





Detroit, May 31. 
Foreign language broadcasts will 
return to WJLB after a lapse of 
13 months, it was announced Sat- 
urday (28) by John L. Booth, presi- 





Station Managers In 
Beef Over Cuffo Time Decision was made following a pri- 
For Potential Sponsors ‘**° *¥ey, showing there is a 


large foreign speaking population 

Growing trend of potential spon- in need of radio service in their 
gors looking for cuffo time is be- own tongue, Booth said. 
ing hit by stations which have re- He pointed out that the Detroit 
ceived a letter from the Mutual area is rated as the third largest 
Life Insurance Co. of N. Y. Insur- foreign language market in the 
ance outfit is offering a series of U. S. WJLB is the only Detroit 
14 quarter-hour disks on health area station carrying foreign lan- 
resented as ‘an eduactional pub- | guage programs. 

¢ service.” Polish, Italian, Jewish, German, 

Attitude of stations is that com- Greek and Lithuanian will start the 
mercial outfits should pay for the parade of bilingual programs, 
time. They point to the precedent 
of Metropolitan Life 


Insurance ¢é , 
Co., which sponsors a newscast and Ignorant May Go Off 
uses its commercials for the same | ’ 
kind of public health pitch. AM When TV er Preems 
Program director of one N. Y.| 

indie squawked: “We were non _ Fate of the Tom Howard CBS 
plussed to receive this letter when radio package It Pays to Be 
we have on the air an insurance /&norant,” currently heard Sunday 
company which is paying good nights, is up in the air, with like- 
money for the time. As long as an| /#hood that the network will drop 
outfit is a commercial organization, t in favor of its video version, 
we feel it has no right to expect which is slated for a June 5 preem. 
free time. We would. of course. Under the old contract CBS had 
be willing to have them buy time ing fg ed ae hae 
for this program or et eee Seer ee ee 

prog a the web regarded it as stiff coin. 


ments.” 2 
New contracts have been worked 


‘ out on alternate basis, depending 
KEP0’s 3456 Stock Sale 


on whether it goes TV solo or gets 
El Paso, Tex., May 31. 


a continued AM pickup as well. 
Approval has been given by the | KFYO Ups Thompson 
FCC to H. J. Griffith, sole owner of | Lubbock, Tex., May 31. 

KEPO for the assignment of the 

outlet to a new group in which he 
will retain 52.25% interest in the 
outlet. Price was said to be $345,- 
000. 

New members include Kenyon 
Brown and others now associated 
with Griffith in the operation of 
KWFT, Wichita Falls. 














eral manager for KFYO here has 
been appointed the outlet’s general 
manager in an announcement made 
by O. L. Taylor, general manager. 

Thompson replaces DeWitt 
Landis, who goes to KICA, Clovis, 


‘stock interest. 


N. M. in which he has a substantial , 


dent of Booth Radio Stations, Inc.. 


week for | 


| 
| 


Gordon Thompson, assistant gen-— 
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CLAYTON BRAC 
KLZ Writer-Producer 
The Sunday a.m. “‘Funny Paper” 
which he scripts packs the 
KLZ studio with kids and grown- 
ups every week. In addition, Brace 
is producer for other top-notch pro- 


grams heard on KLZ. 
KLZ, Denver. 











Educational Aspects Of 
Radio to Be Studied At 
Chicago Institute Meet 


Chicago, May 31. 
The Rockefeller Foundation and 
the U. of Illinois will hold a two- 
week international Institute of 
Communications Art here, June 
27-July 9. Taking part in the 
seminar on education by radio 
will be Charles Siepmann, com- 
munications head of New York U.; 
Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld, head of Co- 
lumbia U.’s Bureau of Applied 
Social Research; Lyman Bryson, 
CBS public affairs director; Sey- 
mour Siegel, New York City’s 


radio director, and other Ameri- | 


can, Canadian and European edu- 
cators and broadcasters. 

Attendance at the sessions is by 
invitation only. 
cover questions of public service 
radio, mass-education goals of 
radio, and non-commercial broad- 
casting. The invitation declares 
that the next few years will be 
critical ones for educational radio 
because the medium, under the 
impact of television, is more sus- 
ceptible to new ideas. 


14 Stations Join Texas 





Pub. Service Co. Network 


Amarillo, Tex., May 31. 


A new web comprising 14 outlets | 
|in three southwest states to be 


TO BILINGUAL FORMAT 


known as “Your Public Service Co. 
Network” has been launched to 
handle a new series of programs to 
originate here starting June 5 from 
KGNC. 

Programs will be sponsored by 
the Southwestern Public Service 
Co., with headquarters here and 
will be fed to outlets in Texas, Ok- 
lahoma and New Mexico. Air- 
ings are the transcribed program 
“Hymns of the World” and feature 
John Charles Thomas and _ the 
Kings Men. 

Monte Rosenwald of the South- 
west Advertising Agency will an- 
nounce the airings and the com- 
mercials which will be done “live” 
from the KGNC studios. 

Stations to air the series include 
KGNC, here; KHUZ, Borger: 
KXIT, Dalhart; KDDD, Dumas; 
KF YO, Lubbock; KPND, Pampa; 
KPAN, Hereford; KVOP, Plain- 
view and KVOW, Littlefield, in 


| Texas. KICA, Clovis; KGFL, Ros- 
well; KSVP, Artesia and KAVE, 


Carlsbad, N. M. and KGYN, Guy- 
man, Okla. 








The ‘Habit’ Factor 


Eyebrow-lifter to the trade 
is what has been happening 
to Horace Heidt since his 
switchback to the 10:30 Sun- 
day night period on NBC. Back 


in the days when NBC was 
still riding high the Jack 
Benny-Amos ’n’ Andy-Edgar 
Bergen-Fred Allen. parlay, 


Heidt was knocking off 14, 15 
and 16 Hoopers, 

After the Sunday at 7 (as 
successor to Benny) debacle, 
it was hoped Heidt would re- 
gain lost ground by moving 
him back to 10:30. But the 
Hoopers would indicate that * 
the “habit” factor is gone. In 
place of the average 14 Hoo- 
per, Heidt’s only snaring a 7 
average. The new Hooper gives 
him a 106, but that represents 
a 5.4 hike over the previous 
tally. 


se 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Arthur Godfrey did his May 27 broadcast aboard the U. S. Navy giant 





The institute will | 


transport, the Constitution....‘“America’s Town Meeting” marked its 
| 14th birthday yesterday (Tues.) with press-cocktail party... Arthur 
| Hull Hayes, CBS ’Frisco v.p., in town for visit last week ...Mariners 


| 


| Quartet has signed contract to record exclusively for Columbia 
Dick Kollmar to fly to Italy in June Gladys Bunim, of CBS engi- 
neering dept., wed David Schreiber, Drake-Nassau Corp. exec, Friday 
| (27) Adolph Menjous breaking in their 12-year-old son, Peter, as a 
thesper on WOR’s “Meet the Menjous” Bert Andrews, kudosed with 
| the Cliff Allston Award of Merit, guests on Johnny Kane’s WEVD show, 
June 11 Alun Williams’ “Fisherman’s Guide” on WMCA has hooked 
eight new participating sponsors. The cross-the-board early morning 
airer is sponsored by Fairbanks-Morse Diesel Engines and a number 
of fishing boats, restaurants and tackle suppliers. Tom Delaney is the 
indie’s account exec. 
Lilian Okun, writer-producer of AM and TV children’s and women’s 
stanzas, planes Saturday (4) for England, where she will look over BBC 
studios. ...Stan Lomax celebrating his 15th anni on the air with guest. 
ers on other WOR programs Leonard Reeg, who has been acting as 
ABC’s eastern program manager, has been appointed to the post per. 
manently Julian Funt will take over the scripting chores on Procter 
| & Gamble’s “Young Dr. Malone” June 27, vice David Driscoll Harry 
| Maizlish, general manager of Warners’ KFWB on the Coast, due in 
Gotham this weekend on station biz....George Petrie returns from 
Europe this week, where he made the film “Swiss Tour,” to play the 
lead for the second consecutive year on CBS’ “Call the Police,’ which 
debuts Sunday (5) replacing Amos ’n’ Andy. Thesper Patty Pope, who 
is Mrs. Petrie, accompanied her husband Alan MacAteer new to 
“Young Widder Brown” cast Jim Goss and Fred Barron have joined 
“Front Page Farrell” players... .““Lora Lawton” today (Wed.) starts its 
seventh year on the air. Program was originated and is produced by 
Frank and Anne Hummert “It’s Your Life,” award-winning health 
series sponsored by Johnson & Johnson in Chicago, will be heard over 
WNYC. Arrangements are being made for airing the program on the 
municipal station with commercials deleted Grace Johnsen, ABC 
continuity acceptance manager, attending week-long Advertising Fed- 
eration of America confab in Houston....James Roosevelt, currently 
doing a weekly gab stanza for ABC, left for Europe Friday (27). While 
overseas he’ll transcribe the Sunday newscasts Ray Heatherton will 
replace John Gambling on the latter’s 6-7 a.m. program while the vet- 
eran WOR emcee makes a three-week tour of England. His 7:15-8 a.m. 
stint will be handled by Joe Bier. 

Mari Yanofsky, radio writer, on 10-week tour of Europe. Will visit 
| France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, England and Switzerland collecting 
material for U. S. radio and television via special wire recorder. 
Bob Woods, manager of WOR Newsroom, back from a two-week 
vacation on his Virginia farm Robert A. Arthur and David Kogan 
have a new whodunit series, “Murder By Experts,” preeming on WOR 
June 18 NBC’s Bob Trout awarded a medal by the National Head- 
liners club for his all-night reporting of the 1948 Presidential election 
| ....Don Hamilton, assistant program director of WOR, off on month’s 
tour of Europe Varian Fry, prez of Cinemart, injured in fall off 
bicycle WMGM’s John J. Anthony has waxed his ‘10 Command- 
ments of Wedded Bliss” in time for June weddings Dick DeFreitas, 
WMGM announcer, in Stamford hospital for three weeks, following an 
operation....Consuelo Lembke into a running part on the recorded 
serial, ‘“Linda’s First Love.” 

Joe Bailey of the Louis Cowan office transferring to the Gray Ad- 
vertising Agency. 

Procter & Gamble has renewed its contracts for the Lowell Thomas, 
Beulah and Jack Smith cross-the-board back-to-back stanzas on CBS 
for 52 weeks, beginning June 27. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


| Frank Samuels, who moved in as western division manager for ABC 
_when Don Searle moved out, now sports the title pf veepee. His former 
| sales job goes to Bob Laws, one time sales production manager for the 
network in San Francisco... Sid Strotz hustled east for talks with 
Niles Trammell on the big giveaway that will slug it out with Jack 
Benny next fall. July 10 takeoff date is now official, but size of the 
pot and emcee are still indefinite ... Ralph Edwards was relieved of a 
delicate problem last Tuesday by the widow of a war vet on “This Is 
Your Life,” killed in an auto accident between taping and broadcast 
time. She asked that his voice be carried on the airing... . “Suspense” 
will be Ampexed for the first time on June 2 broadcast so that Joan 
Crawford won't be jittered by a studio audience, which is why she 
isn’t on radio more often Roy Rogers, Dale Evans, George “Gabby” 
Hayes and Art Rush east for commercial tieups in connection with their 

Quaker Oats show, which is firmly committed through December 
Carlton Morse may sell “One Man’s Family” in five 15’s for matinee 
time if the right deal comes along. Night time price for half-hour show 
was $7,500... Art Marquette passed a few hours in town on way back 
to New York from Frisco... . Bob Hawk is moving here in the fall.... 
Michael Chapin, 12, is the busiest moppet in town and bicycles among 
radio, pictures and television, the only triple-threater among the juves 
-.+."“Meet Miss Julia,” a matinee favorite before the war, is being 
revived by Don Daviss with Phyllis Parker pounding out the scripts 
.. John Hamm of Biow says of television: ‘We should have quit when 
we were even” (referring, of course, to radio) ...Lynn Castile, onetime 
Broadway stage actress, is landing the town’s top names for her KHJ 
stripper, “Lynn Looks at Hollywood”... Ben Alexander has another 
audience pickup show coming up called “The Perfect Husband”... 
Garry Moore will be tested next month for simuleasting so Eversharp 
can get “Take It Or Leave It” on the tele screens next season... . ABC 
is up to there in auditions to fill the summer gaps. Donald O’Connor, 
Barbara Eiler and Sam Edwards will be in two of the situash comedy 
Te e Mildred Fenton in town to visit her ailing mother Sid 
= took over Dick Fishell’s sports commentary strip on KFWB. ...- 
ay Singer and Dick Chevillat may have four of their Faye-Harris 
scripts taped this summer so, if it works out, they can take time out 
in season if that stale feeling creeps over them... . Frank Mullen goes 
cera car = ye = Dick Richards stations. ...Gail Smith, = 
ime show : ; ; > seasona 

waehune-of the fem’ ~ nelly Procter & Gamble, around for seas 





. 


IN CHICAGO... 


. WGN to air a special documentary June 3 on 400th anni of Book of 
Bre cP Medinah temple with special feature team of writer Francis 
oughlin, producer Ed Kahn and narrator John Mallow... Film actor 
James Edwards guested by WBBM’s Jehn McCormick KING station 
manager Hugh Feltis in town from Seattle, and hosted by the Walker 
_ station reps at press party... .Mary Afflick, producer of “Tom Mix 
or Gardner agency, has shifted her office to midwest Mutual after 
a with WGN moguls.... ABC veepee John Norton to New York 
sd conference ...Cowboy singer Dave Denney signed with WLS for 
ational Barn Dance appearances ...WIND promotion head Jimmie 


Spanos bowing out of Chi radio for an agency spot in Gotham..-- 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Eversharp Scrap Blunic’ 


li’s anticipated that the ouster 


of radio-conscious Martin L. 


Straus, 2d, as chairman of the board of Eversharp, which cre ated 


a flareup at last week’s annual stockholder meeting, 


will have its 


repercussions in terms of the company’s radio a Par- 


ticularly hanging in the balance 
Leave It” show. 
Of perhaps equal significance 


is the Sunday night “Take It Or 


is the fact that Frank Folsom, 


president of RCA, has also exited the Eversharp board of directors. 


A couple of months back, when Milton Biow, 


the Eversharp biz, made a pitch 


to climb aboard the Columbia bandwagon in 


whose agency handles 
‘Take It” over to CBS 
the web’s Sabbath 


to move 


night program ascendancy, it was Folsom who put up an argument 


in favor of the show’s retention on NBC, 


with Folsom on the decision. 


with Straus going along 


With both Straus and Folsom out of the Eversharp picture, how- 


ever, 


the way is seen clear for Biow to fulfill his plan. 
topper ’s original blueprint encompassed a switchover of both ‘”’ 


(Agency 
lake 


it’ and Philip Morris’ Horace Heidt program, both bracketed back- 


to back.) 








Mail Reaction Influences 15%, Of 
Changes in Coml's, wattle Formats 





By BERT BRILLER + 

During 1948 listeners penned 
more than 70,000,000 pieces of Kraft Plans Indef But 
mail to the .petworks, stations, ‘ 
stars and programs on the air. Daytime Show Favored 
That's the estimate of Bernard alii cakes fines inet wien 
O'Donnell, head of Radioland, the _,.s'fts plans for next season are 
letter-answering service that still nebulous ‘company has can- 
handles such shows as “20 Ques-|C@lled Al Jolson’s Thursday night 
tions.” “Juvenile Jury,” “Stop the Music Hall” stanza), but indica- 
Music” (AM and TV), “Charade “0nS are that the NBC nighttime 
Quiz.” “Life Begins at 80” and period will be dropped in favor 
“Small Fry.” of a daytime show. NBC appears 


“People in the industry,” asserts 
O'Donnell, “used to think that 
anyone who wrote in was nuts. But 


now the importance of mail is 
taken as a foregone conclusion; 
also the value of answering it 
properly. Radio personalities also 
agree that it pays off to make 
friends with the folks.” 

O'Donnell has come up with 


some revealing data. For example 
the 70,000 letters he has received 
on the televersion of “Stop the | 
Music” represents the biggest file 
of set-owners’ names in the coun- 


try. The 5,000,000 letters O’Don- | 
nell receives and answers every | 
year contain valuable info about 


listening preferences and peeves. 

Mail must be eyed carefully, be- 
cause beefs are frequently buried. 
But the scrutiny is worthwhile, 
O'Donnell adds, because 15% of 
the missives are influential in 
changing commercials or program 
format. For example, analysis of 
mailbags dispatched to “20 Ques- 

(Continued on page 40) 





Chesterfield Buys — 


Como Musical 


Chesterfield has bought Thurs- 
day night at 10 on NBC for a half- 
hour Perry Como musical show. 
Which means that the ciggie com- 
pany plans to drop its five-nights-a- 
week 7 o'clock NBC program on 
which Peggy Lee and Jo Stafford 
alternate as costars. Chesterfield 
Will also showease Como in a once- 
weekly television show on NBC. | 


Present occupant of Thursday | 
at 10 is Camel’s “Screen Guild 
Players.” but Camel has yet to of- | 


ficial], relinquish the time, creat- | 
ing something of a poser. | 
Chesterfield’s °49-50 network | 
Spread now reads as follows: Bing | 
Crosby on CBS: Arthur Godfrey’s | 
morning stanza on CBS, plus hour- 
long TV Wednesday night pro- 
gram; Perry Como’s half-hour NBC | 


radio show, and the Como video 
Slanza. 


Zenith’s 3506 FM Plug 


‘ Chicago, May 31. | 
Zenith Radio has appropriated 
$350,000 for promoting its newest 
"M receiver, the “Major” (named | 
for FM inventor Maj. Edwin H. 
Armstrong). National magazines | 
Will get $100,000, and the balance | 
Will be used in newspaper co-op 
Space. 
Set retails for 








$39.95, and ac-, 
cording to H. C. Bonfiz, Zenith 
Mca is 10 times more sensitive | 
'an the average of 16 competing | 
Seis tested by Zenith engineers. 


| licensed 


to have the edge on the new pro- 
gram time. 

Kraft is still trying to determine 
whether a woman’s commentary 
session, a cross-the-board serial or 
some other type show would best 
suit the ones techie 


New Mex Standoff 


Arises in Getting 
WJZ Off the KOB 


Washington. May 31. 

ABC's battle to get KOB. Albu- 
querque, off the 770 ke channel of 
WJZ. New York, gets more com- 
plicated every day. Recently, the 
web told the FCC it should require 
the New Mexico outlet to move up 
to 1030 ke, where it was originally 
Last week, the web ob- 
jected to allowing KGA, Spokane, 
to stay on 1039 ke, where it wants 
KOB to shift. In the meantime, 
the Commission just went ahead 
and gave KOB another’ three- 
month extension to use 770 

FCC has been telling broad- 
casters for some time that the 
question of the ultimate use of 
1030 and 770 will be determined 
when the clear channel decision is 
made, supposedly at the forthcom- 





ing North American’ Regional 
Broadcasting Agreement negotia- 
tions in September in Canada. 


Permission to other than the domi- 
nant stations, WBZ. Boston and 


(Continued on page 40) 


WEBS | 
AME PR 


Radio and tele are being hit by 
a critical housing shortage in N. Y.. 
with the lack of studio facilities 
forcing some rehearsals and audi- 
tions into the early hours of the 
morning and occasionally requiring 
one web to borrow a theatre from 
another. Most severely affected at 
the moment are NBC and CBS, 
with DuMont and WPIX, N. \ 
also cramped ABC and WOR. 
N. Y., which have a joint TV centre 
on West 66th street, are feeling the 
pinch to a lesser degree 

Typical of the problem is NBC- 
TV. One year ago the net had only 
two TV studios—3H and 8G in 
Radio City. When the video boom 
really got under way the web had 
to take over studio 6B for the Mil- 
ton Berle show and acquired the 
RKO-Pathe studio at Park ave. and 
106th street for dramatic stanzas. 
In the fall of ’48, the tele net had to 
use two more AM_ studios part- 
time, 3B for the “Arrow Show” and 
6D for the “Gulf Road Show.” 
Then the ‘Admiral Broadway Re- 
vue” came along and NBC took 
over the International theatre on 
Columbus Circle on a three-year 
lease. 

Today NBC’s studios are again 
bursting at the seams. The Pathe 
building is being used for almost 
all daytime shows, with the cam- 
eras shifting from one set to the 
next stanza’s layout. Situation is so 
tight that cameras and equipment 
from Thursday evening shows are 
moved during the night and set up 
in the International to be ready for 
rehearsal Friday morning. In some 
cases, mobile equipment has to be 
used during rehearsals. All the 
moving of scenery, cameras and 
lights costs heavily in time and 
money. 

One answer to the space dilem- 
ma is building up other cities as 
production centres to feed the 
webs. NBC reportedly axed its Chi 
AM staff heavily in order to invest 
the coin saved in increased video 
output. CBS-TV program chief 
Charles Underhill has been looking 
over WBKB, the web’s new Windy 
City affiliate, it is believed, to de- 
termine what shows can be origin- 
ated there. J. L. Van Volkenburg, 
CBS-TV v.p., is reported on a sim- 
ilar scouting mission at KTTY, Los 
Angeles. 

Hinterland to Rescue? 

Chi will become increasingly im- 
portant, it is reasoned, because pro- 
duction costs are lower and recent 
cutbacks in AM originations free 
studios for video use. In addition, 


Nt 





wn 


toppers who have made_ swings 
around the country lately report 
that the hinterlands are griping 


that their “mary good shows are 
being overlooked and that if they 
came from New York they would 
be picked up.’ ABC is originating 
many of its AM series from Chi 
and Detroit, particularly its kid 
strips, to free more space for vid- 
casts. 
Another solution offered is 
(Continued on page 40) 
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FCC Nixes Yankee Network Bid 


To Dispose of WAAB, WMTW 





‘Superman’ Mulled For 
TV on Eve of MBS Fade 


Robert Maxwell's “Superman” 
is scheduled to go off the Mutual 
roster in the near future. Show 
has been carried as a_sustainer 
this season 

Present thinking is to drop 
“Superman” as an AM airer and 
pattern it for TV presentation in 
the fall However, Maxwell is 
confronted with the poser of find- 
ing someone for the lead role who 
will emerge as a believable Super- 
man It’s possible that Maxwell 
may come up with an animated 
character along lines of Para- 
mount’s “Superman” cartoon se- 
ries. 


Big Guns Fire 


Ad Salvo, Giving 
Radio New Heart 


There is 
and tele 
promotion 
paigns of 
ducted by 


good news for radio 
in a survey of the sales 
and advertising cam- 
190 big companies con- 
the National Industrial 
Conference Board. The study, to 
be released tomorrow (Thurs.), 
reports widespread intensification 
of sales, ad and promotion efforts 
in anticipation of keener competi- 
tion and return of the buyers’ 
market. 
All but a very few outfits said 
that their ad budgets for °'49 will 
be “the same or higher” than in 
"48. One-third of the businesses 
declared they are upping their 
sales and ad expenditures—some 
as much as 30%-50° higher than 
last year. An increased interest 
in new media is being shown, with 
the larger firms giving greater at- 
tention to TY. 
Increased coin put into adver- 
tising, it’s reported, is based on 
(Continued on page 40) 


‘Light’ Dims for Ist Time 
In 5 Years This Summer 


“Eternal Light.” the Jewish 
Theological Seminary-sponsored 
Sunday airer on NBC, is going off 
this summer for the first time in 
five years. During the 10-week lay- 
off period, the Seminary is putting 





on a_ low-budgeted discussion 
stanza. Average weekly tab for 
“Eternal Light” has been $1,000, 


even-though NBC has been furnish- 
ing the time, director and orches- 
tra. 

In the fall “Light” 
also emerge as a television stanza 
on NBC, using the same dramatic 
format. 











Lux Still in Vanguard in Nielsen's Top 20 


(April 17-23) 
—Current Rating— a 

ri Homes oints 
ry —- Program (000) % Change 
} i Lux Radio Theatre ......... 11,061 29.4 —2.0 
2 3 Godfrey’s Talent Scouts..............- 8,578 22.8 —1.7 
3 6 Fibber and Molly verre rT re Tee 7 788 20.7 +0.1 
4 4 My Friend Irma ...........2+--esee-:: 7,562 20.1 “se 
5 | Walter WiCHOl) 6.6.06 ei ced etecowees 74:2 19.7 —1.2 
6 2 ee ee ee oie ee 7,299 19.4 —5.2 
7 14 Bob HOpe ......cccsccsecccvvevccosess 6.923 18.4 +0.6 
8 7 ee ere rr er or rs ee ee re 6.7 735 17.9 —2.4 
) 8 eee oe a eee. ee 6,509 17.3 —1.7 
10 13 Mystery Theatre See ne eee 6,509 17.3 —0.7 
1] 11 FBI in Peace GG War... 2.0 s.ceccseevns 6.596 17.0 —1.1 
12 16 Inner Sanctum 6.396 17.0 —0.7 
13 12 Mr. and Mrs. North...... scccccsesess 6,521 16.8 —1.2 
14 15 Crime Photographer ...........+.-.-- 6,283 16.7 —1.0 
15 10 Mr. District Attormey .... ..cccccssoeess 6.133 16.3 —2.3 
16 17 Sam Spade .... 22... cccocvvccesesess 5,661 15.1 —2.4 
17 21 People Are Funny .........+-++-eee0+5: 5,643 15.0 —1.3 
i8 9 Ra SE BM in e:9.05 ines, HOE COLE Oe Hg 5,643 15.0 —3.9 
19 24 Deere in bene-<a J 5,643 15.0 —0.9 
20 30 This Is Your FBI .. .. 0006 cocccecesQoee. O08 14.6 —0.5 


will probably that a group of clergy 


—————~¢ 


Washington, 

The Federal Communications 

Commission last week turned 
thumbs down on a request by Yan- 
kee Network to sell two of 
tions under a lease arrangement 
by which it would share in the 
profits. The web had applied for 
permission to transfer WAAB 
Worceste1 Mass., and WMTW 
Portland, Me... to Radio Enter- 
Inc., in consideration for 
-vear rental agreement plus 
the gross billings in ex- 
$12,000 per four-week 

during the term of the 


May 31 


its sta- 


prises, 
a five 
25° of 
cess” of 
period 
lease 
In denying the transfer the 
Commission concluded that the 
provision for sharing in the profits 
constituted a right to participate 
in the business of the stations and 
“offers the opportunity to per- 
suade. coerce or control the lessee 
in such a manner as to be inimical 
to the public interest 
Pointing out that Yankee will 
a loss on a deal unless it 
hares in the profits of the lessee, 


the Commission said “The tempta- 
tion to minimize the loss may be 
compelling at some time during 
the term of the lease, especially if 
there are no gross profits for sev- 
eral years. The methods of exert- 
ing control may be so subtle and 


difficult of proof that the Commis- 
sion is unwilling to approve a 
transfer by lease agreement with 
a consideration the size of which 
is dependent upon the future 
operation of the facilities by the 
licensee.” 
The Commission 
(Continued on page 40) 


Sex Angle Socks 
Chi ‘Life’ Show 


Chicago, May 31 

Last-minute sponsorship of “It’s 
Your Life’ by WMAQ station offi- 
cials kayoed the show. 

Producer Ben Park's plan to pre- 
sent a frank discussion of sex edu- 
cation May 22 and 29 for children 
was given the heave-ho pending 
deletion from the script of “objec- 
tionable words.” 

Prize-winning series had previ- 
ously covered such realistic health 
and medical issues as blue baby op- 
erations, juvenile delinquency, 


revealed that 


heart disease, cancer and venereal 
disease 
NBC veepee [L. E. Showerrnan 


told Variety that the reason for 


“postponement” of the program 
was it wasn’t ready for presenta- 
tion. However, Park is known to 


be browned off at the deal, which 
forced him to substitute another 
program three days before the air- 
ing. 

Gag aspect of the censoring: is 
had pre- 
viewed the show and okayed it 
with enthusiasm as “a good thing 
for kids.” Not only that, but same 
idea when previously aired on “It’s 
Your Life” drew a_ three-to-one 
favorable response from listeners. 


Negotiations Stave Off 
WOR Technician Strike 


Threat of a walkout by technical 
personnel at WOR, N. Y., evapo- 
rated this week as the National 
Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 
Technicians agreed to continue ne- 
gotiations with station execs for a 
new pact covering about 100 em- 
ployees. NABET spokesman de- 
clared that as long as Bernard 
Forman, of the Federal Mediation 
and Conciliation Service, kept the 
discussions rolling, the union would 
not resort to strike action. 

Dispute centers around NABET’s 
demand for a wage hike for WOR’s 
engineers and sound effects men. 
It’s understood the union is asking 
for a 10 to 15% boost, tightened 
seniority and security provisions 
and severance pay. Negotiations 
are continuing this week. 
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Fcc Revives’ Question of Color 
While Being Bearish on Freeze Lift: 


Washington, May 31. + 
No Ill. Auto TV 


Surprise inclusion of color in 
last week’s policy statement by the 
Federal Communications Commis- | Springfield, Ill, May 31. 
Legislature here put the kibosh | 
on television sets for Illinois driv- | 


gion on procedure for lifting the | 
television freeze was regarded in 
any arter: ore as one of the 3 : ; 
many quarters he ers by slapping down a bill which | 
would permit installation of sets | 
in autos where drivers could view 








smartest things the agency has 
done in a long time. Coupled with 


equal accent on opening of the rove 
UHF band, the statement won ee : 
friends and silenced critics. And Sprinkling of House members 


buried in the news was the last | downed the measure 100—0. 
aragraph admission by the FCC 

dat the freeze won’t end until “late 

fall” (which might be early winter). 
In serving notice that it proposes 


ear ae ABC Evolves Film 





BILL HARRINGTON 





} * 
sin Pattern for Video 
Time-Table on Freeze Lift a e I 

ABC-TV is using films in in- 
tegrated series rather than the hap- 
hazard skedding that obtains on 
many video stations. According to 
ithe plan evolved by Nat Fowler, 
| the web’s film director, a half-hour 
|on Monday is devoted to travel pix, 
a half-hour on Tuesday is given 
lover to comedy followed by 30 
|minutes of features on art. A slot 
on Wednesday is set aside for docu- 
mentaries and another period on 
Thursday for sports, while a Sun- 
day evening program uses only re- 
ligious films. 

Fowler believes that hit-or-miss 


Washington, May 31. 

Here is an approximate time- 
table on FCC plans for lifting 
the television freeze, as indi- 
cated by its policy statement 
last week: 

July 8 — Issuance of pro- 
posed allocations covering use 
of present and ultra-high fre- 
quency band. 

Aug. 9—Deadline for filing 
comments or alternative pro- 
posals. 

Aug. 22—Hearings begin to 
receive testimony on alloca- 
tions and consider proposals 


on color. film programs hurt both video and 
Sept. 5—Oral arguments on films. On the other hand, planned 
game. \skedding attracts _viewers an d 
“Late fall’—Final decision | forms regular viewing habits. All 


| product is bought as part of 13- 
week cycles and the distribs guar- 
am antee exclusivity in New York dur- 
allocations by opening up the ultra- | ing that period. Fowler also han- 
high frequency band and that it dles purchases for the web’s 
will license color if the industry | owned-and-operated outlets in Chi, 
ean make it work on six mega- | Detroit and San Francisco, which 
eycles and “ordinary” receivers, the | results in lowered costs. 
Commission struck pay-dirt in at At present the film manager is 
least one important area—Con-| lining up a series of 13 silent pix, 
ress. Chairman Johnson of the featuring Gloria Swanson, Clara 
sal Committee on Interstate | Bow and other pre-sound stars. A 
nd Foreign Commerce, who'|similar program last year, with a 
ambasted the agency not long ago |transcribed musical background, 


(end of freeze). 








for restricting competition in tele- | proved highly successful, Fowler | 


(Continued on page 42) | Says. 


Lyiiht gona daveuat paste Wiese. 
ABC Signs Ken Murray On Friday (3) WJZ-TV will screen 
For ‘Blackouts’ on TY; 
Also ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 





ithe lead role. The all-Negro pic 
is being shown, Fowler explains, 
because of the current interest in 
fight films and as a hypo for inter- 
racial understanding. 


DODGE DEALERS BACK 
ST. LOO 30-GAME SKED 


St. Louis, May 31. 

The local Dodge Dealers are 
bankrolling a sked of 30 televised 
Cardinals baseball games played 
at Sportsmans Park and broadcast 
by KSD-TV. Both day and night 
games are broadcast with J. Roy 
Stockton, sports editor of the Post- 
Dispatch, owner of the station, and 
Harold Grams, a KSD gabber, do- 
ing the play-by-play and other 
stuff. 

Even with baseball video a cuffo 
service at taverns, etc., the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers, with Jackie Robin- 
son and Roy Campanella on the 
roster, have proved to be one of 
the best drawing cards of the sea- 
son. 


|“The Spirit of Youth,” with retired 


Charles (Bud) Barry, ABC’s TV. 
v.p., has wrapped up the video) 
rights to two properties, Ken Mur- | 
ray’s “Blackouts” and “Sherlock. 
Holmes,” for the web. Ken Murray 
atanza will be an hour presentation 
and the Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
whodunit series will be a 30-minute 
atanza. 

Deal for “Blackouts” was signed | 
directly with Murray and his part- 
ner, Dave Segal. The show, which 
has been at Hollywood’s El Capitan 
theatre since June, 1942, is now 
setting a road tour for the fall. 
TV series will originate from one 
of ABC’s theatres in New Yorx. 
The televersion will use current 
and old “Blackouts” material, plus 
new variety sketches. Meantime 
Murray is bringing his vaude-revue 
into the Ziegfield theatre for a 
N. Y. run. 

Rights for “Sherlock” were se- 
eured through the William Morris 
office and Bill Fitelson, represent- 
ing the estate of the late Sir. 





| heavyweight champ Joe Louis in. 


Singing star “Your Hit Parade” 

| for Lucky Strike cigarettes starting 

| June 4th on NBC Coast to Coast. 

Vocalian Recording Artist 
(Subsidiary of Decca) 
Exclusive Management 

DOUG STORER 
RKO Building, New York 20 


Industry Wary 
On Effect Of 
UHF, Color 


Television set manufacturers 
and retailers, riding the crest of 
a sales boom created by steadily 
declining prices and the current 
baseball season, are extremely 
wary of the effect on set sales that 
last week’s FCC statement on a 
potential opening of the ultra- 
high frequencies might have. Com- 
mission’s move to open new chan- 
nels for possible color TV, mean- 
while, found industry officials as 
;}much at odds on the question as 
they were during the so-called 
color fight in 1947. 
| Roundup of the top N. Y. retail 
‘outlets revealed no_ indications 
thus far of a slump in sales. Mer- 
chandisers are pessimistic, none- 














theless, declaring it is still too 
‘early to tell. Their chief concern 
is the wide coverage given the 


FCC announcement in last week's 
consumer press. Even though all 
newspapers’ played’ the _ story 
| straight, averring the announce- 
ment indicated present channels 


| would not be disturbed, retailers | 


/recalled the recent fracas aroused 
| by Zenith Radio ads regarding the 
ultra-high frequencies. They 
_voiced the fear, consequently, the 
/public might become confused to 
a point where they would fear buy- 
ing sets. 

On the color question, CBS, 
which led the fight for trichro- 
matic video two years ago and 
would thus expectedly be most in- 
volved in the new proceedings, 
declined to state what stand it 
would take in the upcoming hear- 
ings. It is understood, though, 
that CBS has considerably refined 
its color system, which is. still 
based on the sequential or “me- 
chanical principle, and also might 
be able to prove it could transmit 
color that could be picked up, as 
che FCC requires, “on the ordinary 


(Continued on page 42) 





Arthur. No plans for format and 





scheduling will be set until a 
bankroller picks up the tab. It is 
being speculated, however, that 
Basil Rathbone, who played the 
famous British sleuth on the air 
and in films, may be called on to 
star in the video program. 


Halpern Vice Durban 
As New ATS President 


David Hale Halpern, veepee of | 
Owen & Chappell ad agency, has 
been elected American Television 
Society prez, succeeding Charles J. 
Durban of the U. S. Rubber Co. 

Other officers elected include} 
Donald E. Hyndman, Eastman) 
Kodak, veepee; Reynold R. Kraft, | 
NBC-TV, secretary, and Archibald 
U. Braunfeld, of Braunfeld & 
Simons, treasurer. Directors named 
are Durban, George Shupert, Para- 
mount; Ralph Austrian, indie TV 
consultant; Maurice Strieby, Amer-_| 
ican Telephone & Telegraph; Ed-' 
gar P. James, Mutual; Halsey V. 
Barrett, DuMont, and Jerry Dan-| 
zig, CBS-TV. | 


complete success in a special p 








operations on TV receivers had 
who stood directly at his side. 





availability of the system for 
averred it is ready now but how 
industry and the FCC. 


in which a baby girl was delivere 
a thyroidectomy. 
images almost a_ three-dimensi 
George Hoffman, who performe 


heads. 
affair. 


Medico Video—In Color, Too 


Philadelphia, May 31. 


Color television as an aid to the teaching of surgery scored a 


ress demonstration staged at the 


Univ. of Pennsylvania medical school here today (Tues.). Dr. I. S. 
Ravdin, one of the doctors participating in the closed-circuit trans- 
mission, said that the color video represented an “incalculable ad- 
vance” in medical ‘education, pointing out the students watching 


a better view than his assistants, 


Demonstration was staged by the Smith, Kline & French labora- 
tories as a trailer for a similar show to be held next week at the 
American Medical Convention in Atlantic City. 
mark, CBS research chief, handled the controls on the CBS 
mechanical color system used, w 
built especially for the purpose by Zenith. Questioned about the 


Dr. Peter Gold- 
ith the images picked up on sets 


commercial TV use, Goldmark 
soon it goes into use is up to the 


Today’s demonstration comprised a Caesarian section operation, 


d and which took 38 minutes, and 


Colors were transmitted excellently, giving the 


onal effect. Drs. Ravdin and 
d the operations, did their own 


commentary, with the camera poised about two feet above their 
U. of P. prez Harold Stassen was on hand to host the 





‘Crystal Ball’ Fades 


“Through the Crystal Ball,” half- 
hour Monday night dance series 








| 


bankrolled by Ford dealers via 


CBS-TV, will be yanked following | 
Walter | 
|'Thompson ad agency, which han- 
| dles the account, is scouting for a 
|replacement but so far has not 
| found one. 


next week’s (6) program. J. 


New Ford dealers show, it is 


| hoped, will take the air on June 20. 





RCA’s Poser In 
DuMont-ND Pact 


Mystery of who obtained the 
television rights to Notre Dame 
football games next fall was par- 
tially solved this week when Du- 
Mont announced officially 
the exclusive rights for both 
live pickups and film recordings, 
which are to be used both for post- 
game showings over video stations 
and in theatres. 

RCA last week was reported to 
have sewed up five ND games for 





a total of $50,000. Since DuMont 
has not yet snagged a sponsor, 
RCA might still bankroll them 


over the DuMont web. That would 
still pose something of a mystery, 
however, in view of the fact that 
RCA is the parent company of 
| NBC and has confined its TV spon- 
| sorship activities to that web until 
now. 

Deal, closed with ND’s athletics 
| Veepee Rev. John H. Murphy by 
| DuMont’s sports chief, Leslie G. 
| Arries, includes the five top Irish 
games, including the North Caro- 
lina contest at Yankee Stadium, 
N. Y., Nov. 12. According to Ar- 
|ries, DuMont’s 16 stations on the 
|east and midwestern nets will carry 


| the games live, while 12 to 15 non- | 


|interconnected outlets will carry 
the film transcriptions the follow- 
ing day. Arries is now trying to 
line up five other major college 
games on open dates to provide a 
full 10-game schedule. 

Four ND contests played at 
South Bend are to be covered by 
WGN-TV and WBKB, both Chicago 
'outlets, on alternate Saturdays. 
'DuMont’s WABD, N. Y. flagship, 
| will do the game from the stadium. 
| Whether the DuMont contract pre- 
| cludes any theatres from carrying 





| the games on a simultaneous live | 


pickup has yet to be determined. 
Balaban & Katz Chicago theatre 
will pick up at least one game and 
| possibly more, on its large screen 
for theatre patrons. WBKB mana- 
ger John Mitchell is aiming for the 
Nctre Dame-Southern California 
tussel, Nov. 26. 
| WBKB has carried Notre Dame 
‘games the past two seasons but 
| Father Murphy wanted national 
screening for the ’49 games and 
_WBKB was unable to swing a net- 
/work deal with CBS-TV. Hence 
| DuMont and its Chi outlet, WGN- 
TV, entered the picture. 


WARNERS OFFICIALLY 





SCRAMS TELE IN CHI 


Washington, May 31. 

After some hesitation, Warner 
Bros. last week definitely withdrew 
its application with the FCC for 
television in Chicago. Several weeks 
/ago the company, in a petition for 
dismissal (tantamount to with- 
|drawal), told the Commission it 
didn’t want to wait for possibly 
|two years for a decision. But 
|when the petition came up for 
|formal action the firm’s counsel 





asked that the item be “passed | 


| over” until the next motions hear- 


|ing which was last Friday (27) 
|when request to dismiss was 
| granted. 


Warners recently issued an an- 
nouncement in Hollywood it was 
‘abandoning all its television plans 
| because the Commission had “re- 
fused” to approve its deal to pur- 
chase the California radio and tele- 
vision properties of Mrs. Dorothy 
|Schiff Thackrey. Later, it advised 
the FCC, which has not yet acted 
on the transaction, it desires to 
|carry out its agreement to buy the 
stations, 





it had | 


Theatre TV Ready, 20th-Fox Tells FCC: 
Sees Big Possibilities in Color Video 


Washington, May Bi: 





20th-Fox told the FCC last 
week that theatre television is 
now “sufficiently advanced and 


| adequately proven to warrant its 
introduction to the American pub- 
lic as a new medium of entertain. 
ment.” 

In a progress report filed in Sup- 
port of a request to continue ex. 
perimental operations with micro. 
wave relays, the company said the 
basic problems are pretty well] 
licked but it wants to do further 
research on techniques for trans. 
mission and development of equip- 
ment. 

The company reported big pos- 
sibilities from further experimen- 
tation to consider the use of color. 
'It expressed the belief that color 
might be made available 


to the 
general public in the theatre 
“long before it could be proven 
feasible for home _ reception.” 


Both the sequential and simultane. 
ous systems, as applied to theatre 
| projection, it said, are deserving 
of “serious consideration and ex- 
perimentation.” 

Based on its experimentations 
to date, 20th reported: 

1. The quality of a television 
picture having 525 scanning lines 
per frame will approach that of 
35m_ professional motion picture 
film, provided there is good half- 
tone reproduction. 

2. In view of improvements in 
the image orthicon television cam- 
era tube, “it appears that the gen- 
eration of a theatre television pic- 
ture tube of suitable quality is not 
only possible but practical.” 

3. The direct projection method 
of large screen television has de- 
veloped sufficiently to warrant de- 
,sign of commercial equipment for 
theatre installation. 


4. While the film storage method 
of theatre video has advantages 
over direct projection, there are 
certain fundamental difficulties in 
tone reproduction and a serious 
problem of from 30 frames per 


second to the motion picture 
standard of 24 frames. 
5. The frequencies between 


6,000 and 10,000 me in the micro- 
waves would be most adaptable 
for theatre television. 


Film Operators Union 


Balks Speedway Tele 
Preem in Indpls. Houses 


Indianapolis, May 31. 

Chance for three pix firstruns to 
| profit by interest in a video pre- 
miere here was lost last week when 
‘Ken Collins, city manager for 
Gamble-Dolle, had to cance! plans 
after a complaint from Art Lyday, 
business agent of the operators’ 
union. 

Collins had announced to papers 
he would install television sets on 
mezzanines of the Indiana. Circle 
and Lyric theatres so Memorial 
Day filmgoers could have a !ook 
at WFBM-TV’s premiere telecast 
of the 500-mile Speedway race. An- 
nouncement was withdrawn next 
day, Collins declaring that Lyday 
told him there would be trouble 
| with the union if he went through 
with it. 

Implication was that the opera- 
tors’ union is feuding with the 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
for jurisdiction over television pro- 
|jectors and therefore won't permit 
them in theatres. 


‘Arena TV Theatre Gets A 
Shakespearean Playback 


NBC-TV’s use of the arena thea 
‘tre, which bowed in with good re 
sults three weeks ago via Shake 
'speare’s “Romeo and Juliet,” is te 
be given a second showcasing 
either June 12 or 19 with the 
Bard’s “Richard III.” Web's nation- 
‘al production manager. Warren 
‘Wade, who initiated the idea, will 
| again supervise production on the 
'show, which will be performed 0” 














‘a platform sans the usual stage 

‘proscenium and without standard 

|curtain breaks. d 

| Wade had originally oy 
iW 


|““Hamlet” as the second 


, series, but was forced to abandon 
'the idea when he was unable to 
tag a suitable actor for the lead. 
Show is to be carried as part © 
ithe NBC “Drama Theatre 
in the Surday night 9 to 10 


series, 
period. 


Britons. 
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TV TO ‘DOG IT’ IN SUMMER FADE 





Summer Layoffs on TV 


Following are the television network programs which will go off 


the air during the next few months, with the lengths of 


their vaca- 


tions. Only one so far to have a bankrolled replacement set is NBC 


TV's “Texaco Star Theatre,” 
Johnson show will fill im. 


jor 1 


vhich the Buick 


sponsor: 


rd Olsen & 


CBS-TV 
Date of Length of Hiatus 

Program Sponsor Last Show (in weeks) 
Ford Television, Theatre Ford June 13 13 
Godtrey’s Talent Scouts  Lipton’s Tea May 30 Indefinite 
Goldbergs General Foods June 27 8 
Mary Kay & Johnny Whitehall June 8 Indefinite 
Studio One Westinghouse June 29 13 
Suspense Auto-Lite June 28 9 
Toast of Town Lincoln-Mercury June 5 (Tentative) 13 
Through Crystal Ball Ford Dealers July 4 Indefinite 
Fred Waring Show Gen. Electric June 26 13 
Week In Review Barbasol June 26 (Tentative) 8 
NBC-TV 
Admiral Broadway Revue* Admiral June 3 13 
Author Meets Critics Gen. Foods July 3 8 
Fireside Theatre Procter & Gamble July 5 y 
Gulf Road Show Gulf Indefinite 8 
Kukla, Fran & Ollie RCA June 13 8 
Leave It to Girls Gen. Foods July 3 8 
Swift Show Swift Indefinite 8B 
Texaco Star Theatre** Texaco June 14 8 
**Show takes eight-week hiatus but emcee Milton Berle will be 


away for 13. 
DU MONT 
*Admiral Broadway ‘Revue Admiral June 3 13 
ABC-TV 
That's O'Toole Delta Mfg. June & Indefinite 


*Carried on combined NBC-DuMont webs. 








Claim N.Y.-to-L.A. Coaxial Cable 
Can Now Be Readied in 60 Days 


Hollywood, May 31. + 

Coaxial cable from N.Y. to L. A. 
{t's now claimed, can be readied 
within 60 days if networks say they 
are ready to operate on a coast-to- 
eoast The only remaining 
work to connect the two coasts is 
the completion of additional boos- 
ter stations. Cable is now being 
used for long-distance phone calls 
only. 

All coaxial routes from here to 
N. Y. were completed only recent- | 
ly. Linking of the two cities was | 
completed when the company tied | 
St. Louis to Jackson, Miss., by co- | 
ax in the southern end of the cable. | 
Route from here is via San Ber- 
nardino, Blythe, Phoenix, through 
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas and 
Louisiana to Jackson, thence St. 
Louis, Terre Haute, Chicago, To- 
ledo, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Har- 
risburg, Philadelphia and N.Y. 

t only section of the cable 
beii., used in transmission of tele 
now is the northeast portion, from 
N. Y. to St. Louis. There are mi- 
crowave spurs shooting off from 
key points to neighboring cities, 
an example being the Chicago-to- 
Milwaukee relay. Network feeling 
is that the western states aren’t 
as important as the east, because 
latter is the more densely popu- 
lated. 

Company is using the southern 
and western sections of the cable 


(Continued on page 42) 


HUB’S TELEVISION 
IN STOCK-TAKING 


Boston, May 31. 


First anni of video in the Hub 
area was observed here this week 
in a new nose-counting of opera- 
tional video sets in Metropolitan 
Boston. Count revealed that sets 
are being installed in the section at 
the rate of nearly 3,000 a week 
with a total already of 84,300. 

Since WBZ-TV applied the juice 
to its 700-foot tower in Allston, 
three miles from the downtown 
area, a year ago, to be followed 
shortly by WNAC-TY, the city has 
experienced plenty of growing 
pains. But the consensus now is 
that the worst is over. 

While neither WBZ nor WNAC 
minimizes the headaches involved 
in video, both have been sur prised 
to find that the expenses have not | 
proved as astronomical as first an- 
ticipated. Time rates, established 


(Continued on page 42) 


basis. 








Anti-Prejudice Cartoons 

Series of one-minute public 
service cartoons aimed at com- 
batting prejudice will be sent 
to all tele stations throughout 
the country on a cuffo basis 
under sponsorship of the Ad- 
vertising Council 

Council is filming the series, 
which has already been 
“sneaked” for New York view- 
ers on both the “Howdy 
Doody” and “Small Fry” pro- 
grams. 

Spots were evolved by Mil- 
ton Krents and turned over to 
the Advertising Council for 
distribution. Musical back- 
ground for the series is fur- 
nished by Oscar Brand. 








Tele Authority 


Of 4A’s Given OK 


| their 


icosts on these will save 
|tisers an estimated $1,125.000. 


| far exceed that figure 


| those 


| out 
will put the sustaining 


| optimism for the future on predic- 





+ 


PRACTIGALLY ALL 
TOP oHOWS OFF 


Television broadcasters will take | 
it on the chin this | 
sweeping loss of billings. Majority 
of top-spending advertisers, having 
decided not to chance the almost 
certain loss of audience during the | 
upcoming dog days. | 








summer in a! 


are 
shows off the air for periods 
ranging from four to 13 weeks 

CBS and NBC alone are slated 
to lose a total of 17 high-budgeted 
programs Talent and production 
the adver- 
but 
the loss to the networks and indi- 
vidual stations in time billings will 
Despite the | 
days ahead, the 


pulling 


certainty of dim 
broadcasters are confident that 
sponsors will be back in much 
greater numbers for the start of 
the new fall season, with most of 
taking the summer hiatus 
route expected to return with big- | 
ger budgets. Broadcasters who lose | 
this summer. consequently, 
time they | 
have to fill to good advantage by | 
developing new packages for pitch- | 
ing to bankroliers in the fall. 

Industry officials base their 





| tions that there will be little slump 


exclusively. 


| include 
|“Fred Waring Show.” 


By Actors Equity 


Latest plan for a Television 
Authority of the 4A’s was ap- 
proved by the council of Actors 
Equity at a special meeting last 
Friday (27). It will be reported 
to the union’s annual membership 
meeting Friday (3) and to the 
Chorus Equity annual membership 
meeting June 10. However, the 
union’s acceptance of the deal is 
not subject to endorsement by the 


membership 
Proposed setup. worked out by 
a joint committee representing the 


various affiliates. must be = ac- 
cepted by the boards of all the 
unions involved. These include 


the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, American Guild of 
Musical Artists and the Screen 
Actors Guild. However, the latter 
organization will handle telefilms 
on the Coast and is not directly 
concerned with the terms under 
(Continued on page 42 


ROIZMAN’S SWITCH TO TV 


Morris Roizman, senior film edi- 
tor at March of Time for the last 
six years, ha resigned to go into 
television. 

He had been with MOT since its 
earliest days, being film cutter 
originally and later heading the 
film editing department. 


in set sales during the next few 
months. Baseball coverage, grad- 
ually declining set prices and the 
launching of new stations in all 
parts of the country are expected 
to maintain consumer sales at their 
present high level. Start of the 
new fall season. consequently. 
should see a greatly expanded TV 
audience. That the advertisers 
recognize this is indicated by their 
commitments to return and by the 
decision of such companies as 
Ford, for example. to abandon ra- 
dio next season in favor of TV 


CBS Hardest Hit 


Networks expect to have their 
complete summer lineups ready 
within the next few weeks. but they | 
don’t anticipate many sponsored 
replacements for the vacationing 
shows. Hardest hit will be CBS, 
which loses at least 10 programs 
for varying lengths of time. These 
“Suspense,” “Goldbergs,” 
“Mary Kay 
and Johnny,” “Through the Crvs- 
tal Ball,” “Godfrey's Talent 
Scouts,” “Week In Review.” “Toast 
of the Town,” “Studio One” and | 
“Ford Television Theatre.’ NBC’s 


losses include “Texaco Star The- 
atre” (which the Buick-sponsored 


Olsen & Johnson stanza will 
place), “Admiral Broadway Revue.” 
Bob Smith’s “Gulf Road Show,” 
“Kukla, Fran and Ollie.” “Swift 
Show,” “Author Meets the Critics,” 
“Leave It to the Girls” and “Fire- 
side Theatre.” 

ABC will be in a comparatively 
better position, since few of its 
sponsored shows plan to take off 
for the summer. Web's. strong 
Thursday night lineup remains in- 
tact. including Admiral and Old 
Gold on “Stop the Music,” Time- 
Life on “Crusade in Europe” and 
Pal Blades on ‘‘News Story of the 
Week.” With a later start than 
the other webs, however, ABC had 
fewer sponsored programs to be- 
gin with. DuMont loses out on its 
share of the “Admiral Broadway 
Revue,” which the upcoming “Cay- 
aleade of Stars.” to be bankrolled 
by 10 major drug store chains, will 
partially recoup. Plans for other 
DuMont sponsored programs have 
not been set. 


Swope, Jr., to NBC-TV 


Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr.. one- 
time chief of remote pickups for 
CBS television, has joined NBC- 
TV as a staff director. He'll handle 
some sports and special events 
pickups but will also be associated 
with general production work 

After leaving CBS, Swope 
handled direction of several 
hockey pickups over the N. Y. 
Daily News’ WPIX as an indie 
producer. He later headed up the 
N. Y. office of John Sutherland 
Productions, Hollywood film out- 


re- 





\ fit. 


| broadcasters. 
| Hooper’s calls to telephone homes 


TV Boys Fear ‘Looking Habit’ Jolt In 


Reprise of Old Pix as Summer Fare 





CBS’ 7 Out of 10 


CBS television placed seven 
shows among the top T\ 
Hooperatings for the metro- 
politan N. Y. area during May. 
Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre,” aired via NBC-T\ 
again copped first place with a 
rating of up .5 over the 
April figures. Following are 
the top 10: 


OQnr 
OV. 


Texaco Star Theatre. WNBI 80.5 
Godfrey's Talent 

Scouts WCBS.-T\ 56.8 
Toast of the Town WCBS-TY 41.9 
Goldbergs WCBS-T\ 51.5 
Suspense WCBS-T\ e3.2 
Admiral Broadway 

Revue WNBIT 

WABD* 41.4 

Godfrey & Friends WCBS-TYV 40 4 
Fireside Theatre WNBI 2.8 
Winner Take All WCBS-TYV 29 
Fred Waring Show WCBS-T\ 29 


°C combine d rating for both stations 


Shes Likely 


On Projected TV 
Hooper Ratings 


C. E. Hooper’s projected 
vision network ratings, 
to be based on TV viewing in all 
telephone homes in TV areas, 
precipitate an all-out slugfest be- 
tween Hooper and the broadcast- 
ers. Latter claim the ratings, which 
Hooper envisages as a comparison 





tele- 


which are 


may 


between radio and TV, will be 
weighted in favor of video and 
thus might seriously injure the 


entire radio industry 
Number of television sets among 


|telephone subscribers is two-and- 


a-half times that of TV sets in non- 
telephone homes, according to the 
Thus, they claim, 


turn up a greater percentage of 
homes viewing TV than would be 
the case if a cross-section sample 
of all homes was contacted. Fur- 
thermore, they allege, Hooper's 
telephone home sample, located in 
areas where television's develop- 
ment is presently concentrated, 
gives no indication of the position 
of TV in the country as a whole. 

Broadcasters’ argument, conse- 


(Continued on page 42) 





Carter, Joan Edwards To 


Head DuMont ‘Cavalcade’ 


Comedian Jack Carter and singer 
Joan Edwards have been named to 
head up the talent list of the new 

“Cavaleade of Stars,’ hour-long 

variety show that tees off Saturday | 
(4) at 9 p.m. over the DuMont web. 
Series is being bankrolled by a spe- 
cially-formed Drug Stores Tele- 
vision Producers, in which 10 drug 
chains have joined to sponsor the 
show in various TV areas. 

Other talent for the preem in- 
cludes McCarthy & Farrell, comics; 
actor Peter Lorre; Arnaut Bros. (2), 
and the Fontaines. adagio dancers 
Sammy Spear and a 13-piece orch 
will back the show, which is to 
originate from DuMont’s Adelphi 
Playhouse, N. Y. Agency for the 
drug chains is Stanton B. Fisher. 


Prep ‘Mama’ for TY 


“I Remember Mama,” already a 
click as a novel, play and film. will 
bow on television in the near fu- 
ture. CBS-TV is working on a do- 
mestic comedy series to be based 
on the “Mama” characters. which 
it plans to launch during the sum- 
mer as a half-hour once-weekly of- 
fering. Ralph Nelson is slated to 
produce but the cast has not been 
set. 

Characters originated in a novel 
titled ‘“Mama’s Bank Account,’ 
penned by Kathryn Forbes. From 
that it was adapted for legit by 
John van Druten and later filmed 
by RKO, with Irene Dunne and 
| Oscar Homolka starred. 





. 


+ 


| program featuring songstress 


With most 
television 


of the top-budgeted 
shows leaving the air 
for the summer, it is expected 
that the networks and local sta- 
tions will fill the open time with a 
raft of old feature films, in addi- 
tion to auditioning new house 
packages. Situation is viewed with 
trepidation by trade observers, 
who believe that audiences, at 
least in the key metropolitan 
areas, have become accustomed to 
more ambitious productions, either 
live or on film. Feeding them a 
saturation diet of aged pictures, 
consequently, might make them 
lose their looking habits 

Despite the networks’ attempts 
to concentrate on new house pack- 
ages during the summer, it is be- 
lieved they will be unable to fill 


the available time with such shows 
in sufficient quantity CBS-TV 
has already showcased several 


built-at-home programs and NBC- 
TV plans to kick off several within 
the next few weeks. New musical 
Jane 
night 
audition. 
soon a 
starring Bea- 

tap a new 


Pickens tees off tomorrow 
(Thurs.) as an on-the-air 
Web will also showcase 
Gay Nineties show 
trice Kay and has o 
program for moppet viewers tea- 
turing dancing Indie package 
producers also will be auditioning 
new shows during the summer 
with an eye to snagging sponsors 
for the fall season. 

As for the old films, 
discovered that they 
okay video fare in 
areas, where setowners getiing 
their first tastes of video will be 
enthralled by practically  any- 
thing. -~Popularity curve for the 
pictures drops as the number of 
sets increase and the stations are 
able to feed better programs. As 
a result, it is feared that too many 
of the oldies during the upcoming 
hiatus period might be bad fer the 
entire industry. 


Scenic Artists 
Find TV Haven 


Television is already providing 
more employment for scenic artists 
and designers than the legit the- 
atre does. Work in the video 
studios is steady, whereas that in 
the legit field is extremely uneven. 
At the moment, 51 members of the 
United Scenic Artists are emploved 
in television. The number work- 
ing in legit varies from as many 
as 90 down to little better than 
zero. 

Biggest TV show, on the basis 
of scenic employment, is the Ad- 
miral program, which provides four 
days’ work a week apiece for three 
men. Several NBC and CBS shows 
/each regularly provide half this 
amount of work—that is, six man- 
days per week. 

Union rates for video employ- 
ment are 30% less than for legit. 
This margin was accepted by the 
union as a move to stimulate pro- 
duction in the new medium. How- 
ever, the full pay rate will be 
sought when the present contract 
expires next September, according 
to Rudy Karnolt, the union’s bust- 
ness manager. 


ABC Shifting Shows 
For Summer Hiatus 


With “Actors Studio” having 
vacated the Thursday 9:30 p.m. 
slot for a summer hiatus after last 


it has been 
make for 
the new TV 





week's broadeast, ABC-TV will 
move the Paul Whiteman “Teen 
Club” stanza into the 9:30-10:30 


p.m. period July 7, after the Roller 
Derby bows out. The Whiteman 
show will be followed at 10:30 by 
a video version of “Listen, Please,” 
the award-winning suspense se 
ries, titled “Volume I, Numbers 
1-6” 

The Pick and Pat “Minstrel 
Show,” which is returning as & 
co-op, will move into the Saturday 
9-10 p.m. spot vacated by White- 
‘snan, 
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SURPRISE SERENADE 
With Joseph Gallichio’s orch, Ed 
Davies; Connie Russell, guest; 
Hugh Downs, announcer 
30 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from New York 
With RCA cancelling the Robert 
Merrill-Boston Pops show out of 
the 5-5:30 Sunday afternoon seg- 
ment on NBC, the network found 
it had the half-hour gap between 
the Jane Pickens and James Mel- 


ton shows to fill. Unfortunately, 
NBC appears to have taken the 
easy way out. “Surprise Seren- 


ade.” the web's sustaining replace- 
ment, is strictly of “filler” calibre 

An attempt of sorts is made to 
achieve the same format as the 
RCA stanza. with the accent on the 
semi-classical idiom. But Sunday’s 
(29: initial installment, from a mu- 
sical standpoint, was as pedestrian 
and uninspired as was the _ inter- 
spersed continuity by Hugh Downs, 
announcer and annotator on the 
show 

“Serenade” features Joseph Gal- 


lichio’s orchestra, comprised ot 
NBC staff musicians, with Ed 
Davies baritoning. The orchestral 
ensemble gets most of the play 
First of a series of guest artists 
was Connie Russell. who sang one 
number, “Black is the Color of My 
True Love’s Hair.’’ Otherwise the 
selections ranged from “Skip to 
My. Lou’ to Morton Gould's 
“American Salute.” But the half- 


was du!l and lifeless. Rose 


hou 


CINDERELLA WEEKEND 
With Bill Van Steenbergh, 
Bennett. Guests 
30 Mins... Mon.-thru-Fri., 1.30 p.m. 
WGY FOODS 
WPTR, Albany : 
Scripted show, local rights to 
which are purchased by a group of 
stations, derives its title from the 
award of a New York weekend to 
the “Cinderella of the Week’— 
Chosen from the six daily winners. 
Contestants start at a mythical 12 
o'clock, moving ahead 15 minutes 


Bill 


for each question answered cor- 
rectly. The woman “out” the long- 
est cops. 


Program, as it unfolds here, 
probably has moderate appeal to 
femme listeners Broadcasts in 
which gals with background, per- 
sonality and verve appear to hold 
the most entertainment. Unfortu- 
nately, 
these shots as there might 
hour is perhaps against it. 
tions are not too flexible: one stint 


caught dealt exclusively with geog- 
raphy, except for the final “pump- | 
competitors | different golf club of the metro- 
slows | politan area each Saturday just as 
Pumpkin quiz, the dusty duffers are coming in at 


| MIND OVER MUSIC 
With Alice Winston, David Allen, 


Mishel Piastro, Seymour Lipkin, | 
Phillip 


George Kleinsinger, 
| James; John Savage, emcee 
| Producer: Dave Allen 
Writers: Bernice Cohen, 

Jesselson, Savage 

30 Mins.; Wed. (25), 8 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
WNYC, WNYC-FM, New York 
New York’s municipal station, 
which developed “So You Think 
You Know Music’—a show which 
later was heard on three networks 
—has come up with another good 
musical quiz. On the preem the 
guests were Mishel Piastro, con- 
ductor of the “Symphonette” stan- 
za: George Kleinsinger, composer 
of “Tubby the Tuba” and other 
works; pianist Seymour Lipkin; 
and Phillip James, New York U. 
music prof 

Airer maintained interest by 
mixing up two kinds of questions, 


Connie 


one thrown at the whole panel and | 
the other given to individual mem- | 


bers. In addition, subjects ranged 
from grand opera to Broadway 
musicals, and from the classics to 
folk songs. One _ interesting 
vice was the use ot two thespers 
to act out part of an opera or to 
sketch the life of a performer for 
the quizzees to identify. While 
the performance * was good, the 
sketches were overlong and lacked 
sufficient scripting sock A few 
of the posers used recorded musi- 
cal excepts, but more of these 
would help cut the stanza’s lean- 
ing toward the gabby side 

John Savage was good introduc. 
ing the queries and got off a few 
bright ad libs. Guests were likea- 
ble and the broad gamut of music 
covered didn’t permit any one 
‘panel member to walk away with 
the show. At the same time, in- 
clusion of Broadway and folk tunes 
gave less classical-minded listen- 
ers a chance to match wits on an 
equal footing with the musicolo- 
gists. Bril. 


THE DUFFER’S CLUB 
With Toni Williams 
15 Mins., Sat. 6:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KCMO, Kansas City 

Here’s one which KCMO and its 
sports editor. Toni Williams, have 
whipped up for the golf season and 
the local fairway followers. Its 
purpose is to present golf high- 
lights and happenings in the area 
on an almost catch-as-catch-can 


there are not as many of basis. As Williams puts it, the show 
be— 


Ques- 


is dedicated “to the little guys of 
golf,” and the editor makes it a 
sort of rambling microphone of the 
local clubs. 


Plan is for Williams to visit a 


carries some novelty and listener | the climax of the week's activities. 


kin” query. When 
hesitate or stumble, show 
down markedly. 
quickening. 
Bill Van Steenbergh and Bill 


Bennett turn in fairly creditable 
performances. Format calls 
more ebullience than Van Steen- 
bergh—the quiet, modulated tvpne— 
possesses. In pressing to achieve 
it. his voice tends to become a bit 


high and strained. Bennett  in- 
jects life. here and_ there, 
through kidding and _ clowning. 


Frank D’Armond “covers” inter-. 


ludes with piano snatches: also 
tosses in an occasional musical 
clue. Program conductors should 
watch the angle of too manv voices 
talking simultaneously. There is 
also a little fluffing. First portion 
of feature is sponsored. Daily win- 
ner and participants receive small 
gifts. which, like the larger week- 
end ones, are credit-plugged. Jaco. 


NICKEL FOR NOTHING 
With Bob Synder, Allen Leafer, 

Gary Stevens, Vern Cook 
30 Mins... Wed.. 19 v.m. 
CAPEHART DEALERS 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Odd-titled new quiz show fs 
mildly entertaining. It features 
Bob Snyder. until recently promo- 
tion manager - program conductor 
at WPTR. Albany, in an audience 
participation of questions and 
stunts Name derived from the 
jitnev which he gives to each con- 
testant, at the outset. Those hit- 
ting jackpots can select the nickel- 
covered cubicle from which they 
wish to draw gifts. Big jackpot is 
awarded person giving correct re- 
ply, in writing, to a query asked 
of all. Merchandise payoffs are 
noi too expensive. 

Snyder had Allen Leafer, one- 
time New York bandleader and 
now proprietor with his brother 
of the Burden Lake Casino (dance 
spot), as participant on one tele- 
cast. It was partly a plug for ap- 
pearance of Guy Lombardo’s or- 
chestra in Albany soon Gary 
Stevens, ex-singer, with Tex 
Beneke’s unit and until recently a 
disk jockey on WROW. Albany, 
was scheduled for another spot. 
Snyder, who handled a show here 
several years ago, is a fair tele- 
caster. Photos best when smiling. 
Vern Cook, WBY record rider, as- 
sists him capably, southern accent 
and all. Jaco. 





Club tourneys, special 
unusual rounds, etc., don't come in 
for airing on this as the rule. When 


for| the occasion calls, however, Wil- 


|liams catches a major event, such 
‘as this show which caught the 
Heart of America Open at the Hill- 
crest Country Club. Williams was 
right there with portable recorder 
/on the 18th green as the champion- 
|Ship match came off of the round, 
and the listener gets a prompt re- 


| port of the results as well as in- 


terviews with the contestants. 


It’s no great undertaking, but it. 


is an acceptable way for a radio 
sports editor to work some golf 
into his schedule. Quin. 
WOMEN’S PAGE 
With Suzanne Martin, zuests 
15 mins., Thurs., 10 a.m. 
SEATTLE POST - INTELLI- 
| GENCER 
KING, Seattle 

The Seattle Post - Intelligencer’s 
Monday through Friday strip on 
_KING is a good deal, if this Thurs- 
|day show, which features Suzanne 
Martin, book and music editor, is 
typical. Mrs. Martin is right at 
home on the air, displaying a good 
voice and an alert, vivacious style. 

Featured on this show was an 
interview with Madame David, di- 
rector of Maison France at the U. 
of Washington. Discussion con- 
cerned teaching of French in city 
schools and the college and the 
success of the Maison, where only 
French is spoken. Comments were 
on the adult level, and neatly- 
paced conversation brought in talk 
of a new album of French songs 
trom Baudelaire’s “Fleurs de Mal”: 
fact that many merchanis in 
Seattle’s big public market are 
French, and that learning foreign 








languages was easy for children. 

A good job all around. Reed. 
San Antonio—Gene Autry and 

associates have decided to with- 


draw their application for the pur- 
chase of KTSA here. Officials of 
the Express Publishing Co., who 
have also entered a bid with the 
FCC for the purchase of the out- 
let. have come to an agreement 
with Autry and will reimburse 
him to the tune of $7,000 for out 
of pocket money he has invested 
in the outlet. 


de- | 


matches, | 


} 
| 
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Stop the Music—ABC 
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CBS’ hour-long “This Is Broad- 
way” panel-variety show is erystal- 


lizing itself into a stanza that par- 
lays entertainment with an under- 
standable format. Last week’s pro- 
gram, on which Anna _ Sosenko, 
Hildegarde’s manager, shared the 
panel mike with regulars Abe 
Burrows, George S. Kaufman and 
emcee Clifton Fadiman, marked a 
vast improvement over the-~initial 
installment of several weeks back. 

There was less of a strained ef- 
fort on the part of show-hep panel 
participants to be funny as the ex- 
pense of bypassing the performers’ 
“problems,” thus giving the broad- 
cast a spontaneity and unaffected- 
ness previously lacking. 

Spotlighting of Marilyn Cantor, 
Jack Carter and Vivienne Segal 
for the inevitable sequence of 
posers: ‘“‘How do vou overcome the 
hurdle of being a famous man’s 
(Eddie Cantor) daughter’: “how do 
vou cope with the mounting prob- 
lem of benefits,”” and “how do you 
get a musicomedy librettist to 
write for a singing comedienne 
unfortunately bracketed between 
the ages of 16 and 60” (Miss Segal), 
paid off in terms of tackling seri- 
ous problems seriouslv. The fact 
that all three socked over genuine 
samples of their varied talents was 
so much velvet. 
Kaufman, et al. were funny, it sug- 
gested a smart integration without 
sacrificing the show’s “problem” 
values. 





Bill Leonard devoted three full 
broadcasts and part of a fourth of 
“This Is New York” (May 23-26) 
on WCBS, N. Y., to a three-alarm 
fire which gutted a Harlem tene- 
ment last month. There had been 
/no casualties in the blaze and the 
press gave it a few routine para- 
graphs. But Leonard assigned re- 
porter Martin Weldon to. study 
the background of the fire for 
three weeks and the latter turned 
up a comprehensive documentary 
job that was packed with living 
drama. 

_Not only did it have details of 
be in the crowded, 65-year-old, 


condemned building and_ the 
of an action yarn, but it 
delved deeply into real social 


problems. It covered the housing 
| shortage, the ghettoing of Negroes, 
| the of laws which per- 


| punch 


ironies 








When Burrows, | 


| Albany area now 


‘fair descriptive 


/mitted people to live in a firetrap. 


which had once been condemned. 
It exposed a case of alleged grand 
larceny, in which families who 
desperately needed a place to live 
were swindled of their 
Using the history of the building 
and its tenants as the touchstone, 
it wrapped up an analvsis of the 
housing dilemma in vivid terms. 
combiming straight narration with 
wire-recorded interviews. The 
series was effective public service 
broadcasting. 


Al Jolson wound up a two-year 
association with the Kraft Music 
Hall Thursday (26). 


Savings. | 


For his bow- | 


out, the veteran showman gave his | 


familiar warbling treatment to 
“Waiting for the Robert E. Lee” 
and “Why Can't You Behave.” But 
the strength of the transcribed 
farewell airer rested in the spirited 
repartee between Jolson, Oscar 
Levant and Groucho Marx. With 
the day of his kilocyele exit co- 
inciding with his birthday, the 
singer came in for a ribbing on his 
age from Marx. 

Jolson neatly parried a compart- 
son of himself with Jack Benny’s 
youth with the observation that 
“Jack looks younger because he 
has a sponsor for next season.” In 
a touching adieu, Jolie praised the 
Kraft MH staff and also thanked 
ithe public tor its support, 


| clamation 


Mary Margaret—Radio Phenomenon 


It may now be assumed that Mary Margaret McBride 
The NBC seeress celebrated her 15th anni in 


the grade in radio 


has made 


the business with a shindig to end all shindigs at Yankee Stadium 
yesterday (31) where Fred Waring estimated that 50,000 fans turned 


out. 
that included some of the top 
sprinkling of politicos, scientists, 


In addition the event was highlighted by a star Studded daig 


names in show business with a 
literati, military and others. 


NBC carried the first half-hour on the network and the local 


N. Y. outlet stayed with it for an additional half-hour. 


work show attempted merely to 
Miss McBride is. Fred Waring e 


} The net- 
give an idea of what a persimans 


mceed the event and brief saluta. 


tions were by NBC President Niles Trammell, Ted Streibert (Mutua] 


Board chairman)’, Ben Gross, Rus 
garet Webster, Eva Le Gallienne, 
Baldwin. H. V. Kaltenborn, Te 
others. 


sel Crouse, Morton Downey Mar- 
Fannie Hurst, Carol Stone. Faith 
x McCrary, Eddie Dowling and 


Miss McBride's 10th anni in radio was celebrated at Madison 


Square Garden five years ago 
up 

The salutations were fairly 
that anyone who could stay on t 
tions she already knows the a1 
when she's fairly wise, must be a 

Miss Le Gallienne opened her 
Bride I Love You”; Gross took p 
her the first time he reviewed het 


The audience is certainly 


elaborate. 


picking 


Kaltenborn conceded 
he air for 15 years, asking ques- 
iswers for and appearing dumb 
pretty smart chick. 

speech with “Mary Margaret Me- 
leasure in telling that he panned 
* show; and Streibert told of early 


reports when many considered that her voice was too terrible for 


radio. Times have certainly 


nomenon 


changed. 
Anyone who could draw 50,000 at the Yankee Stadium 


Miss McBride is a phe- 


certainly is—it doesn’t matter that admission is free and a star. 


studded show awaited 


Jose 








TWO BILLION STRONG 
With Dr. Victor Vogel, Dr. Nathan 

Eddy, Dr. Carleton Simon 
30 Mins.; Sat. (28), 4:15 p.m. 
ABC, from N. Y. 

Aired under the auspices of the 
United Nations radio division, this 
program was vitally important in 
breaking through the medical mys- 
tery surrounding the treatment of 


narcotic victims. And in its own 
quiet way, “Two Billion Strong” 
packed a strong wallop as adult 


radio fare. Produced without any 
dramatie folderol, main source of 
the show’s power derived from the 
interviews, with patients at the 
U. S. Public Health Service Nar- 
cotics Hospital at Lexington, Ky. 
The inmates told the story of 
their addiction and treatment in 
simple, direct and palpably honest 
terms. “Among those interviewed 
were a judge, a doctor, a con-man, 
an adolescent and a woman incar- 
cerated over 100 times. Aithough 
their tragedies repeated an almost 
identical pattern, of frustration. 
pain and escape, there was nothing 


monotonous in the narrations. A 
group of medical and psychiatric 
specialists on narcotics briefly 


filled in between the interviews 
with more general facts concern- 
ing the power of drugs Herm. 


MIDGET AUTOMOBILE RACES 
With Bill Tompkins 

15 Mins., Wed., 11:15 p.m. 
BEVERWYCK BREWING CO. 
WROW, Albany, N. Y. 

Radio sports coverage in the) 
includes midget | 
automobile races at the Empire | 
track in Menands, heard via de- 
layed broadcast the night of the 
events. Salvos probably hold their | 
chief appeal for lovers of that 
type racing. They are pretty 
noisy for other listeners, with the 
roar of the cars and the necessity 
for strong-voiced Bill Tompkins to 
talk over this. He turned in a 
job on a- 25-lap 
race, of some six minutes’ dura- 
tion. 

Spotting was not perfect and 
occasional uncertainty was notice- 
able, but the net effect was ac- 
ceptable. Tompkins plugged for 
sponsor's products, in addition to 
a fore and afi singing commercial. 

Jaco. 


| 
| 


Battle Over Recorders 


} 


In Conn. Senate Leads 
To Hot 15-Min. Session 


Hartford, May 31. 

Advocates of a free radio press in 
the halls of the Connecticut Legis- 
lature last Monday (23) beat out 
an attempt to stifle the use of wire 
recorders during sessions of the 
Connecticut lawmakers Political 
commentator Ralph Della Selva, 
conductor of “Connecticut Forum 
of the Air.” created a_ political 
tempest and hot airshow for him- 
self when he attempted to tran- 
scribe the activities of the legisla- 
tors. 

A Senator spotting Della Selva, 
setting up his equipment, inter- 
rupted the session with a loud ex- 
that the radio gabber 
shut up shop and be banned on'the 
grounds that he was too partial to 
Gov. Chester Bowles. This was 
followed by a lengthy pro and con 
fight on the floor of the Senate. 





This was finally concluded with a 


resolution allowing Della Selva to 
work with a wire recorder. It also 


allowed for the future use of wire 
recorders 

And what was Della Selva doing 
while the controversy about him 
;and recorders raged? 


He was so 


| 15 Mins.; 


- on 7 maces 
ROCKABYE DUDLEY 
With Dick Dudley 
Mon. - Wed. - Fri., 

11:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WNBC., N. Y. 

Reprising his summer stint of 
last year, Dick Dudley returned te 
WNBC, N. Y. last week to guide 
“Rockabye Dudley.”” a 15-minute 
potpourri of soft recordings and 
airy chatter for late evening lis- 
teners. Ethereal and buoyant, the 
layout has a_ soporific quality 
which dialers will find an excellent 
antidote in fighting insommia. 

’Twixt such soothing platters as 
“Portrait of Jennie” and “In the 
Gloaming,” Dudley mixes in a 
poetic line of conversation. His 
own description of the stanza— 
“waxed on cashmere and recorded 
on velvet’”—aptly characterizes its 
own peculiar nature Program 
comes as a pleasant contrast to 
some of the hotter bands prevalent 
on most stations at this pre-mid- 


night hour. Gilb. 
ALBANY EASTERN’ LEAGUE 
GAMES 


With Pat Ryan, Johnny Lawrence 
TOBIN PACKING CO 
WABY, Albany 


Ballcasts have reached the peak- 
of coverage in this excited town 


| with the assignment of Pat Rya 


and Johnny Lawrence to trave 
with the local Eastern League rep- 
resentatives. 

Ryan, who is working his second 
season on WABY, has the potential 
to become a major league ball- 
caster. He possesses a good voice, 


| pleasing radio personality, a fairly 
/sound knowledge of baseball in its 


fundamentals and an apparent ca- 
pacity for improvement. Lawrence, 
who has teamed with several other 
partners during and since the war, 
shows a distinct gain in compre- 
hension of the national game. His 
voice, however, tends to be a trifle 
wearing and his delivery is too 
jerky. 

The pair split the job, each work- 
ing a half game and spelling the 
other on between-inning summar- 
ies. They also dual on the adver- 
tising, which stresses sponsors 
meat products. Wilson Codling, 
general manager of Albany division 
of this Rochester concern, has 
proved a staunch and generous ra- 
dio promoter of the local club's 
fortunes. Stints are the biggest 
feather in the cap of the 250-watt 
station. Jaco. 


‘Lujack’ Due in as Sub For 
ABC’s ‘Armstrong’ Series 


“Adventures of Johnns Lujack” 
will sub for the “Jack Armstrong 
series on ABC, starting June 4, 
and continue on a sustaining basis 
in the “Armstrong” spot. Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, un 
Sept. 5. Show is a Creighton 
Andre package, wriiten b) George 
"Anderson and produced by Kirby 








Hawkes. General Mills is out tl 
sponsor of that time segment un 
Sept. 5. 

Meantime, Derby Foods has 
dropped the tab on “Sk) opt 
for the summer, but show will : 
main sustaining until Sept. % 
when sponsor returns —-" 
engrossed in the furor he created 


that he didn’t think of shutting ° 
the recorder. Result was a hot 1 
minute show aired later ef 
WCCC and several other indepe 
ent stations within the state. 
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John M. Murtagh, New York 
City commissioner of 


tion, provided a moderately inter- 
esting 


York. Since Murtagh is a forth- 
right speaker and a vigorous offi- 
cial in a key position, he was obvi- 
ously a natural interview subject 
for the N. Y. Daily News political 
reporter’s program. 

However, the _ script glibly 
skimmed the surface of Murtagh’s 
activities without penetrating to 
the meat of any of his current in- 
quiries, so the questions and 
answers lacked impact. Also, the 
occasional attempts to make the 
confab seem extemporaneous were 
so transparent that the whole show 
seemed stilted. Incidentally, Cros- 
son called him “John” throughout 


the stanza®” so anyone tuning 
in after the intro would not 


have known his name or who he 
was. 

The device of having the inter- 
view take place casually on a 
bench in City Hall park should be 
effective if skillfully used, al- 
though it has seasonal and weather 


complications. But Crosson’s 
questions tend to be innocuous 
and he repeats complimentary 


generalities ‘on this case he told 
the investigations official, ““You’re 
doing a swell job,” several times 


without explaining his grounds 
for the statement). Murtagh, on 
the other hand, was generally 


terse and forceful, and some of his 
remarks indicated an apparent 


willingness to make provocative 
statements if searchingly ques- 
tioned. 

One of the attempts at spon- 
taneity showed shockingly bad 
judgment. That was during the 
discussion of Murtagh’s current 


probe of ticket scalping on Broad- | 


way. In an elaborately casual 
gesture the commissioner took a 
pair of tickets from his pocket and 
gave them to Crosson, remarking 
that they were for ‘South Pacific” 


and that he had paid the regula- | 


tion price for them. Perhaps it 
seemed a “cute” idea in the stu- 
dio, but to the home viewer, al- 
ready justifiably suspicious of both 
public officials and theatre ticket 
distribution. 


“Leave It to the Girls” moved 
into the NBC 8 p.m. Sunday eve- 
ning slot vacated by the Lamits 
Gambol show (29) and in its bet- 
ter position seems a likely op- 
onent for Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of 
he Town.” This is a lively discus- 
sion session, made so by the sharp 
and nimble tongues of the four 
women and one man guest board, 
under Maggi McNellis, moderator. 
That it often sinks into a confus- 
ing kaleidoscope of opinions and 
counter-opinions in no way reduces 
the bite of what it has to say gen- 
erally. On this broadcast, Kitty 
Carlisle, Binnie Barnes, Nancy 
Kelly and Florence Prit@hett had 
commentator Ted Malone on the 
hook and while he occasionally 
stopped them could he was a pretty 
badly mauled male when the pro- 
gram closed. 

_ Program accepts varying ques- 
tions from women listeners 
its guests to chew over and very 
often queries of a similar nature 
are used. For example. Sunday eve- 
ning’s program asked once “why 
can't a gal with brains, beauty, etc., 
get a man?” and another wanted to 
know “do men marry smart wom- 
en?” Apparently, the queries were 
selected deliberately, but the re- 
sulting dog-fight between the four 


gals and Malone made the entire | 


program seem narrow-minded and 
somewhat reduced its impact. 
After all, it’s tough for a male to 
ear his sex booted for 30 minutes. 

General Foods sponsors in be- 
half of Maxwell House 
Plugs for the stuff that’s said to be 
ae to the last drap were nicely 
andled. But by the closing one, 
One would have thought the gals 


were pluggin is _ 
male. &ging poison for the 





4 Switching to a new night,, Fri- 
days, on WPIX, N. Y., “Broadway 
in Review” continues to be a very 
snractive, literate program about 
re N. Y. theatre, thanks largely to 
e skillful handling and easy style 
of emcee John Chapman, Daily 
awe drama critic. Friday’s (27) 
aed had as Ruests Mildred Dun- 
—_ and Kermit Bloomgarten, 
ead actress and co-producer, re- 
spectively, of “Death of a Sales- 
man.” Discussion was unusually 
iiteresting and informative. Miss 
wnnock revealed how she had 
forced” herself on the manage- 
ment, even being willing to take the 


investiga- | 


interview Saturday night | 
(28) as guest on John Crosson’s | 
“City Hall” series on WPIX, New | 


for | 


coffee. | 


understudy role when a screen ac- 
tress was first mulled tor her part. 
| She also discussed the need some- 


to play down their roles, 
audiences got too emotional. 


when 


Bloomgarten talked very frankly | 
and cogently on the current scalp- | 





time of ‘‘Salesman’s” actors having | 


| 


ing mess; defended theatre parties | 


as necessary insurance to 
ducers in these days of high pro- 
duction costs, and advocated the 
return of brokers’ buys. Discus- 
sion may have been a little 
technical sometimes for the lay 
public, but it was tied up with the 
headlines. 
as a 15-minute show, still suffers 
from an old fault—its shortness. 
Chapman picks his guests wisely, 
and all come with something to 
say. For variety, or brevity, Chap- 
man keeps cutting a guest off from 
going too fully into one subject, in 
his desire to get on to another topic. 
| Skipping so tast from subject to 
subject gives the program a skimpy, 
incomplete feeling. Show ought to 
be stretched to a half-hour. With 
heightened interest in the theatre, 
nationally as well as on Broadway, 
30 minutes isn’t too long a stretch 
for the intelligent, pointed discus- 
sions that come out of this pro- 
gram. 


Lillian Roth imparted a nice 
touch to the Milton Berle Texaco 
show last week, the singer doing 
several tunes with which she’s been 
associated, and clicking. The old- 
time Roth voice, naturally, wasn’t 
as ringing as formerly, but 
Roth still retains much of her 
salesmanship. The show also fea- 
tured disk jockey Jack Eigen, who. 
in a jockey stint with Berle and 
Haymes— ‘from the Copacabana”’— 
did his usual gabfest, ete. In spin- 
ning records of varied stars (Como, 
Merman, etc.), performers such 
as George DeWitt and Miss Roth 
did impressions of them. The idea 
was better than the technical ex- 
ecution. This was typical of most 
of the show, which saw a series 
of productional misfires. 


Miss 


“The Mikado” was given an un- 
even workout on NBC’s “Drama 
Theatre” last Sunday (29) by the 
Gilbert and Sullivan Choral group 
of New York. This is a semi-pro- 
fessional outfit, which tells the 
|'whole story. Some of the voices, 
notably Florence Sprout as Yum- 
Yum, were firstrate, but a couple 
of central roles were handled by 
markedly inadequate singers. Cos- 
tumes and settings were good. 

The video production was severe- 
ly limited by a rigid conformity to 
conventional theatre stagings of 
the operetta. The TV sets were 
jammed by the chorus, three-quar- 
|ters of which should have been 
| kept in the wings to be heard and 
/not seen. Some of the mass choral 
| movements tended to induce dizzi- 
ness in their swoop to and away 
‘from the camera lens. On the 
| credit side, however, was the pro- 
duction’s successful accent on in- 
_telligibility of lyrics. 
| 
| 


JUNIOR JAMBOREE 

With Bill Nimmo, Fred Parsons, 
Al Page, Rudy Prihoda 

Producer: Gene Walz 

Writer: Chet Behrman 

45 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., 5:15 
p.m. 

Participating 

WLW-T, Cincinnati 
This juve series, on since the 

|station’s commercial preem early 





pro- | 


too | 


“Broadway in Review,” | 


‘last year, enjoys the highest rating | 


of locally 
| shows. 

Flesh fare. plenty varied and 
juicy with drawing prizes. give- 
aways and other gimmicks. is pre- 
faced by 20 minutes of a kid serial 
movie. 


produced 


Bill Nimmo. and Fred Parsons 
do smoothie emcee chores on 


Al Page, magician, 
feature and Rudy 
fills a spe- 





separate days. 
| is a Monday 
| Prihoda, cartoonist, 
'cialty spot on Thursday. Tuesday 
‘and Wednesday are for school, 
Boy and Girl Scout groups, and 
games and interviews take over on 
Friday. Birthday badges are 
| passed out daily. 


Cola, Velva-Sheen Fritos 
and Tech-Art Co. 
| Besides offering the kind of en- 
tertainment that holds general 
|appeal for the small fry. the old- 
'sters in charge impress them with 
| the daily good deed wae . 
Oll. 


shirts, 








Omaha—WOW has set a tenta- 
tive date, Sept. 1, for opening of 
television operations locally. KMA 


is offering no guess as to when set- 
up will start to function. Both 
practically have towers up and 


buildings being readied. 
t eta 


afternoon | ’ 
an effort to provide 





LORRY RAINE 


“Can't Sleep’’—Decca 
Original record, “It’s Too Late Now” 
Lorry’s record, including “It's Too 


Late Now.” which she introduced, 
are among most played. She's had 
kudos of such national radio 
jockeys as Martin Block, Ted Hus- 
ing, Jack the Bellboy, Leonard 
Feather, et al. 

Radio appearances include Mark 
Warnow’'s “Sound Off,’ “Summer- 


field Bandstand,” “Command Per- 
formance,” ‘California VWelodies,” 
Make Way For Youth” and other 
Lop shows 


TIM GAYLE 
Hotel Sheraton, Detroit 








ART FORD SHOW 

With Joe Bushkin’s Orch, Baby 
Lawrence, Richard Hayes, Joyce 
Indig, guests 


Producer: Ernest Anderson 
Director: Clay Yurdin 

60 Mins.; Sat., 11 p.m. 
Participating 

WPIX, N. Y. 

Radio’s disk-jockey format is 
likely to have hard-sledding on 
television unless some_ drastic 
presentation changes are made. 


It is fairly evident that platter- 
pilot shows will be an expensive 
proposition because of necessity 
of using an orch plus show regu- 
lars who must be called on while 
celebs file into the studio. Re- 
sults as were evident on the Art 
Ford show preem (28) stack up as 
an inexpertly produced vaudeo 
layout, even though it is granted 
that any rehearsal and fancy pro- 
duction would put this kind of 
program in direct competition 
with variety shows. 

The saving factors with Ford’s 


display is the jock’s own glib line | 


of chatter. Ford, fortunately, 
spiels well, makes sense, and has 
a good video personality. He was 
also fortunate in getting a good 
variety of guesters, among whom 
were Fran Warren, Rose Murphy. 
Leo De Lyon, Mel Torme, and 
Bill Lawrence, who after a _ talk- 
over rehearsal let out with a num- 
ber. Inasmuch as. disk-jockeys 
generally consort with bandleaders 
and singers only, they’ll now have 
to widen acquaintance to dancers, 
novelty acts, acrobats, ete. in 
order to get the needed variety 
into their shows. 


Regulars on the, program are 
Baby Lawrence, a good Negro 


dancer; Richard Hayes and Joyce 
Indig. a pair of competent singers, 
and Joe Bushkin’s band which has 
such gifted sidemen as Chubby 
Jackson at the bass and Bobby 
Hackett on the trumpet. The 
regulars are capable of a quarter 
hour’s good entertainment in 
themselves. 

Ford has stunts in 
interesting 
travelling 


several 


He has a 
which projects 


viewing. 
screen 


messages | 


wired to him ‘unfortunately cam- | 


Participating sponsors are Pepsi- | 


| 


eras couldn’t pick up wordage on 
show caught), and gifts for those 
who send in messages. He also 
has the usual telephone calls. 
At one point Ford held onto the 


line for three numbers at the be- | 


hest of the operator, but then 
Danny Kaye got on the phone 
from London. 

Ford has indicated that there 
are possibilities in the deejay 
format, but there’s work to be 
done on it. Jose. 





KSD-TV’s Wide Range 


St. Louis, May 31. 

Television programs broadcast 
by KSD-TV have been received 
frequently in Phoenix, Ariz., 1,300 
air miles away, according to a let- 
ter received from I. W. Brayer, 
owner of a radio-record appliance 
shop there. On May 4 Brayer 
wrote the local station that the 
video and aural signal had been re- 
ceived on Phoenix sets. 

Programs have been received six 
times since May 4. 


‘ ‘ ie 


/come fall. 


MARKET MELODIES 

With Walter Herlihy, Anne Rus- 
sell; guests 

Prods: Art Modell, Milton Roberts 

Director: Bob Doyle 

120 Mins.; Tues. thru Fri., 2 p.m. 

Participating 

WJZ-TV, ABC, N. Y¥. 

“Market Melodies,” ABC .tele- 
vision’s entry in the daytime video 
sweepstakes, is just that—merely 
another entry. Two-hour _ strip, 
comprising the standard how-to-do 
demonstrations and musical inter- 
ludes, will probably corral some of 
the sought-four housewife audi- 
ences, especially since some of the 
other local N. Y. stations formerly 
catering to domestic femmes are 
now carrying baseball pickups. 
Program, however, ofters nothing 
new in the way of format, and, 
with its concentration en amateur 
or semi-pro guest talent. very little 
in the way of entertainment 

Walter Herlihy and Anne Rus- 
sell are co-emcees of the daily ses- 
sions and, on the show caught (25), 
Miss Russell seemed to have the 
best of it. Herlihy handled his in- 
terview chores okay when he was 
talking to another man, such as the 
doctor who gave hints on accident- 
prevention, but appeared ill at ease 
in the presence of the usual bevy 
of women. Miss Russell, an attrac- 
tive and obviously-intelligent gal, 
did her best to keep the conversa- 
tion from lagging in her interviews 
and often succeeded. Two of them 


complemented each other when 
both were on camera and might 
lead the show to better things, 


given a format twist and more ex- 
perience at this type of program 

Talent, tossed in sporadically in 
an apparent effort to change the 
pace, consisted of performers like a 
17-year-old gal singer from a music 
school and a colored blues thrush 
introduced by ex-band leader Noble 
Sissle. Neither had much to offer 
and both were on too long. For an- 


other pace-changer, some poorly- 
selected recordings were played 
over title cards on the screen, 


whieh carried some too-cute verse. 
Cost-saving idea behind the device 
was more obvious than its success. 
Commercials plugged products 
sold at the Grand Union food 
stores and, as presented by the two 
emcees, were okay. Format, if 
nothing else, offered plenty of op- 
portunities for integration of the 
plugs and they should do an ac- 
ceptable selling job. Stal. 


PAR, BIRDIES AND EAGLES 
With Jimmy Hines, Johnny Re- 
volta, Joe Jemsek, Charlie Nash; 

Bob McKee, emcee 
Producer: Herbert Laufman 
30 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. 

ST. ANDREWS, MISSION HILLS 

GOLF COURSES 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Herbert S. Laufman) 

This show is billed as one to 
“take 10 strokes off one’s game” 
and under the mellow tutelage of 
competent golf pros Jimmy Hines 
and Johnny Revolta, it might well 
do just that for duffers. 

Program idea is to cover basic | 
golf instruction over a 13-week 
series, and incidentally attract a 
raft of divot enthusiasts out to the 
sponsoring clubs. Prizes are offered 
to viewers sending in questions 
that can be demonstrated. 

Along with instructions, rules ex- 
perts Joe Jemsek and Charlie Nash 
explain with sketches just how to 
keep it a gentleman’s game. Emcee 
Bob McKee is helpful with queries 
and suggestions. 

Pros Hines and Revolta provide a 
literate exposition of proper stance, 
swing, wrist action and chipping. 
Program winds up with McKee 
making a first class commercial 
pitch that scores a hole-in-one for 
sincerity. 

Camera on preem lagged in spots 
and raeed in others, but the net 
screening was worthwhile 
viewers. Backdrop of golf course 
helped create an outdoor ya 

Mart. 


Delta Ditching ‘O’Toole’; 
‘House’ Due for Renewal 


Chicago, May 31. 
Delta Manufacturing will drop 
ABC-TV’s “That’s O’Toole” June 5, 
Chi-originated 15 minute handi- 
craft show, with little possibility 
that Delta will renew the bankroll 





York, Milwaukee. 

WENR-TV's local screener, “At 
Our House,” is getting its final tele- 
cast June 3, but sponsor Hoover 
Vacuum Cleaners is reported satis- 
fied with the commercial impact of 
program, and is huddling with Leo 
Burnett agency with an eye to a 
September revival. 

Bob Elson will start a 15-minute 
sports comment show on WENR- 
TV June 6, five a week, to replace 
“Uncle Mistletoe,” which the Mar- 
shall Field store will drop June 3. 
The Elson show has no sponsor in 


, sight. 


CANDID CAMERA 

With Allen Funt, others 

Producer: Funt 

30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from New York 

When ABC, at the end of last 
season, dropped Allen’ Funt's 
“Candid Mike” show after a vear’s 
unsuccessful effort to snare a spon- 
sor, it was generally mourned by 
the radio fraternity. It was recog- 
nized as one of the more provoca- 
tive and stimulating of the new ra- 
dio programs. 

Funt has now gone a step 
ther and has revamped the 
for television. His “Candid 
era,” which preemed Sunday 


fur- 
stanza 
Cam- 

29) 


night on NBC-TV in the 7:30-8 pe- 


for | 


} 


riod, is even better as a sight-and- 
sound presentation than it as 
an AM attraction. 

The idea of sneaking up on un- 
Suspecting persons within eye and 
ear shot of hidden camera and 
mike and watching and _ hearing 
them react to Funt’s “planted” in- 
terviews comes off as a natural for 
video. The possibilities are limit- 
less. Certainly on the initial pro- 
gram the unguarded participants 
and “victims” of Funt’s assorted 
roving assignments “wrote the 
script,” bringing to “Candid Cam- 
era” the sought-for informality and 
unpredictable quality that "made 
“Candid Mike” interesting listen- 
ing. 

Obviously edited down to elim- 
inate the dull stretches and “stage 
waits,” Funt’s initial series of 
quences moved merrily along. 
These included interviews with a 
couple of five-year-old kids on the 
subject of how to prevent wars: 
Funt installing himself as a refund 
clerk at S. Klein’s bargain - base- 
ment department store in N. Y. to 
pick up the conversation pieces of 
three dames returning merchan- 
dise; the reaction of a crowd to the 
supposed arrival .of a film star on a 
resident street, and sounding out 
an 86-year-old woman on_ what 
she’d do with a pocketbook found 
on the sidewalk containing $17,000 
It’s to Funt’s credit and alertness 
that he didn’t miss a trick. 

The “candid” stuff, of course. is 
filmed, and screened in full view 
of a small, select audience ‘also 
visible to the teieviewers), with in- 
terspersed studio shots. It’s in the 
“live” segments, however, that 
Funt’s format falls short. Aside 
from giving him an opportunity to 
introduce audience celebs (John 
Garfield, Margo, Norman Corwin 
and his wife, Katharine Locke, 
among others, on the first show), 
and bringing in a couple of the 
“candid” victims for prize payoffs, 
the studio bits serve no useful pur- 
pose. Rather, they disrupt the in- 
formal and spontaneous atmos- 
phere achieved by the candid cam- 
era shots. 

_ In the overall picture, the fault 
is not a major one. Experimenta- 
tion should produce a more natural 
dovetailing of live and filmed 


was 


Se- 


episodes. Funt, actually, has a win- 


ning presentation. Rose. 





FARM PICTURE 

With Bill Givens, Guests 
15 Mins., Tue., 6:35 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Program features WGY's farm 
director and leading agriculturists 
in a video version of longtime 
broadcasts presented by General 
Electric Co. It carries over, and in 
some cases notably expands, angles 
of the radio shows. Two, presented 
sometime ggo with Ed. W. Mitchell, 
veteran GY farm adviser, con- 
cerned pruning and grafting. Both 
demonstrated the advantages 
which television holds over radio. 
Mitchell not only told how the op- 
erations should be performed but 
did them himself. He revealed that 
he possesses an effective video per- 
sonality for rural educationals. 
When the farmer audience in- 
creases, he could be featured on a 
weekly telecast. 

Several originations dealing with 
Jandscaping and lawn planning— 
handled by men from a New Jer- 
sey agricultural college—revealed 
imagination in the use of video to 
project instruction. They had ap- 
peal to city viewers, too. The 
roundtables and discussion panels 
are not as impressive, one reason 


| being that many of the participants 


\ ‘incline to stiffness. 
Agency is Hoffman & 


are amateurs in television. They 
Presumably, 
development ~ of techniques by 
WRGB and added video experience 
by the experts are necessary. The 
Schenectady County Farm Bureau 
agent proved an exception. He 
photographed well and talked flu- 
ently, while illustrating one simple 
method of testing soil. Chap rates 
a repeat date. 

Bill Givens is the slickest looking 
WGY personality to work on 
WRGB. He appears a trifle too citi- 
fied for a farm director, but GE o- 
ficials say tillers of the soil recog- 


nize he knows the business. Good- 
looking young man is modishly 
dressed and carefully made up. 
j Jaco. 
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-and 
| the ) 
As any child with a television set can 


tell you—new and important 





sponsors are cropping up every day 


0) 
Limcoln- othe CBS Television Network 


And for good reasons: 





CBS-TYV advertisers have the largest 


average audience of all the networks. 


Mercury CBS-TYV advertisers have 5 of the 10 


largest-audience programs in Television 


—four of them CBS package programs. 


° o ° | 
lViSlOnN CBS-TV advertisers have scored the 
highest sponsor-identification in 
Television. 


‘That’s why value-conscious advertisers” 
of soap and soup and motor oil, 
of appliances and cigarettes, tea and 


paper towels...indeed the whole gamut 


of modern business is now on (BS TV 


*To date the list of CBS-TV Network Advertisers and programs 
includes: Ballantine, Tournament of Champions; Barbasol, 
Weekly News Review; Electric Auto-Lite, Suspense; 
Ford Dealers, Thru the Crystal Ball; Ford Motor Company, 
Ford Theater; General Foods, The Goldbergs; General Electric, 
Fred Waring Show; Gillette Safety Razor, Kentucky Derby, Preakness 
end Belmont; Gulf Oil, We, the People; Liggett & Myers Tob., 
Godfrey & His Friends; Lincoln-Mercury, Toast of the Town; 


Vj Y, Thomas Lipton, Inc., Talent Scouts; Popsicles, Lucky Pup; 
ff f Oldsmobile, CBS News; Philip Morris Co., Ltd., Preview; 
N \ Philips Packing Co., Lucky Pup; Pioneer Scientific Corp., 
; Masters of Magic; Scott Towel Co., Dione Lucas; U.S. Rubber, 


Lucky Pup; Westinghouse, Studio One; Whitehall Phar. Co., 
Mary Kay & Johnny; Wine Advisory Board, Dione Lucas. 








Compan 
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Religion, Rhumba Defer on Panama 
Radio to Vital Info on Lottery, Nags 


By SEYMOUR N. SEIGEL + 
 KWIK Goes Bankrupt 


(Director, WNYC, N. Y.) 
Colon, May 17. | 
Panama has a dozen or so radio Hollywood, May 31. | 
stations and on Sundays from 11 Burbank Broadcasters, _* ov, 
: pPrators of KWIK, has been force 
( 20 all are coordinated when ‘ 0 
om sie se ees into bankruptcy by its creditors 








religion and rhumba give way tO attorney Leslie S. Bowden has 
the weekly reports of the national been elected trustee in bankruptcy 
lottery winners. There is also @ and has been given permission by 
high degree of cooperation be- Referee Hunt to operate the sta- | 
tween the radio stations Saturday tion 

and Sunday afternoons, when sev- Station has approximately $80,- 





eral unite in reporting 
races. Station owners feel the: 
rendering a high degree of public 


the horse- 000 in secured and unsecured debts 


are 


and taxes 





BEN LUDLOW 


service to the community, since 
about 20% of the population de- 
rives a livelihood directly or in- MUSIC 


“ee Tele Time Sales 


directly from the national Candlelight Review—NBC-TV 








and almost everyone else . Call the Police—CBS 
in for the results. The facilities Scattergood Baines—MBS 
for playing the ponies in Colon Boom in Columbus GEE: RAMOS GRRE NE Ane = 
with the races taking place 50 
miles away in Panama City (west Columbus, May 31. 
coast) would put American stock Television is booming saleswise N T Bi 
exchanges to shame. in this newly-opened market. With ew e e 1Z 

Local programs consist mainly “more than $70,000 gross on the 





of Latin-American music and paid hooks” after eight weeks of opera- 


religious material, but two of the tion and the time sales curve WENR-TV, Chi, reported an- 
stations cooperate with the U. S. mounting steadily, officials of nouncements for Sunbeam Corp. 
State Dept., and the Metropolitan wyw-c, the Crosley TV outlet ,, ; Thawninetane avanres Tint 

P is rebroadcast fia tran- ; ‘ : through Perrin-Paus agency; Unit- 
Opera is rebroadcast via a here, are encouraged at so much 


ed Artists through Fisher Associ- 
ates: Pure-Filter through Louis 
Smith agency; Nielsen’s Restaurant 
through Guenther - Bradford 
agency; Chicago Motor Club 
through Agency Service Corp., and 
Croyden China Co. through Deuss- 
Gordon agency. 

WNBQ., Chi, announced partici- 
pations for Chicago Motor Club 
through Agency Service Corp. for 
13 weeks. 

WGN-TV, Chi, reported that Bal- 
aban & Katz will sponsor six film 
announcements through M. M. 
Fisher agency. 

Hudson Motor Car Co., through 
Brooks, Smith, French & Dorrance 
ordered three spots weekly on 
WXYZ-TV, Detroit, effective June 
5 for 26 weeks. 

Borden Co., through Young and 
Rubicam, purchased two_ spots 
weekly on WXYZ-TV, Detroit, ef- 
fective July 7, for 13 weeks. 

A. S. Beck Shoe Co. renewed its 
participation in WXYZ - TV’s 
“Charm Time” program for an ad- 
ditional 13 weeks. 
through Dorland, Inc. 

WEWS, Cleveland: “Linn Shel- 
don Show” pantomime, Rogers Jew- 
elry Co. 39-week renewal, 15-mins. 
Wed. and Fri. Agency, Clifford & 
Thomas, Akron. Watkins Furni- 
ture, minute spots, three-months. 
Gerst Adv., J. Allen Weber, Weath- 
er-Proof Co., Berry Construction, 
participation. 

WNBK, Cleveland: spots to Tele- 
vision Mart, McNally-Doyle Co. 
Blaushild Motors, Metropolitan 
Buick, Watkins Furniture, and 
Thistledown Racing Assn. 


scription to a large and apprecia- 
tive audience, if a spot check can 
be believed.-Commercials in Span- 
ish are apparently as effective aS que Oct. 1, ig already signing up 
the American variety since Luck- time buyers 
ies, Coca-Cola and Pepsi make full At the ihuae WLW-C secured 
use of spots. In some instances, exclusive rights to telecast the 77 
local spots may be had for 40c, and anne cain: of the Columbus Red 
it is not uncommon for 50 spots Birds ‘and sold the time to the 
to be heard an hour. Burger Brewing Co. of Cincinnati. 

The Panamanian housewife is Baseball was parlayed into a three- 
just as keen on soapers as her way schnitzelbank of hot dogs, po- 
American counterpart and these tato chips and beer when Schmidt 
are often a combination of all the packing Co. picked up the tab for 
good and bad elements of network 4 10-minute, pre-game “Dugout 
crime and mystery jobs. Local lis- pope” player-interview program 
teners must like sound effects, be- and Seyfert’s Potato Chips bought 
cause a casual listener 1s 1M~- another 10-minute preceder called 
pressed with the large number of “Fans in the Stands.” in which an- 
gunshots as well as the heavy use yjouncer Tom Gleba interviews the 
of chimes and fanfares in many fans. 
of the programs. Three programs have been inked 

American residents tune in Chi- @guring the three-week _ period. 
cago, Fort Worth and Cincinnati Bavarian Brewing Co., of Cincin- 
at night with unpredictable re- nati, bought the half-hour Satur- 
sults. Military listen a great deal to day night “Midwestern Hayride” 
the local AFRS station, which uses which originates from WLW-T; 
Hollywood-produced disks among Westgate Electric Co., here, which 
other excellent offerings. This also has purchased spots, will pick 
would seem a topnotch place for yp the tab for a two-hour AAU 
FM but there is no indication that poxing show to originate from Cen- 
the present plant will be junked. tray YMCA June 7, and Ironrite 
Strangest phenomenon in the froner and Westgate Electric are 
midst of indescribable poverty and splitting the coin for a 10-minute 
slums is the presence of large con- homemaking film on Tuesdays. 
sole combinations being paid for Spot announcements have been 
over period of 120 weeks. Local pacted with Cayton, Inc. (Pola- 
boys think sales of tele sets would roid), New York: Allied Food In- 
be simple but production of Pro- qustries, Perth Amboy, N. J.; 
grams would preclude any TV in Budd & Co., Columbus jewelers: 
the forseeable future. | Thompson Realty, Columbus; Ben- 

Five -minute news, Monday 


rae Watch — “ Nig > S. od 
FCC CLAIMS RIGHT T0 Industries (oor waxers), yong | pepe hg tag 4 Chg ig Roane 
DELAY PAR DETROIT BID : bus; Kool-Vent Awning Co. ‘ional Bank, Fuller Smith Oss. 


. Washington, May 31. | In id T | > = 
aramount Pictures’ arguments | 

in support of an appeal for review | SI e e evision 
by the U. S. Court of Appeals of an 
FCC order, granting a Detroit tel- | 
evision permittee additional time 
to construct its station, were called 
“a facade of unsubstantiated as- 
sumption” in a brief filed by FCC 
last week with the court. 

Par has challenged the Commis- 
sion order as improper and unfair 
toward its subsidiary, United De- 
troit Theatres Corp., whose appli- 
cation has been kept pending be- Hollywood television producers are boiling over practice of some of 
cause of issues involving multiple the Coast teevee stations which are inserting spot commercials in their 
ownership. A proposed decision | Shows but not remunerating packagers in any way. 
by FCC lLolds that Par controls grab chance to get blurb planted in a show which gives them the benefit 
DuMont and is therefore ineligible Of the program at only spot cost. Producers feel that they get little 
for additional stations, since the enough from stations as it is without having sponsor buried in show 
two companies together have the and having the budget upped. 
limit of five. 

The Commission told the court 
it was completely within its au- 
thority in granting a time exten- 
sion to WXYZ and in holding up 
Par’s application and that the two 
actions have no relationship. 


muscle in their early operation and 
optimistic for the future. WBNS- 
TV, Columbus Dispatch — station 








CBS has refused to allow IMPPRO to peddle “Cases of Eddie vrake” 
telepix which firm has made to web specifications. IMPPRO, anxious 
to get the 13 films off the shelf, has requested that CBS turn series 
over to them to sell. Nei, to date, has not found a firm to pick up the 
tab, but will hold pix for own sales staff to handle. IMPPRO brought 
the 13 pix in for $109,200, averaging $8,400 per picture; $11,700 over 
the $97,500 web paid for films. IMPPRO will split all coin collected 
by CBS after web makes initial nut. CBS asking price for series is the 
$97,500 it put into deal. 





! 





As a direct result of newsreel films shown over WFIL-TV, Philly, the 
Philadelphia, during its spring recruiting drive. 


ployment Service, in a letter to the station said that 101 persons visited 





Force recruiters interviewing applicants for various positions. 


Altes Brewing Det. Tab 
Detroit, May 31. 
Altes Brewing Co., Detroit, and 
$an Diego, will begin June 11 
sponsorship of a Saturday series of 
National Fastball League games to 
be telecast on WXYZ-TV. 


such highly specialized personnel as Japanese interpreters, physicians, 
dentists and electronic instructors. Response was so gratifying, re- 
cruiters were able to return directly to their posts without extending 
drive to other cities. 





Production of the 1,000,000th television picture tube at RCA’s Lan- 
i ) caster, Pa., plant is to be marked Tuesday (7) with a special TV pro- 
Opening telecasts will feature. gram over the entire NBC-TV network. Salute, titled “A Magic Mil- 
the Atles Lager Beer fastball lion.” will trace the development of video, depicting its scientific phe- 
team and the Briggs Beautyware nomena and its impact on the American scene. 
team. Latter team was 1948 world Show, to be aired at 9:30 p.m., will also be timed with the inaugura- 
champions. Business was placed tion of WGAL-TV, Lancaster, the country’s newest station. NBC staff 
through the McCann-Erickson announcer Ben Grauer will roam through the tube plant with TV 
agency. ‘cameras to show the actual manufacture of kinescope tubes. 


Contract made. 


Sponsors naturally | 


Air Force was able to fill its quota for qualified technical personnel in | 
C. Pierce Taylor, district manager for the Pennsylvania State Em-. 
the recruiting office after seeing the video newsreel which pictured Air | 


Added feature of the newsreel’s pull was the fact that it called for. 


Inside Stuf—Radio 





The Kern Materials Co. is being troubled by the par 
tion of a commercial doing so well that the sponsor has to a 
|listeners to stop buying. The outfit, which sells construction era to 
picks up the tab on the Martin Agronsky co-op over KPMC. Baker rier, 
Cal., ABC outlet. Stanza brought in so much biz that for a sake — 
period the backer used plugs announcing that no new orders cede 
taken. Contrary dialers, however, continued to flood the firm with ce 


adoxical situa. 





Recently a cabinet member was in Seattle and was schedul 
an interview on the weekly “News Conference” on KJR. 
state senator was taking the cabinet member around and brought hi 
into the Press Club, where the program is done. The senator fener 
diately explained how the visiting celebrity’s schedule was tight: thas 
he had only 15 minutes to spare. “This program is 15 minutes. isn’t ito” 
he asked. When told that the program was 30 minutes he Said: “That 
can’t be. No one listens to the radio for a half hour.” ‘ 
said Bob Ackerley, KJR newsman, 
week for a half hour.” 


ed for 
A Washington 


a “Well, senator,” 
you were on this program |ast 


WNEW, N. Y., grabbed itself a fast beat by airing a transcription of 
the Rita Hayworth-Aly Khan wedding at 2 p.m. Friday (27). The cere- 
mony, conducted in French, was recorded by the North American 
Service of the French Broadcasting System. Miss Hayworth was heard 
saying, “I’m so very happy. I wish I could say it in French but I can't,” 
but Aly Khan’s comment was drowned out by the crowd's shouts. Lou- 
ella Parsons was heard on the broadcast and Ben Smith was the 
announcer. 

New York was a quiet town over Decoration Day weekend, but not 
for thesper Walter Vaughn. Film Classics’ ‘“C-Man,” in which he ap- 
pears, opened Friday (27) at the Rialto and UA’s “Jigsaw,” another pie 
in which he plays, started at the Mayfair the following day. 

Saturday eve the freelancer was on CBS’ “Gangbusters,” and Sunday 
on NBC’s “Henry Morgan Show.” Wrapping up a busy holiday weekend 
were rehearsals for an appearance on NBC-TV’s “Fireside Theatre” 
last night (Tues.). 

Heidy, story teller on ‘“Here’s Heidy” over WOR, N. Y.. has waxed 
a transcribed series to plug Jewish Book Week late this fall. Titled 
“Americans All,” the platters feature adaptations of tales from Jewish 
folklore and history and will be syndicated to stations across the 
country. The Jewish Book Council of America, which is sponsored 
by the Jewish Welfare Board, conceived the project. 

Settlement of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
strike against the Yankee Network has implications for the American 
Federation of Radio Actors, which cooperated during the walkout by 
refusing to cross picket lines. Agreement will permit announcers to 
spin their own records and ride again at the control board on disk 
shows and when standing by on Mutual programs. Point disputed by 
IBEW had been whether the engineers would be fired because an- 
nouncers were being assigned the function of riding gain. Settlement 
calls for no engineering firings or wage cuts. In addition, announcers 
won't be given the operating functions until the engineers are absorbed 
by television. 


Robin Hood’ TV Cartoon ALLISON, CALLAHAN 
Horwood way 31. | QUT AT CINCY’S WLW-1 


Realm Productions has complet- | 
Cincinnati, May 31. 


ed initial tele film in a proposed ; : 
series titled “Adventures of Robin Milton F. Allison, who created a 
Hood.” Film is an animated car- | S#Prise in local radio circles by 
toon, and is tailored to a 15-minute TeS!891ng last _ week _ sales — 
slot. “Robin Hood” cost Realm | 28° of WLW-T, will be in Chicago 
$4,000 to make. }and New York this week for con- 
Real ia os ferences on a new affiliation. 
tealm will issue the series on a | His 17-month service with the 
short-term lease at cost in order | Ty station was his second with the 
to break even and reap profit from Crosley Broadcasting Corp. Allis 
subsequent playings. Plans are to son came eres in October 1947, 


release pix with 30-day clearance. from KMBC, Kansas City, where 


| he was promotion manager and was 

GLETT NAMED TV sales promotion director of WLW, 

bp a he filled yr Pier = 

| en he became an officer in tne 

| HEAD FOR DON LEE Navy and after the war joined 

WPEN, Philadelphia, as sales man- 
Hollywood, May 31. | ager. 

Don Lee television setup created Allison’s resignation was an- 
the new post of veepee in charge | nounced with that of Walter Calla- 
of the operation, and named han from the WLW-T sales staff. 
Charles Glett titular head. He has Callahan is a Cincy radio vet. He 
| been managing director of Motion | started with WFBE before it be- 
| Picture Center, rental studio, and,came WCPO and_ switched to 
| was formerly with David Selznick | WSAI in 1937. 


F Se and studio manager. | 
e will supervise TV for KTSL, | 
eg ter ga future stations on | Parks to M.C. Marathon TV 
e network. a * J 
usic’ Show for Cancer 


His appointment doesn’t disturb 
current personnel on KTSL. Philadelphia, May 31. 


| Bert Parks, master of ceremo 
nies for ABC’s “Stop the Music 


Kine ‘Murderous’ To program, will emcee a marathon 
" TV show here Saturday night (4) 
Talent—Dorothy Kirsten 


to help the Cancer Crusade reac 
its $500,000 quota in the Philadel- 

Dorothy Kirsten, east for some | phia area. Program will emanate 
concerts before returning to Holly-| from the stage of the Academy 0 
wood as summer replacement on| Music and will be telecast over the 
Kraft Music Hall, is another in the | three Philadelphia — stations— 
many east-west troupers who have | WFIL-TV, WCAU-TV and WPTZ. 
a dread of “what the kinescope Special telephone arrangements 
| does to us out there.” “There”! have been made to enable Parks 
meaning Hollywood. to acknowledge the contributions. 

Seeing the top variety programs) Among the guests scheduled to 
| Kinescoped on the Coast, talent; @ppear are Paul Whiteman, Ca 
persists that the film transmuta-| Calloway and Eddie White. In 8 
tions are “murderous.” Technolog- | dition to the entertainment, — 
ically they're deficient, and while | Merchants have donated prizes r 
“some radio and television people | contributors. The Parks or 
in Hollywood are right in stating | telecast will follow a special io 
that, even with all its shortcom-| entation of “Stop the Music at t 
ings, it’s superior to what is pres-| Academy, given for the benefit "4 
ently originating on the Coast,’ | the Overbrook Park congregation 
Says Miss Kirsten, none the less | building fund. The audience W! 
she, like other top names, doesn’t | be invited to remain for the 
think it is worth it. show. 


_NBC and CBS top echelon per- 
sists that by the fall the kinescope 
technique will have improved con- 
siderably. Others concede that, ne 
technologically, TV hasn’t kept suites at .fotel Statler are now sap 
pace with the medium’s progress joying television programs, ins 
in other divisions, most notably , lation of the sets having been co 

| programming. ‘pleted last week. 











| 











St. L. Statler Goes Video 
St. Louis, May om 
Guests in all corner rooms # 
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FMA Praises WPEN’S 
NAB Bowout; Criticizes 


Its ‘Anemic’ FM Stance’ 


Washington, May 31. 


_ benefit of pre-tested film commer- 
cials under a plan being worked 


Resignation of WPEN, Phila-| 


delphia, from the NAB, drew left- 
2d praise 
ge oi Latter agreed that the 
proadcasting business has become 
too large for one trade organiza- 
tion, but wasn’t so keen about the 
gtation’s remarks about FM. 
In a letter to Edward C. Obrist, 
eneral manager of WPEN and its 
M auxiliary, FMA prexy William 
E. Ware took issue with Obrist’s 
statement that “few, if any, metro- 
olitan stations are interested in 
M. since their big going concern 
problems are AM problems.” Ware 
said this was “‘self-admission that 
ou are not interested in FM.” 
ne FCC, he said, should investi- 
gate the qualifications of “all such 
disinterested persons’ to operate 
FM stations. 
Ware said that 


several major 


manufacturers are gearing up for | 


production of FM-only re- 


mass : 
“An AM operator without 


ceivers. 


last week from the | 


| 


| 
| 


FM facilities stands to lose a good | 


chunk of his audience when these 


sets go into millions of homes,” he | 


declared. 





Nellie Brady’s ‘Remember’ 


Becomes KDKA Theme 


Pittsburgh, May 31. 

Years ago Nellie Brady was the 
featured pianist on daily KDKA 
“Strollers” program, which starred 
Glenn Riggs, now one of NBC’Ss top 
announcers. She was stricken with 
paralysis and had to retire from 
the show. Only recently Miss 
Brady has been able to use her 
legs partly again, and has been 
spending her convalescence writing 
songs. 

Last week, in the third of the 
amateur songwriting trials at the 
Copa, Miss Brady’s tune, “Will You 
Remember,” was picked as the cur- 
rent winner and will compete in 
the finals late in June. A couple 
of days later, Al Marsico, who has 
the orchestra on the long-running 
“Memory Time” program on 
KDKA, announced that he was go- 
ing to use the Brady song as his 
themer in the future. 


Mills Music Co. is sponsoring 
the Copa contest. Disk jocks and 
well-known musicians are the 
judges, and winning song will be 
published, recorded and given an 
all-out treatment by the publishing 
house. 





‘Hallmark Playhouse’ 
Taking 13-Week Rest 


Kansas City, May 31. 

“Hallmark Playhouse,’ Thursday 
10 p.m. dramatic show on CBS, 
takes a 13-week summer hiatus be- 
ginning next week. Final show of 
the current series will guest star 
Paul Lukas in “I Like It Here” 
June 2. Since last September the 
shc-y has had James Hilton, novel- 
ist and screen writer, as host and 
narrator. 

Sponsored by Hall Bros. for Hall- 
mark greeting cards, “Playhouse” 
Was originated last June as a sum- 
mer replacement for ‘“Reader’s Di- 
gest Radio Edition.” Listener 
ratings improved during the sum- 
mer, and format with Hilton in 
m.c. niche and weekly name guest 
was adopted last September. 


Same staff, with Dee Englebach 
88 producer-director; Lyn Murray, 
Musical director; Hilton and others 
are scheduled to be on hand when 

~~" tool resumes over CBS 


a 


Polio Treatment Via TV 
: Detroit, May 31. 
WWJ-TV last week put on a dem- 
onstration of the use of hot packs 
raed Physical therapy in treating a 
Victim of infaniile paralysis. 
Pn Cameras were focused on 
€n-year-old Douglas Berman. 
a : treatments he received to re- 
— the muscles in his affected 
. — and chest were demonstrated 
+ rs. Charles G. Jennings, Wil- 
vee H. Blodgett and Carleton 
Cri n, director of the Michigan 
aad we. ieee ‘ommission, 
Revepine arie Reichert, physical 


Fran Harri 
Moderator. 8, of WWJ-TV, was 





MULL PRE-TESTED 


out by film 
Betzer, 
ducers. 
industrial clients to pre-test their 
film messages for salesmen is the 


now in blueprint stage. 


FILM COMMERCIALS 


| 

Chicago, May 31. | 
Tele audiences may get the’ ; 
promotion, 


director Joseph G. 
of Sarra, Inc., film pro- 


Sarra’s present offer to according 


Robert Laws Named | 

ABC Western Sales Mer. 
San Francisca, May 31. 

Robert F. Laws, omens sales - 

advertising and pub-| 

licity manager for ABC’s KGO 


here, has been named sales man- 
ager of ABC’s western 


made by Frank Samuels, newly ap- C-: 


pointed v.p. in charge of the net- 


ager of sales promotion for KGO. 











der the 


division, Co. Principal 


an announcement 


Norwich, Conn.—WNOC has 
changed call letters to WICH un- 
new ownership of 
Eastern Connecticut Broadcasting 
owners 
Deme, general manager; 
Noyes and Clifford C. Oat, co- 
publishers of the Norwich Bulletin- 


chairman of the NAB Sales Mana- 


CIRCLING THE KILOGYCLES 











No. 9 and No. 10. 
the s 





are John 


Harrison Mugg Matty Brescia 


dusky as traffic manager 


gers Committees in Doth Districts 


Memphis — Memphis’ VARIETY 
unanimously 
elected chairman of the Memphis 
Chapter, American Veterans Com- 


first step in the eventual pattern. work’s western division. Laws Record newspapers. mittee. Brescia served 38 months 
Betzer indicated that much com-. steps into the position vacated —— in the — Relations Section of 

mercial waste would be avoided when Samuels assumed the gen- Wichita Hale Bondurant, ‘e AAF. 

by TV clients using film for spot eral managership of the division. formerly sales manager of WHO, _ 

announcements if selected audi- Laws returns to ABC after hav- oes Moines and ex-manager of Erie, Pa.—John Rossiter has 

ences were subjected to con-| ing served since the summer of | \) PC; Bloomington, Ill. has been been named sales manager of 

trolled post - showing analysis. | 1948 as iiaes id ajver, | wane d manager of WFBI here,! WICU-TV here Other personnel 

which would measure selling im iain taupneee fas Wadeen Wie ae effective July 1. He presently changes include appointment of 

2 re hee é “ae. E ane 3 ico. e nrs cre ‘v-ftreasurer . . 1] i lav " , , . 
pact of film commercials. Plan is joined ABC in April, 1944, as man- ii a ge po Pye Be gw naga Mle See 











& 








YOUR TIMEKEEPER with Bill Herson 
WRG, Washington 

6:00-9:30 AM Monday through Saturday 

Available on participation basis 


246,500 people hear Herson each week 
$7% more than the next disk jockey 
Herson’s cost per 1,000 listeners—5&8¢ 
Other Washington morning men: 
A-$1.46; B-$1.05; C-76¢; D-74¢; E-$2.00 
Herson pulled 44,000 Xmas toys for needy 


Herson’s ‘‘Who’s Who”’ contest pulled 
4,950 requests 


One client says ‘‘a master salesman’”’ 
Only $22.50 per announcement 

A few availabilities now open 
Hurry! 





THE CHANTICLEER with Ed W, Mitchell 
and Charles John Stevenson 

WGY, Schenectady 
6:15-7:00 AM Monday through Saturday 
Available on participation basis 


Hooper doesn’t get up this early 

WGY listeners do 

48,227 pieces of mail in 12 months 

Success after success 

‘Results were swell’’ (Client A) 

“‘Pulled 1,054 requests for booklet with 
seven announcements”’ (Client B) 

“One campaign sold 4,194 $4 to $7 items”’ 
(Client C) 7 

“Only program renewed in list of 47” 
(Client D) 

Only $25 per announcement 

Convinced ? 








KOA HOME FORUM with Lora Price 
KOA, Denver : 
11:00-11:15 AM Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 
11:00-11:30 AM Tuesday and Thursday 
Available on participation basis 


Home economics, child care and fashions 

Nationally-known guests 

Lora’s a Denver McBride 

20 announcements produced 3,182 dollar 
bills for one client 

Clients say: ‘‘Particularly impressed’’ 

*‘Absolutely perfect’’ 

“Splendid job” 

Heavily promoted and merchandised 

Listeners from Canada to Mexico 

$36 per participation 





WOMAN ’S CLUB OF THE AIR 
with Mildred Funnell 
WTAM, Cleveland 
9:30-10:00 AM Monday through Friday 
Available on participation basis 





Thirteen years a WTAM feature 
Mildred a radio personality since 1930 


Each show has different theme of distaff 
interest 


Guests: fashions, food, health, theater 
One offer pulled 4,240 requests 

“‘Mighty fine response’”’ (a satisfied client) 
Precedes Fred Waring 

$50 per participation 








NBC SPOT SHOWCASE 


NEWS AT NOON 
with Charles F. McCarthy 
WNBC, New York 
12:00-12:15 PM Monday through Friday 


Available on program basis 


A mail-pulling newscast 

10,000 booklet requests in 5 days 

Cost-per-inquiry for one sponsor—8%¢ 

McCarthy famed NBC newsman 
“Unofficial McCarthy Reaction’’ a popular 

feature 

Complete late news 

World-wide team of NBC correspondents 
Highest rated mid-day newscast in N. Y. 
225 for 3 programs per week 








eae 





Your NBC Spot salesman has dozens 
of similar radio shows to select from... 
just the right one for your client. 


NBC SPOT SALES 


representing radio stations: 


WMBC ... « «6 & « Mew Yoru 
WMAQ - . . . . - . Chicago 
WAM « » @ & & & See 


WR. « «6 6 & © « Wenge 


KNBC ¢ é © ©» @ Gen Frances 
wees 6% Se Se Denver 


WGY o« @« 6 « Sehenetiedy 
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Radioland’s Mail Reaction 


| 
Continued from page 29 ee 5 











And it only costs a few 
of the ‘blind’ question on the | pennies to answer each note.” 
sianza. dialers objecting to the Another advantage of the service 
fart that the answer wasn’t given is that it minimizes chances of 
in advance. As a result the feature | lawsuits, O’Donnell stresses, point- 
was dropped. | ing proudly to the fact that none 

Outhoopering The Hoopers of his clients has ever been vi¢- 

timized by a suit. The explanation 
penned by fans are the is that all gripes, founded or not, 
best index of a program’s health, are given sympathetic attention. A 


wed a growing criticism | loyal. 


NI 44 
VOLES 


O'Donnell —o giving = ney apedl fan who beets that his questi-_n 
dication of a broadcast's pull than ean waned without evedit ts tek 
the rating services. They rev eal about the many others who previ- 
just what elements | and routines ously submitted the query and is 
whet the fans’ appetites. invited to inspect the records. Cor- 


Recently thousands of missives yespondence is kept up until the 
were sent in to “20 Questions” 0n ¢ystomer is satisfied—the biggest 
the subject of whether Martin exchange in the files being 27 
Luther was more famous as 4 Jjetters to one persistent fan. 
theologian or a composer. The O'Donnell got into the mass fan 
same series also provoked an ava- mail biz four years ago through 
Janche of gripes when emcee Bill “29 Questions,” which his Radio- 
Slater said that Casey Jones was Jand magazine backed. When Ron- 
a mythical character (the prexy Of son took over sponsorship, it kept 
a railroad wrote in that his com- gn Radioland’s mail answering 
pany is paying a pension to Jones’ | staff. Today the outfit has grown 
widow), After researching the to 40 permanent employees and as 
question, O'Donnell explained to many as 120 persons are hired for 
fans that the “Casey Jones” song special campaigns. Expansion re- 
was in American folklore before quired moving the firm from New 
Casey Jones, the real engineer, York to Hollis, L.I., where many 
died in a train wreck. retired civil service and post office 

“A sponsor can’t be expected to workers live. 




















know all these things,’ O’Donnell 
says. “But he can be a gentleman, ial i 
if not a scholar.” H 
Key to Radioland’s service is ayes 
personalizing the letters replying Continued from page 27 === 


to listeners’ epistles and requests 


for tickets. “My service wins the return of network president 
friends for the _ advertisers,” Frank Stanton from Europe in mid- 
O'Donnell explains. “Sponsors June. 


Others mentioned for the post 
have been ruled out by their own 


spend millions to establish contact 
with new customers. Investing a 
bit more to answer each note sent or network admissions. Jack Van 
in makes certain that the goodwill , Volkenberg, who was slated for the 
is consolidated and listeners kept western division job before it was 
given to Thornburgh is said by the 
— .; network te be too important to its 
television operation to be moved 
New Mex to the Coast, while Howard 
Meighan, v.p. and general execu- 
tive, prefers to remain in the east, 
having recently bought a home. 
Understood that Thornburgh’s 
Philly salary will be around $50,000 
a year and referring to term of the 
contract, he said, “Ill be there a 
long time.’ He closed the deal 
with Robert McLean, publisher of 
the Philadelphia Bulletin, on a trip 
east last week. As prexy of 
WCAU, he'll head up radio, FM 




















——-_, continued from page 29 


WJZ, to 


—— 
has 
so- 


use these channels 
been given meanwhile under 
called “special service authoriza- 
tion’—a temporary arrangement 
which must be renewed quarterly. 
KOB has been on SSA for some 
eight years and WJZ claims the 
operation cuts off over five million 
listeners from its primary service 
pa a ‘and television. 

ABC informed the Commission Leon Levy stayed on as presi- 


that delay in reaching a decision dent after he and his brother, Isaac 
on the KOB-WJZ case has deprived p. Levy, sold the siniiaen for $6.- 
the public of the service to which | 500,000. Station is a 50,000-watter 
it is entitled on 1030. However, it on clear channel. 


said, the key to the use of the chan- who built up WCAU and headed its 


nel lies in returning it to KOB management since 1924, explained | 


whose “temporary” operation On press of personal and outside busi- 
770 too well demonstrates “the | ness for their withdrawals. 


natural desire of a diligent broad-_| . ‘oi i 
caster to a perfect a limit@d grant.” PR geen Se ae ae 
KGA’s routine request to stay on jater became assistant to Leslie 
1030 also brought opposition from Atlass. v.p. in charge of Columbia's 
KUTA, Salt Lake City, which central division. He moved to the 
wants the channel to enable it to Coast in June, 1936, to take over 
have a 50 kw station in place of operation of the CBS western skein 
the 5 kw operation it now has on and KNX, purchased from Guy 
750 ke. KUTA pointed out that|Farle. Thornburgh is the only net- 
KGA’s license calls for the use of work exec to be a bank director, 
de ce bot i oy serving on the directorate of Citi- 
nadia enna at night. zens Trust and Savings. 
KUTA contended that KGA is uss : 
ing the SSA to ease on to regular 
operation of 1030 and that to allow Boston—Harold L. Segal, for- 
it to stay on the channel gives it merly of the sales staff of WTAO, 
an unfair advantage over other Cambridge. has joined the sales 
staff of WCOP, Hub ABC outlet. 





1030 ke applicants. 





OHIO STATE 


SPECIAL AWARD 


To WOV ano 


The Institute for Democratic Education 


"THE MAN NEXT Door’ Be 


"A pioneering effort an authoritati 
i ¥ thoritat 
human series of programs which wet gly 
cratic tradition and fight prejudice and discrimina 


Be 


NEW YORK 


in 
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Oldie liilelsela medi 


FRENCH GET THEIR AIR 
‘QUEEN’ VIA RADIO LUX 


Paris, May 31. 
A French adaptation of “Queen 
for a Day,” has been incepted here 
by Radio Luxembourg, Louis Mer- 
lin its rep, having bought the rights 
to the show from Ray Morgan dur- 
ing his recent trip to the U. S. 


Show was held for the first time 
at Salle Gaveau May 25, with Jean 
Nohain as emcee. Show is operated 
in Paris on lines similar to Holly- 
wood, with 15 femmes dwindling 
first down to five and then to two. 
First “queen’s” wishes included 
owning a Frigidaire, a trip to the 
tiviera and to London, and hav- 
ing her house painted over 

Show is sponsored in France by 
Cat Soap products. 





Radio’s Big Chance 








—mes Continued from page | jaa 


may bring some surprising results. 
But to be on its “good behavior,” 
it’s pointed out, radio will have 
to take full advantage of the sum- 
mertime opportunity and indulge 
in qualitative programming, in- 
stead of the customary practice of 
sloughing off “hiatus time.” 

The big campaigns currently 
being initiated aimed at portable 
set sales for beach and other out- 
door use, plus the wholesale big- 


city exodus to vacation climes 
(necessitating leaving TV _ recelv- 
ers behind), play right into the 


hands of the radio boys. 


Just how alerted the networks 
are to the opportunity is consid- 
ered conjectural, in view of the 
retrenchments under way and the 
present thinking to “get over the 
summer period as best we can 
without spending much coin.” 

General sentiment is that radio 
can make a healthy advance. to- 
ward reversing the trend and win 
back sponsors who had previously 
checked out of AM for TV by 
showcasing itself with some sum- 
| mertime program finery. 











Big Guns 
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[ From the Production Centers 
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Tommy Bartlett of ABC’s “Welceme Travelers” flying to De 
premier of Warner Bros.’ “Colorado Territory” June 3. 
Frances Norman of Maraleita Dutton flackers on vacation i 
CBS newscaster Lowell Thomas aired his progra 
WBBM studio (27)....Mutual prexy Frank White in Chi for ex 
NBC salesman Jack Galbraith on vacation....WBB) 


Orleans 


ing 
Mary Neal to New York for visit 





nver for 


n New 
m from 
ec meet. 


. A sta 
.WGN engagements include aan 


Rita Sturm to Robert Bauler, Virginia Crosby to Gordon Seeberg, and 


Marilyn Melter to Ed Juister 
Morton reported 


Lena Horne guested by 


Henry Armstrong 


ed,” making personal appearance 


chief flack at WBBM, making visit to Waterloo, Ia 
Jules Pewowar skedding WMOR airings of Grant 


recovering after 
WGN disker Fred Reynolds 
Emmett Dedmon hosted author John Drury via WJJD 

Louise Pruitt and Dorothy Tate taking roles in WMAQ 
Tom Moore and Phil Patton of ‘ 


NBC spots sales 


manager Oliy 
Jlive 
sudden . 


hospitalization Singer 
Book editor 
Fred Pinkard, 
Story of boxer 
Ladies Be Seat- 
Don Kelley, 
Program director 
Park concerts 


in Yankton, .S. D 


Author Pearl Buck and radio actor Ezra Stone heading special “R FD 


America” 
as staff announcer 


to Cleveland for baseball chores 


Preston starting three-week campaign to acquaint listene 


tions of news division 
Robert Siegrist, 


broadcast in Bucks County, Pa. 
Cowboy singer Gene Autry staged bro 
CBS from Chi and Minneapolis (28-29) 


Newsmen on firing line are Spencer 
Robert Hurleigh 


Don Laiffer joined WMOR 
Al adcasts via 
: Sports announcer Bob Elson 
WGN program director Walter 
rs with opera. 
Allen, 


and Les Nichols leader 


Orch 


Charlie Agnew heading up new WBBM musical show, five weekly. 


Singer Anita O’Day is guest star on WGN’s “Windy City” 


Suns 


Times reporter Virginia Marmae-ke on WJJD panel on housing 


Ted McLoney of Radio Sales vacationing in Kentucky 
tator Alex Dreier to Excelsior Springs, Mo., for speech 


NBC commen. 
Don Herbert 


and John Leonard to Mooseheart, Ind., to gather material for “It’s Your 


Life’ 


Organist Preston Sellers in new WGN show aired Saturdays 


Marvin Weiss new WMOR salesman. 








| 
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increased use of film, which will 
have the same advantages for video 
that taping offers AM. Another 
view frequently expressed is that 
eventually a video centre will have 
to be set up in a suburb of New 
York, in Westchester, Long Island 
or New Jersey. Comm. Mortimer 
E. Loewi, DuMont topper, has sug- 
gested such a plan. DuMont owns 
57 acres near Passaic, N. J., which 
might be a possibility. 

If additional tele facilities aren't 
built, New York may lose some 
more legit theatres to tele. CBS, 
which bought the Alvin theatre and 
leased it to Howard Cullman, in 
return for a lease on the latter’s 
house at 1697 Broadway, may take 
over the Alvin when the lease ex- 








i——— Continued from page 29 Joos 


|pires in two years. NBC is re- 


The Levy Bros., | 


UNIVERSITY'S 


19th Institute for Education by Radio 


tion," 





| 4 2 ‘’ 
7 -, ., | ported negotiating to turn the Cen- 
rising rates for some media, use ’ 

& ter theatre, home of ice shows, into 


of additional channels, shifts from | ~~" | A 
one medium to another and ex-}|4 Video ‘tudio. 

pansion of present advertising ABC will spend $2,500,000 to de- 
| policies. The execs polled added velop TV in Los Angeles, which 


Hollywood. In New York the web 


| effectiveness of the media used. 
Copywise, the companies re- 

ported that they intend to reduce two radio playhouses, a TV play- 

institutional advertising in gen- house and a combined AM-TV play- 


eral publications and devote a house, plus three studios in its 66th 


that close watch will be kept on will include a 20-acre telecentre in | 


has two TV studios in Radio City, | 


bigger share of their coin to trade , street TV centre. The latter build- | 


press. In addition, the trend is ing will also house the studios of 
toward selling copy rather than WOR-TV, which is expected to de- 
institutionals. The few outfits but in August. In addition, WOR 





"Studio Shortage ||| WHITE EASTING FOR 


3-WAY PROGRAM SKED 


Dave White, BBD&O producer 
is easting this week from the Coast 
for a three-way summer program 
spread~ on behalf of agency ac- 
counts. White has just signed Al 
Goodman, Russ Case and Allan 
Roth to be among guest conductors 
on “Your Parade of Hit Parades,” 
the Lucky Strike summer replace. 
ment for Jack Benny. Program will 
also feature singing groups. 

White also takes over the sum- 
mer version of the Saturday night 
“Hit Parade,” starring Eileen Wil- 
son and Bill Harrington, with Mark 
Warnow’s orch. He'll also produce 
the Guy Lombardo stanza set as the 
summer replacement for Rexall’s 
Phil Harrjs-Alice Faye comedy. 


Nix Yankee Bid 


Continued from page 29 ae 

















Yankee had difficulty in finding a 
buyer for the stations and finally 
decided they could be disposed of 
only by means of a lease. Haw- 
ever, regardless of the motivations, 
FCC found, “the fact remains that 
where the rental is geared to gross 
income, the lessor inevitable has 


‘retained an added. interest in the 


which are cutting ad expenditures recently purchased a full city block | 


explain that budgets are based on on Broadway and _ 67th street, 
a percentage of sales—and de- where it will build a tele eentre. 
mand is down. 





ties are adequate for its sked, al- 
San Antonio—A new series of tough addition®l space is needed 
transcribed programs | titled for dry rehearsals, The web, which 
“American Serenade” has made originates most of its programs 
its debut here over KABC. Pro- from N. Y., has three studios in the 
gram is to be sponsored by the Wanamaker Building and one at its 
American Hospital and Life In- Madison avenue headquarters. A 
surance Co., with headquarters string of programs comes from the 
here. This is the first time for the | Madison avenue studio and observ- 
sponsor on the air. A heavy spot ers report cramped conditions. The 
campaign is also planned. | web recently took over the Adelphi 
_theatre and converted it into its 
| biggest studio. 

|  WPIX, which uses a lot of film 
and remotes, has two studios in the 
Daily News Building, using them 
alternately. Station has no present 
plans for acquiring additional 
| space, but more elaborate shows 
| would require expansion. 





| DuMont says that present facili-. 


operation of the station. Since this 
is prohibited by the statute, the 
fact that this might be of some 
business convenience to the par 
ties, cannot change the result.” 
The stations, according to the 
Commission, lost jointly an aver- 
age of $7,188 a month over ap 
eight-month period last year. 





Hartford — The seventh radio 
station in the greater Hartfor 
area is now in operation. WHAY 
in neighboring New Britain offi- 
cially hit the ether last week. 
5,000-watter. 
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te . announcing. staff a Wann PARAMOUNT 
and bus. also” snnounoad over seelace 
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AUDITION PREPARATION 








CLAUDIA FRANCK ENTERPRISES, Inc. 


TELEVISION STUDIOS 
316 West 57 Street, N. Y. Cl 7-6394 


ACTING REHEARSALS 


BEFORE 
TELEVISION CAMERAS 


Courses 


ACTORS—SINGERS—DANCERS—LECTURERS 
Registration starts June 2nd 


BASIC ACTING 


- 
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. WCAU’s Umbrella Coverage gives the Philadelphia businessman an 
advantage against competition. .- . Local businessmen ‘who know 
Philadelphia best” spend more advertising dollars on WCAU than 


on any other Philadelphia station. . .. It’s WCAU, the Philadelphia 
Bulletin station—affiliate of CBS—complete with AN, TV, FM. CBS AFFILIATE 


The Philadelphia Bulletin Stations 
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Tele Chatter 


New York 

NBC-TV’s “Fireside Theatre” 
will showca “Feature Story,’ 
Dwight V Video Productions 
stanza Tuesday (7). Series features 
Weist as a human interest re- 
porter.. Official Television, Inc., 
is releasing a 10-part vidpic series 
starring “Pirro,” a puppet, and a 
five-part series titled ‘Chata, 
which was filmed in Mexico 
Robert Douglas, “Fashions on Pa- 
rade” singer was wed Tuesday (24) 
to Harriet Vine, sister of film comic 
Billy Vine Robert Bright, with 


iSt 


eight years of TV experience at 
WPIX, WABD and NBC, joins 
ABC-TV as assistant art director 


June 6 Bob O’Connor, WOR-TV 
sports director, back after a two- 
week vacation in the south New- 
ark Star-Ledger prepping a 32- 
page tele section for June 5. 

Allan Stevenson, now in “Anne 
of the Thousand Days” legiter, 
writing the “Feature Story” on 
NBC-TV’s “Fireside Theatre.” .. . 
Charles Harrell, ABC-TV _ pro- 
ducer, resigns today (Wed.) to 
enter private AM-TV_ package 
operations. 

Charles Mortimer, Jr., son of the 
General Foods’ ad chief, joining 
the CBS-TV staff next month fol- 
lowing his graduation from Wil- 
liams College Frank Shea 
named sales chief for the March 
of Time in commercial films and 
television Howard Cordery, 
ABC-TV exec producer, resigned to 
head up the tele department of 
John Nasht Associates, indie pack- 


age firm Actress Virginia Gil- 
more joined Martin Stone Asso- 
ciates as assistant producer. Har- 


old Schaffel now production head 
of the package firm, with Jerry 
Coopersmith named to head up the 
script department. 


Hollywood 

Tab on “Hopalong Cassidy” fea- 
ture, telensed over KTLA, has been 
picked up by Central Chevrolet for 
11 weeks.. Mal Boyd was re- 
elected prexy of Television Pro- 
ducers Assn. for a period of three 
years with Mike Stokey elected as 
association’s first veepee Roland 
Reed Productions has completed 
filming of 15-minute golf pic for 
television. Film features Olin 
Dutra plus caddy for comedy re- 
lief “Hail the Champ” will be 
spotted on local television stations 
throughout the country by Power- 
house Candy Bar. Program will 
have local emcee in each market. 
Herb Allen, who packaged and 
emcees program, will continue to 
handle chore over KLAC-TV here 
Barbara Britton will make a 


Beck’s assistant...John Arthur 
Stone joined KFI-TV 
makeup artist. 


Chicago 
NBC reported turning down a 
CBS bid for disker Dave Garro- 


way’s tele services. WNBQ man- 
ager Jules Herbuveaux has re- 
newed Garroway’'s contract for 52 
weeks ABC-TV producer Fred 
Kilian cast for Edgar Allan Poe’s 
“The Spectacles” included Les 
Podwell, Andy Christians, Jean 
Mowrey and Don Gallagher 
WNBQ launching new tele show on 
care and training of household 
pets. Lou Cowan package will 
screen weekly Tuesday at 8 p.m. 
with Gail Compton and George 
Cooks, and Don Meier directing 

WGN-TV staffer Jarvis Dugan 
made debut with Chicagoland Mys- 
tery Players. 

National water ski chamy Willa 
Worthington guested by emcee 
Jack Brand on ABC-TV’s “Action 
Autographs” Singer Rita Oh- 
man guestar on WENR-TV’s “Des- 
sert Party” WGN-TV’s “Let’s 
Have Fun” show simulcast Monday 
(30) with vocalists Gloria Van and 
Harry Hall making personal ap- 
pearances Alan Rhone new film 
director at WBKB Eddie and 
Fanny Cavanaugh dropped on 
WBKB’s ‘Window Shopping” with 


Ed Roberts and Eleanor Engle sub- 
bing. 
Fran Harris, tele director of 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, will exit 
Chi office June 17 for a June 26 
wedding to Ralph Tuchman, Coast 
newspaperman in N. Y. Miss Har- 
ris will transfer her R&R duties to 
the Coast July 5. 


London 

Trooping of the colors, which 
marks the celebration of the King’s 
ofticial birthday June 9, will be 
televised with the aid of telephoto 
lenses ... Two ex-naval officers 
authored “Deep Waters,” which is 
having its first public performance 
over the BBC video service June 
5 New inventions to be demon- 
strated through “Inventors’ Club” 
include a table which can be trans- 
formed into a bed and a chair con- 
vertible into two easy chairs En- 
tire cast from the Phoenix theatre 
production of Terence Rattigan’s 
“The Browning Version” starring 
Mary Ellis and Barry Jones will be 
featured in the TV broadcast of 
the play.. Tribute to the life and 
; work of Johann Strauss, Jr., who 
died June 3, 1899, will be paid in a 
specially conceived production de- 


signed to recapture Vienna of the. 








“Telephone Interview” vidpic for 19th century...There will be three 
Gene Lester KTTV will revamp television sessions each day of the 
format on “Fred Beck’s Kitchen’ , Middlesex vs. Sussex cricket match 


next week. Accent on food prep- 
eration will be modified and Beck 
given a freer hand on comedy 
chore. Arlene Harris will replace 
Marion Manners, home _ cooking 


with a total of 15 hours screen_ 


time Highspot of the society 
sporting season, the Royal Meeting 
at Ascot, will be aired on three 
consecutive days commencing June 


editor of the L. A. Times, as’ 14, and the BBC is using the latest 
cameras with turret mounted tele- 
photo lenses which will be having 
a commanding position on top of 


one of the stands. 

















WLW-D Goes to College 


Dayton, May 31. 

Coverage by Crosley’s WLW-D 
of the University of Dayton com- 
mencement exercises Saturday (4) 
will be the first midwest televising 
of such a college event. Proceed- 
ings include an address by John W. 
Craig, veepee of AVCO, of which 
the station is a holding. 

Pickup will be from the National 
Cash Register Co. auditorium and 
calls for use of three cameras. 





/ | 
M-G-M— 
"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Fvery Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 




















FCC ‘Revives’ 
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staff as vision, was “enthusiastic” about the 
|Commission’s action. 


He thought 
it was a step forward in the de- 


| velopment of television and at the 


same time a protection to manu- 

facturers. 
The agency’s definite commit- 

ment on UHF, in particular, had 


the salutary effect of stopping 
squawks from areas. which had 
either been left out of television 


under previous allocations or given 
insufficient channels. With more 
small cities showing interest in the 
medium, the statement gave assur- 
ance that video will be nationwide. 

However, there was serious doubt 
as to whether the Commission 
would be able to back up the pros- 
pects it pictured. Although it was 
careful to say it was merely “af- 
fording an opportunity” for 6mec 
color proposals, it could hardly 
avoid giving the impression color 
is iminent. For this and other 
reasons, there were more than a 
few who agreed wholeheartedly 
with the dissent of Commissioner 
Frieda Hennock who felt the state- 


ment was premature. Miss Hen- 
nock, in gently worded phras- 
eology, thought the agency went 


out on a limb on highly technical 
problems requiring patient delib- 
eration and orderly procedure. 
Under the Commission’s freeze- 
lifting timetable proposed rules 
will be issued in about six weeks 
covering use of the UHF bana for 
commercial video and revised al- 
locations for the present 12 chan- 
nels, based on studies of interfer- 


|ence between stations. Thirty days 


will be allowed for comments or 
alternative proposals and hearings 


will follow about two weeks later. 


Hearings are expected to last at 
least a week and may require 
twice that time. Within two weeks 
after their conclusion, oral argu- 
ments will be held. These should 
require not more than two days. 
Next will come the final decision 
which, the Commission said, will be 
8iven “priority consideration.” 











Tele Authority 


om homes (the Hooper sample 
in non-telephone | 
The average percent- 
age of TV ownership in a cross- 
section sample of all homes (in | 
Thus, in the 
Hooper sample of 805 calls per 
evening half-hour, 122 TV homes 
instead of only 91, 
which would be the case if the 
sample were a_ regular 


of 15%) than 


homes (6%). 


'N.Y.) would be 11%. 


are reached 


| Hooper 
' erosssection. 


“This discrepancy provided the 
higher rating of 10.3 for the God- 


frey program, rather than_ 7.7, 
which it would have received had 
the sample been representative. 
This kind of adjustment 


programs on the air at the same 
time. Thus, unless some adjust- 
ments are made in the 
technique for obtaining network 
TV ratings, resulting ratings should 
be interpreted in this light.” 








| Industry Wary 
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television receiver with relatively | 


minor modifications.” 

CBS reportedly has developed a 
converter which permits present 
low-band receivers to pick up 
UHF color transmissions in full 
color. Converter would be a step 
ahead of that already demon- 


strated by RCA, which also per- | 


mits a standard receiver to pick 
up UHF color transmissions but 
converts them to black-and-white. 
Despite its non-committal attitude, 
consequently, CBS is presumed to 
be readying a pitch for the sched- 


uled hearings. RCA, which led 
the industry fight against CBS 
color in 1947, is also non-com- 
mittal on its future action but 
emphasized its color system is 
“still in the laboratory.” 

RCA officials referred to the 


statements made by board chair- 
man David Sarnoff at the recent 
stockholders’ meet, when he de- 
clared: “Two years ago I predicted 
that it would take at least five 
years from then before there 
could be practical and commercial 
color television. Two of those 
years have gone. I have no rea- 
son to change my mind today 
about that prediction, except that 
if I were making it today, I would 
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which the eastern affiliates 
operate. 

Newest plan for the Television 
Authority represents a  com- 
promise of the two main points of 
contention. One is the constitu- 
tion of the new outfit and the 
other is the question of propor- 
tional representation of the par- 
ticipating unions on the Authority 
board. Equity and Chorus Equity 
have wanted to have a permanent 
constitution worked out now, 
while AFRA and AGVA wanted 
to let that be decided by the video 
performers themselves two years 
hence. AGVA has been hot for 
proportional representative on the 
|Authority board, while Equity and 
| Chorus Equity have urged a per- 
|manent ratio of affiliate represen- 
| tation. 

Over the opposition of AFRA. 
it has been agreed that the execu- 
tive head of the Authority may 
not be an executive or employee 
of any of the affiliates. George 
Heller, national exec-secretary of 
AFRA, is regarded as the probable 


— as exec head of the Author- 
ity. 


will 
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“Dogs? Who needs dogs?” 


| Scouts,” 


Continued from page 31 ——— 


quently, is based on the claim, 
which they say is borne out by 
surveys of both A. C. Nielsen and 
Pulse, that approximately one out 
of every 40 homes in the U. S. now 
has television, whereas one out of 
every seven homes called by Hoop- 
er is a TV home. Proposed TV 
network Hooperatings, as a result, 
will not measure popularity of pro- 
grams, as do the radio ratings, but 
will rather reflect the growth of 
TV ownership. Ratings conse- 
quently will provide the industry 
with nothing more than a confuséd 
and distorted picture of TV's 
growth in relation to radio. 
Situation was pointed up in a 
recent talk before the American 
Television Society in N. Y. by E. F. 
England, member of the NBC re- 
search division. Claiming thai 
Hooper had erred by 34% in his 
March-April N. Y. ratings for the 
tele version of “Godfrey’s Talent 
England explained: 
“Distortion of the rating arises 


from the fact that ownership of 
television sets is greater in tele- 


say that it will probably be more 
than three years from now before 
color television will be ready for 
service to the public. But some 
day it will be here, and we in RCA 
are all for it and are doing every- 
thing we can to advance it.” 

Dr. Allen B. DuMont, 


also 
slightly raised the radio rating of 


Hooper 


prez of | 


CBS plans to give j 
night tele ei oe 
first big boost within the next 
eral weeks via a simuleast of ugar 
It Again,” jackpot giveaway a 
aired in the 10 to 11 p, m mo 
Date of the first TV Pickup _ 
not been definitely determined . 

Besides the hypo to Saturda 
night programming, CBS is wed 
lieved to have another major Pt 
son for the simulcast. Wep “so 
been unable to snag a bankroller 
for any segment of the AM show 
despite the fact it has been on the 
alr a year and carries a current 
Hooper high of 11.1. Offering it 
on a dual basis to prospective bank. 
rollers might pave the way for the 
| sought-after sponsors. Web has 
been asking $3,700 per 15-minute 
segment for the AM show alone 
but has not revealed a figure fop 
the simulcast. 

With a separate TV version of 
“Stop the Music,” ABC's entry in 
the jackpot sweepstakes, already 
| entrenched and fully-sponsored in 
that weh’s Thursday night lineup 
the addition of “Sing It Again” in- 
dicates tele plans to match radio’s 
giveaway lure. 


WNYC’s 25th Anni 


WNYC, New York’s municipal 
station, will mark its 25th anni- 
versary on the air July 7 with pro- 
grams’ involving some _ of 
alumni. Among those taking part 
will be Ted Cott, Tony Marvin, 
Dennis Day, Dick Pack, Mitchell 
Grayson and Morris Novik. 

In addition, there will be re. 
corded greetings from celebs and 
some program switches, such ag 
having a jazzman_ conduct the 
classical ‘‘Masterwork Hour” and 
a longhair take over the jivey 
“Disk Date” program. A _ docu 
mentary tracing the station’s his- 
tory will be aired and a concert 
at Lewisohn Stadium will be dedi- 
cated to the Silver anni. 


day 











“Hub Tele 
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at nominal figures to begin with, 
have been raised only slightly in 
the. ensuing year, and there is 
more and more acceptance of vi- 
deo as a potent ad medium by most 
of the big accounts. While it is 
true some local video productions 
still remain unsponsored, none of 


perio oe. 


TV SIMULCAST FOR 
| CBS’ ‘SING IT AGARY 


Schedule tg 


its - 


the big sporting events are over- 
looked, with WNAC and WBZ 
sharing the baseball games. 


DuMont Laboratories, said his out- 
fit has no color to offer but would 
wait to see what other companies 


have before taking a stand. He 
cited the Commission for finally 


acting in preparation for opening | 


the UHF, terming the move the 
“first concrete action of removing 
the last deterrent 


competitive basis.” 
added that the FCC’s attitude on 
color is “the only possible intelli- 
gent approach,” and that it “‘elimi- 
nates the fear of obsolescence.” 





( to full-scale | 
nationwide television on a truly | 


Dr. DuMont | 








Claim N.Y.-L.A. 
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for phone calls only, and will con- 
tinue doing so until the call comes 
through from the TV_ interests, 
who up to now have been tossing 
to the Coast kinescoped versions 
of the shows beamed on the large 
centers of population in the east. 
Phone company will go ahead and 
sink the few million dollars into 
cable when video operators are 
ready to use it. 

In addition to the cross-country 
cable, company has laid small sec- 
tions locally. These connect L. A. 
with Van Nuys and Santa Barbara 
with Ventura. Also, tests have 
been conducted between here and 
San Francisco for some time to 
determine hilltops to be used for 
installations. 


When will tele viewers here be | 
able to see a show simultaneously 


with its staging in N. Y.? 


When will easterners be able to | 
see “live” film stars beamed from 


Hollywood? 
_ Two months to a year after the 
interests that will stage those 


shows ask AT&T to up the power. 
of the cable, it’s agreed. They may | 


ask for it sooner than expected 
because of the new stations in 
Frisco and San Diego. These new 
Stations spell more sets and more 
viewers on the Coast. The more 
viewers; i.e., buyers of products 
advertised on vidco shows, the 
sooner transcontinental television 
| becomes an actuality. 


When the fali season comes 
around both video outlets look for 
plenty of new accounts among 
sponsors as added experience be- 
gins to show that it isn’t going to 
break their ad budgets to use the 
medium. 





St. Louis—Bob Leonard has be- 
come a regular gabber at KXOK 
following four and a half years as 
‘newscaster at the five largest mo- 
‘tion picture theatres in the city. 
‘He presented news from a sound- 
proof booth back stage at the Fox 
theatre and the newscasts were 
piped into the other four houses, 
via public address systems . - + 
Kilbourne A. Henry has_ been 
named Director of Public Affairs, 

KMOX, local CBS outlet. 
——$————— 














” 
“Certainly a unique radio program. 
Constitution, Atlanta, Ga. 


You , 





TICK?” 


For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M. 


With JOHN K. M. McCAPFERY 
Written and Directed by 
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Morris Cracks Down On Spike Jones, 
Victor Over Gag Disking of ‘Riders’ 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, in-+ 


at Spike Jones and RCA- 


ensed : 
‘ for recording a novelty ver- 


Victor tor Fre 
sion of his hit song, — 
Sky,” has refused Victor a license 


to market the side and has ad- | 


vised radio stations throughout the 
country that anyone spinning the 
disk would be sued for copyright 
infringement. Morris went so far 
as to instruct Lee Eastman, New 
York attorney, to begin suit im- 
mediately against Jones and Victor 
for infringement. Victor has with- 
drawn the record. 

Jones disk, made in Hollywood 
last week, kids the tune the same 
way as other Jones recordings have 
done in the past. He had no more 
than finished making the side be- 
fore a copy was airmailed east to 
Martin Block, WNEW, N. Y., disk 
jockey, who has been playing it 
twice daily since Saturday (28). 
Jones has had trouble with other 
publishers of standard material in 
the past. They refused to allow 
him to burlesque valuable material 
on the theory that such an ap- 
proach lessens prestige of a song. 

That’s Morris’ argument. He 
feels that the great sales being 
achieved by Vaughn Monroe's ( Vic- 
tor) recording of the tune and its 
general acceptance will result in 
“Riders” becoming a valuable ad- 
dition to his catalog. He feels that 
to allow Jones to clown the ma- 
terial at the moment will consid- 
erably decrease its chances of be- 
coming a standard. That it will be 
ruined by a freak recording. In 


addition to the letters to radio sta- | 





“Riders in the | 


tions barring Jones’ version, Morris | 
is also insisting that no parodies of | 


any sort be done on the song. 

By law, a publisher can bar an 
“arrangement” of a song. A re- 
cording company can record and 
market a tune without obtaining a 
license, via the compulsory license 
rovision (IE) of the 1909 copyright 
ce. But in that event he must 
perform the tune as written. 


Kenton, GAC 


Renew Pact 


Hollywood, May 31. 
Stan Kenton’s contract with 
General Artists Corp. has been re- 
newed for another two years, and 
in the event he goes back to work 
that agency will handle him. It 





‘Millinder Added To 
| Defendants in Song Suit 


Northern Music Corp., pressing a 
song infringement suit against 
some 10 defendants, last week was 
permitted by N. Y. Federal Court 
Judge Murray Hulbert to add 
bandleader Lucky Millinder as a 
defendant. Court also granted 
Northern the right to amend its 
complaint. 

According to the 


revised com- 
plaint, it’s charged that around 
January, 1945, songwriters Sally 


Nix and Henry B. Glover, who au- 
thored “I Love You, Yes I Do.” 
had access to copies of the plain- 
tiff’s tune, “Tonight He Sailed 
Again,” from Millinder. Latter had 
been selected to arrange the num- 
ber for recordings. 

Other defendants in the action, 
besides Miss Nix and Glover, are 
King Records Distributing Co., 
Lois Music Publishing Co., Keys 
Musie Co., RCA, Mercury Records, 
Loew’s, Ine., Deluxe Record Co., 
and Broadcast Music, Ine. 


Pubs Tougher 
On Advances In 


Tightened Mkt. 


Music publishers aren’t so free 
anymore with the checkbooks that 
during the war and up until now 
were ready and waiting for likely 
looking new tunes. With the music 
sales situation moving slowly 
through what many major pubs as- 


sert is a seasonal slump, most com- 
pany execs are being very careful 
about passing out advances and 





| bonuses for tunes they like. 


‘letting go of a nickel. 


As a matter of fact, the tighten- 


ing of pursestrings is taking devi- 
ous courses. One pub, who has 
been known to shell out important 
coin for the publication rights to 
material, last week took on a few 
fresh pieces of music without 
This house 
has a good exploitation and promo- 
tion record, and writers know it, 
and the pub was allowed to get a 


‘leg up on a few new tunes by 
|simply agreeing to have the melo- 


had been known that GAC’s origi- | 


al five-year deal with the maestro 
was expiring and other agencies 
have been making a pitch for his 
signature. 

GAC’s renewal was automatic, a 
privilege exercisable under cer- 
tain‘ conditions of the American 
Federation of Musicians’ five-year 


contract form. This states that in | 


the event an agency secures coin 


| 


for an artist, during the final year | 


of the pact, and said money totals 


four times AFM scale payroll cost | 
of the band, the agency is entitled | 


to a two-year renewa!. That's what 
happened in Kenton’s case. 
Kenton actually worked only 


seven months of the final year of | jiatter released so closely on the 


his pact, and during that time 


GAC’s bookings provided him with | on 


a coin total that easily surpassed 
the required amount. 
location only about four and a half 
weeks, the rest of the time on one- 
nighters, which is much more lu- 
crative, 

For an agency to achieve a con- 
tract renewal under the above AFM 
conditions is rare. 


MERCURY DROPS 247, 
LONDON PUB COIN UP 


Mercury Records and London 
Records both turned out publish- 
rs royalty statements last week. 

€rcury dropped approximately 

4% from its previous quarter, but 





ndon’s was up in the neighbor- | 


hood of 5% 


ane treury paid pubs partly in cash 
to ony in IOU’s, payable prior 
~ € due-date of the next quar- 

tr checks. This is a policy that 
tiga A -has followed for some 
It ; and it has never yet defaulted. 

always cleans up the debts of the 


Previous quarter before the next 
is due, 








Doris Drew si 
signed by MGM 
Records in Hollywood. . 


dies recorded by a major record 
company within 90 days or return 
the tunes to the writers. 





Monroe’s ‘Dreamy New 
England Moon’ Platter 
Proves a Sales Point 


Vaughn Monroe's recording of 
“Dreamy Old New England Moon” 
last week achieved a spot on RCA- 
Victor’s own list of best-sellers, 


which is headed by his “Riders in 


the Sky.” It isn’t often that a 
heels of an overwhelming hit such 


“Riders” will also become a 


| bestseller. More often than not the 


He was on/! 


sales of the first will smother the 


second, or the second will take the 


edge off the first. 
Musie publishers as a rule do 


‘not care to have a plug tune, re- 
| corded by an artist whose previous 


{out too soon after 


| 
| 


recording was a smash hit, come 
the hit. How- 
ever, it happens sometimes that 
promotional plans have been laid 
out and they cannot easily be re- 
vised quickly. That's what hap- 
pened in this case. Leeds publishes 
“Moon.” 


2 
M-G Testing Damone 
Hollywood, May 31. 

Vie Damone, pop balladeer, who 
recently had his nose scissored, 
comes west in July or August to 
take a screen test for Metro. Da- 
mone drops off his Pet Milk, NBC 
radio commercial, June 25 for 12 
weeks and will make the test dur- 
ing the layoff. 

Singer will scoot back to Chicago 
thereafter to open .at the Chez 
Paree on a date as yet unmarked, 
then go to Beverly Hills C. C., Cin- 
cinnati, and a date in New Orleans. 





| Stromboli, I Love You 


With the Italian isle of 
| Stromboli supplying the back- 
' ground for two U. S. films cur- 
rently in production, two 
| Broadway songsmiths have 
turned out a romantic number 
| tagged “Stromboli.” 

Bernard Kalban, publicity 
director for Mills Musie, au- 
thored the lyrics while Mills 
staffer Michael Edwards 
handled the music. 








B.G. Okayed For 
London; BMU, VAF 


Argue Over Him 


Benny Goodman has been okayed 
for a two-week date at the Pal- 
ladium, London, opening July 18, 
according to advices given Joe 
‘Glaser, head of Associated Book- 
ing Corp., by the Palladium. Good- 
man will take three key musicians 
from his current band plus a come- 
dian, dance team and girl vocalist 
with him, which apparently brings 
his act within the jurisdiction of 
the British Variety Artists Fed- 
eration instead of the British Mu- 
;Sicians Union, which has denied 
him permission to work because 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians will not allow English mae- 
stros to work in the U. S. 

B.G. is drawing $15,000 weekly 
for his two-weeker and may, 
lowing the London run, go to the 
Continent. He has a definite offer 
from two separate sources to give 
concerts in Scandinavian countries 
at $15,000 weekly for two perform- 
ances a day, 50% of the coin to 
be deposited in the U. S. before 
he leaves and the remainder pay- 
able in foreign coin upon comple- 
tion of the dates. 

If the European bookings are 
worked out, Goodman would in all 
probability arrange for U. S. musi- 
cians in his current outfit to meet 
him following his Palladium book- 
ing. 





Musician or Vauder? 
London, May 31. 

If Benny Goodman appears on 
the stage of the Palladium is he 
to be regarded as a musician or va- 
riety artist? This is the issue 
which is being decided by the Min- 
istry of Labor, following conflicting 
representations from the unions in- 
volved. 

Original application for the 
Goodman sextet to appear at the 
Palladium for a fortnight starting 
July 18 was rejected a week ago 
by the Musicians Union, but the 
Variety Artists Federation has now 
'stepped in with a claim that every- 
| thing that takes place on the foot- 
|lights side of the stage is solely 
their concern. Provided the Good- 


man application falls within the} 


50°. foreign artists quota for the 
Palladium, there will b no opposi- 
tion from the VAF. 


In order to simplify the issue, | 
an alternative offer has been made | 
by Palladium chief Val Parnell to | 


who has now been in- 
vited to come over without his 
sextet, but with the vocalists; 
dancers and comedian who _ nor- 
mally accompany him on the U. S. 
stage. 

it is now regarded as alinost cer- 
tain that the new offer will facili- 
tate the granting of the labor tick- 
et, and that Goodman will open 
at the Palladium as planned. 


Goodman, 





Detroit Bowery Sued 


Detroit, May 31. 

The Bowery nitery and its opera- 
tor. Frank Barbaro, were sued for 
$750 in federal court for alleged 
illegal use of popular tunes. Plain- 
tiffs said that outcome of the suit 
would affect 300 Detroit night- 
clubs, hotels, amusement parks, 
roller rinks, dancehalls and steam- 
ship lines. 

Seeking a permanent injunction 


to halt the Bowery’s use of their | 


songs are Broadcast Music, Inc., 
and two music publishers, Peer In- 
ternational Corp. of New York, and 
Schumann Music Co., of Los An- 
geles. George W. Trendle, Jr., at- 
torney representing BMI, said the 
Bowery and Barbaro had refused 
to pay a license fee for use of BMI 
songs in a floorshow last November. 
The songs involved are “Hi Neigh- 
bor.” “Hut Sut Song” and “Per- 
fidia.” 


fol- | 


| ers 


ASCAP Board Looks Over Tele Net 
Settlement Proposal, Nod to Come 


7% 








Ravinia Park to Open 
| June 28 Despite Fire 


Chicago, May 31. 
; 

Ravinia Park concerts by the Chi 
symphony orch and guest conduc- 
'tors and off 
scheduled on June 28, despite re- 
cent $200,000 fire that 
the shell and seating section 

Fund 
drive got under way last week with 
Percy B. Eckhart, of 
Ravinia Festival 
pavilion audiences will be shelter- 
ed by a tent. Meanwhile, ground 
has been cleared and graded for 
rebuilding on the site of the orig- 
inal pavilion. 

Conductor Fritz Busch will con- 
duct the opening week of concerts, 
with William Steinberg, Dimitri 
Mitropoulos, Sir Adrian Boult and 
Pierre Monteux following in the 
six weeks of concerts. 


soloists will tee as 


destroyed 


raising and _ subscription 


chairman 


Assn., stating the 


ASCAP-D. of J 
Discuss Writer 


Payoff in D.C. 


Washington, May 31. 

Group of American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
executives and songwriters were 
here Friday (27) for conferences 
with Department of Justice offi- 
cials on the Society’s methods of 
classifying its songwriter members. 
Discussion was relative to the 
formulation of a remodeled con- 
sent decree, an important angle of 
which is the writers’ classification 


setup, which the Government 
doesn’t like. 
Present at the meeting were 


Robert P. Patterson, Society coun- 
sel, who has been working on the 
new decree for some time; Fred 
Ahlert, president of 


Oscar Hammerstein 2d, L. Wolfe 


Gilbert, Coast writer and chairman | 
of ‘the Society’s Hollywood com- | 


mittee. Gilbert, who has’ been 
vitally interested in any change in 
the writers’ classification methods, 
came in from Hollywood to attend 
the meeting. 


Classification angle is only one 
phase of the revised consent de- 
cree, but to D. of J. men it is one 
of the most important. There will 
be further meetings on the sub- 
ject in the next few weeks. 


Bowman, ‘12th St. Rag’ 
Auther, Dies at 61 In 
N. Y.; West Dead at 66 


Euday LL. Bowman and Eugene 
West, two songwriters of the early 
days of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
died in New York last week 
(26). Bowman, writer of “12th 
Street Rag,” which became a re- 
vival hit last year via Pee Wee 
Hunt’s Capitol recording. died in 
a N. Y. hospital of pneumonia and 





, leukemia while on a visit from his 


Fort Worth home. He was 61. He 


| wrote “Rag” in 1914 as an instru- 
|mental, and it was his standout ac- 


By BMI on Song Uses 


complishment among a long list of 
blues and jazz melodies. 

West, 66, died of an undisclosed 
ailment the same day as Bowman. 
A vaude singer and pianist in his 
younger days, he moved into the 
music business under the wing of 
the late Charles K. Harris and 
turned out such tunes as “When 
You’re Alone,” “Broadway Rose,” 
“Roll On Mississippi” and a string 
of others. 





Merc Signs Selby 
English pianist, 
who came to the U. S. as accom- 
panist for Beryl Davis, but who 
now works exclusively with Vic 
Damone, has been signed by Mer- 
cury Records. He'll turn out first 
an album of standard melodies. 
Selby worked as a sideman at 
one time with the top English 
jbandleaders, Joe Loss and Geraldo. 


Ronnie Selby, 


* Television network 


the Society; | 


reps who 
» have been meeting with ASCAP 
heads in an endeavor to establish 
a deal via which ASCAP music 
will continue on video, made the 


Society an offer last week. The 
proposal was placed before 
ASCAP’s director board, in its 


regular monthly meeting Thursday 


(26) and, while the offer was not 
acceptable in the form it was 
made, ASCAPers feel that it was 


good enough to provide the basis 
of an agreement. 

ASCAP board authorized the 
committee of executives which has 
been meeting with the televisors, 
to make a dea!, using the proposal 
as a base, but with certain modifi- 
cations. It’s understood that the 
proposal was considerably better 
than anything tele has offered up 
to this point, though not equal to 
what ASCAP originally asked. It’s 
also understood the tele men have 
agreed to one angle that had been 
a bone of contention—that coop- 
erative shows, dispatched as sus- 
tainers by network stations and 
sold to local sponsors by the sta- 
tions, will be paid for at the source. 
This 


facet of a deal is being in- 
sisted on now by ASCAP due to 
difficulty the Society had in the 
past with its AM radio contract. 


Cooperative shows in that medium 
were being paid for during most 
of the ASCAP-radio contract writ- 
ten in 1941, on the basis of sus- 
taining rates at the source. That's 
been changed and, in addition, 
ASCAP is being paid the differ- 
ence between originating station 
sustaining rates and local commer- 
cial billings from the time the con- 
tract started. There’s over $500,- 
000 involved. 

No meetings have been sched- 
uled for this week between the 
ASCAP and video men. Due to 
the holiday no day was named for 
another get-together. However, a 
session is expected this week. 


Kate, Pacihic’ 
Spotlights L.P. 


Columbia Records has from the 
inception of its Microgroove Long 
Playing recordings emphasized the 
latter’s development from a view- 
point of its value to the classical 
field of recording. Ironically 
enough, two pop items, the LP 
albums of ‘Kiss Me, Kat,” and 
“South Pacific,” have done more 
to focus the attention of record 
buyers on the 3314 rpm platters 
than all the longhair material Co- 





_lumbia has marketed via the de- 


velopment. 

CRC executives agree that the 
LP system has gotten heavy ex- 
ploitational help from the two pop 
ventures. Both albums (in LP each 
album consists of one 12-inch disk) 
are made with the original casts of 
the shows, and recording was done 
in Columbia’s New York church 
studio. They have sold in tremen- 
dous quantities , for albums. 
“Kate,” the first out, has gone well 
over 100,000 sets, and Columbia 
asserts that the advance orders on 
‘Pacific’ were heavier than the 
total sale at that point of “Kate.” 

It’s estimated that approximate- 
ly 35% of the overall sale of both 
scores are LP versions. 


TALENT-PLUG PRESSURE 
BY CHI’S ORIENTAL 


Chicago, May 31. 

Essaness Theatres has ruled 
that platter-spinners have to give 
current music-biz attractions at 
its Oriental theatre advance plugs 
before they will be allowed to 
guest on their programs. 

Some of the jocks refuse to take 
performers on that basis. For in- 
stance, in the case of Gordon Mac- 
Rae, some are showing outright 
disapproval by not spinning the 
singer’s disks. 

Oriental is also nixing appear- 
ances of headliners at music stores 
unless the retailers advertise the 
act, tied in with the theatre, in 
big ads. Essaness claims it costs 
them over $5,000 to open a show, 





and usual 100-line ad doesn't 
justify appearance made at the 
store. 
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Lionel Hampton ‘Lavender Cof- | 
fin’-“Hucklebuck” (Decea). Hamp- | 
ton’s disking of “Coffin,’ a race, 
tune promoted as a pop, is one of 
the best things he’s done on com- 
mercial Wax. It bounces solidly 
and the leader's vocal is enticing. 
“Hucklebuck”’ rates similarly. Both 
excellent jock and juke pieces. 

Rosemary Clooney “Cabaret”- 
“Bargain Day” (Columbia). Miss 
Clooney. vocalist with Tony Pas- 
tor’s orchestra, is a promising new 
yoice. Here she has gotten hold of 
two good, fresh tunes; her version 
of “Cabaret” gives the ballad a 
push that could help send it into 
the hit class, and the “Bargain 
Day” backing is almost on a par. 
Jocks can’t go wrong with either. 
Both are tastefully backed 
ee taowerd “There's Yes, Yes 
n Your Eyes’-“Room_ Full of 
Roses (Mercury). Recordings “Yes 

es” is getting in its revival mark 
t as a strong hit possibility. 
id's, sliced at an easy dance 
beat, is made straight rather than 


eorned as Blue Barron (M-G-M) 
it. and it’s swell listening. 


id we : 
foward vocals silkily. His vocal 
of “Roses” is backed by the en- 
semble and it, too, is a solid per- 
formance. Tune is good and it has 
a chance, Howard’s disk with it. 

Ray Anthony “Darktown Strut- 
ter’s Ball”-‘‘Veloa” (Capitol). Band 
records when they're good have 

ossibilities, as.evidenced by Les| 
Brown's “Got My Love to Keep 

e Warm.” Anthony’s clean cut- 
ting of “Darktown.” in dixieland, 
is an interesting instrumental that 
could do something to move that 
bright band along. It’s backed by 
another good piece, in solid dance 
tempo. Well played by the band, 
and a group handles the vocal. 

Andrews Sisters “Hohokus, 
N. J.”-“Malaguena” (Decca). Initial 
side is a cute bit of nothing that 
lyrically plays with the northern 
New Jersey town. It’s okay, but 
isn’t likely to be big. Reverse also 
doesn’t figure to hit solidly, but it’s 
worth a slot in the trio’s disk 
library. Cut at a breakneck pace, 
the standard is very plavable. 

Vie Damone “Four Winds and 
— Seas”’-“You’re Breaking My 

eart” (Mercury). A solidly worth- | 
while disk. ‘‘Four Winds” seems 
like it will be a resounding hit. | 
And Damone’s greatly improved | 
recording-voice does an excellent | 
job on it. With lush string back- | 

unding by Glenn Osser’s band, | 
amone comes close to equalling) 
the Sammy Kaye (Victor) disk. His_ 
will sell, too. Flipover brings up| 
tune that’s going well in N. Y.| 

t isn’t nearly as distinctive a tune | 
s “Four Winds,” but it’s broken 
y an Italian language lyric de-| 

very. 

Johnny Dee “Take It Easy, Ar-| 
thur”’-“Give Me One of Those’ | 
(Regent). “Arthur,” similar to “TI 
Said No” of a few years back and, 
Nn a way, in the same suggestive 
groove as the current “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside.” could do something. 
Vocalled cutely by Randie Rich- 
ards, the disk is playable for jukes 
and late: night disk shows. It flips 
an’unusual punch line. Reverse is 


nothing. 
My Ship 


Dinah Shore “Till 
Comes In”-“Lover’s Gold” (Colum- 
bia). “Till” side is most unusual 
for Miss Shore. One of those “You 

roke Your Promise” things based 
on a lyrical idea and a beat: the 
side could hit. It uses a full choral 
ensemble, handclapping on the 

at. etc. to achieve its end. It’s 
800d. Singer’s version of “Gold.” 
a ballad Spawned in the “Nature 

Oy groove. is well done. If the| 
tune clicks, Miss Shore's side will 
pe right up front. It’s one of the 


acne! Torme “Four Winds and 
even Seas”-“It’s Too Late Now” 
(Capitol). Torme’s approach to 
Four Winds” forms a fine record- 
bee Using ~ echo technique on 
ackground voices. plus a Latin | 
at, Torme’s vocal gets a solid | 
assist. Actually, his handling of | 
oth lyric is not as good as several | 
side. (oer sions. but, in sum, the 
fate 1S_ well produced and very 
Stenable. It’s coupled to “It’s! 
te Late Now.” an obvious at- 
“Agee {o reproduce the singer's | 
teckinn and “Careless Hands” hit | 
ta ing. Except that in this in- | 
nce Too Late” is not as well | 
Ill get many spins, how- | 

| 


done. 
Over. 
g Winey Manone “Riders in the | 
(Kem). 


- ; og ee 2 ge Dance” | 
Jocks should t kick | 
out of Manone’s “Riders” i . 
e least. ; 


To say 
other 
nhone’s 


it’s different than the 
Shod oy 





versions of the tune. Ma- 
kravel-voice rides rough- 
er the lyric and gets lift- 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


“Careless Love” (Victor) . . 








ing, early-jazz background to push 
him along. Lyrics are changed a 
bit, too. “Dance” is cute. 


Platter Pointers 





Jack Teagarden’s voice and 
trombone are as easy to take as 
ever on “If I Could Be With You” 
and “Melancholy Baby” (Regent) 
. . . Marjorie Hughes’ first single 
disk for Columbia involves “You | 
Told a Lie” and “You’re Mine,” a} 
fair pair ... Griff Williams turned | 
out a siding of ‘“Lover’s Gold” for | 
Tower that’s as commercial as any 
on the tune . .. Les Brown’s “Be- | 
Bop Spoken Here” is backed by a. 
‘usable novelty vocalled by Butch | 
Stone, titled “Put Something in 
the Pot, Boy” (Columbia)... . Four | 
Tunes cut a smart version of! 
. Dick 
Jurgens’ slice of “Dreamy Old New 
England Moon” doesn’t mateh 
Vaughn Monroe’s, but it’s smooth | 


and saleable (Columbia). 
_ Standout western, race, polka, 
jazz, hillbilly: ‘“‘The Moonshiner,” 


Mickey and Mary Carton (Decca): | 


“Last Saturday Night.’ Chris 
Powell-Five Blue Flames (Colum- 


bia); “What’s Happenin’ Baby,” 
Lionel Hampton Orchestra (Decca): 
“California Hop.” Deacon Me- 
Neeley (Savoy): “Weddin’ Day,” 
Teddy Phillips ‘Tower): “Sweeter 
Than the Flowers No. 2,” Moon 
Mullican (King); “Pyramid Polka,” 
Joe Tarto (Mercury): “Bye Bye My | 


Baby,” Joe Princie (Decca.) | 





Pre-Opening Party | 


For Lombardo Eatery 


Guy Lombardo will preem his 
new restaurant at Freeport, L. I., | 
June 12 with a special cuffo open- 
ing for the trade. Lombardo will 
invite over 400 friends from the 
radio, agency, music and_ band 
fields to a pre-opening party for 
which he'll pick up the check. 

Called the East Point House and 
situated near his waterfront home, 


restaurant will feature food and 
small musical combos. It will 
play no big bands. Spot will seat 
about 300 in a closed room and 
another 125 or so on an outdoor 
deck. Maestro and his brothers 
have so far spent approximately 


$100,000 rebuilding the spot. 


| to 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Riders in the Sky” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Best British Seller 
“Lavender Blue” 








Col, RCA Malling 


49c Revivals Of 


Okeh, Bluebird? 


Since Decca set up its new Voca- } 
there’s 


at 49c. 
speculation 


label to sell 
considerable 


lion 
been 


concerning the possibility that C 
lumbia and RCA-Victor would fe 


in 


| the recording and music industries 


o- 
yl- 


low suit with their prewar cheaper 
labels, Okeh and Bluebird. During 
the past week or so a report had 
Victor readying to reestablish the 


Bluebird tag in opposition to De 


c- 


ca’s, to sell at the same price, and 
late last week there was talk that 
Columbia was about to move with 
the Okeh tag into the same price 


field. Neither report is confirme 
but neither denied too stren 
ously. 

Both 
They 
war 
fact 


is 


know 
th 
tl 


well 

until 
due to 
retail 


labels are 
weren't dropped 
was almost over 
that government 


d, 
u- 


n. 
12 
1e 


price 





e 7 
King Signs Long 

King Records’ new popular divi- 
sion snagged its best name so far 
when it signed Johnny Long’s or- 
chestra to a one-year-with-option 
contract last week. Deal takes 
Long away from Signature, with 
which he’s worked for several 
years. Recently, Signature switched 
him, along with other of its top 
artists, to the 39c. Hi-Tone platters. 

Johnny O'Connor, Long’s man- 
ager, at the same time made a one- 
date deal with King for the De- 
Marco Sisters. They and Long 
will make their first sides within 
10 days. Long opens tomorrow 
(Thursday) at Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Jack Owens Exits 


Tower in Settlement 
Chicago, May 24. 

Agreement was reached last 
week between Tower Record Co 
and ABC “Breakfast Club” crooner 
Jack Owens over settlement and 
latter’s exit from waxery’s lineup 
Owens’ “How Soon” on Tower 
clicked a few season's back, al- 
though hassle between the two 
didn’t get under way until fall of 
1948. 

Owens received his 
from Tower, ‘‘plus 
equaling cost of 12 unreleased 
masters,” according to Tower 


28 masters 
an amount 





prexy, Dick Bradley. Bradley also 


regulations forced each manufac- | stated that his company and Owens 


turer to market a certain number] had met 


with AFRA two weeks 


of sides in order to remain within | ago, with AFRA acting as liaison. 


price regulations. 


In the event both Columbia and 


cheaper sides 


issue 


will 


Victor 
moves 


real trend back toward lower re- | 10,000 of his 
But, as all major! Tower. 


tail disk prices. 
companies are 
nomicallyv. it 
least for a long time, to turn ot 
top names at 49c 


now set up ec 


because 
manufacturing 


alties, 
underwrite 


pay high guarantees and royaltie 
artists. 











YETI 


‘” | 
‘ { Vaughn Monroe Victor | 
1. RIDERS IN THE SKY (6) (Morris) sosensesees+oS Maat fees ...... 00. Coteuaith 
§ Whiting-Mercer ...... Capitol 
2. BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (4) (Melrose) ccccecnseecces) GhoveClark .... 0.0: Columbia 
‘as wnt? { Perry Como. ... suse Victor 
3. “A” YOU'RE ADORABLE (6) (Laurel) seeeeeeteseeeerss) Pony Pastor ....... Columbia 
. ‘ § Gordon Jenkins....... Decca 
4. AGAIN (11) (Robbins) ..............06 sete eeeeeeeeeeress) Vie Damone........... Mercury 
‘ Perry Como Victor 
5. FOREVER AND EVER (6) (Robbins) ittanenp seen meee ee tay 
{Perry Comoe... wcsvess Victor 


6. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (1) (Chappell). ....... 


~~! 
. 


9. CARELESS HANDS (4) (Melrose) 


CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (16) (Spitzer) 
PORTRAIT OF JENNIE (Chappell) 
FAR AWAY PLACES (18) (Laurel) 


NEED YOU (Choice) 


WONDERFUL GUY (Chappell) 


CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) 


SO TIRED (Glenmore) 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) 


TRUE TO YOU IN MY FASHION (T. B. Harms) 


YOU BROKE YOUR PROMISE 


EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (15) (Mills) 


SO IN LOVE (6) (T. B. Harms) 


1 DON’T SEE ME (2) (Laurel) 


LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) .... 


COMME CI COMME CA (Leeds) 


coer seeee 


MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B) 


SOMEONE LIKE YOU (Harms) 


 *e © ewe ee erases are 


Second Group 


e400 bb S662 CSET EHDEOED SH OS 


**) Frank Sinatra Columbia 
; Vaughn Monroe ..... Victor 
Guy Lombardo........ Decca 

{ Bing Crosby.......... Decca 
{Dinah Shore..........Columbia 

§ Sammy KGy@...cccusss Victor 
Oe Ry) ee rer Capitol 
§ Gordon Jenkins........ Decca 
LPerry COMM. ....684k088s Victor 
fuse LOTHAR. «occ cevces Decca 
(Blue Barron ...icscesacs M-G-M 
King Cole Capitol 
eo Bee eee eee Decca 
UPETY COMO... recess Victor 
Stafford-MacRae ....... Capitol 


fesweoeese 


PONT ca beeen eee 


0- 


won't be possible at 


it 


Decca’s Vocalion | 
artists are on flat salaries, no roy-| York Monday 
it isn’t possible to| pects to 
costs,!on Decca Records recording prob-, 
pay publisher royalties, and also | lems. 


»S 


Best Sellers on Coin-Machmes.”¢ct.0!." 


4 


§ Eddy Howard ........ Mercury 
)Sammy Kaye ......... Victor 

{ Margaret Whiting Capitol 

SF PRVEN WOTTOR «5.5.0 sva0 501 Victor 
SR BONO. Siccusenes: Victor 

° (Dick Haymes........... Decca 
§ EGdy Howard ........ Mercury 
** Johnny Mercer........ Capitol 
} Russ Mcrgan........... Decca 
‘(Kay Starr eet ee Capitol 
Guy Lombardo......... Decca 
Art Mooney M-G-M 
eS a ae Capitol 
ERT DAY .....06 60x Columbia 

{ Bing Crosby ....... Decca 


: 


** ) Kay Starr Capitol 
Dinah Shore......... Columbia 
Paula Watson........ Supreme 
OG SOIT: oc cw Capitol 

{Guy Lombardo ...... Deeca 
t Doris Day Colunrdia 


| Previous reports of Owens’ receiv- 


ing over $6,000 from diskery was | 


the | untrue, according to Bradley. 
of course, establish a| Owens also received approximately 


records stocked by 





Kapp Back in N. Y. 
Dave Kapp got back into New 
30) evening and ex- 


remain east indefinitely 


He had been on the Coast the 


| past few weeks. 


Week of May 28 


4 
s 
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Recording Companies Slash Costs 
In Summer Economy Maneuver 


* Major recording companies have 


| begun slashing operating costs te 
| compensate, at least through the 
summer months, for the sales 
slump in which the business is 
gripped. While the paring is being 
done all the way down the line. it 
seems heaviest in the promotion 
end. Virtually all major manufac- 
turers are sharply reducing this 
phase of their activity mainly be- 
cause there’s plenty of room for 
adjustment 

One of the heaviest angles of 
promotion budgets has always been 
the servicing of disk jockeys and 
record reviewers It’s estimated 
that at one time the Big Four— 
Victor, Columbia, Decca, Capitol— 
plus Mercury and M-G-M — were 
spending well over $1,000,000 
among themselves to promote the 
output in this phase alone. That 
coverage is being drastically re- 
duced. Capitol, which is credited 
with doing the best job on this type 


of romancing, estimated not so 
long ago that it cost $100 a year 


per individual for the kind of serv- 
ice it doled out. 

As for Columbia and Victor, both 
have spent tremendous sums in 
promotion since they debuted their 
respective new developments—- 
33!3 rpm Microgroove Long Play- 
ing and the 45 rpm platters and 
players. This is in addition to the 
cost of developing the diverse 
methods of reproducing music on 


wax. Columbia at the time it un- 
veiled its LP’s was said to have 
spent $2,000,000 up to that point. 


Currently, $5,000.000 is being men- 
tioned as the cost of RCA’s 45 idea, 
from its inception to the present. 


Columbia iast week laid off a 
couple people in its New York 
promotional offices alone. Walter 


Murphy, head of the department, 
Was cut to one secretary and two 
assistants. Capitol is expected to 


' make cuts, too, in addition to lean- 


} 
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| Houston. 


| rode 


ing toward tightening 
tribution system. 

Decca hasn't made much of a 
move in that direction since it has 
been the most successful with hits 
since the start of the year. But it, 
too, figures to reduce costs eventu- 
ally to match conditions. 


up its dis- 


LARRY CLINTON DEBUTS 
NEW BAND IN CINCY 


Larry Clinton week will 
debut the band has formed 


next 
he 


|along lines similar to his hit com- 
| bination 
‘debuts .June 
| Cincinnati, 


of the late °30’s. Outfit 

3 at Coney Island, 
works June 45 at 
Beb-Lo, Detroit, and other one- 
nighters follow. 

Outfit is made up of 13 
plus Clinton and _= singer’ Dolly 
Its arrangements will 
be modern versions of those that 
Clinton’s first band to the 
top of the heap. 


men 





Alan Courtney Socks 


At Miami’s WINZ 
Miami, May 31. 
Alan Courtney, former New York 
and Denver disk jockey, is here 
doing a disk show on WINZ. He 
spins platters 8 to 9:30 p.m. nightly 
from Keen’s Steak House with the 
usual interviews. 
Courtney is also pianning a fam- 
ily program, to be done from his 
home with his Mrs. and kids. 





Disk Jockey Review 








' BALLROOM 


With Paul Flanagan 


| 2 Hrs.; 11 p.m. Sac. 


Tri-City Sewing Machine & Appli- 
ance Co. 
WTRY, Troy 
Brisk pacing marks the once 
weekly disk show aired for some 


months by standard WTRY an- 
nouncer. Flanagan stresses pert 


style not often employed for late 
evening locals in this area. Some 
listeners may think it overdone; 
the stay up crowd, chiefly young, 
will probably like it. Programs 
seem well prepared, diversified 
and balanced. A feature is “Re- 
peat Performance.” in which the 
selection chosen by dialers’ tele- 
phone calls is replayed. 

Flanagan reads the medium-in- 
sistent copy ‘for sewing machines, 
radio and television sets) with the 
same quick manner he announces 
numbers. Voice is very clear and 
nicely stylized. Jace. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Composer Gordon Jenkins is alternately confused and worried these 
davs. And it all stems from Irving Berlin’s “Miss Liberty” score, in 
which the verse inscribed on the Statue of Liberty has been adapted 
by Berlin to be used as a lyric in his score for the forthcoming musical. 
Jenkins has also used the verse, in his big-selling “Manhattan Tower” 
composition, and he’s concerned over what he feels is a “priority” in 
the use of the Emma Lazarus verse. That’s the only overlap; there is 


none in the melody. | 


The poem, of course, is public domain, and Berlin points out that its 
usage in his score is only because it has special significance to the 
show, since the Statue of Liberty is the focal background for the mu- 
sical. He had no knowledge that Jenkins used the verse in his ‘‘Tower,” 
Berlin points out, but even if he had, he would have used it anyway 
because of its importance to the show. Berlin cites three different song 
versions in which Joyce Kilmer’s verse of “Trees” was used, with per- 
mission; ditto Kipling’s p.d. “Mother O’Mine,” to illustrate what he 
feels is a right to adapt a popular verse without infringing on the 
melody line. 

Jenkins, musical director for Decca, learned about Berlin’s use of 
the verse when he demonstrated to Decce’s Dave Kapp and himself 
how the score was to be played. 





particularly Henry Spitzer, publisher of 
“Cruising Down the River,” are still wondering about the supposedly 
“infallible” accuracy of the rules governing the selection of tunes for 
the Lucky Strike “Hit Parade.” As part of the settlement made between 
the ciggie sponsor and the Warner Bros. music firms, via which the 
latter called off a court suit vs. the program, @ set of rules was drawn 
up via which it was said to be impossible for a song’s showing on the 
program to be too erratic. Spitzer’s “Cruising” was No. 1 on the show 
fo. eight straight weeks. Last Saturday (21) it plummeted from top 
to No. 7. Yet. Spitzer’s sales and plugs on it were slightly stronger 
than the previous two weeks. 

Musie biz has never been apprised of the arithmetic used to rate 
tunes for “Parade;” it was only told that errors that constantly marked 
the old system could not occur under the new, that abrupt skids from 
high positions couldn't happen since songs never die that fast, with 
the possible exception of novelties, which die overnight. 


Some music publishers, 


Hollywood music circles are getting a boot out of the recently com- 
pleted cutting of two sides by Dinah Shore and Doris Day, top Colum- 
bia Records chirps, who dueted on a pair of tunes from Irving Berlin’s 
fovihecoming “Miss Liberty’ score It took Hugo Winterhalter, who 
went west from N. Y. to moke the sides, four and a half hours to get 
tivo masters with which both girls were satisfied. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances four sides can and often are made in three hours. 

Tunes Miss Day and Miss Shore dueted were “You Can Have Him” 
and “It’s Better To Conceal.” 
was satisfied with the results. But with each new take, Miss Shore 
or Miss Day would insist that the other sang fine, but her own job 
could be improved upon. This went on master after master until both 
chirps decided they sang well enough in comparison to the other. 
Winterhalter then consumed only 30 minutes doing a duet of another 
“Liberty” tune with Miss Shore and Buddy Clark. 

The bus fire near Clarksburg, W. Va., from which Vaughn Monroe 
and his band escaped recently, cost the outfit close to $26,000. And 
it’s not covered by insurance, it’s said. Monroe and his associates have 
been trying to keep the loss quiet. 

Items lost include expensive evening gowns of Monroe’s Moon Maids, 
instruments plus personal belongings, including wallets holding cash. 
Ii seems that when the flames from overheated brakes were observed 
from within the bus by one of the musicians, no one thought it serious. 
They piled out when the bus stopped, not for safety reasons, but out of 
curiosity. A few minutes later the vehicle mushroomed into flame. 
Monroe was present, the first time he has ridden with the band in over 
a year. He usually travels by plane, piloting his own cabin affair. 





Name maestro lasf week picked up a map of the U. S. and in “red” 
ink drew his own Mason-Dixon line below which his band will never 
again be booked. Leader recently completed a series of one-nighters 
through the south, his first bookings in that territory in some time. 
and b.o. results were far from good. From here on the south can stick 
to dixieland as far as he’s concerned. 


Financed by the American Federation of Musicians’ recording & 
transcription fund, a series of 100 free musical programs are scheduled 
to be given by Local 802 in various metropolitan area institutions dur- 
ing June. 

Some seven major concerts are slated for the first two weeks of the 


On the Upbeat 








Almost from the first take, Winterhalter | 


New York 

Sydney Goldberg, Decca general 
sales manager, on checkup trip to 
Chicago, Peoria and Grand Rapids 
distribs, last two of which are in- 
dies Barry Winton, William 
Morris agency salesman and 
former maestro, batonned an al- 
bum of standards for Caravan 
Records in N. Y.... / Aron Copland 
to Europe for two-month visit with 
Various music organizations . . 


Metropolitan N. Y. Assn. of Disk ' 


Jockeys planning a “Beach Party” 
at Sutton hotel swimming pool 
June 25, midnight to three a.m. 
Peter Kent combo marks its 


12th anniversary at New Yorker 
hotel tomorrow (Thursday: 
Hollywood 
Foy Willing and his Riders of 


the Purple Sage doing two-week 
stand at the Flamingo, Las Vegas 
. .. Margaret Whiting waxed two 
waltzes (24) for Capitol . Eddy 
Howard’s Lake Shore Music Co. 
will publish his ballad, “Someone 
Else.” . . . Columbia reissuing “‘T’'ll 
Get By-My Silent Love,” nine-year- 
old Harry James-Dick Haymes 
biscuit . .. Modernaires in for five 
stanzas at Palmer House, Chi., 
starting July 14... Nellie Lutcher 
opens four-week engagement at 
Casbah Aug. 2 Pegsy Lee, 
Frankie Laine singing (24! for Los 
AngelesPress Photographers Assn. 
at Town House... Mel Torme pen- 
cilled into Fairmont hotel, S.F., for 
three weeks starting Aug. 2.. 
Arthur Lee Simpkins doing one 
week at Ciro’s. 

Annette Warren set for Golden 


Hotel. Reno, after winding up in 
“Salute to George Gershwin” show 
at Ambassador Julv 3 Frank De 
Vol to Cleveland July 6 for Cham- 
ber of Commerce luncheon in his 
honor Slim Coates waxing “The 
Man ana the Saw” for Castle Rec- 


ords Lesly Grey set for first 
two weeks at Ambassador Casino 
Room Mrs. Jack Kapp, widow 


ot the Decca founder, arrives here 





Chicago 
Bobby Byrne playing San An- 
tonio Airbases July 20 for one 
week Billy Bishop orch at 


Dutch Mill, Delavin, Wisc., July 1 
for three weeks Louis Arm- 
strong in one-weeker at Continen- 
tal Club, Milwaukee, June 28... 
Chet Robdle Trio closes at Cairo 
atter four-month run at northside 
bistro Norman Granz, j 


jazz 
promoter, in Acapulco, Mexico, 


vacationing before European 
junket... Blue Barron waxed two 
sides in Chi last week for MGM 
Records ditto for Frankie 
Masters Bernie Cummins at 
Muehlebach hotel, Kansas City, 
June 22, for a month Ted 
Weems goes into Pleasure Pier, 


Galveston, Tex. for two weeks June 
17... Nick Stuart into Chase 
hotel St. Louis, June 13, for the 
summer . 
Martinique ballroom June 21-30 
before taking one-nighter jaunt in 
midwest Will Osborne into 
Peony Park, Omaha, June 3-9... 
Teddy Phillips returns to Aragon 


ballroom June 14... Beb Strong 


(Continued on page 49) 


Sherman Hayes into! 


Ahlert, R&H Build 
Good Will in Wash. 


Washington, May 31. 
Building up good will for 
ASCAP in Washington, where the 


Society can use a lot of it, a team | 


of Fred EF. Ahlert, Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d and Richard Rodgers 
turned on their stuff for a capacity 
luncheon of the National Press 
Club last week. 

Ahlert, ASCAP’s prexy, fed ’em 
the straight material, about what 
ASCAP stands for and how it pro- 
tects the composer, while Rodgers 
and Hammerstein made with the 
charm in two light addresses. Then 
Rodgers proceeded to the stage 
where he played selections from 
“Oklahoma'’” and “South Pacific.” 
while Kyle MacDonnell and Ear] 


| Wrightson sang them solo and in 


duet. 

“One interesting segment of our 
members’ audience lies beyond the 
Iron Curtain,” Ahlert said in his 
talk. “Through the ‘Voice of 
America.’ American music is daily 
broadcast all over the world with- 
out financial reward to ASCAP 
members. In cooperation with the 
State Department, a growing appre- 
ciation of America’s democratic 
musical heritage is being fostered 
in non-democratic countries.” 

Hammerstein told how song- 
writers are “envied by people for 
money we haven't got,” and re- 
called Oscar Levant’s title for 
World War II, if it ever got written 
—‘You Can't Win a War With a 
Song.” 


March of Time 2-Reeler 
On Recording Industry 


NSG From Trade Angle 


March of Time 
two-ree!| documentary film on the 
recording industry in New York 
last week, showing it to major disk 
company execs and writers. Re- 
lease date is June 10. While the 
film, in all probability, will prove 
interesting to theatregoers, since 
it puts a number of recording, 
radio, opera and .video names on 
view, and goes behind the scenes 
to some e tent, it is generally un- 
satisfactory as a history of music 
on wax, a billion-dollar industry. 

In an endeavor to cover all 
phases of needlepoint music with- 
in the 18-minute running time, 





previewed its 


|Time tried to say too much and, 


wound up saving too little. For ex- 
ample, it was the so-called battle 
between the Columbia Record 331% 
rpm Microgroove Long Playing 
disks and the RCA-Victor 45 rpm 
platters that inspired Time to do 
'a documentary. And the confu- 
‘sion that exists in the recording 
field today because of the vari- 
speed developments, in opposition 
to the standard 78 rpm platters, 
is given little more than passing 
mention, and it’s badly planned at 
| that. 

| Time used no definite approach 
‘io the story. It begins with the 
|oldtime cylindrical recordings and 
progresses through to the modern 
output. frequettly flashing back, 
and often confusingly. It fails to 
achieve a real behind-the-scenes at- 
mosphere in many ways, too, par- 


ticularly in too-formal shots of 1¢- | 


cording sessions. In these the mu- 
sicians involved are either in cos- 
tume, as when the Korn Kobblers 
are caught on an M-G-M date. or 
impeccably attired in business 
clothes, as is Eddy Duchin, 
tured cutting for Columbia. This 
stiffness permeates the entire pro- 
duction. 

There’s one inspired idea, how- 
ever. In arriving at the point where 
James C. Petrillo and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians 
stopped all recording, in 1947, the 
soundtrack groans to a halt like a 
record running down. That touch 
was the only thing that impressed 
record execs when the film was 
caught 

When Time 
filming the 4wo-reeler, all compa- 
nies vied for coverage and mention 


of their labels. M-G-M seems to 
have gotten the most attention. 
Decca is mentioned as a “brash | 
young newcomer” at the point 
where the film dwells on Dececa’s 
entry into the field with a 35c. 
disk. Wood. 





Kay Starr’s Quick Disking 

Hollywood, May 31. 
Kay Starr is doing a series of 
records for Capitol before she 
takes off for New York in time 
to start her summer stint next 
Monday 
| Show. 


— i Allene | 
| Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


pic- | 


Was preparing and, 


(9) om the Chesterfield | 11:15 p.m. Sponsored by Ohio Mo- | subsid, will now handle both 
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The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mu. 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John.G. Peatman, Director. : 


Survey Week of May 20-26, 1949. 


A Chapter In My Life Called Mary......... »++-.. Shapiro-B 
A Wonderful Guy—**‘South Pacific” ............ Williamson 
“AM ae VYOUTO AGOTADIE ....ccccrcccecccccccvesees Laurel 
Again—i“Road House” ........... ree ee ... Robbins 
Bali Ha’i—*“South Pacific” ...... Oe ee ret eee Williamson 
Candy Kisses. . ow... cvivesas ee ee ee ee Hill & Range 
Careless Hands ..........+. er errr ete eee eee e Melrose 
Pee 0 eS Ce a a i.s'é's ba we Weewe 00 8b 00:05 om Leeds 
Cruising Down the River... .ccccccccesecccvsces Spitzer 
Everywhere You GO . ......secseesecsseees ... Lombardo 
ive Toot £6. TEN Gl PIUG 556.00 5505 oe Vee ews Feist 
Forever and Ever BR Sete Mie ee ee ee Robbins 
Havin’ a Wonderful Wish—*“Sorrewful Jones” . Paramount 
How It Lies, How It Lies, How It Lies. ........... Morris 
Hurry, Hurry, Hurry... «+e wees So sae i ae eee Dreyer 


I Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore oy Laurel 
If You Stub Toe on Moon—?*“Connecticut Yankee”. Mayfair 


It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World ............... BMI 
Johumy Get VWour Gard oii ccc des cee cesar eees Bourne 
Kiss Me Sweet ere dar asieae ee Advanced 
Little Old Church Near Leicester Square Oxford 
One, Only Highland Fling—7“Barkleys of B'’way”’ H. Warren 
Ned Ones POL © BlUe LOGY «685.6 alice 6 oe. 5 re een Mills 
Riders In the Sky She oc dak Bete Ny VENA MG Mi Sot Morris 

So in Ove? i ge Iie, Ale ak ks Gis ee ower T. B. Harms 


Some Enchanted Evening—*‘South Pacific” Williamson 


Someone Like You—7*‘My Dream Is Yours”...... Harms 
SINGER Ee GOVE 6 yeaa WS 8a OW le a 6k 4 8OE.ES Warren 
Sunflower gv org XE ow eee .. Famous 
While the Angelus Was Ringing ..... 2 C. K. Harris 
The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 


based on the copyright Audience Coverage Ind: x Survey of Ponu- 


lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the 
Office of Research, Inc, Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 

Baby It’s Cold Outside—?‘‘Neptune’s Daughter” Morris 

Ballin’ the Jack E. B. Marks 


Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend—7* Beautiful Blonde” Miller 
Don’t Cry, Cry Baby Santly-Joy 


Dreamer With a Penny—*‘All For Love”......... Simon 
Dreamy Old New England Moon Leeds 
Every Time I Meet You—*‘Beautiful Blonde” Feist 

PH Sirite Alons With YOU.< i ioc. cce sea es ceteas Witmark 
Pein BOO re TO MASE FOU. 6 eccsivds ie cca eeneses Berlin 


Beacon 
. Santly-Joy 


Just In Case 
Lora Bell Lee 


Maybe It’s Because—** Along Fifth Avenue”...... BYC 

My Dream Is Yours—i‘‘My Dream Is Yours’”’...... Witmark 
POE RE dV aes a ere ee aL pede b ORD RS RD Choice 
Perhaps, Perhaps. Perhaps ...... Caribbean 


Portrait of Jennie 


, Chappell 
Streets Of Laredo—?‘Streets Of Laredo’. 


Famous 


Underneath the Linden Tree..............0-2e08: La Salle 
Weddin’ Day wee ETE TE COTS TC ee Te ‘ Famous 
While We're Young ...... reer erreer ere re Regent 
You're Heartless ....... hans re oT Teer ee Mills 


¥ Film musical. * Legit musical. 











Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin Waldorf (400: $2) ae ees 8 2.425 21,250 
Nat Brandwynne*. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)...... 5 800 5,125 
Lawrence Welk Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 10 1.050 11,475 
Dick Jurgens statler (450: $1.50-$2) . oi. iccc 1.250 1,250 
,Carmen Cavallaro Astor (850; $1.50-$2)............ 1 3.700 3,700 





* New Yorker, ice revue. 


Chicago 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). 
Cass Franklin and Monic: Moore. Fine 1,700 covers. 

Dick LaSalle (Maytair Room, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). With Lena 
Horne. Excellent 3,800 covers. 7 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Masters and Ice Show, fine 3,350 tabs. 

Buddy Moreno (Marine Room, Edgewater, 
ventions help here. Big 3,800 tabs. 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). “Salute to 
Rodgers and Hammerstein” holding at boii 4,000 covers. 

Ted Straeter (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$] cover). 
| De Marcos garnering lower 2,800 tabs. 


| 


700: $1.20 cover). Cone 


Los Angeles 
Jack Fina (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Ben Gage. Ruiz and God- 
frey, Annette Warren, Stuart Wade, Tune Tailors. First week up 3,825 
covers. 
Chuck Foster—(Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). Okay 2.700 covers 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Dropping. 960 covers: 


| Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
_ Blue Barron (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
Sions. ° 
Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Dropped to 3,000 covers. 000 
Jimmy Featherstone (Trianon: $1-$1.15 adm.). Final week. okay 10, 
admissions. t 
Bobby Peters (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Slightly less than ee 


Final week, big 16,000 admis- 


Tony Martin. 


' week; 1,300 tabs. 

(Los Angeles) " 
| Good 12,500 ad- 
missions. 


ae 





| Les Brown (Palladium B., Hollywood, 3rd wk.). 
| 


Bill Hawkins, Cleveland’s first | Julie Losch is out as Hollywood 


Negro disk jockey, joins WHK with | chief of Santly-Joy. Phil <b 
Coast rep, 


a five-a-week 15-minute stanza at Oxford Music cat- 


tor Sales, alogs. 


Wek tory. 
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By JULIUS MATTFELD 


(Copyright, Variety inc 


legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct 
Cavalcade started publication serially It 
clipped and filed for future reference 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part 


1910—Continued 


I’m Looking for a Nice Young 
Fellow Who is Looking for a Nice 
Young Girl. w., Jeff T. Branen. m., 
S. R. Henry. Jos. W. Stern & Co., 
cop. 1910. 

I’ve Got the Time—I’ve Got the 
Place But It’s Hard to Find the 
Girl. w., Ballard MacDonald. m., 
S. R. Henry. Jos. W. Stern & Co., 
cop. 1910. 

If He Comes In, I’m Going Out. 
w.. Cecil Mack. m., Chris Smith. 
The Gotham - Attucks Music Co., 
cop. 1910 

in the Shadows. Dance for orch 


m., Herman Finck. Jos. W. Stern & 
Co., cop. 1910 by Hawkes & Sons, 
London; assigned 1910 to Jos. W. 


Stern & Co.:; assigned 1912 to Edw. 
B. Marks Music Co. (Published as 
a song, with words by E. Ray Goetz, 
1911) 

Italian Street Song (Naughty 
Marietta). w., Rida Johnson Young. 
m., Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & 
sons, cop. 1910. 

Kiss Me, My Honey, Kiss Me. w.. 
Irving Berlin. m., Ted Snyder. Ted 
Snyder Co., Inc., cop. 1910. 

Let Me Call You Sweetheart. w., 


m.. Beth Slater Whitson and Leo 
Friedman. Chicago; Harold Rossi- 
ter Music Co., cop. 1910 by Leo 


Friedman, Chicago; assigned 1910 
to Harold Rossiter Music Co. 
Liebesfreud. Composition | for 
violin and piano. m., Fritz Kreisler. 
Corl Fischer, Inc., cop. 1910. 
Life is Only What You Make it 
After All (Tillie’s Nightmare). w., 


Edgar Smith. m., A. Baldwin 
Sloane. Chicago: Chas. K. Harris, 
cop. 1910. 

Morning. w., Frank L. Stanton. 


m., Oley Speaks. G. Schirmer, Inc., 
cop. 1910. 

Mother Machree (Barry of Bally- 
more). w., Rida Johnson Young. m., 


Chauncey Olcott and Ernest R. 
Ball. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
19'0 


My Heart Has Learned to Love 
You, Now Do Not Say Good-Bye. 
w., Dave Reed. m., Ernest R. Ball. 


M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1910. 
Oh, That Beautiful Rag (Up an 


Down Broadway). w., Irving Berlin. 
m., Ted Snyder. Ted Snyder Co., 


Earle C. 


cop. 1910. 
On Mobile Bay. w., 














MY ONE AND. ONLY 
HIGHLAND FLING 


From M-G-M 5 
‘THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY 
recorded by 
BUDDY CLARK—DINAH SHORE 
Columbia 
GORDON MacRAE—JO STAFFORD 
Capitol 
FRED ASTAiné—GINGER ROGERS 
MGM 
FREDDY MARTIN 


RCA Victor 





HARRY WARREN MUSIC, INC. 











PROGRAM NOW 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 


SNUGGLED ON 
YOUR SHOULDER 


FEIST 

















PUT YOUR 
SHOES ON, 


LUCY 


BOURNE. INC. 
799 7th Ave. New York 
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6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
is suggested that these installments be 


Jones. m., Charles N. Daniels. 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 1910. 

A Perfect Day. w., m., Carrie 
Jacobs-Bond. Chicago: Carrie Ja- 
cobs-Bond & Son, cop. 1910 by 
Carrie Jacobs-Bond. 

Plant a Watermelon on My Grave 
and Let the Juice Soak Through. 


w., m., Frank Dumont and R. P 
Lilly. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1910. 

Put Your Arms Around Me, 


Honey. w., Junie McCree, m., Al- 


bert Von Tilzer. The York Music 
Co., cop. 1910 
Schoen Rosmarin — Fair Ros- 


marin. Composition for violin and 
piano. m., Fritz Kreisler. Carl 
Fischer, Inc., cop. 1910. 

She Took Mother’s Advice. w., 
Stanley Murphy m., Percy Wen- 
rich Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1910 

Silver Bell. w., Edward Madden 
m., Perey Wenrich, Jerome H. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1910. 

Some of These Days. w., m 
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o 
Survey of retail sheet music Py} g ; : 
sales, based on reports obtained 3 - = 8 2 § 

from leading stores in 12 cities ¢ | | % 2 = 3 . 
and showing comparative sales x | . 3 5 | 3 5 | S 8 & ’ 
rating for this and last week. | & © BE : e | g g | = lvls x ’| oO 
sie /el/B/Sl@lSiBl Elsie] 7 
wir licol/slialianlsi/eile2/8s/4]o! A 
W k E di Oe ee al se BMS /S lass] e/ 

he az > w -|e w | oe 

satnat og > ete die (sia ge laia(3 2g 
Rating May 28 | S S a F 3 a 5 re is @ > a - 
This Last lIpligicigialSisi8isi§ SiqiN 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher ee | z \6 8 8 3 oisiula > & g : 
1 5 “Riders in the Sky” (Morris)..... 3 1 2 3 6 1 3 1 3 1 3 g g7 
2 1 “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer)... 1 3 1 tf Lt 2 7 6 .. 7 1 YY gH 
3A 2 “Forever and Ever” (Robbins).... 2 2 3 9 3 4 a a oe wee 10 74 
3B 6 “Enchanted Evening” (Williamson) 6 7. _ 9 6 61 ee 2 _2 2 me ~ 3 94 
4 4 ‘“*A’—You’re Adorable” (Laurel) Dd 5 2 5 - * 5 6 7 ° 66 
5 3 “Again” (Robbins) 4 4 4 2 3 2 3 5 10 ~~ 62 
“6 7 “Careless Hands” (Melrose) 7 8 8 6 8 5 6 7 8 8 8 £ @ 
7 9 . “Bali Ha’i” (Williamson)......... 9° 9 . : 2. © «2. . 2 
8 8 “Red Roses fdr Blue Lady” (Mills) .. 6 7 10 MR ORE ES. 
9 10 “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel) ee 2 a aan ae 21 
10 12 “Someone Like You” (Harms Inc.) * ‘  « 7 5 - - a 19 
11 “A Wonderful Guy” (Williamson) 6 . . + i; 2 
12 “Money, Marbles & Chalk” (Lois) ria . he Ok hie 3 
13A .. “Candy Kisses” (Hill & Range)... 10 9 .. .. a Se PPE 7 
i3B 13 “Younger Springtime” (W’mson) .. . ee oe 4 





Shelton Brooks. Chicago: Will Ros- 
siter, cop. 1910. 

Somebody Else, It’s Always 
Somebody Else. w., Jack Drislane 
m., George W. Meyer. F. B. Havi- 
land Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1910. 

Steamboat Bill. w., Ren Shields. 
m., Leighton Bros. F. A. Mills,.cop. 
1910. 

That Beautiful Rag. w., Irving 
Berlin. m., Ted Snyder. Ted Snyder 
Co., cop. 1910. 

That Minor Strain. w., Cecil 
Mack. m., Eord Dabney. The Goth- 
am-Attucks Music Co., cop. 1910 by 
R. C. McPherson and Ford Dabney. 

That’s Why They Call Me 
“Shine.” w., Cecil Mack. m., Ford 
Dabney. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
cop. 1910. 

That’s m., 
James Brockman. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1910. 

Two Little Love Bees (The 
Spring Maid). w., Robert B. Smith. 
m., Heinrich Reinhardt. Jos. W. 
Stern & Co., cop. 1909 by Breitkopf 
& Hartel, Leipzig; assigned 1910 


Yiddish Love. w., 


a to Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 1910 


by Jos. W. Stern & Co. 

Under the Yum, Yum Tree. w., 
Andrew B. Sterling. m., Harry Von 
Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer Pub. Co., 
cop. 1910. 

Washington and Lee Swing. w., 
C. A. Robbins. m., Thornton W. 
Allen and M. W. Sheafe. Thornton 
W. Allen, cop. 1910 and 1920 by 
Thornton W. Allen and R. G. 
Thach; cop. 1930 by Thornton W. 
Allen. 
| What's the Matter With Father? 
w., Harry H. Williams. m., Egbert 
Van Alstyne. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1910. 

The Wild Rose (When Sweet 
Sixteen). w., George V. Hobart. m.. 
Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1910. 

Winter. w., Alfred Bryan. m., Al- 
bert Gumble. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co.. cop. 1910. 

You Are the Ideal of My Dreams. 
w., m., Herbert Ingraham. Shapiro, 

‘Bernstein & Co.. cop. 1910. 

You Remind Me of the Girl That 
Used to Go to School With Me! w.. 
Jack Drislane. m., Charles Miller. 
fh Haviland Pub. Co., Ince., cop. 





The Boy Scouts of America came 
into being. 

Halley’s comet, discovered in 
240 B.C., re-appeared in 1910 and 
caused vast consternation. (It will 
be visible again in 1985). 

Jack Johnson stopped Jim Jef- 
fries, when the latter attempted a 
comeback. in 15 rounds at Reno, 
Nevada. Johnson's mother told 
newspaper reporters her boy had 
said he “would bring home the ba- 
con,” and the American language 
got another colorful phrase. 

Motion picture producers turned 
their eyes from the east. to the 
Coast, and thus what now amounts 
to Hollywood was born. 

Charles Evans Hughes was ap- 
pointed to the Supreme Court. 

Mayor Gaynor, of New York 
City, was shot by a discharged 
Dock Department employee. 

Labor leaders were accused of 
dynamiting the Los Angeles Times 
plant, killing a score of persons. 

Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the 
Christian Science Church, died, 
aged 90. 

Nearly every woman carried a 
sunshade, and the right length for 
sweaters was to the knees. 

The U. S. suffered its twenty-first . 












I Love Love (The Red Widow). | 


depression since 1790. It lasted one 
w., Channing Pollock and Rennold 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


year. 
’ Christy Mathewson was the Wolf. m., Charles J. Gebest. M. [Waek aniline Sheu 81 
Giants’ pitching ace, and Chief Witmark & Sons, cop. 1911 ween pe: ly po Mag 
Meyers backed him up behind the I Want a Girl—Just Like the Lavender Blue ste Sun 
plate. After they trimmed the Yan- Girl That Married Dear Old Dad. 2th Street Rag Chappell 
kees, they appeared in vaudeville. w., William Dillon. m., Harry Von Red Roses, Blue Lady Wright 
Censorship of films was going on Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer Music Powder Your Face Chappell 
everywhere. In San Francisco, the Pub, Co., cop. 1911. | Faraway Places Leeds 
board of censors clamped down on If You Talk in Your Sleep, Don’t In a Shady Nook Keith P 
32 releases as “unfit for public €x- Mention My Name. w., A. Sey-| Wedding Lilli Marlene. B&C 
cag oe i, wage sane a Tbe mour Brown. m., Nat D. Ayer. | Put 'em in a Box... .Connelly 
a salior, 4n sot fursuit, © Jerome M. Remick & Co., cop. On the 5:45.. Strauss 
. Black Viper and “Maggie, the 1911; assigned to Remick Music Cuckoo Waltz Keith P 
erry Barrymore’s “The Jail, ©°"P- ’ | Put Shoes on Lucy Gay 
sic arrv "e's Ji | = agin ’ ia 
Bird” * as ‘y first class vaudeville ss... ha ge ,-! Pe Ted on me sae. 
act, as was Frank Keenan’s drama- | P€'t aimar. m., fed snyder. Lec 
tic sketch, “The Oath.” Rising | Snyder Co., Inc., cop. 1911 Second 12 
vaudeville actors included Frank Jimmy Valentine. w., Edward Buy Killarney. ....P. Maurice 
Fay (with Fay, Two Coleys and Madden. m., Gus Edwards. Gus Strawberry Moon Yale 
Fay in “From Uncle Tom to Vaude- Edwards, Inc., cop. 1911; assigned Behind the Clouds...Feldman 
jr eo a = — 1912 to Jerome H. Remick & Co. Heart Loch Lomond.....Unit 
Arbuckle (who not long afterwar Little Grey ‘est. Dreams Come True... Wright 
changed to films). Andrew Mack yw. p. Fin ole ali liga: tape Happened in Adano. . Maurice 
made one of his many vaudeville Lohr, London: Chappell & Co Buttons and Bows... . Victoria 
tours. Ltd., cop. 1911. we Candy Kisses...... Chappell 
Glenn Curtiss flew an airplane My B ti : . Like Being in Love Fox 
from Albany to New York, winning y 4 A eo Lady (The Pink Brush Those Tears _... Leeds 
$10,000 offered by the New York Tr y eee . mM. S. McLellan. m., You Was......... Cinephonic 
World. van Caryll. London: Chappell & Clopin Clopant....... Imperia 


Co., Ltd., cop. 1911. | 


hit. Likewise Marie Dressler in _ My Rosary of Dreams. w., m., E. 
“Tillie’s Nightmare.” Otis Skinner F. Dusenberry and C. M. Denison. 
appeared in “Your Humble Serv- | F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., cop. 1911. 
ant. | Oh You Beautiful Doil. w., A. 
| Seymour Brown. M., Nat D. Ayer. 

1911 we H. Remick & Co., cop. 


Alexander’s Ragtime Band. w.,) Oh! You Circus Day (Hanky 


m,. Irving Berlin. Ted Snyder Co.,| Panky). w., m., Edith Maida Les- TING-A-LING 


Inc., cop. 1911. sing and Jimmie V. Monaco. Chi- (Waltz of the Bells) 
All Alone. w.., cago: Will Rossiter, cop. 1911 © 


“The Chocolate Soldier’? was a 











YOU'RE 
HEARTLESS 


Will Dillon, m., 


+ ee - — Harry Von Tilzer The Oceana Roll. w.. Roger 

Music Pub. Co., cop. 1911. Lewis, m., Lucien Denni. R ‘ick 

Baby Rose. w., Louis Weslyn. m.,| Music Corp., cop. 1911. by Sener THE DREAM OF 
George Christit. M. Witmark & Lewis; assigned 1911 to Aubrey OLWEN 


Sons, cop. 1911. 

Bwnum Had the Right Idea (The 
Little Millionaire). w., m., George 
S eaates Cohan and Harris, cop. 


Stauffer & Co.; assigned 1911 to 
Jerome H. Remick & Co 

Ragtime Violin! w., m., Irving 
Berlin. Ted Snyder Co., cop. 1911. 


' A Ring on the Fi s W 
Bring Back My Golden Dreams. Two on the ‘Tanase. w. Jock Mat | 


w., Alfred Bryan. m., George W. | honey. m., George W. Mever 
Meyer. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co.. Haviland Pub. Co. bag. on. 1911, 
Inc., cop. 1911. Roamin’ in the Gloamin’. w.. m 
Can't You Take It Back, and Harry Lauder. T. B. Harms & | 
Change It for a Boy? w., m., Thur- Francis, Day & Hunter cop. 1911. 
land Chattaway. F. B. Haviland by Francis, Day & Hunter. | 
Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1911. Say Not Love Is a Dream (The 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19, N. ¥. 























” Made from your negative or photo” “ig 
Unsurpassed in quality at ary price 


NO NEGATIVE CHARGE—NO EXTRAS 


Child Love. w., Dave Oppen- Count of Luxemb = : 
heim. m., Joe Cooper W xembourg). w., Basil | § 24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST 
ae yy ie 1 a Jos. W. Hood. m., Franz Lehar. London: | 8x10's: $7.99 per 100; 555 per 1000 


Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1911. 
Somewhere a Voice Is Calling. | 


' Fan Mall Photas (5°x 7°) $36 per 1000 - Posters 33 per 1000 
aly : : Mounted Enlargements 3040 3 

M. youd Boston: Jos. M. Daly, w., Eileen Newton. m., Arthur F. (No Negative Charge on 2 ornare) ‘ 
ia Peete? Made by J. J. Kriegsmann, The Man Whose 


Daly's Reel. Two step. m., Joseph 


Tate. T. B. Harms and Francis, Day 
& Hunter, Inc., cop. 1911 by J. H.| 
Larway, London ; 

‘The Spaniard That Blighted My | 
Life. w.. m., Billy Merson. Fran- | 
cis, Day & Hunter, cop. 1911. | 

Take Me Back to the Garden of 


Down the Field. March and two- 
step. w., C. W. O'Connor. m., Stan- 
leigh P. Friedman. Leo Feist. Inc., 
cop. 1911. 

Everybody’s Doing It Now. w., 
m., Irving Berlin. Ted Snyder Co. 
cop. 1911. 

The Gaby Glide (Vera Violetta). 


Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers 


| Gp Plana 7.0233 


‘ OPY. 165 West 46th St. 
My ra RT New York 19, N.Y 


"WE DELIVER WHAT WEA 




















——— 
[owen W., x Ray Goetz. m., Nat meet 
sborne. ny aa, : 

W.. Harry Pileer. m., Louis A, 1911. = ee “| 7 
nig a cs Bernstein & Co., , That Mysterious Rag. w.. m 

‘ee Irving Berlin and Ted Snyder. Ted | 
F A 7 Was Made » Love. w., Snyder Co., cop. 1911 — 
Joe 7oodwin. m., reorge W. | That Was Befor IM r, | 
Meyer. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co.. | Alfred Bryan mn. ae W. 
Inc., cop. 1911. Meyer. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co.. 
wine games. w., Harry cop. 1911. "| 

iiiiams. m., Egbert Van Alstyne. There's a Dixie Girl Who’ =| 
— H. Remick & Co., cop. ing for a Yankee Doodle ~. 2 | 
$11. Robert F. Roden. m., George W, | 

he Harbor of Love. _w.. Earle Meyer. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co 
C. Jones. m., Charlotte Blake. Je-|Inc., cop. 1911 i 
rome H. Remick & Co.. cop. 1911. There'll Come a Time. w., m. 

Honey-Love. w., Jack Drislane. Shelton Brooks. Chicago: Harold | 

Rossiter Music Co., cop. 1911. | 

(Continued next week) 


LAUREL MUSIC CO 


m., George W. Meyer. F. B. Havi- 1619 Broadway, New ks 


land Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1911, 
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Made by Spivak Prior | RETAIL DISK BES1 SELLERS | 
To His Shift to Victor | an 
Columbia Records Corp. is re-| ARIETY e | > | £ 
issuing some nog ra ewes? Survey of retail disk best 5 | & | ar = 
recordings, the firs a ae : Pp | sellers, based on reports ob- 7 siale Yigic S 
has put out since te ae a tained from leading stores in g =!15/|0 eié 2 | el - A 
to Victor just before be s wORC | 12 cities and showing com- $|% = lol ele 5 |= —~|si8|3| fT 
the 1942 ban oR eee mai? aa parative sales rating for this 2 | g = | @ o BISiS/E|AIO =| 0 
has selected rotner . and last week. fo | S| a \sisalsi*¥leielaglel wT 
“Flegy” as a coupling and will 2; 8] 6 | wisiwliel§/8igig 
market them within a few weeks. > | 2 Ally a Sidoia|! Ei 2 4 
- is sai Q | | +» : (ely IilTIivTisle . 
Story behind the reissues is said e A\s S , |. o | x | 
to be the fact that a N. Y. retail National Week Ending te , Ps g | } 3 t 2 s a < P 
store was found to be selling boot- Rating “ | |% r | g bs 5 e z Oo 
leg versions of the “Bill” side for May 28 S clalels eile iealeliaie| 4s , 
$1.50 per on an acetate platter. This Last |S§i<€ig S & ~ gid bs ~ | N 
“pill” and a few other things o~ - : E aigig ;/S18 1/8 sis s | = a 
Spivak made for Columbia were wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title 7 Zz \|0 Sie $i\SlinlelF@lElislsl s 
hits, and‘ when he moved to Vic- penaeemmen 9% seni ~ ayers raee aaa — err 
tor Columbia withdrew from the 1 , eo nage pong we Victor) 
market all copies of everything he J _migers in the Sky”............. 1° 1 2 Ba mrt Se eS 
made for them. It has a version GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
of “White Christmas” by the 2 2 “Again” ieee ee eS Be oe ee 6 eo Oe eS 3 2 Q 2 2 2 2 2 64 
trumpeter that was a big seller, RUSS MORGAN (Decca) a 
and that, too, has been withheld 3 4 “Forever and Ever”............. 7 9 5 . 2.8 «@ 1 43 
ever since due _ to the circum- PERRY COMO (Victor) 
stances of Spivak’s move to Victor. 4 3 “Some Enchanted Evening”...... 5 4 3.7 5 . 38 
However, with the disk business as tae = 38 
{t is, Columbia apparently feels 5 10 thin hae (Cap) 
that personal prejudices are ex-|| — Mae MR 5s =a RROD 6 6 4 9 8 6 5 33 
pendable in view of possible sales. PERRY COMO (Victor) 
Acetates the N. Y. retailer was | -* 6 _' (a Mk EO eeeieshies se a 3 630 
gelling were dubbed from an orig- G. JENKINS-STARDUSTERS (D) 
{nal recording of the tune. And 7A 12 “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”... 4 4 3 10 10 24 
acetates last for comparatively BING CROSBY (Decca) - 
few spins. Yet, he was getting _1B 13 “Some Enchanted Evening”...... .. 3 63 és 7 q 24 
$1.50 for them. D. SHORE-B. CLARK (Columbia) - 
8 5. “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” 83 110 22 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) —. ~~ -~e ae = 
Frances Langford, Merc 9A _7 “Cruising Down the River”......_10 = we 8 8 18 
Adjust Differences M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) : 
Chicago, May 31. _9B 13 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”... .... 2 6 7 _ 18 
Frances Langford last week MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
dropped her $7,500 suit against 10 A  WOMGOTIOL (608 os ic ascccss 8 5 5 15 
Mercury Records when recording PERRY COMO (Victor) —— 
outfit promised to issue an album 11A 14 “Forever and Ever”............. 7 3 12 
of songstress and also replate 12 So ey aS 
standard platters on “LP’s” for im- | 11, a ae (Columbia) a am 
mediate sale. Diskery will also tA owners EERE EEE, “ 
have option on future sides that KAY STARR (Capitol) 
canary might record. 12A ‘How It Lies”.................. 5 6 11 
Miss. Langford instituted suit in MEL TORME (Capitol) 
federal district court several 12B 15 “Careless Hands”............... 8 3 ill 
months ago, charging failure to pay sae BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
royalties. 13A 15 “A New Shade of Blues”......... 2 9 
~ VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
° 13B >: eer Sra eike-& Kies de dod 2 9 
Las Vegas’ Musical = 2 SOT ES TAINS SEAT! 
8 Las Vegas < Tene GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
Hal Braudis, entertainment di-|| 23C_-- “Everywhere You Go”.........- 2 9 
rector of the Thunderbird hote’. DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
Las Vegas, is offering a series of 13D “Again” .... ones s ee sessseses 2 9 
miniature musicals with a name PERRY COMO (Victor) 
headliner and change of bill every 14A “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”.. 10 8 7 8 fi 
two weeks. Kathryn Duffy dancers SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
ag Be nnd pt peg Sal 14B 17 “Kiss Me Sweet”............. . 3 8 
Z over to the un- a = a SO oe 
derbird, Braudis held similar post 14C 15 egy Roe oar IC (Columbia 3 8 
at the Last Frontier, Las Vegas. | an ls. IEE cared 
— SARAH VAUGHAN (Columbia) 
15A “As Yeu Desise Me”............-. 4 7 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
MAYBE, WHEN IT’S 15B = TS 4 7 
SPRING AGAIN MEL TORME (Capitol) 
e ° | EO ... RAE 4 7 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
INFATUATION 15D 16 “Who's Girl Are You?”.......... 4 7 
© e 1 2 3 4 5 
SOUTH PACIFIC KISS ME, KATE CONNECTICUT MANHATTAN TO MOTHER 
WHAT A SOUTHERN FIVE TOP YANKEE TOWERS 
ACCENT CAN DO A L BR U M S Broadway Cast Broadway Cas? Sing Crosby Gordon Jenkins Sddy Amete 
’ . Columbia Columbia Decca Decca Victor 
LATEST SONGS FROM 
the Oliver Music Co. | Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
— : ; (Based on Points Earned) 
pee No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
Victor wTRrTTTUELEELELEX EL EL eee, 6 208 Columbia eeeeeeereeeeeee esters 5 58 
Decca eouoeeeeeeeoeeeoeet sere 7 189 M-G-M eeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeee 2 16 
Capitol ....cccccccccsccccsees 6 OS | PROMO iccew ci ctcccccssasee vis 1 9 | 
— — = ———<—_—_—— ein peemeonn meena 
5 a (9). Gene Wittieue | Semmes Fero outfit on station’ 
orch opens two-week engagement WTTG...Glen_ Henry’s 14-) 
On the Upheat at Bill Green’s Friday (3), replac- piecer, from Long Beach, Cal.,| 


ABC MUSIC CORP. 
799 7th Ave. New York 











LOADED WITH DYNAMITE! 


| DIDN'T KNOW 
THE GUN 
WAS LOADED 


LEWIS MUSIC PUB. CO., INC. 
240 West 55th Sr. 
New York 19, N. Y. 
Circle 6-0325 
HERR LEVENTHAL, Prof. Mgr. 

















Continued from page 46 


Plaza, June 17, 
Springfield, Ill... . Russ Carlyle 
winding up at Claridge hotel, 
|Memphis, then heading east on 
one-nighters .. . Skitch Henderson 
going in on location at Netherlands 
| Plaza, Cincinnati, June 24... Leo 
Peiper set for BuckEye Lake, Cleve- 
land, June 5. . Orrin Tucker 
doing a week at Riviera, Lake 
Geneva, Wisc., June 21... Maurice 
Rocco into Club Silhouette, June 
91 for a month... Russell Sisters 
set for Turf Club, Austin, Minn., 
for two weeks and options, June 
13. . . Gordon Trio into Basil's 
Club, Kokomo, Ind., June 3 for two 
weeks ' 
pacted Bill Foster Trio and Marvin 
and Rita, musical duo. 


set for Terra 








| Pittsburgh 
| 
| nighter 


at Chese-A-Rena 


‘ing Marty Gregor outfit . 


. Billboard Attractions | 


| 


Sammy 
Kaye plays week of June 13 at 
Vogue Terrace. Bill Green has 
set Dick Jurgens, Jack Fina and 
Carmen Cavallaro bands, among 
others, for his outdoor Terraced 
Gardens this summer With Ter- 
race Room of William Penn hotel 
dropping shows and featuring only 
dinner dancing, Billy Catizone 
will cut down his present band 
there almost in half ..Tommy 
Carlyn, local maestro, has taken 
his orch back into the Chi terri- 
tory for a few months.. Bill 
Bickel’s Starliters Trio has had 
option picked up at Fiesta Room 
of Hotel Roosevelt and looks set 
for indefinite stay. 








Washington 


For the fifth straight year, Tony 


| Nobile orch here inked by Saranac 


Benny Goodman band plays one- | 
next 


Inn, Saranac Lake, N. Y., for full 
summer season commencing June 6 
... AFM Local 161 signed its first 
contract for a.TV_ staff band, 


signed on the S. S. Bear Mountain, | 
Potomac River summer cruise 
boat. Marks first time boat has) 
taken a regular band on a steady 
basis for the summer. . Paul J. 
Schwarz, Ray Peters and Marty 
Emerson, D. C. delegates, off to 
Frisco for the AFM convention 
.. . Sammy Kaye slated to play a 
week at Loew’s Capitol here, com-| 
mencing June 23... the Evalyn 
Tyner Trio deal at the Statler hotel 
here calls for 32 weeks with op- 
tions .. . Skitch Henderson wound 
up Glen Echo Amusement Park en- | 
gagement, with Louis Prima mov- 
ing in to succeed him ... May- 
flower hotel has done the unusual | 
and signed a local band for the} 
summer, Johnny Shaw’s unit. . .! 
Local 161 has set up a women’s 


club, new idea in Federation cir-| ” 


cles, for women musicians and the 
wives of musicians. First presi- 
dent is Jo Freedman, pianist at the 
Crosstown restaurant ... Washing- 
ton area musicians also sporting a 
four-team baseball league this | 


season. j 


Special Promotion Disk 
On Monroe Tune Gets 
Unusual Sales Reaction 


RCA-Victor has encountered a 
curious reaction to a special pro- 
motion disk it made with Vaughn 
Monroe in behalf of his “Riders in 
the Sky” hit. 

Victor had Monroe cut a platter 
for use by disk jockeys only. It 
told the background of the tune, 
its origin in a Indian legend and 
how songwriter Stan Jones came 
to pen the melody. Copies of the 
side were sent to hundreds of 
platter spinners. 

During the past week, Victor 
has gotten requests from several 
distributors who want to buy 
copies of the story of the tune for 
commercial sales. It seems disk 
jocks, after spinning the promo- 
tion platter, got queries from lis- 
teners as to where the disk could 
be bought. These requests were 
turned over to distribs and re- 
layed to Victor. If the company 
gets enough demand it may mar- 
ket the side. 


N. Y. Cafe Rouge To 


Stay Open in Summer 
Statler hotel, New York, will not 
close its Cafe Rouge, name band 
room, during August as originally 
anticipated. Spot has bought Henry 
Busse’s orchestra to open Aug. 4. 
It’s Busse’s initial date in the room. 
Last year the cafe was closed 
during the August hot spell. It is 
not air-conditioned. 


Sn - 








Pitt Beegles Split 


Pittsburgh, May 31. 

Tom Beegle, Jr., has withdrawn 
from concert business which he 
and his brother, William Beegle, 
have been operating for the last 
two years, to go into a new enter- 
prise. He’s hooked up with Dick 
Cook, former publisher of defunct 
local newsmag, Bulletin-Index, on 
Market to Music, outfit which will 
pipe canned music into super-mar- 
kets along with spot commercial 
announcements for the big food 
concerns, 

Next season William Beegle 
plans to handle the longhair book- 
ings locally alone. 














FRANKIE LAINE 


PEGGY LEE’S 
Chesterfield Supper Club 


Thursday—NBC 














A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
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Same Old Coney 


Continued from page 2 








and offering free viewing of TV 
programs in ballroom and swim- 
ming pool. Miniature bus line Is 
the only new contemplated ride in 
park. 

Sale of the Eden Musee by 
Samuel W. Gumpertz, vet outdoor 
showman, to Bill Meinch, marks 
the end of the former’s spectacu- 


lar seaside showbiz holdings. 
Famed waxworks tabernacle had 
been P. T. Barnum’s original 


museum on West 23d Street, Man- 
hattan. until Gumpertz purchased 
the outfit several decades ago and 
moved it to Surf Avenue. Meinch, 
oldtimer at Coney. will move the 
waxworks to another part of Coney 
in the event the City of New York 
makes him vacate. The Musee is 
on city property leased on yearly 
basis. Eventually this site is to 
be a part of the much-discussed 
Oceanarium fronting the Atlantic. 
Eden Musee, like its rival, World 
in Wax, plans a “Kathy in the 
Well” tableau as its stellar attrac- 
tion. Babe Ruth. who consumed 
24 hot dogs at one sitting in Coney 
years ago, will go into Eden Musee 
Hall of Fame. Other lofty educa- 
tional exhibits remain, namely 
“Meet the French Nudists Face to 
Face.” gory Snyder-Gray murder, 
and such additional moral lessons 
as “Lonergan Murder” and “Ghost 


Mansion Yields Body of Langley 
Collyer.” Lady Godiva on the 
white horse, the Eden Musee’s 


free bally, was kalsomined for its 
1949 premiere. There's a 20c bite 
for attending Eden Musee semi- 
nars. 
Other Changes 
Another Coney Island institution, 
the 12-story Half Moon Hotel, has 











"The Only Show of Its Kind” 





| The $1,000,000 Spectacle | 


N 





Gae Fosier 


Staged by, 


|r of 140 7th Edition | 





Now filling engagements in 
London, Paris, and Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

The 8th Edition with a completely 


new show will start American 
tour Ist week in September. 


HAROLD STEINMAN 
Owner and Producer 


Suite 608 1775 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 
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RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—%6a, VIC- 

TORIA STREET, S.W. 1. 














changed its complexion from lotus 
land for honeymooners to vast de- 
livery rooms for obstetrical cases 
and other medical involvements. 
Harbor Hospital took over the sea- 
side hotel in March and is rapidly 
converting the hostelry into a 
large, Grade A medical institution, 
not however without some diffi- 
culty from recalcitrant tenants who 
refuse to clear out on the grounds 
they have leases, ete. Court pro- 
ceedings have been instituted to 
eject them from the 290-room 
hotel. If tenants are victorious, 
they may have to reside over the 
maternity wards, constantly dream- 


ing of lox, stork and bagel. Dr. 
Philip I. Nash, former prexy of the 
Coney Island Chamber of Com- 


merce, is medical director of Har- 
bor Hospital. 

As usual, Brighton Beach to Sea 
Gate Riegelman Boardwalk (named 
in honor of a one-time Borough 
President, but always referred to 
as C. I. Boardwalk) and beach are 
in shipshape order thanks to Bob 
Moses’ Park Department minions, 
but the Park Commissioner should 
do something about the old Mu- 
nicipal Bath structure now used as 
headquarters-storehouse. Surf Ave- 
front of building needs upholster- 
ing; coat of whitewash would help 
immensely. 

Mermaid Problems 

Life guards will have new beach 
wear this summer. Shirt, trunks 
and caps will be of exclusive de- 
sign. As for the bathing costumes 
of Gotham’s mermaids, local cop- 
pers haven't, as yet, indicated 
what they propose to do when the 
damsels flounce on the sand wear- 
ing those new-fangled, provocative 
Poses reported to guarantee extra- 
ordinary upper body freedom. 
Guardians of Coney’s public morals 
will have their hands full solving 
this one. 

Pinball machines 
there’s only one freakery on the 
Island. Palace of Wonders, with 
top billing going to the ‘‘man with 


are out, and 


two faces alive” and no blow-off. 
Stable Restaurant is heralding a 
certain “Carmen Miranda-Spanish 
dancer” as well as “largest glass 
of beer on the island.” Bluebird 
Casino, down the avenue, doesn’t 
boast a Spanish dancer but does 
offer “Giant Direct View Televi- 
sion.”” Nathan’s is still the shrine 


of Coney Island chicken (hot dogs, 
you muggs) but its front is as 
messy and littered as ever, while 
Feltman’s behaves as though it 


were the Chambord of Coney, 
which it is. 

Note, too, that Coney is no 
longer within 5c reach of the 


metropolis. The nickel empire has 
|collapsed. The knishe, chowmein 
/sandwich or pizza costs you the 
tenth part of a dollar, and the only 
jitney attraction seems to be the 
carousel—and, at that, you have to 
be a moist-eyed moppet of six or 
thereabouts to take advantage of 
the bargain ride on the bobbing 
_ horses. 
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VIC ROCCO ON OWN 

Victor Rocco, formerly partner- 
ed in the agency biz with Dave 
| Fox before selling out his inter- 
; est, has branched out on his own, 
handling acts for theatre and cafe 
dates. 

Ray Goss, who also sold out to 
‘Fox, has gone back to performing. 


| Paree show 


Illinois Revamps Liability I 


Insurance for Niteries 


Chicago, May 31. 


Bill that would limit amount of | 
liability of damages for injury to | 
an intoxicated person to $15,000) 
Illinois | 
House Liquor Regulations Commit- | 


has been approved by 
tee. Bistro owners before had been 
liable for any amount that plain- 
tiffs cared to sue for. As a re- 
sult, insurance rates for niteries 
are highest in the country and all 
except one company has refused to 
issue such coverage. 

Measure amends the State Dram 
Shop Act. Previously legislature 
was consedering a bill to force in- 
surance companies to write policies 
and if applicant was refused, the 
state director of insurance would 
designate a firm that would have 
to issue insurance or face loss of 
state license. 


GOODMAN, CASS DALEY 
FOR LONDON PALLADIUM 


Cass Daley and Benny Goodman 
are the latest to be signed for the 
Palladium. London. They will ap- 
pear on the July 18 bill, with Dick 
Haymes following Aug. 1, Burns & 
Allen Aug. 15, and the Ink Spots 
Aug. 29. 

Revamp of schedule was due to 
dropping out of Abbott & Costello 
and Jimmy Durante. 

The Goodman booking was set 
by the Lew & Leslie Grade Agency, 
the others by William Morris 
Agency in conjunction with the 
Harry Foster agency, London, 
Goodman will work as an act but 
have several performers with him, 
including Herkie Styles. 








Jayne Walton into the Venetian 
Room, Des Moines, June 10. 





Midwest Dates 











Chicago, May 31. 

Nick Boila retired from. the 
agency business after 25 years in 
the field Paul Gilbert held over 
at the Graemere hotel until July 6, 
when he joins the St. Louis Muni 
Opera Georgie Goebel guests on 
the Al Morgan WGN-TV show to- 
night (31) Mary Francis Kincaid 
into Starlight Room, Ft. Worth, 
June 3. Manny Opper currently at 
Town Casino, Milwaukee Joe 
Howard was replaced by Dorraine 


and Ellis at the Nicollet, Minneap- | 


olis, when he became ill last week. 

Selma Marlowe doing choreog- 
raphy for the ice show at the Chi- 
cago Railroad Fair. ..Turf Club, 
Galveston, has set Mitzi Green for 
July 6 with Joe E. Lewis following 
July 20 . Charlie Farrell opens at 
Park Piaza, St. Louis, June 3 
Kay Kenton into Latin Quarter, 
Cincinnati, June 3 Lind Bros. 
renewed again at the Vine Gardens 

Ezra Stone, Arnold Horwit, 
Leonard Holton, and Billy Joyce 
huddling with Olsen & Johnson 
about comics’ new TV show _ Will 
and Jane Mahony, Rudy Cardenas 
and Henny Youngman join Ger- 
trude Neissen for the next Chez 
Harvey Stone and 
Tommy and Margo Conini headline 
at the Stork Club, Council Bluffs, 
June 3 . Jimmy and Dolores Cas- 
sidy repacted at the Club Minuet 

Frank Reynolds and the Corta 
Sisters join the “Funs-a-Ton” show 
at the Casino, June 3 Charlie 
Chaney opens at Bellrieve hotel, 
Kansas city, Mo., for two weeks, 
starting July 1. 











N.Y. Palace 


Continued from page 1 











‘contributing to the windfall. How- 
ever, theatremen think the price 
factor is even more important. The 
95-cent weekday evening top has 


bracket wageearners to afford an 
evening in midtown. Palace is re- 
portedly getting customers who 
haven't been able to afford a 
Broadway firstrun since the lush 
war days. Price policy, it’s felt, 
has opened up possibilities of get- 
ting a new audience. It’s predicted 
that even if the other theatres 
meet the lower scale, the Palace 
will still do well with its eight-act 
policy. Once other theatres low er 
prices, it’s felt more customers will 
be hitting the Stem, and all houses 
will benefit. 

Meanwhile, the Palace has had 
two profitable weeks in a row for 
the first time in many months. It’s 
still difficult for RKOites to figure 
exact nut of house. Currently, es- 
timates run to more than $20,000, 
but there’s considerable satisfac 
tion among the circuit’s toppers. 

Simultaneously, it’s noted that 
even with its small seating capaci- 
ty, the Palace is a formidable 
threat to the other combination 
houses on Broadway. Except over 
the holiday weekend, the barkers 
at most houses have been giving 
out with: “Seats are available in 
all parts of the house,”” while the 
Palace has been playing to 
standees. 


ANNA SOSENKO ONLY 
_ HANDLING HILDEGARDE 


Anna Sosenko, Hildegarde’s per- 
‘sonal manager, has given up cuffo 
handling of other talent to concen- 
trate on the chanteuse’s current 
television negotiations. 

Miss Sosenko had been advising 
Marion Harris, Jr., and was super- 
vising Betty Jane Watson’s open- 
ing at the Cotillion Room of the 
Hotel Pierre, N. Y. Both were ona 
strictly friendship (gratis) basis but 
the press of Miss Hildegarde’s 
plans, a possible forthcoming Euro- 





pean tour, etc., necessitated Miss 
Sosenko’s bow out on her other 
charges, 

—— 





Louis Jordan Cancels 
In ‘Jim Crow’ Hassle 


Cincinnati, May 31. 
Switching of the State theatre to 


weekend vaude presentations after 
month tryout of weekly bills, has 


set back plans fe~ instituting Negro | 


shows in Ohio film houses. Houses 
in Dayton, Akron, Cleveland, and 
Columbus were to make the largest 
circuit offered to colored enter- 
tainment if State policy succeeded, 
but other spots are hesitant now. 
Akron still may try the policy. 
Louis Jordan, who was to open 
vaude policy at the RKO Shubert, 
has cancelled, claiming discrimina- 
tion when city fathers invoked old 
ordinance prohibiting white and 
Negro performers from appearing | 
on same bill. Bandleader claims | 
that he has frequently played the | 
RKO Albee here with white acts | 
and he would not drop Los Gatos 
Trio, team of white acros, although 
the rest of his show is colored. | 
, Jordan was slated to open the Shu- | 
‘bert June 10. | 


made it possible for many lower- | 


ChiCafe Caming 


Hit by Liquor Bd 


7 Chicago, May 31 
Illinois Liquor Commission last 


week served _ Warning on 3,000 
cafes, including many Nniterie 
| that they face loss of lic + 


enses if 


continuing to allow &ambling on 


their premises. Over 1,000 viola 
tors are in the Cook Count = 


ae ate Y are; 
and 450 in Chicago. a 


Many of the 


casinos had been lying dorma 
hoping that new Democratic ad. 
ministration might give the go- 
ahead sign soon, but new crack. 


down has stunned them 
Charles Fleck, chairman of the 
commission, said licenses would 
not be renewed when they expire 
if violations of gaming laws existed 
He also conceded that conflict be- 
tween state and _ local Officials 
might ensue if the local authorities 
should grant permits for operation 
While state law provides no penal- 
ties for violators, Fleck can ask 
liquor wholesalers to stop de- 
liveries. Effectiveness of such ae- 
tion seems doubtful, however. 


Monte Carlo Bankruptcy 

The Monte Carlo, N. Y., filed a 
petition for reorganization under 
Chapter II of the Federal bank- 
ruptcy laws in N. Y. Federal Court 


this week. 
| Cafe’s assets are listed at $38.591 
| while liabilities are given at 


$59,207. Petition was filed by Mil- 
i|ton Cezar, cafe’s  secretary-treas- 


urer. Dick Gasparre, the maestro. 
is prez of the M.C. which took 
over the old 123 Club at 123 E. 


54th St., New York City. 





















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 

NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
All 30 Files for £25.00 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per Bk. @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25.00 @ 
@ HUMOR-DOR for Emcees 25.00 @ 
@ 3 Blackout Books $25 en. @ 
or all 3 Diff Vols. for $50 
Send for FREE info. on other material. 
No C.0.0's—Open Daily Incl. Sundays 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N. Y. 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 


CARDINI 


"Cardini, Easily the Best of 


the Sleight-of-Handers.” 
ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 








MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





——_——— 





Booker Wanted 


Book and/or promote one of world’s 
greatest one-man-show being pre- 
sented in Auditoriums, Theatres 94- 
tionwide. Fortheoming publicity ip 
Life, Colliers, Readers Digest. 
x V-210, Variety 
154 West 46th Street 
New York 19, N. ¥.- 
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London—HYMAN 


JOSH 





Personal Management 


MARCUS GLASER 
Charles Hogan Agency 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 


New York—JACK DAVIES 
MEYERS 


ZAHL 





EMPIRE, WOODGREEN .... 
EMPIRE, CHISWICK ...... 
EMPIRE, LEICESTER ...... 


HARRISON, CARROLL ano ROSS 


Sincere Appreciation To All Concerned 


PALLADIUM, LONDON . 
HIPPODROME, BRIGHTON . 
EMPIRE, HACKNEY ..... 


3 weeks 
1 week 
1 week 
1 week 
1 week 
1 week 


Returning 





France, 


Tour of Fair Dates for 
Sam Levy, Barnes & Carruthers 


Returning to Europe in 
the Fall to Play Sweden, 


= 


July Ist for 12-Week 











Belgium and Spain 





——— 
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Economic Conditions Give New Talent 
High Spots in Vauders and Video 


Performers 
around for several vears without 


hitting the plush spots are now 
getting their chance. 


up because many spots are now 
unwilling to shell out inflated sal- 
aries, also figuring the topliners 
have lost their former draw be- 
cause of too many repeats. 

As a result many marquees have 
a different set of headliners. For 
example, the Strand, N. Y., has 
Alan Dale; Viola Layne and Gaston 
Palmer are at the Roxy. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the vaude theatres have 
been steadily shying away from 
expensive names and in favor of 
fresh and upcoming talent. Ma- 
jority of bookers are now paying 
more attention to the reports on 
new acts. 

The search for new material, at 
a right price, is made urgent by 
the decline in grosses in many 
vaudefillers. Bookers and agencies 
had been seeking Hollywood names 
to fill the breach, but most of those 
available aren’t the top cut of 
names. 
quirements are priced too high for 
the general run of theatres. 

So far, the new talent policy is 
not paying off too well, but that’s 
to be expected. But theatremen 
have been finding that they’re in 
better position during depressing 

eriods when the talent payroll is 
cept down. 

Agencies concentrating on new 
talent are in the strongest position 
in years. Because of vaudeo’s de- 
mands, the percenters have been 
signing every likely-looking act. 


This new program ties in with de- | 


mand for new faces in vauders. 


ALDRICH ANKLES MCA 


Mickey Aldrich resigned 
Music Corp. of America theatre 
dept. last week. His future plans 
are indefinite. 

Before going with MCA, Ald- 
rich was a booker with Eddie Sher- 
man agency. 








who have been+ 


| 
The middle- 
pracketed performers are coming | 


Those who meet b.o. re-? 


from | 


Swiss Chalet, Chi, Adding 


Square Dance Sessions 
Chicago, May 31. 

Swiss Chalet of Bismarck hotel 
has” pacted Brad and Judy Bradley 
of Camelback Inn, Phoenix. Ari- 
zona, to demonstrate and lead cus- 
tomers in western square dances, 
beginning June 9. 

Every evening at 10 pm. a 
square dance session will precede 
the regular floor show. 
Knapp, yodeler Joe 


will be featured in the room. 


KAY THOMPSON’S NEW 
DEAL WITH WILLIAMS’ 


A new deal between Kay Thomp- 
son and the Williams Bros. is in 
the works. Changes will be made 
in the contract which will enable 





either her or the boys to take sep- | 


arate engagements, and guarantees 
to the Williams Bros. are likely to 
be cut down to about 10 weeks. 
Separate dates mean that earnings 
will be shared. 

Miss Thompson’s present plans 
call for a probable appearance in 
a forthcoming Bing Crosby film for 
Paramount, “Mr. Music.” and cut- 
ting several disks for Decca. Baron 
Polan, Miss Thompson's manager, 
is currently working on a London 
appearance for the singer and is 
negotiating a 10-week concert tour 
which may start at the Studebaker 
theatre, Chicago, upon conclusion 
of her London date. 


Magico’s Chi Meet 


Chicago, May 31. 
Over 1,000 magicians are here 
for International Brotherhood of | 
Magicians convention at the Hotel | 
Sherman. 
Group plans to combat firms us- | 
ing exposes of magic tricks as ad- 





| vertising prizes. 


Johnny | 
Isbell, the} 
Bradleys and Johnny Brewer’s orch | 


‘structure a 


| theatre, and 
;tractions and games. 


Tabbert Makes 2nd From 
‘Pacific’ to Double Cafes 


Bill Tabbert, of the “South | 
Pacific” cast, is the second per- 
former in the Rodgers - Hammer- 
stein sellout to double between 
that legiter and cafes. Tabbert is 


slated to start for the Penthouse | 
‘Club, N. Y., June 7 on the bill with 


Marilyn Cantor, daughter of sad 


comic. 


Juanita Hall is currently saat 


between “Pacific” and Cafe Society 


Downtown. 


3-Day Holiday 





B ( Bi 
Ooms A. . DIZ 

Atlantic City, May 31. 
Despite chilly, although clear 


weather for the Memorial day 
weekend, the expected influx 
of holidayers were in town with 
most places open and business re- 
portedly good. 


Steel Pier went to town with 
Harry James, who again packed 
them in, with Georgia Gibbs and 
Wally Brown toplining the vaude. 

Million Dollar pier, relinquished 
by George Hamid last year and 
now under management of James 
Costello, got off to a good start 
with a new policy. No admission 
is being charged to the pier, only 
nick being for the various attrac- 
tions. Costello has made the long 
continuation of the 
boardwalk, hoping to lure the walk 
crowds onto the pier and into the 
attractions. 

The pier had Roy Stevens in 
the ballroom and featured Billy 
Gilbert on the stage with five acts 
of vaudeville. In addition, there 
was a rodeo, a circus, a children’s 
scores of other at- 


Dick Haymes was the headliner 
in a vaude show at the Warner, 
where “Oklahoma!” will start a 


| week’s run next Sunday (5). 


Most night spots brought in addi- 
tional talent but no names, 





Helene & Howard into the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., June 23, will double | 
at Radio City Music Hall in July. ' 


pageant, 
i 


Hub’s Latin Quarter Foldo Narrows 


Nitery Belt: Only Honkey Tonks Left 





Chi Railroad Fair Opens 


2d Season June 25 
Chicago, May 31. 

Chi Railroad Fair’s outdoor 

“Wheels a-Rolling,” gets 

under way June 25. It’s the second 

season for the spectacle, which at- 

tracted 1,200,000 persons last year 


General format will remain the 
same, although new scenes have 
been added plus 1,000 additional 
seats. 


All-Equity production has cast of 


150 and is directed by Helen Tie- 


ken Geraghty. 


OLSEN & JOHNSON DUE 
AT MADISON SQ. GARDEN 


Deal is virtually set for Olsen & 
Johnson to open their touring 
arena show at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., July 7 for three 
weeks on a percentage basis. It 
will be the comics’ first N. Y. stand 
since their engagement at the Car- 
nival several years ago when that 
nitery was run by Nicky Blair. 

Olsen & Johnson last week 
wound up an engagement at the 
Chicago Stadium and open Friday 
(6) in Indianapolis. The comics are 
partners of arena owner Arthur 
Wirtz in this show. 

If the Garden deal jells, the 
comics will double part of the time 
between MSG and the NBC 





under Buick sponsorship. They'll 


| do the video layout for seven weeks | 
after which they open at the Cana- | 


dian National Exhibition, Toronto, 
| Aug. 26. At the conclusion of the 
ifair date, they’ll return on the 


| Buick show. They’ll go on in the 


same time slot current allotted 
to Milton Berle’s Texaco Star The- 


|atre for the initial seven-week ses- 


sion. Time slot for their fall video 
program hasn’t been set yet. 


tele | 
network where they start June 28 | 


Boston, May 31. 

With the shuttering of the Latin 
Quarter next Sat. (4), the Hub’s 
most dismal nitery season since 
the early ’40’s creaks to a close. 

Windup of the Quarter leaves 
the Hub with no large-scale nitery 
as it was the only one offering big- 
name acts and a chorus line. Steu- 
ben’s Vienna Room is skedded for 
a summer close-down at month’s 
end; the Fox and Hounds Club has 
already folded permanently, with 
a girl’s school occupying its former 
Beacon street headquarters; the 
Showbar is out for the season, and 
the Music Box, Copley Square, is 
an Italian restaurant sans enter- 
tainment. 

Hotel Statler still keeps its room 
open with Al Donahue’s orchestra, 
Arki Yavensonne’s Oval Room of 
the Plaza plans to hang on as long 
as possible, and the Hotel Shera- 
ton’s roof was opened for the sum- 
mer. But this completes the array 
of Hub uptown entertainment after 
dark. ‘ 

The rest is strictly honky in the 
downtown area, and biz isn’t so 
good there. As a result, the Hub’s 
musie business is all shot, with 
fewer bands working than at any 
time since Pearl Harbor. 

Only bright spot in the Hub is 
the recent development of a bop 
and Dixieland belt along Massa- 
chusetts avenue in the city’s Har- 
lem, where a bunch of small spots 
report biz is on the increase every 
week. These niteries feature plenty 
of musie by name _ personalities 
sitting in with bop outfits, and the 
trend is catching on. 


Totem’s 20th Anni 


Troy, May 31. 
Totem Lodge opened its 20th 
season with a weekend show con- 
sisting of Joey Adams, Tony Can- 
zoneri & Mark Plant, Cabot & Dres- 
den, Pedro & Olga and Seima Kaye. 
Henry Tobias, song writer, is back 
again as director of entertainment. 
Spot, on Burden Lake, is oper- 





, ated by David N. and Herbert A. 


Katz. 
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Emile Lilller 
For My First Full Length Speaking Role as 
Simple Simon in “HUMPTY DUMPTY” 








“Benard Delfont and 
Moss Cmfrres 


For Provincial Theatre Tour 
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Night Club Reviews 


ini & Consuelo project per usual 
with their tiptop blends of modern 
and the yesteryear maxixe (Cas- 
tles) as well as Vernon & Irene 
Castle’s “one step.” Their modern 


Cotillion Room. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Finale semester of the season at 
the Hotel Pierre’s swank Cotillion 


Room sees two returners, insuring | atin. waltz and exhibition fox- 
a rousing sendoff for the spot be- trots round out a fetching class 
fore it curtains for the summer. turn for the better bistros. 
Artini & Consuelo, expert terpers Abel. 


who worked this room in midwint- 
er. coincidental with the return ot 
Stanley Melba as maestro-emcee ot 


Carrousel. Montreal 


entertainment. share the headline Montreal, May 31. 
spot with Betty Jane Watson, sing Guy Kibbee. The Kings (8 
ing ingenue, just closed in Mike poeynis & Thompson, Trini & Ma 
Todd’s “As the Girls Go.’ nolo, Dorothy Douglas. Marcel 
It’s a happy blend all around, Dore Orch (8), Jimmy King Quar 


from Melba’s tiptop “society” dan- tet; minimum $2-$3 
sapation and the brisk Ralph Lane tes 


band for the Latin sets, to the Current layout in this new spot 
twice-nightly floor show via the foeatures Guy Kibbee, filmster, 
two good acts. whose last appearance here was 


Miss Watson is a personable 20 years or more ago on a vaude 
songstress with an impressive cav- date Vet comedian is affable as 
alcade from her “Oklahoma!” ever and does a_ pleasant few 
background, where she was one of minutes of amusing patter about 


Hollywood and then teams up with 

petite Dorothy Douglas in a rou- 

tine that gets nice reception. 
Leadofft spot goes to Miss Doug- 


the leads, to her more recent Win- 
ter Garden show. She _ projects 
pleasingly, knows how to blend her 
medleys, and also when not to use 


the mike. In fact, in an intimate las, who intros neatly with a 
room of this nature she might well Calypso and follows with a Gersh 
dispense with it completely. Of win medley for solid applause. 
course, the mike, with its ampli- Tops these with Piccadiily flower 
fication. is such an authoritative’ girl number for additional plau- 
crutch that even in the intimeries dits. Spanish terpers, Trini and 
there is disinclination by both tal- Manolo, who played spot last year, 
ent and bonifaces to completely are as fiery as ever. With much 
dispense with it. The attitude is heel work and _ castaneting, duo 
that the public’s general hearing do four dances effectively. 

has been acoustically conditioned, Singers Dennis and Thompson 
via radio and soundfilms, to the offer the usual ballads and win 
amplification, and unwittingly they neat response. Backed by Marcel 


Dore’s orch, the Kings, seven girls 
and a guy, point up a compact re- 
vue with nifty terping. Act Is in 
the Jack Cole manner with chore- 
ography by Buddy King. Group 
does two numbers, an East Indian 
satire and a trim Cuban twister. 
Jimmy King’s combo fills the re- 
liet assignment with firstrate 
danceables. Newt. 


strain aurally if the mike is dead. 
Mike or no, the class terping Art- 













EDAL Charged 
With Death 
to AF* 





Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
(FOLLOW-UP) 
The Latin Quarter set Mel 
Torme many months ago as a lure 











torment of 


















e EDAL'S relief trom 


Athlete's Foot is a real boon to all those whe 
have suffered painful steps while going through 


sure 


the “routine” Itching feet _need no longer Me for the younger trade during the 
rob muany prerking hours, ED Nlihy must fg Prom-season. Ordinarily it would 
first. contact! Send for EDAL today—don't have been a smart move since 
lelay! Safe .. Sure way to foot Torme during his previous Copa 


engagement drew considerably col- 
legiate business. However, Torme 
comes in at a time when he faces 
competition of Billy Eckstine at 
the nearby Bop City, and latter 
is currently considered one of the 
top lures for the younger set. 

As a result, Torme is playing for 


health 
tLETE 


The EDAL Laboratories-Chelsea, Mass. 


nclosed please find check (money 


] for $1.00 for jar of EDAT 


order OC) cach 


Address patrons who do not dig the Velvet 
Zone oo Fog’s offerings. The mature trade 


City 






at the Quarter would prefer an 
honest burst of song. He has got- 
ten better receptions than here. 
' Another addition is Don Tannen, 
who is making his first Broadway 
bid in several years. At show 
caught, he was hampered by choice 
of unsuitable material, but on sub- 
sequent shows he’s been hitting it 
excellently. His strong numbers 
are in dialect vein, and generally 
loaded for laughs. 

Other newcomers are Florence 
and Frederic with good ballroom- 




















‘The Magical Mentalists | . 


Lucille and Eddie 
"ROBERTS 















ology. They're a striking couple 
Currently with graceful routines and walk 
3 off to nice palming Jacqueline 
pEZVOU . p A Lal vc . 
GLENN REN m Hurley clicks with contortion 
Newport. fe terps 
kin ot ia as bt ose 
Thanks to Mr. hee sal The “Folies Parisienne” is one 
st ceceiteeteaae a aaaaals ot the strongest productions Lou 
2 ; Walters has had in some time. 
: = Jose. 
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Carnival, N. Y. 
Harold Minsky presentation of 


| Mme. Kamerova production, with 


'Sherman Marks looks solid for the 


_joyed by 


Leo De Lyon, Prof. Lamberti, Ro- 
sanna, Steve Condos, Corine & Tito 
Valdez, Muriel King, Tommy Raft, 
Murray Briscoe, Rosanna, Ralph 
Young, Nevada Smith, Jean Court- 
ney, Line (16), Morty Gould Orch, 
Latin Orch; lyrics, Hughie Prince; 
music, George Kameroff; admission 
$1.80 and $3; dinner extra. 

The body-beautiful has never 
lost its appeal despite the reform 
administration of the late Mayor 
LaGuardia, who limboed burlesque 


in N. Y. nearly a decade ago. The 
Minsky label in that era repre- 
sented topflight burley. It still 


goes at the Carnival, where Harold 
Minsky, a scion of that clan, has 
installed a streamlined version of 
the old format 

Minsky projected similar shows 
at the Colonial Inn, Hallendale, 
Fla., this past winter and b.o. re 
turns were most encouraging. He’s 
repeating the formula at the Car- 
nival and with a few adjustments 
he’ll have prime cafe fodder. 

The name of Minsky will 
a draw for the spot, but it 
apparent on opening night (26) 
that the admission nick is much 
too high. It costs $1.80 and $3 per 
person to get into the spot. The 
$1.80 admission is in the balcony 
and for ringside location it’s an 
expensive proposition In these 
times economy is a powerful factor 
and can’t be bucked. Admission 
policy will have to be changed be 
fore word-of-mouth gets around. 
It’s curious to note that the Pal- 
ace, which in its heyday charged 
around $2 admission, reopened two 
weeks ago at a 95c. top. Burlesque, 
which used to be a poor man’s 
“Follies,” in its cafe reincarnation 
is not for the lower economic 
strata. Minsky- should adjust this. 

For the most part it’s an admira- 
ble display. Minsky has selected 
some of the prettiest chorus chicks 
in town. The slick production by 
Mme. Kamerova, music by George 
Kameroff and lyrics by Hughie 
Prince contribute to the overall 
effectiveness of the display. 

Main weakness is the old hat 
burlesque skits by Tommy Raft and 
Murray Briscoe. Raft is essential- 
ly a pantomimist, and doesn’t get 
sufficient comedy into his gab. The 
bits are overlong and therefore 
lose effectiveness. The ancient 
auto pickup bit and dramatic satire 
were practically duds. 

Otherwise, there are some de- 
lightful items in this show. Leo De 


prove 
was 


Lyon and Prof. Lamberti carry 
comedy honors capably. De Lyon 
about a year ago was an Arthur 
Godfrey winner. Within a_ short 


time he’s been featured at the 
Strand and Roxy theatres and can 
probably add to stature through 
his work here. His unorthodoxy 
tickles the audience at all times 
and his zany falsetto, trick piano- 
ing and imitations of singers and 
instruments adds up a sock turn 
here. 

Lamberti’s low comedy also gets 
staunch approval, with buffoonery 
on the xylophone and background- 
ing for the strip-tease contrib by 
Jean Courtney. The long-under- 
wear finale has been eliminated for 
something equally effective, and 
surprise finish is worked up for 
howls. 


Another sock interlude is by Ne- | 


vada Smith, formerly a_ showgirl 


at the N. Y. Diamond Horseshoe 
and other spots. She has good 
material and does an extremely 


clever strip. 

There are also some other formi- 
dable factors in the show. includ- 
ing Steve Condos, an energetic and 
graceful tapster, who wraps up, 


|and the terps by Corinne and Tito 


| Acts. 


Valdez, which provide another 
sexy note to the proceedings. Mu- 
rie! King and Ralph Young score 
in the production number vocaling. 
Rosanna is discussed under New 
Jose. 





Cocoanut Grove. L. A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, May 24. 
Jack Fina Orch (14): Ben Gage, 
Ruiz & Godfrey, Tune Tailors (5). 
Stuart Wade, Annette Warren; 
$1.50 cover. 
This version of 


; the “Salute to 
George Gershwin” 


production by 


six weeks that it has been booked 
into the Grove. Popularity en- 
the versatile modern 


| American composer and the excel- 


lent interpretations by Jack Fina 
at the piano should make Ambas- 


/Sador customers happy throughout 


| Grove 


the run. Those factors, and the 
prospect of hefty biz among the 
better-heeled juves who make the 
their headquarters for 


| graduation parties, plus the nov- 
elty of the show, make it a good 
bet all around. 

Fina, in the role of Gershwin, 
honors at the 
with his 
and 


takes the musical 
keyboard, 


particularly 
closing 


“Rhapsody in Blue” 


| his 
sons, 
| pianist. Wallace needs to sell more, 


| “Cs eestvetn at a Party” numbers. 


Wednesday, June 1, 1949 
F tia, 
Copacabana, N, y, 


Ben Gage, tall, blonde, broad- 

shouldered husband of Esther Wil- (FOLLOWUP) 

liams, drew a tremendous hand Maybe if their best friends won't 
from the opening night crowd of | tell them, or their management 


picture people for his strikingly | Seems unable to see it or ¢ 
dramatic ‘voice, which he uses ef-| it, fact is that people are on 


fectively as narrator and in singing Ming to talk about Dean Martin's & 
“Summertime” and “It Ain’t Nec- Jerry Lewis’ dialectics, The ever 
essarily So.” Annette Warren regis-| 8TOWing accent on Martin’s Italian 
ters with a high-voltage rendition extraction and Lewis’ Yiddishisms 
of “Do Do Do” and Stuart Wade 4re@ annoying and unshowmanly 
does well with “Lady Be Good,” The personable singer, further. 
“Of Thee I Sing” and “Strike Up More, is evidencing his dialectic 


predilections by throwi 


the Band.” Tune Tailors are pleas- 
other Bronx 


ng in some 


ant enough, but not spectacular, patois, and all this 
with their work on “Wintergreen tends to make for a needless hur. 
for President” and ‘Liza.’ dle for two of the freshest, up- 
In the terping department, Ruiz ©OMIng comedians extant. [py o, 
and Godfrey display charm with tween are some other “paisan” 
their modern ballet teaming to “I lyrics, evidently of spicy origin 
Got Rhythm” and “An American judging by the gustos from the 
in Paris.” Americans of Italian extraction, 
Marks spent four days rehears- 404 that goes ditto for Lewis, 
ing the company, except Fina, fly- Obvious exploration of contem- 


ing out from Chicago to direct the poraneous standards 


citing Jack 


show. Fina hit town from another Benny and Jimmy Durante, must 
engagement late the afternoon be-| certainly tell any act that racial 
fore the opening. Result was evi- Origins not only aren't necessary 
dent in a few ragged edges that but don't help; they present such 
can be clipped and smoothed off | Specific limitations, if not resent. 
in a couple of performances. Ment, that it’s difficult to under. 


stand why Martin & Lewis persist 
It’s not as if they were deficient in 
talent and needed some local joke 


Blackout and spot technique is ad- 
mirably worked out. Audience ap- 
plauded, cheered and whistled at 


the close. with Gage and Fina mak- ©F accent for effect. Fact is they 
ing curtain speeches and Marks are extraordinarily talented, par- 
shyly taking a bow. Dag. ticularly in the visual medium, and 
= pa eee each time out they evidence plenty 

F , - of new wrinkles and fresh sparke 
Club Carnival. Mpls. (| put when the new thines’ thet 
Minneapolis, May 28. have been added become increas- 

Sophie Tucker, with Ted Sha- ingly flavored with kosher or an- 


piro: Folie Miller, Martin Barnett, 
Perry Martin Orch (12); $1 cover. 


(Continued on page 55) 








This is initial 


course, 


Tucker's 
appearance here, and, of 
the engagement’s off to a flying 
start. Her magnetism and ability 
to hold an audience with comedic 
as well as vocal skill, are much in 
evidence here. 

Jack Yellen’s exclusive songs, 
spicy but funny. instead of of- 
fensive, as handled by Miss Tucker, 
extract their full quota of laughs. 
To Ted Shapiro’s capable piano 
accomps and the orchestra’s as- 
sistance, in her singing-talking 
style, she tells how glad she is to 
be here, avers it’s “the freedom, 
not the hurricane, train” for her; 
preaches to gals never to let the 
same dog bite them twice, relates 
the sex troubles of Mrs. Washing- 
ton Jones, and chides the doctors 
for having made sex a science. For 
good measure she provides a bit 
of nostalgia by giving a whirl to 
some of the old-time song hits with 
which her name has been asso- 
ciated, including “Beautiful Doll,” 
“Alabamy Bound” and “Some of 
These Days.” 

The rest of the show leads up 
neatly to the star. Folie Miller, 
snappy stepper, includes a novel 
Cuban rhythm tap routine in her 
pleasing act. Martin Barnett, 


Sophie 
anot #" wr, 
“ay (sishof? 
OE Gy en 


Pa 
x. : te 
P 2 

Aree nenaeisareoer bie Ig) 





P. S.: PHOTO ENCLOSED 




















| JACKIE 
M AYE 





sleight-of-hand performer, is adept 1S BACK IN 
and entertaining. Rees. NEW YORK AGAIN 
at the 


Penthouse Club. N.Y. 


Norman Wallace, Marilyn Can- Moroccan Village 
tor, Kurt Maier; no minimum, no | 
cover. 23 West 8th Street 





GREENWICH VILLAGE, N.Y.C. 


The top billing on this show goes | o 


to Marilyn Cantor, daughter of Ed- 
die Cantor, and the comedienne- 
singer does better than get by in 
this intimate room. Does straight 
pops in addition to special mate- 
rial, and it’s in the latter category 
that she does best. 

Miss Cantor dresses smartly, 
that green affair being a special 
sock. She’s a novelty draw, to a 
certain extent, because of the 
name; when once inside Miss Can- 
tor proceeds to click at least on 
the basis of one number, a special- 
material item based on singers au- 
ditioning for a Broadway. show. 
She should do more of this, since 
neither her voice, nor her sales- 
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(48th, west of Broadway) 
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manship, is sufficient, at least Double, $4.00 

right now, to carry her on straight me We 

pops. ere 
Rest of the bill comprises Nor- —————— oa 





man Wallace, pianist-singer, with 
predominantly French chan- 
and Kurt Maier, interlude 


MODELS, SIZE 12 


5' 9" Experienced Girls Only 


GOOD SALARY 
Grabois, 498 7 Ave.. N.Y.C. 


suggesting ability and material. 
Maier, of course, is by now stand- 
ard with the Penthouse regulars, 
and still doing a neat job with 
his wide repertoire of Continental 
and American tunes. Kahn. 




















JOSE TERMINI 


Pantomime Comedy and Musical Act 
Week of June 2nd, ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Direction: SAM ROBERTS 
203 N. WABASH, Chicago 
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Strand’s Limboing of Stageshows 


Seems Almost Certain Now 


ing of ““The Fountainhead” 

can into the Strand theatre, N. Y., 
July 7, may be the first step in dis- 
pensing with stageshows. 
House. has only two more stage- 
show commitments after the cur- 
rent Bobby Byrne’s band, Phil Spi- 
talny’s Hour of Charm orch and 
Red Ingle’s band. At the moment 
jt appears doubtful that more live 
shows will be used at the Strand. 

Recent developments at Warners 
jndicate that this Broadway house 
may get a big action-picture policy 
which has always done well there, 

The Warner distribution dept. 
recently announced it would sell 
some top films to Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall, N. Y., and has been dick- 
ering with the other theatre in- 
terests for a picture at the nearby 
Broadway first-runs. 
in picture selling would leave the 
Strand without any top product. 
Consequently, it’s believed that the 
house will attempt to make the 
run with straight pictures. 





Wakely’s Hillbilly Revue 
Into Wash. Cafe, June 15 


Philadelphia, May 31. 
Terrace Room, Washington, D. 
C., via Jolly Joyce agency here, has 
set Jimmy Wakely and hillbilly 
revue for a run, opening June 15. 








Room was recently taken over 
by Connie Gay. 
| 
They mix dancing and acro work 
in proper proportions to achieve an 


applause-winning session, 


Jose. 
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A“ 
WONG SISTERS 


ULTRA-MODERN ACRO-BOP 


Currently 8th Week 


CHINA DOLL, N. Y. 


Thanks to 


Per. Mgr. 
TOM BALL 


FRANK BELMONT 





This revamp | 








} 
| 
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- Pitt Cafe’s Extended Run 


| 

| Pittsburgh, May 31. 

| Terrace Room of William Penn 
hotel will drop floor shows on June 
4 and use Billy Catizone’s band 
only for dinner dancing until spot 
shuts down entirely next month for 
renovations. Final bill will include 


Wilkie & Dare, Kitty Crawford 
and Harriet Lane. They come in 
Friday (27) for nine days. 


This is the longest season room 
has had in years. Usually it shuts 
end of April and reopens Labor 
Day. 


Ohio Nitery Op Seeks 
Return of Booze Taken | 
In License Revoke 


Springfield, O., May 31. 





Ohio Supreme Court will be 
asked to review a lower court de- | 
cision which prohibits the state | 
from confiscating liquor in estab- | 


lishments where licenses’ have 
been revoked. State Liquor Direc- 
tor Oscar L. Fleckner said he has 
asked the attorney general to ap- 
peal a decision in the case of Louis 
Grieb, Springfield, who sued for 
return of $5,000 worth of liquor he 
said state enforcement agents con- 
fiscated when his license was re- 
voked. 

Franklin County Common Pleas 
Court Judge Joseph M. Clifford of 
Columbus ruled Grieb was en- 
titled to return of the liquor or 
payment of its value, and this rul- 
ing was upheld by the Second Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals. Should the 
decision be upheld, the state liquor 
department will be liable for 
thousands of dollars in liquor con- 
fiscated in raids since the repeal 
of prohibition and enactment of 
state regulations. 





'VAUDEO NUDGES OUT 


FLESH IN PHILLY PARK 


Philadelphia, May 31. 
Woodside Park, which has been 
staging Sunday vaude bills for the 
last 12 years, has discontinued pol- 
icy. Instead, it is experimenting 


; with big-screen television, which is | 
/put on whenever programs 


rant. 


Norman S. Alexander, 
of the park, launched the new 
entertainment last night (23) 
with a demonstration in Sylvan 
Hall auditorium which previously 
played the vaude. Equipment in- 
stalled by RCA-Victor employs a 
6 by 8 feet translucent screen, with 


president 


rear projection. Park is to get 
7x10-ft. screen which RCA-Victor 
will also install—the largest tele 


screen in this area. 

Admission to Sylvan Hall video 
will be free, same as variety bills, 
which constituted great Sunday 


| draw in Philly, where no flesh en- 


tertainment is available Sab- 


bath. 


Wash. State Liquor Bd. 
Nixes 14 Cafe Licenses 
In Seattle; Hearing Set 


Seattle, May 31. 


on 





The Washington State Liquor 
Control Board has refused to issue 
Class-H (liquor by the drink) li- 


censes to 14 Seattle clubs, includ- 
ing some of the best known night 
spots in town. The 14, including the 
Town & Country Club, Magicians, 
Aero-Marine, Cirque and Business 
Men’s, now employ between 125 
and 150 musicians, and represent 
about 90° of the night life here. 
Liquor Board said clubs were 
denied licenses for a ‘‘number of 
reasons, but mainly because they 
did not qualify as non-profit organ- 
izations formed for fraternal, edu- 
cational, athletic or social pur- 
poses.” Clubs, along with others, 
such as the Washington State Press 
Club, Athletic Club, Rainier, etc., | 
have been operating on a “liquor 
pool” license, and were the only 


| places in town where liquor was 


Dick Henry’s Nephew 
In Disappearing Act 


Show biz outlets are being 
ialerted to be on the lookout for 


*. |Ted Harwood, 19-year old nephew | 


‘of Dick Henry, of the William 
|Morris Agency. Youngster dis- 


_ |appeared May 17 from the Colum- | 


bia University dorms on the eve. 
|of term examinations. Ads have | 
| been run in the dailies asking 
| Harwood to get in touch with his | 
ailing mother. 
| Harwood is also the nephew of 
singer-composer Sonny Skyler. | 
| With two relatives in the business | 
it’s believed 





that Harwood took | 
off in an attempt to get into the | 
entertainment field. The only job! 
lad has had was as an usher in a 
Loew theatre. 





Peter Lind Hayes and Mary) 
Healy slated for the Cocoanut | 
Grove, Los Angeles, Aug. 2. Henry 
King band set for same show. 
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served by the drink until the issu- 
ance of new Class-H licenses here | 
in March. | 

There is no appeal from the 
Liquor Board’s rulings, but pro- 
tests of clubs have resulted in 
scheduling of a hearing. C. B. La- 
fromboise, member of the Board, 
said that the spots involved would 
have to prove that they are bona 
fide clubs under the the law and 
that hearings could not be held 
until after June 2. 
pool” licensees expire June 2. 


Husband Charged With 
Nitery Singer’s Slaying 


Atlantic City, May 31. 

Mrs. Gertrude Rhoda, vocalist 
and accordionist in the Surf bar, 
was fatally shot outside the spot 
Saturday (28) night, and police are 
holding her husband, David, on a 
murder charge. 

Witnesses told police the couple 
left the bar after an argument. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranae, N. Y., May 31. 











“Ko” Chis of NN: %¥. ©. gave 
patients at the Vets hospital, Sun- 
mount, N. Y., an entertainment 


‘that will be long remembered by 
the G.I.s. Show was given by 
| Vern Hutchins, Negro tenor; Radio 
|Rogues, Lola Gorman, Florence 
Cooper, Jo Ann, June Gardner, 
| Marilyn & Mantenais, Herbie Kay 
|and Bill Sheran. Lads got a real 
| bang out of it. 

| Mary Lou Weaver into the gen- 
| eral hospital for another operation. 
| Doris Carey is now part time 
switchboard operator at the Rogers. 
Rose Poland, of the Fabian The- 
atres, in for rest and observation. 
| Isabelle Rook, ex-Rogerite, fur- 
loughed from  Raybrook _ sana- 
torium to visit ailing daughter at 
Bellevue hospital, N. Y. C. 


Phil Keir, Eddie Stokes, Jack 
Keir and Harold Maliner, all 
from RKO, N. Y. home office, 


in to visit Sam (RKO) Kelly, who 
is showing nice progress. = 
Virginia Godwin, ex-grad from 
the Will Rogers, in from California 
‘for the annual checkup given an 
| all-clear. ; 
| After several setbacks, Victor 
| ([ATSE) Gamba now upped for 
meals and picture shows. 
Marie Gallagher in from Phila- 
delphia to ogle her daughter, Dolly 
Gallagher, who is in the home 
stretch of the rest routine. 
Write to those who are ill. 





AGVA May Vamp Theatre Authority 
Unless Given 30, of Benefit Melon 





war- | 
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Old “liquor 





Boag’s European Tour 


Pittsburgh, May 31. 

Wally Boag, balloon-artist come- 
dian who went to England in 1947 
for two months and stayed 14, is 
sailing back this week for a year- 
long stretch of engagements on 
the Continent. He’s going to play 
yaudates in Blackpool, London, 
France and Scandinavia, and a fea- 
tured spot in a British pantomime 

In addition to his vaude and cafe 
work over there last year, Boag 
was also in the click London re. 
vue, “Starlight Roof.’ 


Dancer, Mother File 256 
Suit Vs. Detroit Police 
Alleging False Arrest 


Detroit, May 31 
Suit for $25,000 against the De- 
troit police officials was filed last 


Tomorrow's (Thurs.) meeting of 


the Theatre: Authority board is 
likely to decide the fate of the cur- 
rent TA sctup. In this meeting 
it’s expected that the American 
Guild of Variety Artists will make 
demands that will necessitate re- 
vamping present system of clear- 
ing benefits 

It’s reported that Henry Dunn, 


AGVA treasurer and the perform- 
er unions’ delegate to TA, will de- 


mand many changes before union 
will okay any more free shows. 
He'll pitch for curtailment of the 
number of benefits, refusal of 
clearance to auspices hiring an 
outside promoter, and a 30% slice 
of TA receipts to AGVA. Latter 


demand is based on Dunn’s con- 
tention that on the coast TA gives 
the Screen Actors Guild similar 
cut because of its having the great- 
er number of performers donating 
services to benefits in that area. 
Dunn feels that inasmuch as AGVA 
members comprise the majority of 
acts working the free shows, same 
deal should be obtain for the varie- 























ty talent union. 
week by 16-year-old Chicago If the TA directorate fails to 
dancer, who alleged that she was agree with Dunn's _ proposals, 
held illegally for four days last AGVA may continue its system of 
February. Plaintiffs; Annabel] "@V!ns organizations to pay acts 
Ci, Meee stk toe oe one-seventh of weekly salary for 
a that ra vce : Ne , ay ” d, benefit appearances, and _ which 
paren ag seiiien " f ald take them out of the free show 
aes your & Warrant and held | category. This would eliminate 
incommunicado. TA. es 
xe 7 . rA authority. 
Terper was in the city with 
chorus line on a club date when 
she was arrested morning of Feb. 
26 after coming out of a film house. 
Police said at that time she was 
arrested for dancing in violation 
of the state child labor laws. They 
also denied she was held incom- 
municado. Suit asks $15,000 for 
dancer on grounds she was not al- 
lowed to contact her mother and 
being “compelled to associate with “Dp t ° Mi ti 59 
disreputable persons,” thereby oe ry in 0 ion 
damaging her reputation and mak- 
ing it impossible for her to obtain NOW 
employment. Her mother seeks 
$10,00Q additional for ‘emotional CHEZ PAREE 
distress” and money spent regain- CHICAGO 
ing custody of her daughter. 
Vs New York 
Thanks to HARRY LEVINE 
Just Concluded 
CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
AND BAND TOUR WITH DESI ARNAZ 
—Personal Management— —Bookings— 
JEAN ANN DAVIS RAY MELBACK 
48 W. 48th Sr. Roger E. Murrel Ageacy 
New York 137 W. 48th Se. New York 
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Wednesday, June I, 1949 
as 


: Paramount, N. Y. 


herwood Orch (15), 
oe a. with Blackburn Twins: 
_ Murray, Paul Sydell; “Man- 

nandled” (Par), reviewed in Va- 


gery, April 13, ‘49. 


Blair. the film star who 
ete Hollywood coop for a 
at personal appearances, 
the difference in the cur- 
rent Paramount stageshow between 
dard and standout entertain- 
— She’s the fresh ingredient in 
mer therwise snappy, well-rounded 
ut conventional layout. ; 

That Hollywood background im- 
arts to Miss Blair an added b.o. 
fistre put this isn’t another case 
f a. player riding into a 
proadway showcase with a glamor- 
ous reputation — and very little 
else. Miss Blair has a smart turn 
and the superb talent to ZO with 
it, Her vocal equipment is firstrate, 
her dancing is competent and her 
charm and looks indubitable, mak- 
ing for a jackpot personality pay- 
off as a theatre attraction. 

Although working with the hoof- 
ing Blackburn Twins for the great- 
er part of the act. Miss Blair opens 
solo with sock interpretations of 
“Gypsy in Me” and “This Couldn’t 
Happen Again.” She hits her top 
ace, however, in a couple of nov- 
elty numbers neatly executed in 
conjunction with the Blackburns’ 
flashy dance routines. The trio is 
particularly effective with “I’m a 
One-Man Woman,” which they ren- 
dec with a cute comedy touch. 
After delivering several numbers 
they have to beg off. The Black- 
burn lads also dish up a clever 
precision routine in which they 
act as mirror impressions of each 
other. 

Jan Murray retrns to this house 
with his fast comedy style and a 
repertory of new gags and yarns 
scattered among the old. Murray 
hits ’em hard and often, alternat- 
ing between subtle snappers and 
broad mugging. His. parody of a 
tough cowpoke, with or@W leader 
Bobby Sherwood as straight man, 
is a potent laughmaker. Except 
in his standby routine, in which he 
tries to feed his “kid” (a dummy) 
a radio-touted cereal, Murray 
avoids over-milking his punchlines 
and forces the crowd to stay on its 
toes trying to keep up with him. 

Opener is Paul Sydell and his 
trained pooches, which sends the 
bill off at a neat clip. Sydell com- 
bines the dog tricks with an ap- 
pealing brand of visual comedy for 
nice. response, 

Sherwood’s combination of five 
reed, seven brass and three rhythm 
is a fair outfit that needs some 
additional novelty and drive to be 
lifted out of the commonplacc. 
Sherwood, however, does well on 
the vocals with an especially good 
job on “Riders in the Sky.” 

Herm. 


Strand, N. Y. 


Bobby Byrne, Orch (13), Su- 
znne & Willis, Eugenie Baird, 
Lenny Bruce, Alan Dale; “Younger 
Brothers” (WB), reviewed in 
VarieTY May 4, 49. 


Strand is keeping its stage 
budget strings tight in preparation 


ing 
makes 


for dropping vauders in July. This | 


show carries a much lower nut 
than the theatre has been accus- 
tomed to and while in its entirety 
it’s somewhat below par, the fair- 
sized house when caught got a kick 
out of it. 

Suzanne & Willis, knockabout act 
hinged on the clever mugging and 


Sagging of the femme member,- 


strangely enough is the best item. 
They open with slapstick bit, and 
following a brief soft-shoe and tap 
by the male, go into a comedy rou- 
tine that goes over big. It’s an un- 
usually good turn of its type, 
though a trifle too long. 
_Sugenie Baird, singer who’s pre- 
Viously been around as a band vo- 
calist and single, struts on to wolf- 
calls. In a tight, white gown she 
is plenty glamorous. But, unfortu- 
fately, that is the major part of 
er act. Her singing is fair. Tees 
off with 
lows with a ballad, novelty item, 
we Wonderful Guy” to finish. 
he stays on too long, too, which 
os be caused by the house’s de- 
sire to stretch what it has. 
5 nny Bruce is a comic. His 
foutine consists of vocally mimick- 
ng the usual stars. It isn’t until 
does an impresh of a Bavarian 
- aping U. S. filmites that his 
. begins to click. It’s a clever 
pProach that pays off in sock ap- 
: a. He’s young, personable 
Aw good possibilities. 
a an Dale, another ex-band sing- 
hit ome solo, has had a couple of 
os disks (Signature) and he’s 
a ova. Also young and exhibiting 
solide Personality, he goes over 
with 7 His is a crooner’s voice, 
restricted power and range, 
mist : does a lot with it. His only 
ws ake is “Temptation,” too tricky 
his abilities. He, too, sticks 


quit ,£°° long. He should have 


rhythm numbers and fol- | 


€ with his recorded hit, | 


“Oh, Marie,” but went on to “All 


the Things You Are” for finish. 
Bobby Byrne’s orchestra is some- 
| what new and unusual. Made up 
of three sax, three rhythm, three 
(trombones (plus Byrne’s) one 
| (eumpet and French horn, the out- 
| fit carries itself nicely though it 
had trouble here laying down the 
beat the singers needed. Byrne, a 
good-looking fronter, takes the 
group through a= semi-classical 
medley for its first number and 
later brings a harp up to the mike 
to pluck out “Claire de Lune” and 
“Dancing in the Dark” in light 
rhythm. A harp is a rare touch to 
a band of this type, which indi- 
cated several times in the course 
of the show that its dance beat is 
solid. Byrne is no genius at the 
strings, but he plays well and his 


efforts are warmly received. Byrne 
has for years fronted bands with 
a trombone, which he uses here 


solo and in the orch section. 

In total, the band at this show, 
on the limited opportunities it got, 
seemed worthwhile. Wood. 


Roxy. N. Y. 

Bros. (3), Viola Layne, 
Gaston Palmer, Arnold Shoda, 
Jean Arlen, H. Leopold Spitalny 
Choral Ensemble, with Audrey 
Dearden, Gae Foster Roxyettes & 
Escorts, Paul Ash House Orch: 
“Beautiful Blonde From Bashful 
Bend” (20th), reviewed in VARIETY 
May 25. 


Berry 





There’s a static quality to the 


Roxy’s new vaude layout which 
bowed Friday (27). Production 
wise, the show is tastefully and 


opulently organized, yet the hour 
long session fails to emerge any- 
where with a sequence that could 
be classified as a sock bit. Marquee 
values are also lacking. 

With excerpts from Victor Her- 
bert’s “Mlle. Modiste” forming a 
background theme to the show, an 
ice scene topped by Arnold Shoda 
and Jean Arlen makes for an eye- 
filling opener. Overall results are 
heightened by the vocal accom- 
paniment of the H. Leopold Spital- 
ny choristers. Soloist Audrey Dear- 
den is effective in a lone Herbert 
number. 

Song impressionist Viola Layne, 
attractively garbed in a strapless 
gown, mimics some half-dozen w.k. 


| 


femme warblers to win satisfactory | 
returns. Her simulation of Carmen | 


Miranda is mild and some of her 
caricatures lose punch by being 
overlong. However, she does okay 
| by Ethel Merman and her aping 
'of Mae West provides a_ strong 
bowoff. 

A rotund Frenchman, Gaston 
Palmer juggles balls, cigars, hats 
and spoons with varied degrees of 
proficiency. 


He accompanies his_ 


manipulations with an amusing line | 
of patter and, oddly enough, depre- | 
cates his own tricks in advance. | 


His self-criticism, however, is car- 
ried too far and tends to mar the 
|impact of the turn. 

' Vet Negro dancing combo of the 
Berry Bros. is spotted in the clos- 
ing groove. Three lads, togged in 
their customary tails and toppers, 
score with cane twirling and stand- 
‘ard acrobatics. Paul Ash’s orch 
backs the show with its usual com- 
petence. Gilb. 





Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, May 27. 
Chandra Kaly Dancers (3), Cy 
Reeves, Gracie Barrie, Jerry Mu- 
rad’s Harmonicats (3), Louis Basil 
Orch; “Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 





Layout of five standard acts pro- 
vide 45 minutes of varied enter- 
tainment that should have the pay- 
ees queueing up. Bill doesn’t falter 
and is bolstered by well-exploited 
“Connecticut Yankee” pic. Despite 
this, biz was disappointing when 
caught. 

Chandra Kaly and his dancers, 
bedecked in sparklers and spangles, 
score with East Indian dances, 
although the subtle neck and hand 
movements not registering too 
‘sharply in large house. Minimum 
of bodily movement allows audi- 
ence’s attention to lag. . 

Cy Reeves warms up house with 
_dead-pan comedics and a couple 
of parodies. Venerable material 
could be perked up for more yocks. 
Bop version of “Old Man River” is 
| solid and wins him a begoff. ; 

Gracie Barrie’s special material 
gets across as well here as in a 
nitery and her slick showmanship 
garners heavy plaudits on “Sun- 
day Kind of Love” and 
Gave His Shotgun Away.” 


of the Harmonicats, proves trio’s 
| pulling power here. Zany antics of 
Al Fiorre, on oversized mouthor- 
gan, click trills of Jerry Murad 
and chording by Don Les, harvest 
kudos on “Lovers,” “Harmonica 
Boogie,” and “Cats’ Polka.” Disclick 
of two years ago, “Peg O My 
Heart” still rates encores. Boys 
work hard and audience respond: 


readily. 
cooks Basil’s house orch back 
show in usual nifty manner. 


Greg. 


| personality without an act. 


Palace, N. Y. 
Victoria Troupe, Jack Parker, 
Kaye Ballard, 3 Arnauts, Tommy 
Dix, Mack, Russ & Owen, Steve 


Evans, Yvonne, Clavel & Farrar, 
Tess Gardell; “Slightly French” 
(Col); reviewed in VARIETY 
Feb. 9, °49. 





The second vaude bill at the re- 
incarnated Palace gives further 
evidenze that restored policy is on 
solid ground. Booker Danny 
Friendly has lined up a strong set 
of turns. 

The bill starts off 
the Victoria Troupe (5), 
ard novelty turn, but 
has always needed a little more 
punch than it carries. The light- 
weight aspect is continued by jug- 
gler Jack Parker, a capable and 
personable performer who with a 
mite more showmanship’ could 
make a greater impact. 

Bill starts to click 
Ballard, ex-Spike Jones 
who has been around 
circuit. While her comedy songs 
are better suited for cafes, they 
carry good satire. Approach is in- 
telligent and tunes are consider- 
ably different than the usual run. 


with 
a stand- 
one which 


slowly 


with Kaye 
vocalist, 
the saloon 


She does okay here. 

Three Arnauts also hit it off 
nicely with novelty musical and 
bird-whistling turn. They have 


showmanly presentation and come 
out neatly. Tommy Dix is in top 
vocal form. The big voice comes 
out as a surprise from this pint- 
sized warbler, and he continues to 
pile up heavy mitts for his pipings 
of pops and musicomedy tunes. 

Steve Evans’ drunk bit has been 
done in some of the country’s ace 
vauders. It’s an outstanding char- 
acterization that gets the mob. 
Mack, Russ and Owen and Yvonne, 
Clavel and Farrar are under New 
Acts. 

The unbilled headliner from the 
old Palace is Tess Gardell (Aunt 
Jemima) who rocks the house with 
her oldtime showmanship. 

As is the case with most any 
eight-act bill, there’s bound to be 
some confliction, but in a house 
like the Palace, where similar type 
turns can be spaced, it’s of little 
import. There’s generally an audi- 
ence for every type of act and the 
idea is to cater to mass audience 
appeal. Jose. 


Capitol, N. Y. 


Eddy Howard Orch (15), Winter 
Sisters (2), Chill Wills, Marilyn 
Maxwell, Clifford Guest; “Tulsa” 
pS at reviewed in VARIETY March 

a 





There’s enough variety on the 
current bill to satisfy most tastes, 
though the actual playing part of 
the show is somewhat spotty. It 
could use more speed. 

Tops is the extremely novel and 
talented Clifford Guest, an Aus- 
tralian ventro who can play any- 
where, class or mass, whether it’s 
the big vauderies or the chi-chi 


cafes. Marilyn Maxwell lends 
plenty of s.a. with her blonde 
looks, and she knows her way 


around a tune, too. Chill Wills, 
who is featured in the Cap’s film, 
“Tulsa,” is just another Hollywood 
The 
Winter Sisters (2) are the opening 
turn, an acro pair who go over in 


itheir few moments of standard 


“Pappy | 


Second appearance within a year 


stunts. 

Eddy Howard is the band, and 
the personable maestro-singer does 
an especially good job of back- 
grounding the other acts in addi- 
tion to doing a couple of vocal 
turns on his own and with the boys 
in the band. Plus which he does 
a cute duet with Marilyn Maxwell 
that would be more effective if he 
didn’t leer the way he does at Miss 


Maxwell’s physical charms. The 
band itself is strictly for back- 
ground. 


Guest, a suave voice-thrower at- 
tired in tails, works briskly and 
with complete ease, doing a bit 
with a dummy in a suitcase that’s 
expert craftsmanship, plus a baby- 
crying bit that’s also top-drawer. 

Miss Maxwell, with her blonde 
looks and highly revealing gown, 
sells her songs neatly, but who’s 
listening? 

Chill Wills, attired in character. 
as an hombre from the oilfields of 
Oklahoma. engages in some inef- 
fectual talk. tells some innocuous 
jokes, and sings a couple of west- 
ern tunes. And he passes out pic- 
tures of himself to the audience. 

Kahn. 





Apollo, N. Y. 
Norman Granz’s Jazz at The 
Philharmonic, Dusty Fletcher, Tex- 
as Tommy & Baby Doll, Rimmer 
Sisters (2), Alberto Socarras Band 
(14); “The Creeper” (20th). 





Norman Granz’s Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic, which has been success- 
fully concertizing around the coun- 
try, sparks the new layout at the 
Apollo for current stanza. Affably 
fronted by Granz and projecting 
such potent sidemen as Coleman 
| Hawkins, “Flip” Phillips, Sonny 


| 


'takes up major portion of show’s 
one-hour running time and gives 
out with solid instrumentals, solo- 
wise and in tandem, for a sock ses- 
sion. 

Featuring mostly symphonic ar- 
-rangements of the pops, both in 
'swingy and sweet style, it gives 
the hepsters in audience a real 
time of it, and the featured tooters 
a field day. Particularly standout 
is Hawkins’ tromboning of ‘“Sophis- 
ticated Lady” and Turk’s sizzling 


workout on “The Circus.” Collee: 
tively, they really cook on the 
other items for boisterous ap 
plause. 


Alberto Socarras’ Rhumba Band 
backs the supporting acts and gives 
good account on trio of numbers, 
“Tungle Fantasy,” “Mamba” and 
“How High the Moon.” Maestro on 
flute is spotlighted with solid back 


ing from crew, comprising three 
rhythm, bongo, maracecas, four 
saxes, two trombones and _ two 


trumpets. 


Spacing the band’s sessions are 


a trio of standard acts that add 
plenty lustre to the bill. Rimmer 
Sisters, slick #ppearing team, of 
fer neat tapstering for nice re- 
turns. Texas Tommy & Baby Doll, 
cowpoke and educated pony, also 
win them via amazing feats of 


pony plus running line of comedy 
gab by trainer for nice apprecia 
tion. 

Dusty Fletcher practically rolls 
them in the aisles with his come- 
dics. The “Open the Door, Rich- 
ard” guy essays a drunk and does 
his act horizontally most of the 
time. Always a fave here, this time 
around he has punched up former 


routine for better results, and is 
rewarded with good palming at 
walkoff. Edba. 











»* oer. 
Night Club Reviews! 
Continued from page 52 _— 


Copacabana, N. Y. 


tipasta hors d’ouvres, it’s time to 
spotlight it. 

Team has gotten so that their 
chatter and patter put emphasis on 
“some of my people are here to- 
night too,” and wheezes like “even 
the tables go to shool (synagog), 
etc 

Martin’s barytoning Is as authori- 
tative as Bing’s, and Lewis’ flair 
for comedy is original, refreshing 
and basically as Yankee as Boston 
baked beans—if they’d leave out 
the Lindy’s trimmings. It’s not 
just that the inside laughs cause 
wonderment and/or’ resentment 
from the non-savvy-the-lingo cus- 
| tomers—but the boys just don’t 
need it! Abel. 


Latin Casino. Philly 
Philadelphia, May 21. 
| Joey Bishop, Florida Trio, Gal- 
ante & Leonarda, Paul Duke, Jack 
| Curtis, Boots McKenna Girls (7), 
Harry Dobbs Orch; $3 minimum 


weekends. 


| After session of high-priced tal- 
/ent all season, Jack Lynch has as- 
sumed the floorshow controls and 
his initial effort is a highly satis- 
fying, elaborate, although modestly 
budgeted revue. Sad-faced Joey 
Bishop is the main draw, coming 
at the end of variety lineup that 
reminds of the shows at the old 
Walton Roof. 

Show is fastly paced by the 
Bocts McKenna girls, seven statu- 
esque sirens togged in colorful 
jockey garb, for slick production 
number, Jack Curtis, radio croon- 
er of local repute, follows with 
three ballads sung effectively. Paul 
Duke gets the crowd in an amiable 
mood with his lighted cigarette 
baffler, and for a sock windup swal- 
lows a handful of razor blades and 
twine and brings them up threaded 
—a variant of the stunt the late 
Harry Houdini used to do with 
needles. 

Conventiona) acro-dance from 
Galante and Leonarda, then the 
line follows again in a dressy num- 
ber to Curtis’ vocalizing. In next 
to closing is the Florida Trio, a 
pantomime continental bit in 
which a man and a woman manipu- 
late a rubbery partner, made up 
as a jack-in-the-box. 

Bishop’s gags, especially the 
kind he calls his “physical jokes,” 
won the crowd almost from the 
start. His humor, except for an ex- 
cerpt from one of those GI rou- 
tines, was virtually new here and 
|clean. His ad-libbing is smart and 
pays off. 

Show is geared for family trade 
rather than hepsters. Production 
ran an hour and 40 minutes when 
caught (20). House two-thirds full 
|at late show. Gagh. 
| — 
Diamond Horseshoe 
| (NEW YORK) 
(Followup) 

A little longhair, a bit of nos- 
talgia, spiced with the more mod- 
ern type of entertainment—that’s 
the click format of the current 


| Criss and Tommy Turk, the unit. 


Diamond Horseshoe show with its 
three new headliners and hold- 
over production. 

The Billy Rose nitery, produced 
by an old hand at this type of pro- 
duction—namely, John Murray An- 
derson—has everything to. suit 
most tastes of the out-of-towners 
at whom this show is aimed pri- 
marily. Gil Lamb is in with his 
sock, eccentric comedy; Pearl 
Bailey, with her droll songstering, 
is likewise clicko; W. C. Handy, the 
old man of the blues, is still trum- 
peting his famed “St. Louis Blues.” 
Plus which there is the “Violins 
Over Broadway” production of a 
stageful of fiddles, a six-gal choral 
group and half a dozen long- 
stemmed showgirls. It all adds up 
to smash showmanship. 

Lamb satisfies on all counts, with 


his impersonation of a_ jitterbug 
“at the Paramount theatre,” one 
of his standards; the swallowing- 


the-harmonica bit and his eccentric 
hoofing, plus his jokestering. The 
crowd at the midnight show caught 
went big for him. 

Miss Bailey has a flair for cap- 
turing an audience, whatever the 
room. Those entrancing hands, 
that droll manner and her neat 
sense of comedy as she talk-sings 
pops with special arrangements, 
are surefire anywhere. However, 
the way she does “St. Louis Blues” 

in much the same comedy man- 
ner as her other numbers-—is off 
base. “Blues” is the sort of num- 
ber that shouldn’t be tricked up 
comedically. 

Handy has little to do except 
trumpet his own composition and 
stand by while Miss Bailey warbles 
“Blues.” There’s still magic in his 
name, as indicated by the reception 
he got at his entrance. Kahn. 


Lido, Paris 
Paris, May 28. 

Pierre Louis-Guerin production 
(Rene Fraday co-producer) of re- 
vue in two parts. Choreography by 
Donn Arden, assisted by John 
Fetcher. Starring Harrison & Fish- 
er, Dynamite’ Jefferson, Senor 
Wences, Stephen-Martel Dancers, 
Daisy Daix, featuring Nel Martin, 
Pat Meany, Ted Lawrie, Bluebell 
Girls, Rene Leroux Orch (15) and 
the Krever Rhumba band (12). 
Musical adaptations by Rene Le- 
roux, Jean Gruyer and J. P. Lan- 
dral; lyrics by Andre Hornez, cos- 
tumes by Frost; no cover, no min- 
imum. 





Following his last extravaganza, 
titled “Confetti.” which ran a year, 
and encouraged by the success of 
American slanted productions in 
his Champs Elysees nitery, oper- 
ator Pierre Louis-Guerin has pro- 


| duced a new show titled “Bravo,” 


starring Harrison and Fisher, who 
headed the previous display. Aside 
from the featured Daisy Paix, who 
appeared in America two years ago 
under Lou Walter aegis, and some 
French girls as nudes or in the line 
(dance ensembles being contribbed 
by the English Bluebell Girls) line- 
up is practically all-American. 


Biggest hits are Harrison and 
Fisher, Dynamite Jefferson, who 
startles the audience with his iron- 
jaw power, and Senor Wences, 
who does his ventro stunt expertly. 
Ted Lawrie is effective on the 
warbling, and the Steffen-Martel 
dancers appear in_ several se- 
quences to give a framework to 
the extravaganza, blending danc- 
ing in an effective, entertaining 
way. 

Show provides nearly’ three 
hours of fast entertainment, and 
is easily viewed from all lo- 
cations in the large room, due 
to elevated — stage. The Fost 
costumes are smart and_  col- 
orful. Both bands are used to best 
advantage. The show, which has 
been expertly assembled by Rene 
Fraday, is mostly based on slick 


use of the tall, good-looking 
Bluebell Girls by stager Donn 
Arden. 


Revue, which tops all previous 
efforts, is likely to keep packing 
them in at Lido for another year. 
It is a must for all nitefun seekers 
and Paris visitors. Maxi. 











Holiday Spurt 


Continued from page 3 = 





the stage presentation houses 
showed the least bounce on Broad- 
way, which generally indicates a 
lack of tourist biz. 

While Easter week was excep- 
tionally strong, the drop through- 
out the country that was felt the 
following week and _ continued 
through most of May was somewhat 
more preciptious than expected. 
Showmen were wont to blame it on 
weather, since there was an early 
hot spell and the first signs of 
spring always drive the public from 
theatres and to the outdoors. Drop 
beyond what might have been ex- 
pected on that score was chalked 
up to lack of want-to-see in the 
product. 
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Chorus 


Equity Probes Complaints 


‘Allegro’ Folds in Chi 


Chicago, May 31. 
“Allegro,” after six-week stint, 
(28) with company 
Musical had 


Of No-Pay Pre-Rehearsal ‘Classes’ tstiye co" tosis a 





investigating +—— 


‘Tudor to Guest Choreo 
For Royal Swedish Balle 


Chorus Equity is 
complaints from its members that 
certain choreographers have been 
exceeding the prescribed rehearsal 
time for Broadway productions by | 
holding preliminary dancing | 


“classes” at which routines for the Antony Tudor, Ballet Theatre 
shows are practiced. Matter is artistic director who staged the 
also being considered by the | ballets for the Broadway musicals 
perent organization, Actors Equity, “The Day Before Spring” and 
in relation to the bid by the choreo- “Hollywood Pinafore,” will be 
graphers to be admitted to mem- | guest choreographer’ with the 
bership as a group. Royal Swedish Ballet in Stock- 
According to the squawks to holm in September. Engagement 
Chorus Equity, dancers called to is for five months. 
audition for new shows are not Next spring, when he returns, 


onlv given routines from the same Tudor will start on the choreog- 
productions to do, but if chosen | raphy for the stage adaptation of 
for the chorus are then sometimes James Joyce's “Finnegan s Wake, 
called for practice in the routines which legit 9.a. Edwin R. (Ned) 
before the scheduled start of re- Armstrong will produce. 

hearsals. Since the classes are not 
strictly rehearsals the limit on re- 
hearsal time is not technically ex- 
eceded. But CE members claim 
the device is. in effect, the same as 
extra rehearsals, though not for | 
pav. 





Smallens-Levant Team 
In Gershwin Night To 
Jerome Robbins was specifically | Spark Stadium Season 


cited as having held such classes Alexander Smallens will have a 
before the start of rehearsals for week's leave of absence from Radio 
“Miss Liberty,” and Agnes De Mille | City Music Hall orchestral duties, 
was similarly named in connection |t9 conduct at Lewisohn Stadium, 
with her choreography for “Briga- NN. Y., during week of July 4. Fea- 
doon.” ture that week will be the annual 
|Gershwin memorial concert, with 
Oscar Levant appearing as soloist 
in both Concerto in F and “Rhap- 
sody in Blue.” Jose Iturbi will 
appear in dual role of soloist and 





Tough Going These Days 


For Touring Symphs; N.Y. 
Orch 4-Wk. Loss Is 366 


Symphony orchestras are finding 
pre- and post-season tours more 
artistic than commercial, judging 


conductor. 

Stadium’s 32d season will open 
June 20 with Fritz Reiner conduct- 
ing and William Kapell as soloist. 
The Philharmonic Piano Quartet 
will appear June 25 in the season’s 


first “‘pop’’ evening. 

Lauritz Melchior will appear 
June 30, also under Reiner’s di- 
rection, in both Wagnerian and 


by this year’s experience of the 
N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony. The 
orch, which did a two-week tour 


last fall before the start of its reg- : . 
ular N. Y. season, recently finished popular numbers. Robert Stolz 


another post-season fortnight trip. el vs his annual Viennese 
On its four weeks of touring, it “'S0' /Uly 20. 


ran up a $26,000 deficit. ; 
Artistically, the tours were a Indiana U. Aud. Closes 
Most Successful Year 


success, with filled houses and good 
Bloomington, Ind., May 31. 





press. But railroad rates went up 
after the tour had been booked; | 
transfer costs were raised, etc. | 
i ‘ost of transportation hiked | 
peta Boe Rey oe pe to .. With a total attendance of 75,040, 
limit tours hereafter closer to the Indiana Univ. auditorium has 
N. Y. No~- Philharmonic out-of- | Just closed the most successful 
season. treks have been skedded for S€ason in its eight-year history. 


next season. | Bookings included touring Broad- 
This ear Philharmonic was pita d productions, other legit 
ye |groups, symphonies, recitals and 


booked by Columbia Artists Megt., | 
which bought the orch from the | 42mce bands. 

Philharmonic board for the four | Biggest turnout was 10,062 ad- 
weeks involved. Columbia Rec- Missions for four performances 


|shows were “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
to sustain tour losses, if any, up to 9-601 (‘three pertormances); Mar- 
a specified amount, believed to be 84ret Webster's touring production 
in the vicinity of $25,000. Colum- °f “Macbeth,” 3,900 (one perform- 
bia Artists Mgt. sustained the rest 2"¢¢); Maurice Evans’ revival of 
of the leu. Man and _ Superman,’ 3,607 
PITT TROUPE BUYS |of Hunting,” 3,469 (one); “Hamlet,” 
A fae (one), and Sylvia Sidney- 
P ’ ohn Loder in “‘O Mistress Mine,” 
MEDFA’ PRODUCTION 1.368 dimitea capacity) one). 


harmonic disks, agreed in advance 





cago Univ.) production of “Sound 


; Besides the Metropolitan and 
Entire hae age May 31. Charles L. Wagner opera troupes, 
wntire production of Judith An- other bookings included Martha 

derson’s “Medea,” including sets 


Graham dance company, the New 
York Philharmonic and Indianap- 
olis symphonies and the French 
National orchestra, Vladimir Hor- 
owitz, Bidu Sayao, Nathan Miul- 
stein and the Horace Heidt. Stan 
Kenton and Vaughn Monroe bands. 


and costumes, has been bought by 
International Repertory Co. here, 
under direction of Francis May- 
ville, and will be used next season 
when that group sends Robinson 
Jeffers tragedy on a 30-week tour 
of nearly 100 cities. Cast will be 


; : Harold W. Joi:da irector 
assembled in New York and programs for _ po ta of 
brought here for rehearsal, with k amr pg 


booked a!! but the dance bands. 


t .ree-performanc yeni se - : ey 
a e-performance opening sched- which were set by Lyman Smith. 


ul’ d locally middle of September. 

‘Iayville’s outfit is also plotting 
a ix-week summer theatre season, 
w 2. an Eauity company, in Mt. 
Ie anon. Pittsburgh residential 
district, to get under way around 
Aug. 1. They'll use a high school 
auditorium. 





Burton Holmes Reports 


Tour 15-187 Over ’48 


Hollywood, May 31. 


Repertory group had its first Burton Holmes. returning to his 
pr_sentation here last month, Hollywood base after completing 
bringing in Margaret Webster’s iS 56th season on the road, reports 


his travelogs grossed 15 to 18° 
better this year than last. More- 
over, one lecture hit an all-time 
high when a fourth return to Chi- 
cago of his natural color-picture of 
Switzerland brought in over $3.000 
for the night. Holmes 


production of “Macbeth” for one 
night. 


$3,000,000 More Sought 


For Omaha Project 
Omaha, May 31. 

With $4.000.000 already voted 

for the new auditorium-music hall 

setup, the city commission has al- 


broke in Soule a few years ago and 
Soule does two out of five of the 


ready made plans to have another shows. : 

vote next spring to get $3,000,000 Of this year’s cluster of pix. fea- 

more. turing Virginia, Sweden, India, 
Building will include theatre for Switzerland and New Mexico, 


Switzerland drew the best, Virginia 
, the poorest. 


road shows, same as Kansas City 
layout, 


(three); Goodman Theatre (of Chi- | 


it himself | 
didn't supply the sound effects for | 
this one: Thayer Soule did. Holmes 


|r ff-again- | 
|Center, New York, but off-ag | season. 


‘the additional show merely raised the averages slightly. 


‘on-again status of the last few 
|weeks found the Center booked 
‘and “Allegro” too late for it. 

Show needed around $25,000 to 
break even here, and lately 
dropped below that. 





Equity Group 
~ Named Rep On 


| 


FDR Theatre 


As the next step in its campaign 
for the erection of a Franklin D. 
Roosevelt memorial theatre’ in 
Washington, Actors Equity has 
named a committee to confer with 
William <A. Green and _ Philip 
Murray, respective presidents of 
the AFL and CIO, on plans for a 
national fund-raising drive. Meet- 
ings with the two labor leaders 
will take place within the next 
few weeks. Meanwhile, Equity has 


already received a few donations 
to the fund. All contributions are 


limited to $1. 

Equity committee, chairmaned 
by Clarence Derwent, the union’s 
president, includes Cornelia Otis 
Skinner, Basil Rathbone, Marjorie 
Gateson, Sidney Blackmer and 
Louis M. Simon. One of its pre- 
liminary assignments is te work 
out plans for the fund drive. An- 
other problem is to agree on a 
setup for the various other per- 
forming arts, such as opera, dance, 
music, to be represented. 

Idea is that the Roosevelt thea- 
tre, which would cost $2,0Q0,000 
or more, would not depend on the 
availability of the National thea- 
tre, or any other Washington 
house, as a legit stand. Since the 
Roosevelt would be 
all the performing arts (though 
with legit as the basis) it would 
be built regardless of existing 
auditoriums and theatres. Whole 


project is planned on the assump- 
tion that the Roosevelt would have 


a policy of complete racial equal- 
ity. 


VIENNA STATE OPERA 


| 





/about a year for a visit of the 


ica. The company, one of the 
leading groups in Europe, 
been touring the continent this 
season. It’s currently in Florence, 
after playing Paris a few weeks 
ago, and heads next for Brussels. 

Opera company has never been 
in the U. S. Sol Hurok, who is 
importing the Sadler’s Wells Bal- 
let of London in the fall, has been 
dickering with Egon Hilbert, di- 
rector of both the Vienna National 
Theatre and Vienna State Opera 
Co., for the latter’s visit. Talks 
are in the preliminary stage, with 


visit not likely before the fall of 


1950. Vienna troupe is anxious to 
come, and Hurok would like to 
import it. 
is question of financing the trip. 





Longhair Shorts 


Maria Tallchief, 
rina of N. Y. City Ballet Co., will 
be featured dancer in 
Norway” at St. Louis Municipal 
Stadium for two weeks in August 

Charles Weidman has been ap- 
pointed dance director of N. Y 
City Opera Co., replacing George 
Balanchine, who wants to devote 
himself entirely to the N. Y. City 
Ballet Co. Jarmila Novotna 
sailing for Europe June 9 to ap- 
pear at the Salzburg Festival 
Isaac Stern visiting Israel for the 
first time in September Sol 
Hurok and National 


intended tor 


U.S. TOUR DISCUSSED 


Negotiations have been on for 
ords, which puts out N.Y. Phil. of “Oklahoma!” Other Broadway | Vienna State Opera Co. to Amer- 


has 


Major obstacle thus far 


leading balle- 


“Song of 


| 


/man, News, and Richard Watts, Jr., Post, each .803; Robert Cole 


Concert & | 


Artists Corp. signed conductors | 
William Steinberg and Paul 
Kletski. 





‘CAROUSEL’ FOR LONDON 


London, May 31. 

The Theatre Guild’s Jerry Whyte 
is here to discuss the staging of 
“Carousel” with Emile Littler. 

Musical will go into the Drury 
Lane following the run of “Okla- 
homa!” which, however, is unlikely 
to close before Christmas. 


” 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
Opening and quick flop of “Mr. Adam” on Broadway last week didn’t 
alter the relative standing of the New York drama critics in Vartgry’ 
annual boxscore. Official standings of the reviewers were tabulated 


before the play’s opening was announced as a last-minute finale to the 
Since all the reviews were unfavorable and therefore “Tight,” 


Winner is still Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, with 58 shows caught 
53 “right” and five “wreng,” for a final percentage of .914. Following 
in order (with the corrected average of each) are Ward Morehouse a 
the Sun, with .836; Howard Barnes, Herald Tribune, .831: John Chap. 
Mirror, and Robert Garland, Journal-American, each .785, and Willian 
Hawkins, World-Telegram, .738. VARIETY’s revised rating was .936. 

Some shows rated as failures are still running. However, on the 
basis of their known production expense, operating cost and grosses 
they are not expected to earn back the investment. So, according to 
VARIETY’sS definition, they must be classified as failures. No production 
of the 1948-49 season has yet actually been sold to pictures, although 
deals for several have been in negotiation. 

Incidentally, with the “Mr. Adam” premiere, Arthur Pollock Started 
as critic for the new New York daily, the Compass. This will] include 
him in the critics’ boxscore for the 1949-50 season. 





Pittsburgh Playhouse put on a special Sunday night performance of 
its annual original revue, “Of All Things,” for several people from the 
Broadway Hit, “Lend An Ear,” at their request. Those who flew there 
and right back were Charles Gaynor, who wrote “Ear”; George Bauer 
show’s musical director; William Eythe, star and co-producer, and 
Jenny Lou Law and Al Checco, featured players. They’re ail virtually 
a Pittsburgh Playhouse Alumni Assn., Bauer, Eythe, Miss Law and 
Checco, all having participated in past musicals Gaynor has written for 
the community theatre. In fact, Eythe, then a student at the Carnegie 
Tech drama school, was in “Lend An Ear” when it was originally done 
at Playhouse. Present Broadway production is not entirely that of 
“Ear,” however; it’s a compilation of the besi items in Gaynor’s several 
Playhouse revues. 

Plans for the presentation of a bronze testimonial plaque to Lee 
Shubert, “in recognition of the contribution of the Shubert brothers 
to the culture, progress and stability of Broadway,” are disclosed by 
the Broadway Assn. Plaque, to be erected in Shubert Alley, adjoining 
the Shubert theatre, will be unveiled June 13 by Robert K. Christen- 
berry, association prez. 





“Champagne for Delilah,” Ronald Miller play being presented June 8 
in London by Henry Sherek and Howard S. Cullman, will subsequently 
be produced on Broadway. Although various companies have made 
approaches for the film rights, Sherek is holding off negotiations or 
even setting a price until after the New York opening. 





+ 
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Legit Bits 








ANTA is offering a_ six-week 
summer course in publicity, to be 
conducted by Bernard Simon, for 
little theatre pressagents... 


ORPH, K.C., SWITCHES 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 


TO LEGIT FROM FILMS 


Kansas City, May 31. 
Orpheum theatre switches from 


Jack | pictures to a legit house beginning 


Schlissel, accountant with Pinto, | with 1949-50 season, according to 


Winokur & Pagano, taking a sum- 
mer leave of absence to be execu- 


tive assistant to Theron Bamberger 
|at the Bucks County playhouse, 
|New Hope, Pa....Virginia State 
Theatre production of “Hamlet,” 
| with Robert Breen, Clarence Der- 
|went, Walter Abel, Aline Mac- 


| plans 


announced last week by 


Elmer C. Rhoden, president of Fox 


| Midwest. 


Fox Midwest takes over 
the house in an exchange which 
gives RKO the Missouri theatre, 
formerly the Mainstreet. 


James H. Nixon, holder of the 
United Booking Office franchise 


‘Mahon, Ruth Ford and 23 others, | here, will be manager of the 
planes to Denmark today (Wed.)| Orpheum on a participating ar- 
‘rangement. Deal was worked out 


from Westover Field, Mass., to play 
a guest engagement at Elsinore, 
then make appearances before the 
U. S. occupation forces in Ger- 
many. Due back about July 20. 
Having ended the season at her 
Sombrero theatre in Phoenix, Ariz., 
Ann Lee has. gone ‘to Santa Fe, 
N. M., to reopen her El Teatro for 
its second strawhat season 





with cooperation of Marcus Hei- 
man, president of UBO, which 
sends out majority of shows play- 
ing here. Road legit has played 


the city-owned Music Hall here the 
'past five years through A & N 


| Presentations, 


a partnership be- 


‘tween Nixon and John Antonello. 


--- |The A & N organization will be 


Peter Lawrence has resigned aS | dissolved 


stage manager of ‘“‘Lend an Ear” to 
become a television director for 


! 


| 


CBS. Incidentally, he’s still hoping | 
to present Olivia DeHavilland on | 


Broadway next winter in a revival 
of “Peter Pan” The John Bara- 
greys (Louise Larabee) due back 
Thursday (2) on the Queen Mary. 


He’s been filling a screen acting 


commitment in Switzerland. 

Brenda Lewis, who had a lead 
role in “The Rape of Lucretia” on 
Broadway this season, will sing 
lead in “Rosalinda” 
ham first two weeks in July; in 
“Gypsy Love” in Memphis last two 
July weeks, and the Irra Petina 
role in “Song of Norway” at the 
St. Louis Municipal Opera first 
two weeks in August. 

Bernard Gersten, production 
manager of New Stages, Inc., 
sailed on the Veendam last week 
for a European vacation. 

“The Sky Is_ Red,” 
tragedy based on novel 


two-act 
of the 


‘dates. 


Plans call for K. C. to become 
a week stand, whereas attractions 
have been irregular in the Music 
Hall, where competition is keen for 
The Fox-Nixon § arrange- 
ment calls for roadshow films when 
legit shows are not available. 

Refurnishing of the Orpheum is 


‘expected to cost in the vicinity 0 
/$100,000, according to Rhoden. 


in Birming- | 





N. Y. City Center Mulls: 
Modern Dance Group 


The N. Y. City Center, which 
had its own symphony and legit 
organizations, and now has a resi- 
dent opera company and _ ballet 
troupe (the N. Y. City Opera Co. 
and N. Y. City Ballet Co.), 1s plan- 
ning to add a modern dance com- 

any to its activities. 

j Project is planned for next De- 


same name, completed by Harold : ae wf , 
Jaediker Taub. Also completed cember, for about tht ‘let je 
by Taub is “The Dwarfing of | following the regular balles 8 sual 
Denny,” folk comedy drama about and taking place of the us 


the Pennsylvania Irish. 





Fain, Hilliard Scoring 
Revue for L.A. Debut 


Hollywood, May 31. 
Sammy Fain and Bob Hilliard 
have been signed by William 
Trenk te do the score for “My 
L. A.”, musical revue being writ- 
ten from book of the same name 
by Matt Weinstock, Los Angeles 
Daily News’ columnist. Trenk 
hopes to stage the production at 
the Biltmore theatre in August. 
Fain and Hilliard are also doing 
the music for Walt Disney’s “Alice 
in Wonderland.” 


| group and artistic 


| phrey, etc., 


| Norman Lloyd. 


Xmas attractions, such as the Paul 
Draper-Larry Adler booking. Cen 
ter would have a resident dance 
director, wit 
such prominent figures aS Martha 
Graham, Jose Limon, Doris — 
invited to choreograP 
dances and_ possibly appear : 
guests with or without their ow 
roups. 
‘ ALN. Y. City Modern Dance 
Committee has been set UP to a. 
ther the project, including Mor a 
Baum as chairman; Martha - 
Jean Rosenthal, Louis Horst a 
John Martin an 
dance critics of 


Walter Terry, jbune, 


N. Y. Times and Herald Tr 


‘are acting in advisory capacity. 
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| American Express May Set Offices — {]PF F 15 New Shows ‘Sure’ of Comin 

ng | 

e ee * e | 9 

: In All Cities for Sale of Legit Tix 0 Bway Out of Flood Announced 

im 

he The American Express -s are aan ra , Will ————F ——_ me traditional Doak of 

Bs, offices in all cities for the ) Ww 2 Analysis of the total gross of all (ailkeyv-Oenslager i new shows has been “announced” 

to See of tickets to Broadway shows. Blackstone's 40-W eeker Broadway shows for the 1948-49 ' Pr duce - ical ‘Polo’ for fall production on Broadway, 

on It would make this service avail- On 50th Anniversary season offers striking evidence of roduce Musica O10 an unusually small number are re- 
gh able on a similar basis to its book- ‘Lucson, May 31. how high ¢osts are crimping legit Musical version of “Messer Mar- garded as definite entries _ From 
ing of hotel reservations, steamship Blackstone, convalescing on a otal grosses for the season were co Polo,” the Donn Byrne novel, present indications, about 15 shows 
ed pookings etc. There would prob- ranch here after a severe illness, approximately the Same as for adapted by Robert Nathan, with are reasonably certain to be pre- 
de ably be a fee involved, but whether ii) celebrate his 50th anniversary | 1947-48. But on the basis of num- lyrics by Johnny Mercer and score eres during the first part of the 
this would be paid by the cus- jn show business with a 40-week ber of weeks played by all shows by Robert Emmett Dolan, will be 1949-50 season, with a dozen or so 
tomer or allowed as commission by tour next season. during the season, 1948-49 was far presented on Broadway next win- rated probable and several dozen 
of the legit producer isn’t settled. Magician opens Labor Day at below 1947-48. ter by Stanley Gilkey and Donald ™ore possible. 

he Arrangement Is_ being worked the Davidson, Milwaukee, and is In other words, the same total Oenslager. Reason for the relatively slim 

re out by Howard Cullman, chairman already set by the United Book- | Tevenue supported substantially Oenslager Wilsgesign the scen- prospects for fall isn’t clear. In 

tT, of the Port Authority of New ing Office for the balance of the fewer playing weeks. Specifically, ery. He sailed erst Friday (27) some managerial quarters it’s fig- 

id York and a leading investor in le- season, that means that the run of every on the Queen Elizabeth for six ured that the uncertain outlook for 

ly git shows, in cooperation with the show on Broadway during the sea- | weeks in Europe. general business may be having an 

id new Committee of Theatrical Pro- son (including holdovers from pre- —_—_—_ooo — adverse effect on Broadway. As 

or ducers and the League of N.Y. The- | rt h vivous season) was shortened by 3 evidence of this, there’s said to be 

‘ie atres. Similar move was _ con- ll ag en almost a week. The difference, in ro uctions some managerial hesitancy about 

ne sidered several years ago by Amet- | | terms of employment, amounts to going ahead with production plans 

of ican Express, but was rejected be- | o i | thousands of weeks’ lost salary for until the business portents appear 

‘al cause of the complications in the | A d Th t actors, musicians, stagehands and more favorable. A more tangible 
Broadway ticket-distribution setup ] Ing Fa ré | other theatrical personnel. Taking a e 00 é factor may be a tightening of avail- 
at that time. But in view of cur- | into account the indirect loss of | able financing for new shows. This 

ee rent efforts to clean up the ticket e revenue in supplementary lines, | latter may be a reflection of gen- 

TS mess, Cullman may be able to per- | () T R such as advertising, transportation, | ~ eral business conditions, but also 

by suade American Express to under- | || 1X eorg printing, electric light, heat, inci- | nto timore partly a reaction to high costs of 

ng take the operation. dental expenditures by theatre- | legit production and operation. 

n- At the combined urging last! Although he is continuing his ®°°* — eae aes a , Besides “Miss Liberty,” now in 
week of the Committee of Theatri- | prabe of ticket-scalping on Broad- aa vo ge p — _ Equity Library Theatre produc- rehearsal fora Philadelphia tryout 
eal Producers and the League, the | way, John M. Murtagh, New York 2 4 oom or a 5 $28,840 tions may be booked into the Mary- starting June 13 and a Broadway 

8 leading ticket brokers agreed to City commissioner of investigation, tal That = eee with 't tal land theatre, Baltimore. The man- premiere July 7, there are 10 pro- 

ly form their own organization to may cooperate with the theatre's _ 3 aan tht te th a ‘ota’ agement of the house is seeking ductions that appear certain for 

de eliminate evils in the present setup | own efforts to reorganize ticket dis- take of = acme ort wh ati to get the shows as an alternative early fall, although none has an- 
or and police the business hereafter. tribution. He is going ahead with yee ayes e aifference was negi- to regular touring productions nounced an actual date for the 


In a meeting described by both 
sides as straight-talking and satis- 
factory, the producers and brokers 
agreed that the current troubles 
are of their own making and that 
conditions must be corrected. 


3c Fee Again 
The fee of 3c per ticket, payable 





his inspection of ticket brokers’ 
books and records and expects to 
move for the revocation of addi- 
tional agency licenses. 

Murtagh’s study of the subject 
thus far has indicated to him the 
need for a cooperative ticket dis- 
tribution setup, possibly eliminat- 
ing all brokerages. Such a central 


gible in amounts of that size. (Both 
figures include such off-Broadway 
presentations as legit shows at 
City Center and productions at 
New Stages, but exclude Experi- 
mental Theatre shows.) 

The total weeks played by all 
shows during 1948-49 were 1,230. 
Total playing time of all shows the 





from Broadway. It has been unable 
to get the latter through the United 
Booking Office in New York, which 
books Ford's theatre, Baltimore. 
Several kinks must be ironed 
out before the Maryland can get 
ELT shows. Principal one is that 
it would require a whole new set- 
up on the part of ELT, which is 


start of rehearsals. They as “Bell, 
Book and Candle,” “Cry the Be- 
loved Country,’ the musical ver- 
sion of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” “Good Housekeeping,” 
the currently-touring “I Know My 
Love,” “Montserrat,” “That Lady,” 
“The Happy Time,” the musical 
edition of “Little Foxes” and “He 








Rec ts to be Sa mae office, maintained by all producers PreViOus | Saker eo iggine tna now equipped to present its pro-| and She.” 
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Forces and planes to Denmark to- 
day (Wed.). After the Elsinore en- 
gagement it will be flown to Ger- 
many, where it will present “Ham- 
let’ and “The Hasty Heart” before 


have visited Murtagh’s office again 
‘yesterday (Tues.), but the date was 
set back until today (Wed.). 
Revocation proceedings yester- 
day against the John T. Ahearn 


ironclad contracts with other pro- 


ducers holding them ” -~ tour “ ‘DETECTIVE STORY’ FOR 
do tne Guild or the theatre gen: BUCHANAN IN LONDON 


TE y have a season | . 
erally any good to a London production of ‘Detec- 


$4,000,000 on legit admissions on 
the road during the season). An- 
other estimated $75,000 tax was 
Paid on ticket sales by brokers. 
Sizable rap for legit is the New 


agency were continued until next 


end up with excuses and refunds.” 





U. S. troops. 
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28 New 


Approximately 28 new plays are * 
being planned for showcasing on 
the summer theatre circuit. Among 
the productions scheduled are four 
already mentioned for Broadway 
presentation next season. And one 
play is also being put on with an 
anticipated production in London. 

The Theatre Guild has both Wil- 
liam McCleery’s “Good House- 
keeping” and Lynn Riggs’ “Out of 
the Dust” penciled in for Broad- 
way this fall. “Housekeeping” will 
tour the barns with Helen Hayes 
MacAr- 


and her daughter Mary 
thur, who are both scheduled to 
appear in the fall presentation. 


“Dust,” which the Guild hopes to 
put on as its opening bill next 
season will be tried out at the 
Westport (Conn.) Playhouse “The 
Fundamental George,” a probable 


tryout at Richard Aldrich’s Fal- 
mouth Playhouse, is slated for 
Broadway production by Theatre 


Inc. and Elliott Nugent. “Pretty 
Penny,” will also tour the barns 
with a Broadway production plan- 
ned by Leonard Field. 

The Pitchfork Playhouse, Shar- 
on, Conn., will present George Des- 
sart’s “Spring 1865,” which the 
producing firm of Bretano and | 
Strouse, in conjunction with Doris 
Cole, hope to do in England. An- 
other play, not new, but being 
tried out for Broadway production 
by William Miles, is ‘Robert’s 
Wife,” originally done in England 
in 1937. Play, written by St. John 
Ervine, will be put on at the Berk- 
shire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass., July 25. 

Theron Bamberger (ts trying out 
Elihu Winer’s “Take My Stand” 
and Morgan Wallace’s “Group of 
Ten” at his Bucks County Play- 
house, New Hope, Pa. The Litch- 
field, Conn., summer theatre plans 
three new productions, with Robert 
Waldron’s comedy, “Three Citizens 
from Heaven,” slated to be put on 
first. Lawrence Slade’s “Sodom 
Rain” will follow, and then a mod- 
ernized version of “Julius Caesar.” 
“The Proud Age,” by Stanley 
Richards, will be put on at the 
Cragsmoor (N.Y.) theatre July 26. 

A musical revue, “Come as You 
Are,” by Alfred Dumais and Rich- 
ard Towers, will be presented at 
the Camden Hills (Me.) theatre 
July 12. Duxbury (Mass.) summer 
theatre has “Hey, Holiday!,” an 
adaptation of Homer’s Odyssey 


with music by Ruth Cavin and ly- | 


rics by Al Moritz, set for the week 
of July 26. Alexandor Lidor’s 
“Springboard to Nowhere” 
scheduled for production at the 
Ocean City (N.J.) playhouse July 1. 
The Dixfield (Me.) summer theatre 
will offer Ken Parker's “There’s 
Always Murder” sometime in Au- 
gust. Penciled in at the Lakewood 
theatre, Showhegan, Me., is Parker 
Fenley’s “Spring Breaks Through.” 
The non-Equity Towers playhouse 
at Cedar Grove, N. J., will pre- 
sent “We Will Dream Again” by 
Guiseppe DiGioia, June 28. . 

Jill Miller will present 
Stein’s “Letter from Harry” as the 
last play of the season at her 
Putnam playhouse, Lake Mahopac, 
N. Y. Peggy Phillips’ “Paper 
Moon” is scheduled for production 
at the Old Town theatre, Smith- 
town Branch, L. I., June 28. Robert 
Porterfield’s Barter theatre, Abin- 
don, Va., has slated Effie Young’s 
“Third Husband” for the week of 
June 20. The Provincetown 
(Mass.) playhouse is doing Conrad 


Leon 


Aiken’s ‘Mr. Arcularis,” and the | 


John Drew theatre, Easthampton, 
L. I., will present Michael Clayton 
Hutton’s “Arrangement for 
Strings.” 

The South Shore Playhouse, Co- 

hesset, Mass., will present Murray 
Burnett's “You Only Love Once” 
week of June 27. “The Woman 
With Red Hair’ will be done at the 
White Roe Lake, Livingston Manor, 
N. Y. William Cooke’s “Counter- 
point” is set for the week of June 
15 at the Peacock Playhouse, Bos- 
ton. A new musical, “You Gotta 
Regatta,” with score and lyrics by 
Cy Coleman and Lawrence Steiner 
and book by Lesley Savage, will be 
put on at the Bellport (L. I.) sum- 
mer theatre. Holiday Stage, Tustin, 
Cal., will also offer a musical, “‘Two 
Adams for Eve,” as its opening bill 
June 27. 

There’s a possibility that New 
Hope, Pa., residents George S. 
Kaufman, Moss Hart, Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d and Justin Herman 
will pitch in with some material for 
a “Bucks County Follies,” which 


Theron Bamberger would put on at Roads thestre: Irma Reilev 2301-. 


his theatre. 


Shows Skedded for Tryouts 


In Strawhats; 4 Due on Broadway 





Added Strawhats 


The following summer theatres, 
not previously listed, will ope.ate 
this season. Equity-franchised spots 
are designated (E) and non-Equity 
(N). This brings the total number 
of strawhats to 220 so far. 

CANADA 
Simeo: Red Barn theatre; Alfred 


Mulock (E). 
COLORADO 
Estes Park: Summer theatre; 
Louis Tappe (E). 
Greeley: sittle Theatre of the 


Rockies; Helen Langworthy (N). 
Steamboat Spring: Perry Mans- 


field theatre; Charlotte Perry, 135 | 


Corona ave., Pelham, N. Y. (phone, 
Pelham 8-0025) (N). 
COKNECTICUT 

Southbury: F vryhouse, Jack 
Quinn, 23 Chureif st., New Haven, 
Conn. 

ILLINOIS 

Marengo: Shady Lake playhouse; 
Frank Bryan (N). 

Northbrook: Summer 
Brenda Forbes (EF). 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Boston: New England Mutual 
Hall; Lee H. Falk, Al Capp. (E). 

Falmouth: Tanglewood theatre: 
Arthur J. Beckhard, Mansfield, 
N. XY. (i-3 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Portsmouth: Wentworth Show- 
boat theatre; Sutton Productions, 
621 W. 169th st., N. Y. (phone, WA. 
3-2739) (N). 

Salisbury: Theatre-in-the-Round; 
Svdnee Blake, 150 E. 39th st., N. Y. 
(N). 

| Windham: Playhouse; A. Everett 


theatre; 


Austin, box 436, Sarasota, Fla. (N). | 


NEW JERSEY 
Atlantic City: Claridge theatre; 
Aria Allen (E). 
Atlantic City: Ocean Playhouse; 
Robert S. Courtney (E). 
Cedar Grove: Towers Playhouse; 
William Fiosola (N). 


Clinton: Music Hall theatre; 
Eddie Rich (FE). 

Lambertville: Music Circus; St. 
John Terrell (BE). 

Montclair: Summer theatre; Al 
Rosen. 

Ocean City: Playhouse; Laura 
Walker, 310 E. 15th st., N. Y. 


(phone, GR. 3-7122) (E). 
Spring Lake: 
. J. Powers, 1508 Central ave., 
Union, N. J. (E). 


Newark: Opera House; Charles | 


Miller, Arthur Anker. 
NEW YORK 


Fishkill: Cecilwood theatre; 
Joseph Stevens (E). 
Forrestburg: Summer theatre; 


iS Modern Play Productions, 133 Mac- 


Dougal st.. N. Y. (N). 

| Hopewell Junction: Hilltop the- 
atre: Jerry Solars, 2704 Kings- 
bridge Terrace, Bx., N. Y. (phone, 
| KI. 6-4609) (N). 

| Hudson: Hendrick Hudson the- 
atre: Otto Simetti, Billy Rollo. 

Ithaca: Finger Lakes Drama Fes- 
tival: Rav Henley (E). 

Lake Placid: Drama _ Festival; 
Irwin Piscator. New School Drama 
Workshop, 247 W. 48th st., N. Y. 

Middletown: Stratton theatre; 
Sam Sernisky, Wm. Harmon (E). 


Nyack: Rockland Summer Plays; | 


(EF). 
Riverhead, L. I.: Summer the- 
atre: George and Ann Lewis (E). 
Schroon Lake: Summer theatre: 
Richard O’Connell, Charles Wallis. 


PENNSYLVAWIA 

Beachlake: Cosmopolitan Club 
theatre; Ilse Stanley. 

Deer Lake: Summer 
Jack Linder (E). 

Frie: Playhouse: Newell Tarrant, 
128 W. 7th st., Erie. Pa. 

Irwin: Colonial Manor playhouse; 
Clav Flagg (E). 


theatre: 


Lakewood: Summer _ theatre; 
John Kenley (E). 
Mountainhome: Pocono  Play- 


house: Kowena B. Stevens (F). 

Pittsburvh: White Barn; 
Low. Clay Flagg (E). 

Shawnee on the Delaware: Hayne 
Plovers: Helen Havne. 

West Readins: Green Hills the- 
atre; Wm. C. Cragen. 305 Summit 
ave., West Reading, Pa. (FE). 

RHODE ISLAND 

Tiverton: New Yorkers Summer 
theatre; Alan Lee 4216 N. Sacra- 
mento, Chicago, Il. (N). 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Hermosa: Black Hills Playhouse: 
Warren Lee (N). 
VERMONT 
Lyndonville; Manor Vail 
house; Gordon Keith, 105 E. 15th 
st.. N. Y. (phone. CH. 3-8092) (N) 
Putney: Summer theatre: Bev- 
erly White. 101 High st.. Middle- 
town, Conn. (N). 
VIRGINIA 
Boilev’s Cross Roads: 


Carl 


Plav- 


Cross 


40 st., N. W. Wash., D. C. (N). 


Summer theatre; | 


Five for Philly 


Philadelphia, May 31. 
The Theatre Guild and its asso- 
ciate American Theatre Society an- 
nounce five plays for next season 


Midwest Strawhats Getting Hypo: 
Pennsylvania Haylofts Map Plans 





in the annual advance listing 
mailed out this week to the more | 
than 11,000 subscribers in the 
Philadelphia area. 
, 
Plays announced for Guild pre- | 
sentstion during 1949-50, include 
the musical version of “The Pur- 
suit of Happiness;”’ Katharine Hep- 
burn in “As You Like It;” Jose 
Ferrer in “The Silver Whistle;” 
“The Madwoman of Chaillot’ and 
Lillian Hellman’s translation of 
“Montserrat,” to star Emlyn Wil- 
liams. 


Free-Admish 





Cedar Grove, N. J., May 31. 

Free-admission policy will be 
put into effect when William Fio- 
sola’s converted Four Towers 
nightclub tees off as the non- 
Equity Towers Playhouse June 28. 
‘Majority of the cast has been 
garnered from the Theatre Show- 
case, which produced nine plays 
last season at Frank Dailey’s near- 
by Meadowbrook. Air-cooled 800- 
|seater will offer 10 weeks of stock 
running from ‘Tuesday through 
Sunday with a Sunday matinee. 
Harold Lawrence will direct; John 
Martucci is managing director. 

A tryout of Guiseppe DiGioia’s 
“We Will Dream Again’ will be 
the opening bill. Plays to follow 
are “John Loves Mary,” ‘Personal 
Appearance,” “Claudia” and “A 
Slight Case of Murder.” 











ELT Productions 


| 
|'a setup would be in line with the 
| proposal made by Equity itself at 

















Continued from page 57 


the state-of-the-theatre conference 
last March at the Astor hotel, 
iN. Y. At that time Aline Mac- 


Mahon, representing the ELT com- 
|mittee, suggested that something 
along the lines of ELT be worked 
,out to provide employment for 
| actors. 

Move of the Maryland theatre to 
| get ELT productions is one of vari- 
;ous efforts it has made to get 
|regular bookings. Since dropping a 


| 


/racial segregation policy recently 


‘during the run of “Anna Lucasta” | 


|it has been unable to get other 
touring productions. The regular 
UBO house in Baltimore is Ford’s. 
| However, because the latter house 
_Tetains a jim crow policy, efforts 
have been made to enlist the help 
|of Equity and the Dramatists Guild 
|to get shows for the Maryland. 
ranging for ELT bookings for the 
house or instructions to actors to 
seek individual contractual right 
not to play Ford’s, will be consid- 
ered at the union’s annual mem- 
bership meeting Friday (3) at the 
'Astor hotel, N.Y. However, 
there's little prospect of immediate 
action by the Dramatists Guild, 
which is involved in serious legal 
difficulties because of the recent 
‘nullification of its minimum basic 
agreement. 











Less Time 


_— Continued from page 57 saa 








weeks played during the particular 
season were included. For in- 
stance, ‘“‘Mister Roberts” and 


“Streetcar Named Desire” played 
| only part of a season during 1947- 
48, but each played 52 weeks dur- 
,ing 1948-49.) 

Thus, while the gross this season 
was an infinitessimal fraction high- 
/er than last, the number of playing 
| weeks dropped more than 7%. 
Figured another way, the average 
_ weekly gross for all shows last sea- 
/son was nearly $21,756, compared 
to an average of over $23,477 
‘this season. 


| Since this increase in the aver- 
‘age gross was due to the lower 
total of weeks played by all shows, 
it actually indicates roughly the 
difference in operating costs be- 
tween 1947-1948 and 1948-49. Thus, 
while the total revenue remained 
approximately the same over the 
two seasons, the higher cost of op- 
eration actually 
j}and cut the volume of business. 


Strawhatter. 


| Possible Equity action, either ar- 


reduced profits | 


Chicago, May 31. 

Midwest strawhat activity is get- 
ting hypoed interest. 

Tenthouse, Highland Park, IIl., 
is shelling out over $15,000 for its 
16-week season opening tonight 
(31). The Equity company has 
Donald Curtis as lead for the sea- 
son. Capacity runs between 400 
and 500 seats. Lineup for the sea- 
son is “Skylark” as opener, “Made 
In Heaven,” “Jason,” “John Loves 
Mary,” “Pygmalion,” “Years Ago,” 
“Royal Family,” “Midsummer’s 
Night Dream,” “Tonight at 8:30,” 
“The Heiress,” 


“The Male Animal,” and “The Cir- 
cle.” Michael Ferrall is directing 
again, with H. M. Rogers on the 
production end. 

Shady Lane Playhouse, Marengo, 
'Tll., starts its ninth season with 11 
plays skedded. Seating capacity is 
353. Producer Frank Bryan has 
lined up Nat Burns for direction, 
with Dorothy LaVern, Karl Way, 
Earl Diskin, Wyley Hancock and 
Lois Kimbrell in the leads. Opener 
is “June Moon.” 


Dairyland Players, Lake Geneva, | 


Wisc., get under way July 1, with 
“Apple of His Eye,” “My Sister 
Fileen,” “Potash and Perlmutter,” 
“Angel Street” and “I Like It 
Here” in the offing. Open air audi- 
torium seats 364. A part of Hotel 
Luzern, theatre enters its third 
season with Edward Meekin as di- 
rector. 
Center 
Mich., 


’49, East Jordan, 
“Hay Fever,” 


Stage 
will present 


“Angel Street,” “The Imaginary In- | 


valid,” “Parlor Story,” “My Sister 
Eileen,” “You Touched Me,” “The 
Philadelphia Story,” “The Winslow 
Boy,” “Importance of Being Er- 
nest” and “Guest in the House.” 
Theatre seats 785. Director-man- 
agers Marilyn Lief and Bernice Lo- 
ren will have 12 resident actors, 
with productions minus guest stars. 





Big Pa. Season 
Easton, Pa., May 31. 

This section appears set for a 
strawhat season. In addition to old 
strawhats, new ones are springing 
up. 
Newest venture is at Coopers- 
burg, near here, where the Robert 
Blakeslees plan to operate in the 
Town Hall. They are organizing a 
company of 10 and will cast soon. 
Their son, Raymond, a student at 
Yale, will assist them. 

Deer Lake strawhat, taken over 
by Manny Davis and Jack Linder, 
is being renovated for June 10 
debut with ‘‘The Heiress.” 


Don M. Dickinson, director of | 


the Hayloft, announced ‘The But- 
ter and Egg Man” as the opener on 
June 20. 

Theron Bamberger will open his 
/Bucks County Playhouse at New 
Hope on June 3 with Kay Francis 
|in “Let Us Be Gay.” 


H. Gordon will stage his produc- | 


tions. For the opening night of 
the first 10 plays tickets will be 
available at 20° reduction. 

Word is awaited from Pocofio 
strawhat on opening, also that at 
Jutland. 





Bergner in ‘Amphitryon’ 


. Boston, May 31. 

Elisabeth Bergner stars in “Am- 
phitryon 38” at the Falmouth 
| Playhouse the week of July 18. 
This brings to four the top star 
attractions at Richard Aldrich’s 
Cape Cod strawhatter in a season 
that finds plenty of silo circuiters 
|seraping the bottom of the barrel 

| for name attractions. 

Cohasset, for instance, has only 
been able to locate three for its 10- 
week season, and other straw- 
hatters in New England are hav- 
ing plenty of similar trouble, with 
managers scouring N. Y. booking 
offices looking for star package 
shows. Others set for Falmouth 
are Tallulah Bankhead in “Private 
Lives,” Sir Cedric Hardwicke in 
‘The Winslow Boy” and Helen 
Hayes in “Good Housekeeping.” 

Meantime, Wellesley is set to 
open July 12 with Sylvia Sidney 
starring in Shaw’s “Pygmalion,” 
staged by Eldon Winkler. 





Brown Leases Tivoli, Northport 

Murray Brown, playwright and 
managing director of Capitol 
Group Players, has leased the 
Tivoli theatre, Bast Northport, L. 
I., for a 12 weeks’ season of sum- 
mer stock. He’ll tee June 28 with 
a revival of Al White’s “Hired 
Husbands,” directed by the author, 
who, incidentally, will direct the 
other bills. 
Brown had formerly directed 
‘the Group's productions, but will 


“Belvedere,” “Night | 
Must Fall,” “For Love or Money,” | 


Eddie Rich, of Clinton’s Music | 
theatre, has announced that Robert | 


bench himself from directin 
handle exec details for production, 
| and house operation. 





| Starlight 16th Season 
Poughkeepsie, May 31. 

Starlight theatre, Pawling, reopens 
June 21, for its 16th season. The 12- 
week season includes a resident 
;company of Dorothy Harrington 
| William Weyse, Crickett Skilling 
}and Michael Sonino. Isobel Rose 
Jones is the director; Russell Wil- 
cox in charge of settings. 





Harrisburg’s 10-Week Season 
Harrisburg, Pa., May 31. 

Pennsylvania will have another 
new summer theatre when the 
Allenberry Playhouse, newly-con- 
| structed at the Allenberry hotel, 
near Boiling Springs on State 
Route 174, opens a 10-week season 
on July 2. 

The Allenberry Players will be 
directed by Richard North Gage, 
The producer is Charles A. B, 
Heinze, sets will be done by Mrs. 
Marjorie Green Brubaker, 

It’s an Equity group. 





8-Weeker in’ Newman, Ga. 
Newman, Ga., May 31. 

Professional stock company 
known as Three Theatres has 
opened eight-week season here. 
Performances are given in Dun- 
away Gardens Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights. 

Mrs. Josephine E. Holmes is pro- 
ducer. Associated with her is 
group of six professionals headed 
by Keith Lundy. 





Strawhat Jottings 
The Harold Rome-Jerome Cho- 
dorov revue, “Pretty Penny,” and 
Elihu Winer’s ‘I'll Take My 
Stand” set for tryouts at the Bucks 
County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., 
the weeks of June 20 and 27, re- 


spectively . Center Stage, 
East Jordan, Mich., tees off 
a 10-week season June 28 with 
“Hay Fever” “For Love or 


Money” begins a 10-week season at 
the Surry (Me.) playhouse... 
The Brattleboro (Vt.) summer 
theatre company will give Mon- 
day and Tuesday evning per- 
formances at nearby Greenfield 
'...“Third Husband,” Effie Young’s 
new comedy, will be the initial bill 
at the Barter theatre, Abingdon, 
Va., opening June 20. 

| Watkins Glen (N. Y.) commences 
nine-week season July 4... “You 
Only Love Twice,” starring Vicki 
Cummings, inaugurates season at 
'South Shore Playhouse, Cohasset, 
Mass., June 27... Ann Harding 
‘in “Yes. My Darling Daughter” 
will be the opening attraction at 
‘the Lakewood (Pa.) theatre, June 
14. “Burlesque,” with Bert Lahr, 
\is set for the following week ... 
'A 10-week barn tour of “On Bor- 
rowed Time,” with Guy Kibbee, 
will be launched at the Greenwood 
Garden Playhouse, Peaks Island, 
Me., June 20. Other dates set are 


‘the Litchfield (Conn.) summer 
theatre, June 27, and the Spa 
theatre. Saratoga Springs, July 4. 


Tryout of a new musical com- 
edy, “Hey, Holiday!”, based on 
Homer’s Odyssey with music by 
Ruth Gavin and _ lyrics by 
‘Moritz, will be tried out for two 
weeks at the Duxbury (Mass.) 
Playhouse beginning July 26. 
Francis Watkins will have the 
lead . . . Opening bill at the Mer- 
rimack Valley Drama Festival, St. 
Paul’s School, Concord, N. H., will 
be George M. Cohan’s “Pigeons 
and People.” Recently formed 
group is non-Equity at present, 
but plans for an Equity franchise 
and a guest-star policy are being 
worked out... Alfred Dumais’ and 
Richard Cutts’ new revue, “Come 
As You Are,” will be the opening 
bill at the Camden Hills (Me.) 
theatre opening July 12... Can- 
dida” will probably open the Bar 
Harbor (Me.) season starting July 
4 for nine weeks. Theatre sta 
includes Henry R. Bluestone, get- 
eral manager; Ulrich Haupt, Jr., 
stage director; Don Swinney, de- 
signer, and Ted Leavitt, managing 
‘director . . . Paul Lukas tees 0 
‘the Famous Artists Country Play- 
‘house, Fayettville, N. Y., in “The 
| Play’s the Thing” July 4... "ae 
|sonal Appearance” will begin 3 
season at the Riverhead (L. he 
Summer Theatre June 27... T 
|Duke’s Oak — summer - theats®. 
‘Cooperstown, N. Y., begins a che 
‘week season June 30 undel on 
direction of Randolph a a 
‘ville . . . The Surry (Me) yor 
house gets under way June 27 wit’ 
“ec 9? A yid 
| For Love or Money. 





dish summer theatre is operate 
at the Shady Nook Country folk 
Loch Sheldrake, N. Y. Yiddish sea 
operetta, ‘““Mashka,” began the 


son Friday (27). 
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~ Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


Number of shows current 


Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 


Total gross for all current shows 
Total season’s gross so far for al 


Number of new productions so far 


This Last 

Season Season 

xe Na aikla ‘ 23 30 
1,230 1,325 

last week $476,900 $575,000 
1 shows.. $28,840,700 $28,826,500 
Pe seat 67 67 








Conventions, Weather Help Chi BO. 
USA. 396, ‘Roberts 226, ‘Prost.’ 1246 


Chicago, May 31. 
Conventions and fair weather 
kept activity at even keel here, 
espite cast changes in “Mr. 
ferrets” and exit of “Allegro. 


kie Cooper and John Forsythe | 
rasa over for Murray Hamilton and | 


Richard Carlson in “Roberts” while 
‘Allegro’s” departure was antici- 
ated two weeks ago because of, 
slipping take after Theatre Guild's 
first three weeks of subscriptions. 

“Inside USA” is climbing stead- 
ly, ditto for “Respectful Prosti- 
ute” via word-of-mouth advertis- 
ing. “Present Laughter’ was 
ushed into Blackstone theatre for 
iremorial Day opener. Present 
outlay hopes to hang on until ‘Kiss 
Me Kate” and “Death of a Sales- 

an,” both skedded for September, 
ypos scene. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Allegro,” Great Northern (6th 
wk) (1,500; $4.94). Final week 
dropped to $20,700. . 

“Inside USA,” Shubert (2nd 
wk) (2,100; $4.94). Bounced up to 
$39,000. 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (37th 
wk) (1,334; $4.33). Conventions 
helped. Still excellent $22,000. 

“Present Laughter,” Blackstone 
(1,358; $3.80). Opened Decoration 


pay (30) with Edward Everett 
orton. 
“Respectful Prostitute” and 


“Hope Is a Thing with Feathers,” 
Harris (2d wk) (1,000; $4.33). Upped 
over first week, to $12,500. Last 
week was actually $12,000 over 
irst eight performances, not for 
1 as quoted. 


LUNTS-LOVE’ SOCKO 
$26,500 IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, May 31. 

Socko biz was registered by Al- 
fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne in 
‘I Know My Love” at the 1,500- 
seat Metropolitan last week. Scaled 
from $4.50, house almost sold out 
throughout the eight-day engage-| 
ment, which included two mati-. 
nees, for $26.500. ~ F 

Theatre Guild_ subscriptions 
were very heavy, and the lower 
subscription price of $3.38 kept 
down gross. 


‘Okla!’ $16,300, Wilm. 


Wilmington, May 31. 
Road company of “Oklahoma!” 
ot a slim $16,300 at the Playhouse 
ere last week. Musical is at White 
Plains, N. Y., this week and ends | 








the season June 11 in Atlantic City. | 


It will probably resume its tour 
in the fall. 


15 New Shows 


Continued from page 57 




















out, casting and/or ability to ob- | 


tain needed finances, are “Out of 
the Dust,” “Pretty Penny,” “Funda- 


mental George,” Katharine Hep- | 
burn revival of “As You Like It,” | 


Guys and Dolls,” “Hanging 
Judge,” “Heaven and Earth,” 
Mother Hildebrand,” “My Darlin’ 
Aida,” “Signor Chicago,” “The In- 
hocents,” “Perfect Pattern,” musi- 
cal version of “Pursuit of Happi- 
ness” and “Thracian Horces.” 

«qthe “possibilities” include 
Play for Mary,” “Arthur,” “Billy 
Budd,” “Careless Love,” “Class Re- 
union,” “Happy Dollar,” “Howe & 
Hummell,” “Moon Calf,” Canada 


« €-Brian Aherne_ revival of 
Othello,” “People Like Us,” 
Sting on the Tail,” “The 


Daughter,” “Blue, White and Red,” 
reach of Marriage,” ‘“Cham- 
agsne for Delilah,” “Come Back, | 
ne Sheba,” “Everard,” “Hilda 
Child: Miss Mabel,” “Not for 
ea ren,’ b Now I Lay Me Down 
in sleep,” “Thank You, Just Look- 
8. and “Naked and Dead.” 
Pin are numerous other an- 
prt sy productions for the sea- 
Po ut most of them are regarded 
more remote and uncertain. 


| “45 





‘Medium’-‘Phone’ $3,300 


In Albany; Set Strawhats 
Albany, May 31. 

“The Medium” and “The 
phone,” first post stock - season 
booking by Malcolm Atterbury at 
the Playhouse, did an estimated 
| $3,300 at »2.40 top in five per- 
formances (25-28) last week. 

The Operas will tour the straw- 
hat circuit for 14 weeks, opening 


at the Newport, R. IL, theatre, 
June 27. 

Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., Chandler 
Cowless and Edith Luytens are 


producers of the Menotti works. 


FORD STILL NIPS DET: 
‘ANNIE’ EXITS TO 306 


Detroit, May 31. 

Detroit’s two legitimate theatres 
closed for the summer last week 
on a low note caused by the Ford 
| strike doldrums. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” 
Shubert-Lafayette had the best of 
it, grossing $30,000. The Cass’ 
“Present Laughter’ was able to 
drum up only $10,000. Its second 
week was cancelled. 

The final week was no indica- 
tion of the season’s biz, however. 
Both theatres reported highly 
profitable operations. 








Memorabilia 
W—_—By RALPH KETTERING—— 
Chicago. 





| 


| Cleve. (30-4); Royal Alex., Toronto | 


| Alex., 
| Mont’! (6-11). 


Tele- 


'to be used 
| The 


i 


| allotments for certain hit shows. 
‘It was pointed out that when the | 


Current Road Shows 


(May 30-June 11) 
“Allegro” — Gt. Northern, Chi. 
(30-11). 
“Blackouts of 1949”—El Capitan, 
L. A. (30-11). 
“Born Yesterday” — Colonial, 
Bost. (30-11). 


“Brigadoon’’—Aud., Denver (80- | 


4); Philharmonic, L. A. (6-11). 
“Finian’s Rainbow’ —Hanna, 


(6-11). 
“Harvey” (Fay Co.) — Curran, 
Frisco (30-4); Biltmore, L. A. (6-11). 
“High Button Shoes’ — Royal 
Toronto (30-4); Majesty’s, 


“I Know My Love” — Davidson, 
Mil. (1-11). 

“Inside U. S. A.”—Shubert, Chi. 
(30-11). 

“Mar. 


Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi, 


(30-11). 
“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Cen- 
tre, White Plains, N. Y. (30-4): 


Warner, Atl. City (6-11). 

“Present Laughter”—Blackstone, 
Chi. (30-11). 

“Respectful Prostitute’—Harris, 
Chi. (30-11). 

“Streetcar Named Desire’—Ly- 
ceum, Mpls. (30-4): KRNT, Des 
Moines (6-7); Music Hall, K. C. (8- 
ER): 











American Express 


Continued from page 57 ———e 








was dropped several years ago after 
a fund of $17,000 was accumulated 
in policing the code. 
producers emphasized that 
broker operations would be closely 
watched hereafter, with ticket al- 
lotments determined accordingly. 
Pointing out that they consider 
the brokers an essential part of the- 


| atre, with a responsibility to main- 


'tain standards, the producers in- 
at the P : 


vited the ticket men to be free with 
any complaints or _ suggestions. 


' They promised to give sympathetic 


consideration to any such beefs or | 


| proposed reforms, including coop- | 


eration in seeking an increase in| 


ithe present legal limit of 75c on | 
| agency ticket sales, provided such 
| a move appears justified. 


One admittedly warranted gripe | 

the brokers was against the 
practice of setting “open weeks” | 
during which there are no agency | 


DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN— | “open weeks” for several shows co- | 


Sam Weller started press agent- 
ing Walter Hampden in “Cyrano de 
Bergerac” (1924), and is still es- 
tablishing long-run pressagenting 
records after six years with “Okla- 


(| homa!”’. 
Eugenie Leontovich, Philip Hus- | 


ton and Tyrone Power (Jr.) revived 


\‘*Romance” for six weeks (1935). 


Fay Templeton first starred in 
Minutes From _ Broadway” 
(1905) and last starred in “Ro- 
berta” (1935). 

Harry G. Sommers (New Amster- 


'dam) was treasurer of McVicker’s 


theatre, Chicago (1900). 
Irving Berlin wrote music and 
lyrics for his first full-sized musi- 


cal, “Watch Your Step” (1914). | 
Luders | 


Frank Pixley and Gus 
wrote book and music for “The 
Burgomaster,”’ in which Gus Wein- 
berg starred (1900). 

W. K. Ziegfeld (Flo’s brother) 
opened a Ziegfeld theatre (now the 
|Blum Bldg.), Chicago (1910). 

Joe E. Howard wrote his first 


,' full score for a musical called “The 


Belle of Newport” (1903). 

| Ivan L. Davis wrote the music 
‘for ‘“McFadden’s Row of Flats” to 
la poor book by a guy named Ket- 
tering (1903). 

Louis Lurie (San Francisco) and 
this writer sold newspapers in Chi- 
‘cago, and his brother George 
wrapped his legs in paper to keep 
him warm (1900). 


‘Shoes’ 2014G in Split 
Rochester, May 31. 
Touring company of “High But- 
ton Shoes,” starring Eddie Foy, Jr., 
limped through to a $20,500 gross 
last week in stands at the Empire, 





Syracuse, and the Auditorium 
here. 
Musical closes this Saturday 


_ standards 


| land 


' Saul 


| ward), 


| 


night in Toronto and lays off until | 


Aug. 15, 
Angeles. 





‘Streetcar’ 22G in Split 
St. Paul, May 31. 
“Streetcar Named Desire” col- 
lected a total gross of $22,000 last 
week in two stands at the Wiscon- 
sin U. theatre, Madison, and the 
local Auditorium. 


when @t reopens in Los | 


| 
| at 


| 


Eneagement in Madison turned | 


into a triumphal 
Uta Hagen. femme 
Tennessee Williams drama. She’s 


| a local gal who made good. 


celebration for | 
lead of the wood-Irving Berlin-Moss Hart. 


_incide it inconveniences the public | 
|}and is a hardship on the brokers. 


' theatre parties. 


Both the producers and brokers | ¢4 80). 
condemned the payment of “ice” Feb. 26, when Mae West broke her | 
‘to boxoffice men, and both groups | ankle; 
_pledged themselves to do every- eral times, now set for tonight 
to eliminate the | (Wed.). 


thing possible | 
practice. The brokers promised to | 


' take immediate steps to form their 


maintain 
When | 


to 
field. 


organization 
in the 


own 





‘Girls’ $38,400, 


General conditions on Broadway 


| were a trifle better last week, with 


| Alexander as 


returns uneven on _ individual 
shows. Except for the top hits, 
which invariably mop up solidly, 
attendance early in the week 
topped that for the corresponding 
nights the previous week, but there 
was a sag the ensuing nights. and 
the out-of-town trade failed to 
make up the slack on the weekend 

There were five closings Satur- 
day night (28), with one and possi- 
bly more slated to fold next Satur- 
day (4). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic fiqures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20% amusement tax 
However, evimates are net; ie., 


|exclusive of tax. 


“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 
(20th wk) (R-1,472: $6). Betty and 
Jane Kean replace Nancy Walker 
and Carol Bruce tonight (Wed.): 
skidded again; about $17,000. 

“Anne of the Thousand Days.” 
Shubert (25th wk) (R-1,378: $4.80) 
Last four weeks before shuttering 
for the summer; about $21,200 

“As the Girls Go.” Winter Gar- 


den (28th wk) (M-1,519: $7.20). 
Dropped to $38,400, still plenty 
profitable. 


“At War with the Army,” Booth 
(13th wk) (C-712; $4.80). Inched 
up again and is getting by; nearly 
$9,000. 

“Big Knife.” National (14th wk) 
(D-1,172; $4.80). Twofers provided 
only for a brief boxoffice stimulus, 
with the last three weeks wiping 
out previous operating profits; 
closed Saturday night (28) after 
109 performances; around $11,000 
for the finale. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (173d 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Has eased off 
the last few weeks, but the operat- 


|ing nut has been pared to an abso- 


lute minimum, and the manage- 
ment hopes to keep the longrun 
comedy on through the summer; 
Jan Sterling and King Calder suc- 
ceeded Judy Holliday and John 
leads; $9,500 last 
week. 

‘Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(16th wk) (D-931; $4.80). As usual, 


| the standee limit all performances; 


|The producers agreed to stagger | $24.400. 
‘open weeks, but turned down a| “Detective Story,” Hudson (10th 
'plea by the brokers to eliminate WK) (D-1,057; $4.80). Topping, 


capacity every week; $22,900. 
“Diamond Lil,” Coronet (C-1,004; | 
Has been laying off since | 


reopening postponed sev- 


“Goodbye, My Fancy.” Fulton 
(27th wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Made- 
leine Carroll leaves for vacation 
after two more weeks, with Ruth 
Hussev substituting for the sum- 


formed, this group will meet again mer: $16,800. 


| with representatives of the CTP} 
| and League. 


“Hich Button Shoes” Broadway 
(86th wk) (M-1,900; $3). Lowered 


Present at last Friday's (27) con- scale hasn’t yet helped; $22,600. 


fab at the League office were Brock 
Pemberton, League president; Le- 
Hayward, CTP chairman; 
Richard Rodgers, George Abbott, 
Herman Bernstein (as spokesman 


“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Center 
(1st wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). New edi- 
tion of the perennial skating show 
opened Thursday night (26) to a 
fine press; regular schedule is nine 
performances weekly, but revue is 


for Cullman) and representatives playing 11 times this week; first 
of McBride’s, Leblang’s, Joey Gold, four performances through Satur- 


Newman’s, Broadway, 


Subber’s, Beckhardt’s 


Mackey agencies. | 


Meanwhile, 


men are ticket distribution (Hay- | 


production costs 


accounting practices (Herman 
Shumlin), finances (Kermit Bloom- 


| seven subcommittees to deal with | 
| different projects on its agenda for 


reforming and revitalizing legit. |; tron ace into the 1949-50 
|The subcommittees and their chair- | on Me ai pa len se $28,000. 


(Kurt | wk) 
| Weill), increasing road production sequel closing Saturday night (4) 
|(Lawrence Langner), standardizing after 262 performances; due to tour 


a day night (28) drew $19,000. 
and | 


“Kiss Me, Kate,’ Century (22d 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Another week 


the CTP has set Of standees all times; $47,100. 


“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (24th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). One of the 
season’s musical smashes maintain- 


“Life with Mother,” Empire (32d 
(C-1,082; $4.80). Day family 


in the fall with Dorothy Stickney 
and Howard Lindsay in the leads; 


garden), opening and keeping open about $10,000. 


out-of-town theatres (Richard Ald- 
rich), membership (Alfred deLi- 
agre, Jr.) and publicity (Rodgers). 


‘Born’ 856, Boston 


Boston, May 31. 





Still only one entry all along the folded for keeps 


“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belasco 
(21st wk) (C-1,077: $4.80). Due to 
recess June 25 for the summer; 


almost $19,000. 


| 


“Man and Superman,” City Cen- 
ter (2d wk) (C-3,025; $3). Maurice 
Evans return engagement in the 
Shaw revival was a b.o. click; 
Saturday (28); 


Hub’s rialto, with no bookings in second and firal week registered 
| sight for June. 


“Born Yesterday,” at $1.80 top 

the 1,500-seat Colonial, 
about $8,500, not so hot, on the 
third week in town. Should stay 
three or four more anyway. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Miss Liberty’ — Robert Sher- 


“Pretty Penny” (Strawhat)— 


| Leonard Field . 


took wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). 


$27,500. ‘ 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (67th 
Still churn- 
ing out capacity-plus_ grosses; 
almost $34,000. 

“Mr. Adam,” Royale (Ist wk) 
(C-1.025; $4.80). Jack Kirkland 
production premiered Wednesday 
night (25) to murderous notices; 
folded Saturday (28) after five per- 
formances; meagre $4,000, includ- 
ing the opening. 

“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (27th 
| wk) (C-920; $4.80). Theatre Guild 


Bway Uneven, But Slightly Better: 
Ferrer Closes at 166, ‘Anne’ $21;200, 


Bolger Hot $37,600 


click closed Saturday (28) because 
Jose Ferrer has a picture commit- 
ment; slated to reopen in the fall 
with Ferrer or a_replacement: 
played 216 performances; final 
week chalked up $16,000. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (8th 
wk) (M-1.659; $6). Not even Ezio 
Pinza’s absence from the cast for 
several performances last week 
hurt the standee-limit trade; $50,- 
600 again. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
ryvmore (78th wk) (C-920; $4.80), 
Uta Hagen, Ralph Meeker and Car- 
melita Pope take over the leads 
tonight (Wed.) from the originals, 
Jessica Tandy, Marlon Brando and 
Kim Hunter; last week got a fine 
$20,400. 

“The Traitor,” 48th St. (9th wk) 
(D-917; $4.80). Nothing succeeded 
in arousing public interest in this 
Jed Harris meller presentation; 
closed Saturday (28) after 27 per- 
formances; $8,000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (13th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.80). Has been 
skirting the edges lately with the 
help of twofers; about $10,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
33d wk) (M-1,509; $6). Keeps on 
approximating capacity trade: an- 
other potent $37,600. 


OPTIONAL CONTRACT 
FORM FOR DRAMATISTS 


Instead of trying to continue op- 
eration under its old minimum 
basic contract, pending appeal to 
the higher courts, the Dramatists 
Guild will issue a recommended 
form contract for the optional use 
by its members. That was decided 
yesterday (Tues.) by the organiza- 
tion’s council. Actual wording of 
the suggested deal hasn’t been 
agreed upon. 

The Guild is expected to appeal 
the recent court ruling nullifying 
the old pact. Meanwhile, terms of 
existing individual contracts be- 
tween authors and producers will 
probably be unchanged, except for 
the elimination of provisions for 
Guild enforcement. 


Met Opera Sock 216 
In Des Moines 1-Niter 


Des Moines, May 31. 

The one-night stand of the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Co. in Des Moines 
at the KRNT Radio Theatre,” 
grossed an estimated $21,000, one 
of the best engagements of the 
company’s cross-country tour. 
Show had a top of $9.76, including 
tax. 











Fay-‘Harvey’ Husky 
$22,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, May 31. 

Frank Fay chalked up another 
fine week, his second, with “Har- 
vey,” now at the Curran (1,776; 
$3.60), grossing a husky $22,000. 

“Harvey” leaves Sat. (4), with 
Spike Jones set to follow (6) with 
his “Musical Depreciation Revue.” 
Latter originally preemed here 
over two years ago. 

On Tuesday (7) “Cabalgata,” 
Spanish revue, opens at the 1,550- 
seat Geary, which is now dark, 
Show will have a $3.60 top. 





Jennerstown Begins 


Pittsburgh, May 31. 

Oldest strawhat in this district, 
Mountain Playhouse at Jenners- 
town, Pa., will open the season 
Saturday (4) with the English 
farce, “See How She Runs,” while 
the newest one, White Barn thea- 
tre, near Irwin, which will be go- 
ing into its second year, lifts the 
lid two weeks later. At latter spot, 
co-producers Clay Flagg and Carl 
Low hope to get Moss Hart’s 
“Light Up the Sky” for their in- 
augural but they haven't cleared 
the rights yet. 

Plays already lined up at White 
Barn include “The Heiress,” “John 
Loves Mary,” “The Winslow Boy, 
“Strange Bedfellows,” “Roo 
Service.” “O Mistress Mine” an 
“Accent On Youth.” 





Bettis Quits ‘USA’ 
Chicago, May 31. 
Valerie Bettis, dancer, leaves 
“Inside U.S.A.”, now at Shubert 
theatre, this week, Olga Lunick, 
her understudy, replacing. 
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Plays Abroad 


Ann Veronica 
London, May 21. 


Jack Hylton presentation of drama in 
two acts by Ronald Gow, adapted from 
novel by H. G. Wells. Directed by Peter 
Ashmore. At Piccadilly, London, May 20, 
"49 


Wendy Hiller 
A ee Henry Hewitt 
. Christine” Siiver 
Cyril Ritchard 
pipaeaate Robert Harris 
errr cy Joan Benham 
Deering Wells 
Barbara Cavan 
George Haves 
Agnes Lauchlan 
Doris Rogers 


Ann Veronica Stanley.... 
Mr. Stanley 
Miss Stanley : 
Hubert Manning......-.. 
Mr. Capes 
Honoria Widgett 
Mr. Widgett 

Mrs. Widgett 

Mr. Ramage 
Lady Palsworthy 


“20 
cas Richard W ordsworth 
Gossett Elizabeth Thorndike 





This is an adaptation of H. G 
Wells’ novel with involved transl- 
tory cameo sets. Story is told in 
flashback by the heroine, retailing 
the events from her break from a 
tyrannous home; her plunge into 
the suffragette movement; subse- 
quent imprisonment, engagement, 
marriage and impending mother- 
hood. Kaleidoscopic treatment of 
passage of time, and modern trend | 
of recurring changeover of period, | 
tend to break the dramatic thread. 
As a means of cramming in as 
much of the book, and as many of 
the characters; as possible, it is 
effective and may satisfy the nov- 
elist’s admirers from this angle. To 
traditional drama lovers the tech- 
nique .tay prove irritating. 

Wendy Hiller is a graceful, hu- 
man “new woman,” combining 
pathos and grim determination in 
her struggle for emancipation, con- 
trol of her wayward emotions and 
final flinging of her bonnet over the 
windmill. 

Robert Harris gives all the right 
reactions as a married science pro- 
fessor reluctantly responding to the 
avowed ardor of his young pupil. 
Henry Hewitt is duly effective as a 
stern parent; Christine Silver is 
gracious and understanding as an 
old aunt, and Cyril Ritchard almost 
steals the evening’s honors with a 
delightful depiction of a young 
man-about-town philosophically ac- 
cepting his fiancee’s walkout on the 
eve of marriage. Supporting artists 
are carefully selected and the gen- 
eral smoothness is a tribute to di- 
rector Peter Ashmore. Clem. 


Sauce Tartare 
London, May 19. 


Cecil Landeau production of new revue 
in two acts (27 scenes). Lyrics by Geoffrey 
Parsons; music by Berkeley Fase; sketches 
by Matt Brooks, Ronald Frankeau: addi- 
tional music and lyrics by Harold Purcell, 


Harry Parr Davies, Agustin Lara, Lang- 
ston Hughes, Weston Parsons, Allan Gray, 


Margarita Leecuona, M. Lara, Hubert 
Gregg. Stars Renee Houston, Claude Hul- 


bert, Ronald Frankau, Jack Melford, Zoe 
Gail, Muriel Smith; with Marlana, Patri- 
cia Dare, Nina Tarakanova, Chris Grain- 


er, Peter Glover, Terence T*-obald, 
harlotte Bidmead, Jean Bayless, David 
Keller, Enid Smeedon, Jan Mazarus, Sara 
a At Cambridge, London, May 18, 


Sumptuous costumes and _ set- 
tings make “Sauce Tartare,” Cecil 
Landeau’s first postwar production, 
a satisfying, eye-filling spectacle. 
Taken as a whole, it is also a 
bright, vivacious entertainment, 
although, as in most revues, there 
are occasional dull spots. But the 
overall effect is one of gaiety and 
splendor. ; 

In the 27 items that make up the 
revue, Landeau effectively blends 
comedy, burlesque and music with 
an occasional dance spectacle of 
exceptional quality and intensity. 
Nevertheless, the emphasis is al- 
Ways on the comedy angle, and 
well chosen lyrics and brilliantly 
conceived sketches help in this di- 
rection. 

While many of the items are in 
true revue tradition, from time to 
time there is a complete break with 
the accepted formula. Case in point 
is the sketch entitled “The Psy- 
chiatrist,””’ which was conceived by 
Landeau from a Cobean drawing 
in the New Yorker and is brilliant- 
ly executed by Renee Houston, 
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known impending doom by flip- 
pancy. William Mervyn centributes 
the most natural performance as 
Scotland Yard sleuth coming “to 
see a man about a dog.” Clem. 


— 


Nina Tarakanova and Claude Hul- 
bert. Another standout item is: a 
song, “The Real Thing,” which has 
been taken from a i . ae 
show at London’s Unity theatre. . : 
Miss Houston’s rendering of this | Peter Maney pocsens en hicected by 
song is one of the highspots of the Michael Macowan. At Strand, London. 
show. lng Dot rt Pet Reynolds 
An attractive and accomplished Seeedene Castor Ss uae Julia Braddock 
cast works together as a pleasing | Fernande Perrier.......Angela Baddeley 
combination and there is the right | Maurice ro oo iehiia” Waameale 
degree of teamwork to insure suc- 
cess of the production. Although 
major honors inevitably fall to 
Miss Houston, special credit must 
be given to Zoe Gail, whose “The 
Hick in Piceadilly” is a popular 
followup to her “Let’s Get Lit Up” 
number: Muriel Smith, the Negro 
songstress, who has several solo 
numbers entrusted to her; 
Ronald Frankau, Hulbert and Jack 
Melford, who provide most of the 
laughs, and Jan Mazurus, Marlana 
and Sara Luaita, who provide what 
might be called the classical touch 
Muyro. 


Marriage Story 
London, May 10. 





A murder drama without a mur- 
der, with a high level of suspense 
in the first two acts dissipated by 
lack of conviction in the final act, 
sums up this new play by Jacques 
Deval. High-grade acting by a 
small and select cast will help the 
show along, but indications point 
to only a moderate life. 

Central characters are Charles 
Ferrier, his wife Fernande and her 
lover Maurice Bouillet. As the play 
opens, the wife and lover are plot- 
ting to poison the husband and at 
the crucial moment the intended 
victim overhears the plan to put a 
deadly potion in his nightly cup of 
tea. Nevertheless, he drinks his 
tea, and quickly realizes the poison 
is omitted. The lover is banished 
and within a few minutes wife and 
husband are reconciled. 

Michael Macowan's direction 
achieves first class acting from the 
polished cast. Angela Baddeley and 





Two Dozen Red Roses 


London, May 26. 


Alec L. Rea, E. F. Clift -nd Roy Lim- 
bert presentation of comec$ in three acts 
by Kenneth Horne, adapted from the 
Italian of Aldo de Benedetti. Directed by 
Richard Bird. At Lyric, London, May 25, 
"49. 


..Michael Yannis 
soe ene Sally Rogers 
(LEE Michael Shepley 


Popopolos 
Rosina ; 
Tomasso Savelli.. 


arina Verani ........-. Evelyn Laye r : N84, me a 
Riherte Verna Edwin Styles Walter Fitzgerald extract every 
sian ounce from their dramatic roles 
Flimsy Italian comedy that must and John Carol is exceptionally 


well-cast as the weak-kneed lover. 
Peter Reynolds and Julia Braddock 
contribute what is virtually a pro- 


have lost a lot in translation, this 
one consists of hackneyed situa- 
tions and prolonged anti-climaxes. 
Whether Evelyn Laye, in her first 
non-singing role, will have suf- 
ficient boxoffice pull to override 
the play’s limitations is doubtful. 
It will take more than her winsome | 
maturity and fan following to com- Miss Turner’s Husband 
pensate for these deficiencies. toeten. Des % 
Restless after 20 years of placid| 1.0. Gay and Peter Dearing ay oe 
domestic felicity, a Roman wife tion of comedy in three ‘acts by Gilbert 
plans a change of environment, Wakefield. Directed by Ellen Pollock. At 
primarily to see if her charms are | St: Martin's, London, May 6, ’49. 


ra eyes _ Helen Shorton Jill Esmond 
still active enough to attract other Heary Restura 


marriage but perform their respec- 
tive parts with charm and vitality. 
Myro. 





eer Sheen! es eT eee Ronald Ward 
males. Husband retaliates by pre-| Joan Roeburn ...... ao Greta Gynt 
tending to court an unknown Gwen Barrie ane Marian Spencer 

a . aE ee : : Geoftrey Temple. ... Patrick Waddington 
beauty. $y mistake his wife 


Bill Harker 


; Derek Tansley 
Lord Oscar Benton 


receives his ardent note and floral Elwyn Brook-Jones 


accompaniment and from then on Mace Roeburn . a Margot Boyd 
she lives in a dream world, losing | © aa une Annette Bell 
her heart to this imaginary lover | a r : 

and cancelling her proposed trip. dae ae Race od - 
Husband’s breaking the truth to : jealous 0 


| wife’s fame; woman faking lover 
to arouse husband — provides only 
mildly amusing entertainment. 
Ronald Ward makes a_ breezy 
husband; Greta Gynt is attractive 
and provocative as the wife. Jill 


her, without wounding her ego, 
provides the bulk of dialog and 
action, with the inevitable recon- 
ciliation. 
Edwin — — a buoy- 
ant personality to the supporting | A : 
‘role of the husband, with Michael ery poe — nee’ self 
| Shepley, also o.k. as the “friend of | the other canes san aon te . 
the family.” Sally Rogers is a gay, | Jones gives point to wars Gee. : 
boy rege ome — hag by a bibulous peer intent ni po: He 
, Gree ichae annis as her un- {,. i : : wa 
hibited wooer. Direction of Richard —. ge Mn Piet 
cl an wee | direction makes the most of what 
| ‘ ; | = ae not a major effort from 
See ne popular British playwright, Gil- 
| A Man About a Dog bert Wakefield, Tom, 
| London, May 18. | 


| 
| Lee Ephraim and James Sherwood pre- | 


Barb 
sentation of drama in two acts (seven | ara Blomberg 


| scenes) by Alec Coppel. Directed by Reg- Zurich, May 13 
| _ Tate. At Princess, London, May 1%, nec nacuspielhaus production of drama in 
Clive Riordan, M.D Griffith Jones | Carl Zuckmayar. Bee tan geet og by 
Stormy Horde Harriette. Jonns {241 Zuckmaver. Directed by’ Oskar Wael 
i Sra Robert Shackleton Lang. At Schauspielhaus, Zurich, May iz 


es ae William Mervyn 
Aitkin ad eee Sam Lysons Barbara Blomberg... Kaethe Gold 
egel-Pyramis : Gustav Knuth 
| Francis Massi .. Wilfried Seyferth 
ape of — : ks Leonard Steckel 
meller that would have delighted Alboanee wlloinnncieteer mane vereeed 
oo - Lyceum habitues. Story is io ee ae Ulrich Hitzig 
already converted into a book and ge 5 one~ SES copold Biberti 
film, with the latter held up by sale rp emnipecninrriny “Pred” teams 
censor pending end of a current mah nen sheen eee, Elsbeth Gmuer 
murder case which it strongly re- Maddalone de ei 77: eee Gan 
sembles. Mingled boos and ap-, Marques de la Mota..... Erwin Kalser 
plause harassed film star Griffith Jester Labeo.. Herman Wlach 
Jones after an almost solu perform- | ~°'’*"‘*s en Sener 
ance of non-stop verbiage. It may | 
attract its own sensation-avid fol-- World-preem of Carl Zuck- 
lowers, but for an intelligent pub- Mayer's new play has raised mixed 
lic its appeal will be practically nil. comments here, but show is a good 
A doctor decides to cure his wife piece of playwriting and has good 
of infidelities by disposing of her U. S. chances. 
latest lover in a way that will The author of “Devil’s General” 
never be discovered—in fact, ef- has chosen for his newest vehicle 
fecting the perfect murder. The a theme from Flemish - Spanish 
victim, a young clerk from the 16th century history. Barbara 
American Embassy, is kept chained Blomberg, a lower-class German 
in obscurity, fed and watered like girl, had given birth to an illegiti- 
an animal until the hue and cry at mate child by the Emperor 
his disappearance subsides. Then, Charles V. Play starts 20 years 
having poisoned the boy, the later when Barbara’s lust for power 
avenging husband dissolves the re- is stirred after hearing that her 
mains in an acid bath. Deciding son has reached the top as popular 
first to test its efficacy, the wife’s commander in Spain. She o!,tains 
pet dog becomes the murderer’s position, power and from then on 
victim, and its reported loss to leads a life of luxury and intrigue 
Seotland Yard, plus veiled hints in Play offers several dramatic 
that quarter by the wife, lead to highlights, of which the first and 
his undoing. only meeting of mother and son is 
Dialog is stilted and verbose and one of the best. Role is surefire 
with Jones occupying the stage for any good actress. 
practically throughout, it is to his Schauspielhaus performance has 
credit that there is any plausibility been carefully prepared and is 
whatever in the character. Har- brilliantly staged by Oskar Wael- 
riette Johns has little to do but terlin. with suitable sets by Teo 
wear glamorous clothes, defy her Otto. Kaethe Gold in the titie role 
spouse and blatantly flaunt her is at her best, supported by a cast 
amours, which she does to the best of firstrate players, of whom. 
of her ahitity. Robert Shackleton is Therese Giehse, Leonard Steckel 
in turn smooth and tragic as the Leopold Biberti and Will Quad. 
lover, but mars realism of his | flieg merit special credit. Mezo. | 





This is a crudely sensational 


log and epilog on the merits of | 


Plays on Broadway = 


! . 
Howdy, Mr. Tee of 1950 song by Al Stillman 
Sonja Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz pete | loran. Most of the me 
tation of Sonart Productions, Inc.; Wirtz|Tin Pan Alley excerpts, b 
executive director and William H. Burke | windup to the fi {S, Dut the 
roduction director. Staged by Catherine | ,,, I uN rst act is a Special 
iittlefield. Features Freddie Trenkler, It Sa military extravaganza featur. 
3 Bruises, Skippy Baxter, Eileen Seigh, | ing the mixed line of 48 j ¢ - 
Harrison Thomson, The Prestons (2), Jinx | rousing formati n plenty 
Clark, Trixie, Eddie Berry, Paul Castle; : Mation work, but here 
again the inclination was to ver- 


and Alan 
lodies are 





vocals, Nola Fairbanks, Dick Craig, Fred ] 
Martell, Bill Douglas; line, 24 sls and | bosity. 
24 boys. Sets, Bruno Maine; costumes, | +1, r ie ‘ 
Grace Houston, Billy Livingston, Kath- | Like the rah-rah first-act finale 
erine Kuhn; dances, Miss Littlefield as- the reopening Sleeping Beauty” 
sisted by Dorothie Littlefield; lighting, fantasy is a holdover The f 3 
Eugene Braun; skating direction, Eugene an § fl ‘*tme A - £nen Ollow 
Braun: conductor, David Mendoza; songs, an aSSOI ment o specialties and 
Al Stillman & Alan Moran: arrangements, specialists up to the midriff “Crad] 
Paul Van Loan. Opened May 26, “49% | of Jazz.” featuring Buck Pe age 
Center theatre: $2.75 top t ith Poe D : 4 enning- 
on with Evelyn Biderman, Doris 
Ntlson and Rusty Rodgers as the 
cocottes. There are reprises of 
flappers and flippers, the Charles. 


“Howdy. Mr. Ice of 1950,” second 
edition of last season’s “Howdy Mr. 
Ice.” ice revue as presented by (ton, the boogie and the jitterbug 
Henie-Wirtz (Sonart Productions, | ging eras. The Prestons’ acro y i a 
corporate blending of the first syl- is followed by the Pipes-Brand bad. 
lables of their given names) ranks minton exhibition, with some truly 
with the best. That it is superior in | amazing shots, particularly done on 
some respects is but natural con- skates, but somehow lacking suffi- 
sidering that several of the high- | cient showmanship to achieve all 
lights of the previous edition and the effect it merits. The amateur 
certain features from the touring sportscaster-referee is but part of 
Sonja Henie show have been skill- the shortcoming of this presenta- 
fully blended into the latest edi- tion, although a zingier and glibber 
tion in the Rockefeller Center’s ice gabber could be a plus factor of no 
theatre. small calibre. Fundamentally, how- 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950” accents ever, the tennisters are their own 
that vaudeville has never been. best show. 
dead—it’s been given the switch, as, Miss Seigh and Baxter in another 
it has with radio, the niteries, etc., | specialty, the Bruises, and Freddie 
and now we find plenty of it on the | Trenkler, the added starter. pre- 
frigid arena. cede the circus finale. It’s a rous- 

The clever juggler, Trixie, long a ing if somewhat delayed curtain 
variety house standard; Sid Krofft’s | since it comes at 11:30. 
puppet act, fundamentally a vaude The technology in every depart- 
item (and, incidentally, excellent ment is ultra from the Catherine 
for video), and the Vaughn Pipes | Littleford staging and choreog- 
vs. Howard Brand exhibition of raphy to the lighting, costumes and 
badminton, only this time done on) general production. Abel. 
skates—and no cinch, incidentally 
—are likewise culled from the 
vaudfilm pattern. Unfortunately, 
the commentating attempts of t Se ee of comedy ina 
Fred Martell, one of the troupe's | Kirkland from Pat Frank's novel oy gack 
singers, as sportscaster were inept ane ¥getures James Dobson, Elisabeth 
and tended to detract. - man, ‘Emory sacasie taseed te “jack 

Show has size, scope and Spec. | Kirkland; setting, Phil Raiguel. At Roy- 
Its prime appeal is the lavishness ale, N. Y., May 25, 49; $4.80 top ($6 open- 
of the production numbers, t he pre- cory iii tastes 
cision of the 24 girls and 24 boys, mrs Brundage.......... Effie Laird 
the eye-filling pageantry, and the! Homer Adam........... _ James Dobson 
unstinting production investitures. | Steve Smith ........... "Gouna tome 
Working on a massive stage whose | Col. Phelps-Smythe ... Howard Freeman 
apron extends into what were the Sgt. Carlson John James 
normal first 12 rows, and making . a ey Ladera Ted’ Then 
good use of the side boxes for vocal | percy Klutz.............. iney aan 
ensembles and other stage _ busi- 
ness, this is an ideal family enter- 





Mr. Adam 


Elisabeth Fraser 


CU eee Maxine Semon 
| Obadiah Latch......... Oliver Blake 





tainment. It is seasonal both win- nee ne : : 

ter and summer, having psycholog-|__|Mr. Adam,” a last-minute post- 
ical hot weather appeal. But fun-| S¢ipt to the 1948-49 list of new 
|damentally it is good entertain- shows, is a lugubrious farce at- 


| tempt. And it’s another demonstra- 


ment. | 2a ; ‘ , 

Virtuosity on the runners fast | tion that vulgarity isn't a substi- 
becomes an accepted standard. | tute for wit as a boxoffice ingre- 
They dance, sing, project story- | dent. 


book pagernts and colorful ro-| Jack (“Tobacco Road”) Kirkland, 
mance on ice with the same sure-, 48 the adaptor as well as director- 
footedness as normal, so that the | producer, must take the triple rap 
auditor soon forgets that phase. | fr “Mr. Adam.” Whatever the orig- 


} 


The occasional spills one or two of {Mal Pat Frank novel may have been 
the kids did almost belong in the like, this stage version is a pain- 
script, just to remind the cus- | ful little clinker that should have 
tomers that, besides the histrionics, | bee quietly scrapped during its 
much athletic prowess goes into the 10-week tryout. ; 
sum total. | The story, still billed in the pro- 
| On the captious side, since the| ram as a satirical comedy, con- 
plus values far eclipse the general cerns a mild young husband who 
‘unfolding, is an inclination to ful- | T¢Mains the only virile male after a 
/someness and a lack of comedy. | hypothetical atom explosion. This 
Latter phase was immediately rec- | provides the basis for a gruesome 
ognized via a last-minute inclusion | Succession of tasteless jokes, most- 
of Freddie Trenkler (unbilled) for | !Y variations on the general sub- 
a socko next-to-shut spotting with | Ject of sex. ’ . 
his “bouncing” style of comedic| . To the credit of the actors, alt 
ice didoes. The Bruises (3) with this is played as if it were plausible 
their two spots are likewise much 4nd even amusing. James Dobson 
needed and welcome with their iS Properly earnest in the hectic 
comedy relief. Monty Stott, Sid title part, and Elisabeth Fraser 
Spalding and Geoffe Stevens, yclept | @0es what she can to give reality 
the Bruises, really literally mop-| to the silly role of the wife. Frank 
up with their lady mopsters hokum. | Albertson scores a small triumph 
The big specs are inclined to | by making the part of a smart- 


overlength, most notably the! aleck reporter at least agreeable, 
“Sleeping Beauty” flash in which While Howard Freeman, Emory 
the fast whirling and attractive Parnell, Ted Thorpe, Ol Blake, 
Jinx Clark and Harrison Thomson,| Maxine Semon and E.”~ Laird 


as the favored prince, are stand-| @utifully follow Kirkland’s slam- 
out. | bang direction. ; 

Skippy Baxter, Eileen Seigh, The | Perhaps’ Phil Raiguel’s inade- 
Prestons (Mickee & Paul), along Guate scenery and lighting (the 
with Miss Clark and Baxter, | /atter isn’t credited to anyone, so 
Cissy Trenholm, John Walsh, Buck | presumably he is responsible) can 
Pennington, Buster Grace, Edward be blamed on a skimpy budget. 
Berry and Jean Sturgeon are pro-| » Hobe. 
lifie and proficient performers, .(Closed Saturday night (28) 
throughout. |after five performances. ) 

The highlights are many, all good ———_—_ 


Bern's! drunk. scene. with artiur | MARYLAND THEATER 


Berry’s drunk scene, with Arthur 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Erickson straighting as the cop, 
Fully Equipped and 


could be cut a couple of minutes 
The romantic Trenholm-Walsh flash 

Available for Every Typ® 
Performance 


is very St. Valentine and eye-fetch- 
diatel 
Contact Immediately 


ing, but in light of the plenitude of 


———, 











ensuing stuff, could also be sliced 
a minute or three. Puppeteer 
Krofft next, followed by The Pres- 
tons’ specialty. Grace Sturgeon & 
Rodgers, two boys and a girl, fea- 
ture skating on elevated runners 

i.e., the stilts effect. A good spot- 
ting here called for some flash, such 
as that Trinidad calypso routine 
which was moved to the second half 
instead. In itself there was another 
specialty, this time by the fleet 
Skippy Baxter, appropriately Mer- 
cury to Jinx Clark's Pandora. A 
much needed comedy spot was pro- 
vided by The Bruises; and then the 
patriotic finale, to an OK special | 





— 














BEECHHURST, L. |., near Yacht Club 
7 EXQUISITE and UNIQUE 
Spacious rooms, 2 baths 

LARGE PLOT 
Price $80,000 FURNISHED 
Brokers Protected 
Phone: WHitehall 3-3142, N. Y. Civ 
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| ditto, having first started in Butte, 
Mont., before moving to Seattle. 


Until O. M. (Monte) Samuel's 
| Passing in 1945, the New Or- 
leans correspondent was No. 1, 








. Literati 


's Flock of New Veepees 
aCe meeting of the McCall 
held in New York last week 
resulted in the election of seven 


to its expa! 
hillips Wyman, | 
nol of the organization, be- 
came Redbook — publisher 
Otis L. Wiese, director and editor 
of McCall’s Mag, was named 
veepee and publisher. Me 
Newly - elected vice - presidents 
are Walter J. Boyle, sales and pro- 
motion manager of McCall Pat- 
terns; Edward M. Brown, assistant 
to the president; MacLean Hogg- 
gon, Redbook advertising director; 
Lowell Shumway, McCall Corp. 
circulation director; John E. Smith, 
McCall’s director, and Clayton C. 
Westland, manager of commercial 
printing division and production. 


N. Y. Post’s Accent on Youth 

Dorothy Schiff, owner-publisher 
of the N. Y. Post, has put the ac- 
cent on youth in her reorganization 
of the paper's editorial board. Trio 
ef new appointees who will pilot 
the afternoon daily include James 
Wechsler, 33, as editor; Paul Sann, 
$5, as executive editor; and Henry 
Moscow, 44, managing editor. Re- 
alignment follows in the wake of 
Ted O. Thackrey’s resignation as 
editor and co-publisher as a result 
of disagreements between himself 
and his ex-wife, who’s currently 
winding divorce proceedings in 
Reno. 

Post’s editorial statement Friday 
(27). after announcement of the 
editorial setup, declared the paper 
will continue its pro-liberal policy 
in domestic and international poli- 
tics. It’s understood, however, 
that there’ll be a slight shift away 
from the paper’s former crusading 
policv. particular!y for Zionism, in 
the direction of more cheesecake 
and crime stories. Sample of the 
trend was revealed in the page one 
yarn last week concerning an 
anonymous character who switched 
from the female to the male sex 
via surgery. 

Thackrey, meantime, claims the 
circulation of his new project, The 
Daily Compass, is at the 65,000 
level, which at 10c. per copy, is the 
break-even point. 


Wonder Books a Personal Deal 
The Wonder Books (25c. edition 
of juve stories) which Random 
House turned over to Grossett & 
Dunlap and Curtis Publishing, 
joint publishers of the 25c pocset 
size Bantam Books, is a personal 
deal made by Robert Haas, Don- 
ald Klopfer, Lewis Miller and Ben- 
nett Cerf, each of whom owned 
25% of Wonder Books, Inc. stock. 
They will receive royalties on 
every Wonder Book sold in the 
next 15 years. It’s their per- 
sonal investment away from RH. 
Random House, having a full 
schedule, made it difficult for the 
outfit to give to juve series the 
time and attention it demanded. 


Dos Passos’ Gen’! Mills Report 

General Mills, the flour and food 
manufacturer. is going in for show- 
manship in a different way. It has 
employed author John Dos Passos 
to write an “objective and human” 
report on the company and its 
employees. 

While designed primarily for em- 
ployee and stockholder consump- 
tion, the report likely will be given 
wider distribution through some 
mational publication, it’s an- 
nounced. It will be a series of 
articles giving Dos Passos’ reac- 
tions after interviewing everyone 
from board chairman to mill- 
sweepers. ‘ 


No 49 Headliners’ Frolic 

Setting precedents in three fields 
of competition, winners of 16 Head- 
liner Medals were announced Sun- 
day (29) by the National Headliners 
Club in Atlantic City. 

At the same time it became 
known that there will be no Head- 
liners frolic here this year, the first 

me one has been missed since 
1934, when they were started as a 
Means of city promotion. Differ- 
ence between the Press Club of 
Atlantic City, which sponsored the 
three-day frolic, and the city’s pub- 
licity department, which bank- 
rolled it with city cash, to the an- 
nual tune of some $6,000, is 

lamed. Hope remains that a one- 


day affair for some of the news-| 





Need for — radio corny of the 1948 Olym- 

attributed by the firm | pics. Daniel Francis Clancy, of the 
etbeors “panding activities. Previ-| Springfield, O., Sun, who won an 
veepee and | award last year, repeated this year. 


| 
i 


while | 


won a Headliner medal in 1943 for | "9m the first issue in 1905.  In- 
consistently outstanding work as a 
columnist on the Los Angeles 


Times, this year won an award for 


| who was a wealthy housewrecker 
‘in New Orleans (that “house- 
| wrecker” got him into plenty of 
| trouble), for a long time jazzed up 
| VARIETY’s bookkeeping system 
| through never cashing his space 
checks. 

| Worldwide, Erie Gorrick, in 
charge of Australia for VARIETY, 


Columbia Records got an award 
for its recorded album “I Can 


Hear It Now from his Sydney base, is the No 
Other winners included: Dan 1 vet, dating back almost to the 
Parker, New York Mirror, for con- | birth of the paper. 
sistently outstanding sports writ-| ————— 
ing; Ralph Vines, of the Dayton, O., | N. ¥. Holiday as ‘Book’ 
Daily News, for an outstanding| here's still such a strong de- 
feature column; Bruce Russell, Of | mand at the publishing office for 
the Los Angeles Times, for out-|the New York (Apia) issue of 
standing editorial cartoons; Arthur | Holiday magazine, that the editors 
J. Snider, Chicago Daily News, in| have reprinted the issue in “book” 
the “outstanding news_ story” | form. Actually magazine size, but 
classification; Charles Hoff, New| with a stiff cover and minus the 
York News photographer for best | ad pages, the “book” will be pub- 
sports action picture; Frank Jur-| lished June 1 to sell at $1. Some 


| koski, International News Photos,’ new material on Manhattan has 
|for best spot news picture showing been added. 
Mrs. Kosenkina immediately after Incidentaily, Harper Bros. will 


of one presstitute—that one of his | 


| 


| 


her sensational leap; Tom Watson, 
New York Daily News, for the best 
human interest picture; the Phil- 
adelphia Inquirer for outstanding 
public service by a newspaper in| 
its series exposing the racket in 
stocks of “dead” building and loan 
companies; Howard Handleman, of 
INS, for outstanding foreign news 
reporting. Paramount News was 
awarded the newsreel reporting 
Headliner medal for the best pic- 


publish the E. B. White piece from 
the issue, “This Is New York,” as 


Hurter’s Disney Sketchbook 

A sketchbook of 700 of Albert 
Hurter’s inspirational drawings, 
created originally for the Walt Dis- 
ney Studio, has been published by 
Simon & Schuster under title ot 
“He Drew As He Pleased” ($5). 
Hurter was with Disney from 1932 


ture story, made by cameraman till his death in 1941, creating 
Oscar Goodman, of the Ku Klux original sketches for “Snow White,” 
K ..: initiation. “Fantasia.” ‘Reluctant Dragon,” 

Other radio awards went to E]- ete. He designed the animals in 
mer Davis of ABC: Robert Trout of “Bambi’ and “The Three Little 
NBC: and Charles Collingwood of Pigs.” Disney referred to him as 


CBS. ‘a master creater of fantasy.” 
Book, arranged and captioned 
by Ted Sears, has all sorts of 
sketches, from mere doodles to full 
drawings. Most of them are sim- 
ple figures in a clean style, show- 
ing a neat, often grotesque sense 


Post-Forrestal Sniping 
James V. Forrestal’s suicide last 
week touched off a series of bitter 
inter-mural accusation among the 





top newspaper and radio columnists of humor. Book is a souvenir for 
plus a $250,000 libel action against Disney Film fans, as well as a 
Westbrook Pegler brought by choice volume for artists and art 
Drew Pearson. Pegler’s columns, lovers. Bron. 
in the N. Y. Journal American, | -- 

May 23 and 24, directly linked the RH’s Medical Books 
former Defense Secretary’s death Shocked (and impressed) by the 
with broadcast attacks made by’ sudden death of pals like Jack 
Walter Winchell and _ Pearson. Kapp, president of Decca Records, 


Hanson Baldwin, N. Y. Times mili- 


at 47, Bennett Cerf decided to 
tary analyst, also strongly criticized! fing out more about heart ail- 
“Drew Pearson and Walter Win-' ments. This led to Random House 
chell and some _ others’ who gigning Dr. H. M. Marvin, presi- 
“maligned and traduced and at- dent of the American Heart Assn., 
tacked him in various commen- to write a book on the heart, to 
taries.” which four other heart specialists 

Winchell did not _ disclose will contribute. 


whether he would follow Peerson 
in filing libel action against Peg- 
ler, but teed off against his critics 
in last Thursday’s (26) column. 
Winchell stated that Forrestal “was 


It’s primed as a_ constructive 
book, as will be the book on the 
prostate which Dr. Herbert R. Ken- 
yon, attending urologist at the 
Lenox Hiil hospital, N.Y., will do 


not ‘defenseless’ as charged by for RH. 
some professional _ breast-beaters | —— 
and hand-wringers...it is typical | British On ‘Naked’ 


Although he described Norman 
Mailer’s war novel,- “The Naked 
and the Dead,” as “foul, lewd and 
revolting,” 
British Attorney General, told the 
House of Commons he did not 
intend to take legal action against 
‘the publishers. Looking at it as a 
whole, he didn’t think there was 
any intent to corrupt-or deprave 
or that it was likely to lead to any 
result other than disgust at its 
contents. To him the book was 
“most tedious and lengthy.” 

Attorney General advocated the 
least possible interference with the 
freedom otf publication and urged 
that the Government shouldn't 
seek to make the Criminal Law a 
vehicle for imposing a censorship 
on the frank discussion or por- 
trayal of sordid and unedifying 


articles which piously condemned 
critics of Forrestal contained an- 
other attack on Franklin D. Roose- 
velt.” 


Pearson also defended his right 
to criticize Forrestal in two col- 
umns running Monday and yes- 
terday (30-31) with an aside that 
“Mr. Pegler has now been an- 
swered by me in the only language 
he understands—a libel suit.’’ Pear- 
son contended that the onus for 
Forrestal’s suicide belonged to the 
latter’s friends who persuaded him 
to remain in the cabinet long after 
his illness set in. 

Up until the current Winchell- 
Pearson-Pegler acrimony, there 
was a tacit understanding among 
columnists for the Hearst syndi- 
cate to “lay off’ each other. How- 


Jearst execs have apparently aspects of life, simply on_ the 
ee aces off the Alpert grounds of offense against taste or 
‘dicate fights as a possible circula- Manners. 


Writers honored this year may be_ 


scheduled iate in June. 
The frolic usually brought some 
newswriters here for a three- 
day outing, part of which Was un- 
derwritten by the beachfront hotel 
interests. With them as guests of 
Onor came the winners of the va- 
Tious awards, who received them 
at a gala dinner which hit news- 
reels and airwaves. 
Bill Henry of Mutual, who had 





tion booster. Winchell gives “his 
side of it” in Newsweek this week, | 
besides his own column. 


Commager Heads P.E.N. 
Annual business meeting of the 
P.E.N. Club held last Wednesday 
|(25) at the Princeton Club, N. Y.., 
'resulted in the election of Henry 





Reader’s Digest’s Anthology 


’ ‘  shnwened _ Steele Commager, w.k. historian, 
: Ronees — mei a as head of the organization. He 
lication of an anthology of anec- replaces Henry Seidel Canby. 
dotes, which will include approx-| Other officers named are: Nor- 


man Cousins, Rita Halfe Kleeman 
and Frederic Melcher, all veepees: 
Manuel Komroff, secretary, and 
Ken McCormick, treasurer. Exec- 
utive board is composed of some 
21 individuals including Pearl 
Buck. Carl Carmer, Elmer Rice 
and John Mason Brown. 


imately 1,500 of its humorous 
“fillers.” and will retail between 
$1 and $2. Mag is paying former 
contributors $10 each for publica- 
tion of their items, bringing the 
book’s initial to $15,000. An 
abridged may be erate Ae a free 
‘emi y subscribers. —_——_— 
premium to new subscri Eo <= en 

Deems Taylor has expanded his 
intermission talks with the N. Y. 
Philharmonic over CBS into an 
excellent book of musical miscel- 
lany- and criticism, in “Music To 
My Ears” ‘Simon & Schuster, $3). 
Though the book is always infor- 
mative and authoritative, it isn't 
weighty or dull, being as often gay 
as serious. 

Written in easy, literate style, 
‘and peppered with anecdotes, the 


‘Variety’ Vet Field Muggs 

It’s a tossup between Sidney 
Burton Pfeiffer, VARIETY mugg In 
Buffalo, and Dave Trepp, Seattle, 
who is the ranking VarreTy dean 
of correspondents. Each claims 
top honors. Pfeiffer, a bouncing 
barrister up Buffalo way, reports 
this is his 30th anniversary with 
the paper, having started stringing 
in 1919. Trepp says it’s about 


having started with Sime virtually | 


_cidentally, for many years Samuel, | 


Sir Hartley Shawecross, , 


_book discusses composers, compo- 


| Sitions, talent, music markets, etc., 

with a lot of sound advice handed 
out to composers, players and plain 
listeners. Bron. 


Blue Pencil On TV 

| Blue Pencil’ Club, an organiza- 
tion of city and copy editors from | 
Ohio sponsored by Ohio State U.s | 
School of Journalism, heard a 
panel discuss “What Effect Will 
Television Have on the Newspa- 


pers,” at its annual meeting in 
Columbus. Panel didn’t go out on 


any limb and predict dire things 
for dailies but the discussion did 


widen out to include TV's effect 
on almost everything else. 
Club elected Don Wolfe. state 


editor of the Toledo Blade, presi- 
dent; W. T. Buchanan, city editor 
ot the Marion Star, vice, president. 
and H. R. Jolliffee, OSU, secretary- 
treasurer. 

“Summer Theatre Supplement” 

“Summer Theatre Supplement” 
(Leo Shull Publications: 75c.), a 
revision of Shull’s previous straw- 
hat guide, is a substantial improve- 
ment over the origingl and, in fact. 
over any similar work issued by 
Shull, It lists 218 rural playhouses, 
with considerable information 
about most. The editing is some- 
what better than the previous edi- 
tion, but the booklet still contains 
articles that are little more than 
padding, tq there are again a 
number of sirawhat entries in an 
addenda rather than included in 
the regular list. 


Carl Maas’ N. Y. Guide 

Carl Maas, who has already 
written a pocket guide to Califor- 
nia, has penned a similar treatise 
on New York, its sites, eateries, 
niteries, etc., called “How to Know 
and Enjoy New York.” 

Besides the Gotham high spots. 
portion of the book is devoted to 
the four surrounding boroughs. 


Revised Opera Book 

“The Victor Book of Operas” 
has just been issued by Simon & 
Schuster ($3.50), completely re- 
vised by Louis Biancolli and Rob- 
ert Bagar, music critics of the 
N. Y. World-Telegram. Revised vol- 
ume has had many operas added 
to it, to bring total to 111. Per- 
formance history of every opera 
has been re-edited and brought up 
to date. 

Tome includes histories of op- 
eras, their plots, photos of singers 
and opera scenes, list of operatic 
recordings, ete. 


CHATTER 
Harlem’s vaude flagship, the 
Apollo, is getting a _ five-page 


spread in Ebony mag’s July issue. 
Alan Hynd doing a yarn for True 
mag on “Worms Who Have 
Turned.” Incidentally, the Hynds 
are now summering in East Hamp- 
ton, L:. i. ; 
_ Cameraman John Alton’s “Paint- 
ing with Light,” book on tech- 
niques and equipment used _ in 
glamourizing filmites, a Macmillan 
publication. 


Don Reynolds, Quentin Rey- 
nolds’ brother, has penned the first 
full-fledged dog biog, “Champion 
of Champions,” to be published in 
November by Random House. 

Maxime de Beix, VARIETY’s Paris 
mugg, may be profiled by Time 
mag. Piece would take the shape 
of a cavalcade of Paris show biz 
for two decades, wound up around 
de Beix. 


S. MacDermott, editor of Gaelic 
American, and Maureen P. Ford 
of Irish World, in Ireland on 
junket sponsored by Royal Dutch 
Air Lines, Irish Air lines and 
Irish Tourist Assn. 

New novel by Barrie Stavis. 
“Home, Sweet Home,” was run as 
a one-shot, condensed, in Sunday's 
(29) Philadelphia Inquirer. He's 
author of the plays “Lamp at Mid- 
night” and “The Sun and I.” 

Paula Laurence has a piece on 
summer theatre, “In Your Straw 
Hat,” in the June issue of Made- 
moiselle, and Valerie Bettis has 
one in same issue on summer dance 
centers, “Blue Jeans and Leotards,” 

“Literary Market Place,” a direc- 
tory of American book publishing, 
has among the additions in its 
ninth annual revision, published by 
R. R. Bowker Co., listings of all 
TV stations plus video programs 
featuring books. 

Arthur Miller, author of “Death 
of a Salesman,” is recipient of an- 
other honor, the Annual Writer's 
Award of the American Commit- 
tee of Jewish Writers, Artists and 
Scientists. Kudo was given at a 
reception yesterday (Tues.). 

Chicago Herald-American is run- 
ning a schedule of half and quar- 
ter page ads promoting film en- 
tertainment. Ads, idea of Bill Hol- 
lander, Balaban & Katz advertising 
head, will run at least once a week, 
and will plug theatregoing, but 
will also urge public to see defi- 
nite films. 

McCall’s mag, which has been 


trailerizing its acquisition of 
Eleanor Rooseyelt’s new memoirs, 
“This I Remember,” is giving it 
additional fanfare with a Waidorf- 
Astoria reception today (Wed.), to 
mark publication of the first in- 
stallment and to honor Mrs. 
Roosevelt. 


Luce Publications’ Chi office is 
undergoing spring cleaning with 
Eleanor Steinert, staffer, upped to 
assistant to publisher. Penrose 
Seull, Fortune head there, trans- 
ferred to New York, and Serrell 
Hillman, temporarily switched to 
San Francisco. Lew Spence of the 
home office has been filling in for 
Time. 

Harry Martin, prexy of the 
American Newspaper Guild and 
special labor adviser to Paul Hoff- 
man’s ECA plan in Paris, arrived 
in Memphis last week (26) to put 
finishing touches on the ANG’s 
annual powwow Columbus, O., 
next month (June). Before taking 
overseas assignment, Martin was 
amusements editor of Memphis 
Commercial Appeal. 


in 
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Love Thy Neighbor 








——_e Continued from page 1 = 


the 
film 
field 


from 
the 
the 


the pressure groups 
MPAA to the staffs 
companies—primarily 
men, 


of 


Latter policy is being looked on 
with considerable doubt by indus- 
try insiders familiar with the prob- 
lems of film company staffers It 


has been considered before and 
discarded for the same reason 
Field men—and, for that matter, 
publicity-advertising chiefs them- 
selves—are so occupied with the 
day-to-day problems of selling 


(heir own pictures, that they have 
no time or inclination to under- 
take specific industry-wide public 
relations chores. 

One of the principal things 
company chieftains have in mind 
in the exhib “Love thy neighbor” 
campaign is the tremendous num- 
ber of suits with which distribs 
have been faced in recent years. 
There are more than 100 pending 
at the moment. Many have been 
won by the theatremen and even 
more have been settled in their 
favor out of court. But win or 
lose, they cost the distribs hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars a 
year in counsel fees. With the 
coming of divorcement, companies 
searching for large-scale econo- 
mies see fertile fields in the pos- 
sibility of reducing the quantity of 
litigation and their legal staffs. 
MPAA plan is to have Harmon 
and Johnston himself—as well 
as company field men, get into the 
field to glad-hand exhibs at the 
meetings of their organizations. In 
addition to trying to establish rap- 
port between the theatreowners 
and distribs, Johnston and Har- 
mon will try to enlist the exhibs 
in a community public relations 
campaign patterned somewhat af- 
ter the scheme used with success 
last year by the Theatre Owners 
of America. Exhibs were provided 
speeches and material which they 
could plant locally. 

This, it is hoped, will compen- 
sate somewhat for the slicing of 
the Community Relations Dept. in 
the past week. Firing of the three 
people, who have functioned un- 
der Arthur De Bra, will save the 
MPAA about $22,500 a year. Trio 
are Mrs. Alice Evans Field, who 
has been on the staff on the Coast 
for about 20 years; Dr. Irvin Deer, 
who has been in the Chicago office 
for about 15 years, and Duke 
Hickey, who has spent his time on 
the road contacting civic officials, 
newspapers and community lead- 
ers. 

Mrs. Field, former president of 
the General Federation of Wom- 
an’s Clubs, conducted a previewing 
service by which estimates of fu- 
ture pictures were sent to all kinds 
of women’s organizations. They, 
in turn, sent them out under their 
own imprimatur to their members. 
Mrs. Field also exercised consid- 
erable influence in the General 
Federation and the entire service 
is said to have headed off much 
criticism of Hollywood from that 
quarter. 

Deer is a former clergyman and 
Hickey an ex-newspaperman. Only 
member of De Bra’s staff now left 





is Mrs. Marjorie Dawson, who 
handles the Children’s Film Li- 
brary. 


On the exhibitor reiations side, 
jhere’s some doubt about the status 
of David Palfreyman, who has been 
the lone missionary in that field. 
Since the program was placed un- 
der Harmon, there’s a strong pos- 
sibility that Palfreyman may re- 
sign. inasmuch as it is open 
knowledge that the two men do 
not get along. 
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starring Orson Welles, has opened | land early in July for Lions Club. 





‘petition next fall. 
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OBITUARIES 


FRED STANLEY l 

Fred Stanley, 58, former Holly- 
wood correspondent for the .N. Y.| 
Times and writer of screenplays, | 
died in Hollywood, May 26, after 
suffering 4 heart attack. 

Born in Derby, England, he 
moved to Waltham, Mass., in 1906, 
and the same year went to work as 
a reporter of The Newton (Mass.) 
rown Crier. ; 
Tosubsequently, he organized a 
suburban news service for metro- 
politan Boston papers. He worked 
on the staff of The Boston Record 
and other Boston papers and then 
joined The Boston American, 
where he was night city editor and, 
for a while, acting managing edi- 
a 4 1923 Stanley left The 
American to go to Hollywood as 
a publicity man and writer for 
First National Films, for which he 
also acted as a production execu- 
tive on a series of Milton Sills and 
Marie Prevost. pictures. Among 
the films he wrote were “Riley the 
Cop,” “N@ne But the Brave,” “The 
Night Bride” and “Pay As You 
En 1929 he joined the Hollywood 
staff of VARIETY, and six years 
later he became managing editor 
of The Hollywood Reporter. Later 
he became publicity director for 
Columbia Pictures, and in 1938 
established his own public rela- 
tions office, which he closed when 
he joined the N. Y. Times staff in 
1943. In 1946 he went to Metro as 
a publicist, and at his death he 
was on sick leave from that com- 
pany. 

Survived by 
daughter. 


wife, son and a 


ROBERT L. RIPLEY 
Robert LeRoy Ripley, 55, creator 
of the “Believe It Or Not” cartoon 
and radio series, succumbed to a 
heart attack in New York, May 27. 
He appeared Tuesday night (24) | 
in a television show on NBC, N. Y., 
which, ironically, highlighted the 
story behind the writing of “Taps,” 
the military bugle call for the dead. 
His extensive research for oddi- 
ties in the news for his syndicated 
cartoon series in his earlier career 
provided him with a wealth of ma- | 
terial, which he eventually used as | 
background for his radio stanzas. 
However, it was really the tremen- 
dous popularity of his book, “Be- 
lieve It Or Not,” a compilation of 
his cartoons, published by Simon & 
Schuster, which had fabulous sales, | 
that won him $100,000 a year con- 
tract with the King Features syn- 
dicate. | 
In 1919 Ripley married Beatrice 
Roberts, of “Ziegfeld Follies.” 
They were divorced seven years 
later and he never remarried. Sur- 
viving are a brother and a sister. 


HENRY KIELL AYLIFF 

Henry Kiell Ayliff, 77, British 
actor-producer, died in Cambridge, 
England, May 28. 

Many of his productions were of 
Shakespearean works including a 
modern dress version of “Hamlet.” 
which was afterwards given in 
Vienna, with Alexander Moissi. | 
Another outstanding production 
was “The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street.” 

He produced all the plays for 
the Malvern Festival from its in- 
auguration in 1929 until 1933, and 
again during 1938 and 1939. 

Among other productions he di- 
rected were “Heartbreak House,” 
Back to Methuselah,” “The Apple- 
cart,” “Too True to Be Good,” “The 
Farmer’s Wife,” “The Black Eye,” 


“Spring Tide” and “Cure for 
Love.” 

In 1906 Ayliff married the 
former Gertrude Homewood. They 


had a son and two daughters. 


MARIAN GREY 
Mrs. Marian Grey Ringham. 74, 
seiteen, died in Newark, N. J., May 
, | 


Known in the theatre as Marian 
Grey, she was born in London and 
Played for many years in Great 
Britain and in Australia before 
coming to the United States with 
er husband, Walter, an actor. 
_kmong her roles on the foreign 
Stage were the Queen in “Hamlet,” 
Amelia in “Othello” and stellar 
Parts in several of Oscar Wilde’s 
Plays. 
ninmons plays she appeared in in 
C ‘s_ country were George M. 
on Ss “So This Is London,” “The 
Money Lender” and “Of Mice and 
t en. For several years she 
Oured with Forbes-Robertson in 

akespearean repertoire. 





ters.) ISRAEL WILKES | 
‘“ srael Wilkes, 69, veteran show- | 
prod died in his home in Toronto 
pos a heart attack, May 27. In his 
re ail years, he was organizer 
? Manager of the Wilkes Metsical 
“yers which toured the vaude 


|entertainment to 


circuits of the U.S. and Canada for 
many seasons, with the cast and 
chorus often numbering 60 people. 

He later assembled a large roller 
skating unit, bringing this type of 
Canada for the 


first time. He left vaudeville to 
roadshow silent films, notably 
“Mickey” with which he toured 
North America. He retired 10 
years ago. 

Survived by wife, son and 


daughter. 
BASIL LOUGHRANE 

Basil Loughrane, 48, radio pro- 
ducer and director, died of a heart 
ailment at his home in Mama- 
roneck, N. Y., May 29. 

Entering radio in 1929 as 
announcer for station WHK in 
Cleveland, Loughrane later, as a 
producer or director, or in both 
capacities, was associated with 31 
radio shows. Among them were 
“Sherlock Holmes” on WOR; 
“Light of the World” on NBC: 


an 


“Amos ‘n’ Andy” and ‘Lum and 
Abner.” 
He leaves his wife, the former 


Helen F. Codd; and a son, Barry 
E. Loughrane. 





CHARLES R. METZGER 

Charles R. Metzger. 55, member 
of the film industry’s Production 
Code Administration for 14 years 
died May 23 in Hollywood after a 
long illness. 

Before moving to California he 
was counsel for the Associated 
Theatre Owners of Indiana and di- 


| rector of the Allied States Assn. of 


Exhibitors. Re- 
to Indianapolis 


Motion Picture 
mains were sent 
for interment. 
LADY MARTIN-HARVEY 

Lady Martin-Harvey, 80, widow 
of Sir John Martin-Harvey, died at 
her home in Surrey, England, May 
29 

She played leading parts oppo- 
site her actor-manager husband 
during most of his career under her 
professional name of Angelita 
Helena De Silva. She was mar- 
ried to Sir John in 1889 and that 
vear appeared with him in “The 
Only Way.” 

SHULIM SIGOLOFF 

Shulim’ Sigoloff, 86, former 
owner of the Union Theatre, now 
a unit of the St. Louis Amus. Co., 
died at his home in St. Louis 
May 23, after a heart attack. 

Sigoloff became an exhibitor 20 
years ago, when he operated a 
small house in South St. Louis. 
He operated the Union for 25 years 
before leasing it to the SLAC. 


WILLIAM STROHBACH 

William Strohbach, 57, film pro- 
ducer, died in Hollywood, May 24. 
A native of New York, he went to 
Hollywood in 1911 and two years 
later entered the film industry as 
an assistant to Mack Sennett in 
making Keystone comedies. 

In later years he was with Para- 
mount. RKO, Mascot (now Re- 
public), Universal and Monogram. 





| 





JACK GOODWIN 
Jack Goodwin, 55, district mana- 
ger of the North Shore territory of 
New England Theaters, Inc., died 
after a heart attack on May 25 at 
Winchester, Mass. 


Before joining the M. and P. 
Theatre chain 20 years ago, he 
managed the Ritz theatre, Scran- 
ton, Pa. 


Survived by wife. 


PILAR MILLAN ASTRAY 
Pilar Millan Astray, 70, author- 
ess of over 30 legit plays, died in 
Madrid, May 23. One of her hits 
was “La Tonta Del Bote,” of which 
also a pic was made. 
She is survived by one son and 





‘two daughters, also by her brother, 


Gen. Millan Astray. 


H. HADEN READ 
H. Haden Read, 56, former vaude 





and cafe pianist, died in Pitts- 
burgh, May 24. Unable to obtain 
work as a pianist, he had been 


working as an-odd-job laborer. 

He went to Pittsburgh about five 
years ago and worked in nightclubs 
and taverns occasionally. 


G. EDWARD WALKER 
G. Edward Walker, 34, radio 
sports announcer and commenta- 


tor. died in Troy, N. Y¥., May 23. 
He had been. associated’ with 
WTRY, Troy, and _ later’ with 
WROW, Albany. 


Survived by wife, son, daughter 
and parents 


CHARLES A. MORRILL | 
Charles Adams Morrill, 65, died 
at his home in Kansas City May 24. 
He was a veteran of both stage and 
exhibition, touring with his wife, 
Elizabeth Morril!, in vaude. 
For a number of years he was 


] 


| 
| 
| 
| 


manager of the Gladstone Theatre, | name combos garner a 16-26-year- | 


K. C. film house. 
Survived by wife, and a brother. 


JACK C. GOODWIN 
Jack C. Goodwin, 55, district 


manager for New England Thea- 
tres, Inc., died at his home in Win- 


chester, Mass., May 27. 
A former theatre manager in 
Scranton, Pa., he had been in 


charge of theatres in Boston and 
Portland, Me. 
He leaves his wife. 


ALEXANDER REH 

Alexander Reh, manager of 
Warner Bros. Mastbaum theatre in 
Upper Darby, Pa., May 30. He 
joined the Stanley Co. in 1918, 
then became associated with War- 
ner Bros. when they absorbed the 
Stanley interests. 

Survived by wife, two 
mother and two brothers. 


sons 


ARTHUR SINSHEIMER 

Arthur Sinsheimer, 62, who re- 
tired last year after 17 years as 
radio director of the Peck Adver- 
tising Agency, N. Y., died in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., May 24. 

Sinsheimer was the founder and 
first president of the Radio Execu- 
tives Club of New York. 


ALBERT MANNHEIMER 
Albert Mannheimer, 63, director 
exchange operations for Film 
Classics, died in New York, May 
25. He had been with the com- 
pany for several years. 

His wife died in 1932. A _ son, 
Albert Mannheimer, Jr., survives. 





of 


ILDEFONSO DE LOS REYES 

Ildefonso de los Reyes, 33, w.k. 
stage producer, died after a brief 
illness. 

De los Reyes produced a num- 
ber of stage shows at the Manila 
Grand Opera House, which this 
week was destroyed by a fire. 


M. A. KURSTIN 
M. A. Kurstin, 65, exhibitor, died 
Mav 21 at his home in Los Angeles. 
He operated the Boulevard thea- 
tre in East Los Angeles and the 
Ritz in Inglewood. 
EUDAY L. BOWMAN 
Euday L. Bowman, 61, vet song- 
writer, died in New York May 26. 
Details in Orchestra-Music sec- 
tion. 
EUGENE WEST 
Eugene West, 66, songwriter and 
former vaude performer, died in 
New York, May 26. 
Details in Orchestra-Music sec- 
tion. 


Frank Pendleton, 67. former 
president of Local 47, American 
Federation of Musicians, died 
May 23 in Hollywood, following a 
heart attack. 


Frank O. Hamberg, 89, former 
sea captain and technical advisor 
on oceanic films at Paramount, 
died May 24 in Hollywood. 


Daughter, 2, of Charles St. John, 
announcer at KCNC, Ft. Worth, 
Texas. died there during the recent 
flood, which claimed 10 lives. 

Father, 74. of William C. Thomas, 
film producer, died May 24 in 
Hollywood. 


Thomas Napier, 80, former clari- 
netist, died May 26 in Columbus, O. 














Square Dancing 


amen Continued from page 1 


frequently go in for these square 
dances. 

The fifth season of summer 
square dances in the New York 
City parks begins June 27, under 
the continued sponsorship of the 
Pepsi-Cola Co. First of the al 
fresco dances will be held at the 
Riverside Park, 105th street and 
Riverside drive. Ed Durlacher, 
prexy of the L. I. Square Dance 
Callers Assn.. who has been in 
charge of all the previous dances, 
will be in full cowboy regalia again 
this vear. Beside giving quadrilles 
at the Riverside Park every Mon- 


day night, Durlacher calls ‘em 
Tuesday nights at the Central 
Park Mall and Wednesdays for 
Brooklynites in Prospect Park. 


About five plugs for the sponsor’s 
product are thrown in at each of 
the spots played. Thursday night 
dances are given at Jones Beach, 
L. 1, under the auspices of the 
State Park Commission. 

Durlacher noted that since 1945 
attendance at the park square 
dances has increased five-fold over 
the number of people who go to 
the social dances held in the park 
by name bands. These dances pull 
age brackets up to 60, while the 


| current 


} 


attendance at Riverside Park is 
| about 7,000 participants-and 20,000 
| Spectators for each dance held 
'there. The Central Park Mall at- 
tracts about the same. As an over- 
all figure for the season Durlacher 
thinks that a total of 1,000,000 terp- 
sters and onlookers will have at- 
tended his dances by the time the 
season ends in August. 


San Antonio Festival 
San Antonio, May 31. 

San Antonio's first annua) 
“Square Dance Festival’ will be 
staged here starting June 2, at the 
Majestic theatre, with prizes of $1,- 
000. Contest is being staged by the 
Majestic, the San Antonio Express 
and San Antonio Evening News 

Contest divided into three 
groups, children, young people and 
adults. 
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‘Can't Take it Easy 
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the various productions in the U. S. 
and abroad of their “Oklahoma!” 
and “Allegro,” they both have nu- 
merous outside activities. 

For instance, Hammerstein 
president of the Author's League of 
America and gmleading member of 
its subordinate Dramatists Guild, 
whose legal status is now in doubt. 
In addition, he’s a vice-president 
and board member of ASCAP, 
which is in a battle with the tele- 
vision companies and, simultane- 
ously, seeking a consent decree 
from the Government. 

Rodgers is a key member of the 
Guild and ASCAP, and he and 
Hammerstein are officers and part 
owners of Williamson Music. Both 
are also active in various other or- 
ganizations, including the Commit- 
tee of Theatrical Producers, new 
Broadway managerial group. 

Both as authors and producers, 
Rodgers and Hammerstein have 
long been vitally concerned with 
theatre ticket distribution. So the 
scalping probe by Com- 
missioner of Investigations John 
M. Murtagh is of major interest to 
them, even if speculation § on 
“South Pacific’ seats were not the 
center of the situation. 
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Talent TV East 
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radio guest shots in order to pay 
expenses for the trip. However, 


since then video has become the 
prime reason because of its poten- 
tialities in refamiliarizing their 
work to producers. The acts are 
taking these assignments despite 
the fact that video pays consider- 
ably less than radio work and many 
will not take vaude dates outside of 
New York in order to take advan- 
tage of every opportunity of ap- 
pearing before the tele cameras. 

It’s been pointed out that be- 
cause of television appearances 
Frank Fontaine has obtained a film 
contract. Milton Berle is now a 
valuable film property and produ- 
cers are having the N. Y. hemeof- 
fice talent scouts studying possibil- 
ities of others. Those already in 
films, who haven't been working 
too steadily, are consequently tak- 
ing every opportunity to get on the 
kinescope in order to get more film 
work. 





EVANSVILLE NITERY FIRE 
Evansville, Ind., May 31. 
Patio Night Club, owned by Man- 
son Reichert, suffered $30,000 loss 
in a fire which desteoyed the spot 
May 24. Tal 


Bills Next Week 
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Gloria Bondy 


Helsings 
Al Morgan , Buddy Rust 
Suzanne King 2 a hae > 
, O'Leary arclay | Pn 
Johnny ear! en a ba betes 


Billy Chandler Ore 
Hotel Bismarck 
Cass Franklin 
Monica Moore 
Toni Gauer 
J Brewer Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Buddy Morino Orc 
Marianne Fedele 
Preston Lambert 
D Hild Dancers ‘6) 
Charlie Carts 


Margaret Phelan 
(one to fill 
Sherman Hotel 

Harry Hall 

Bill Snyder Ore 

“Salute to Rodgers 
& Hammerstein” 

Honey Dreamers 

Ralph Sierling 

John Kriza 

Ruth Ann Koesun 


Gitanos (2) Eric Braun : 
The Corleone (2) Silver Frolics 
Hote! Stevens Day Dawn & 

“Skating Circus” Dusk 
Joe E. Ross 


Betty Atkinson 
Charles Hain 
Wonder Wheelers 
Brinckmann Sis 
Skating Blvdear+ 
Charles & Lucille 
‘ack Raffloer 
Jerry Mapes 

G & B Du Ray 


Evelyn Terry 
Bud Prentice Ore 
Vine Gardens 
Lina Bros (3) 
Mickey Sharp 
Velma Sherry 
Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 


| old segment. Durlacher estimates | 
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| models, brought out a new console 
|last week selling for $249.95, the 
|low price being made possible by 
a one-piece plastic cabinet. Set 
'also has a 10-inch tube featuring, 


_as does the new RCA set, only TV. 
| Emerson, meanwhile, — started 
| shipments last week on a new 


12!2-inch tube console, selling at 


| $399.50, and also announced its 


entry into the seven-inch “port- 
able” field with a model listing at 
$179.95. As with other so-called 
portables now on the market, the 
Emerson includes an indoor 
aerial for installation atop a port- 
able case, as well as a separate 
plug-in base and lead-in wire for 
attaching an antenna away from 
the receiver Set is designed to 
operate on either AC or DC cur- 
rent. U.S. Television, one of the 
pioneers in projection sets for 
public places, brought out two new 
models this week One, with a 
30x22'2-inch screen, lists at $1,795, 
while the other, with a 25x19-inch 
screen, sells for $1,595. 


set 


To facilitate still further the in- 
stallation of sets, Television Manu- 
facturers Assn., recently - formed 
group of set producers, has insti- 


tuted a project aimed at estab- 
lishing standard service agree- 
ments and practices for TV 
models. First step is a survey of 
service organizations and dealers 
who service sets to establish a 
uniform contract for the benefit 


of both the public and the indus- 


try. After the necessary data has 
been accumulated, TMA hopes to 
set up the contract under which 
the service organizations will be 


expected to meet certain qualifica- 
tlons as to experience, background, 
technical ability and reputation. 





MARRIAGES 


Jane Ullman to Stuart Gold- 
blatt, New York, May 28. He's 
son of Harold M. Goldblatt, the 


theatrical attorney. 

Mary Elizabeth Dawson to Ross 
J Park, Shawnee-on-Delaware, 
Pa., May 24 He’s a member of 
Fred Waring’s Glee Club. 

Alice Sill to Carl 
Joseph, Mich., June 
with the engineering 
WHFB, Benton Harbor, 

Edna Mae Morgan 
Fenton, Tucson, May 21. 
a screen actress; he’s a director. 

Harriet Vine to Robert Bruce 
Douglas, New York, May 24. Bride 
is a film actress; he’s a legit actor. 


Benson, 
11. 
staff 
Mich. 
Leslie 
Bride is 


to 


May Mann to Buddy Baer, Ar- 
lington, Va.. May 26. He’s the 
former boxer, now a vaude and 


nitery performer. 

Leueen MacGrath to George S. 
Kaufman, Bucks County, Pa., May 
26. Bride is legit actress recently 
of “Edward, My Son"; he’s legit 
playwright-director. 

Jean Burt to Thomas Reilly, 
Santa Barbara, May 28. Bride fs 
a makeup artist; he’s a film editor. 

Rita Hayworth to Prince Aly 
Khan, in Valiauris, France, May 27. 
Bride is picture actress; groom 
non-pro. 

Mary Jane Chamberlin to George 
Lindquist, New York, May 28. 
Bride is a secretary at the William 
Morris agency. 

Lenore De Koven to Ira Cirker, 
in N. Y., May 29. Both are legit 
actors, bride being daughter of 
stage-radio actor Roger De Koven. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Levinson, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 25. 
Father is an executive with Na- 
tional Screen Service. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Friedkin, 


son, Los Angeles. May 26. Mother 
is the former Audrey Westphall, of 
the films; father is a radio writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wangerin, 
daughter, Kansas City, May 19. 
Father is business manager of 
Kansas City Philharmonic orches- 
tra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Art Yagello, son, 
Pittsburgh, May 23. Father's with 
the Frank Natale orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Snyder, son, 
Pittsburgh, May 23. Father’s on 
KQV staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Hughes, 
daughter, Chicago, May 24. Father 
is an engineer at WBKB, Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Forward, son, 
Santa Monica, May 24. Father is 
a radio announcer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Herb Hendler, 
daughter, New York, May 30. Fa- 
ther is with RCA-Victor in N.Y 

Mr. and Mrs. Abner Greshler, 
daughter, New York. May 30. 
| Father is a talent agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Garfield, 
|daughter, New York, May 29. 
| Father’s in Warners homeoffice 


| publicity department. 

















* «CARELESS HANDS” 
“JUST A HOME GIRL” 


“AGAIN’ 
“BLUE MOON’ Now appearing 


LATIN QUARTER, New York City 
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Just released: ‘‘YOU’RE GETTING TO BE A HABIT WITH ME” 
“THERE ISN’T ANY SPECIAL REASON” 
“THE FOUR WINDS AND THE SEVEN SEAS” 
“IT’S TOO LATE NOW” 
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